 INTERACTIVE PANEL DIALOGUE ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
Friday 6 March 2009, 10:00 to 13:00; Geneva, Palais des Nations 

Topic
Key legal measures for ratification and effective implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Date
Friday 6 March 2009 from 10:00 to 13:00 during the 10th session of the Human Rights Council

Aims and Objectives
The aim of the interactive panel dialogue is to: 

· raise awareness and increase understanding of the key concepts embodied in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; 

· highlight legal measures required for the effective implementation of the several of those key concepts; 
· urge all relevant stakeholders to pay attention to the human rights of persons with disabilities and continue to address gaps in the implementation of human rights for persons with disabilities; 
Speakers and panelists 
· Introduction by Ms. Navanethem Pillay, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 

· Moderator: H.E. Mr. Marius Grinius, Vice President of the Human Rights Council 
· Ms. Amita Dhanda, India, representing the International Disability Alliance-CRPD Forum

· Mr. György Könczei, Hungary, member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

· Ms. Edah Maina, Kenya, member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

· Ms. Barbara Murray, Disability Specialist, International Labour Organization

The panel presentations will: 

· Provide an overview of the legal measures and steps required to give effect to the Convention at the national level

· Highlight measures required to remove discrimination against persons with disabilities in respect of legal capacity, labour and employment 

· Explore the role of civil society in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention

Format 

The presentations of the panelists will be followed by an interactive discussion. This discussion will be divided in two slots of 60 minutes each (45 minutes for comments and questions from the floor, followed by 15 minutes for comments and replies by panelists). The interactive debate will be followed by concluding remarks from the moderator. 
The modalities of the panel are: 7 minutes from panelists, 3 minutes for Member States and 2 minutes for Observer States, national human rights institutions, international organizations and non-governmental organizations. 

Member States, national human rights institutions, international organizations and non-governmental organizations are encouraged to participate and make their contributions to the debate, subject to the modalities and the practice of the Council. In particular, NGO coordination is strongly encouraged to maximize the use of time.
Outcome 

The debate will increase awareness and understanding of the legal measures required to effectively implement the CRPD and will offer a broader vision of the scope of the Convention and its practical role in eliminating discrimination faced by persons with disabilities. An informal summary of the debate will be posted on the OHCHR website. 
Background

The entry into force of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) has squarely placed disability on the human rights agenda. 50 States are party to the Convention and 29 to its Optional Protocol, and 139 and 82 States are signatories to the two instruments respectively. 

In March 2008 at its 7th session, the Human Rights Council adopted resolution 7/9 entitled “Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities”. In this resolution, the Council commits to hold an annual interactive dialogue, in one of its regular sessions, on the rights of persons with disabilities. The first of such debate is schedule to take place in the course of its 10th session, focussing on key legal measures for ratification and effective implementation of the Convention. 

To support this debate, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) was requested to prepare a thematic study aimed at enhancing awareness and understanding of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in consultation with states, civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities, and national human rights institutions. The OHCHR study is available at: 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/disability/docs/A.HRC.10.48AUV.doc. 
All submissions received for the study and the informal summary of discussion of the open-ended consultation that OHCHR organised on 24 October 2008 are available at:
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/disability/HRCResolution79.htm
