The European Community contribution to the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare the thematic study on structure and role of national mechanisms for implementation and monitoring of the UNCRPD.
Pursuant to Article 44.1 of the UNCRPD, the European Community is a "regional integration organisations", to which its Member States transferred competences in matters governed by the Convention. This Article provides a possibility for the European Community to become a party to the UNCRPD within the limits of its competences. 
The UNCRP has a double effect towards the Community. First of all, pursuant to Article 300.7 of the Treaty establishing the European Community, international agreements concluded under the conditions set out in this Article are binding on the institutions of the Community in their entirety. Secondly pursuant to Article 44.1 of the UNCRPD the Community is bound to the extent of its competence transferred to it by its Member States with respect to matters governed by the Convention. 
Therefore the formal establishment of structures required by Article 33 needs to be considered on both levels. The Community has not formally confirmed the Convention yet nor decided on the appointment of the focal point, or the establishment of coordination or independent mechanisms.
However, both the Commission proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion, by the European Community, of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
 and the European Parliament resolution
 which accompanied the legislative reports supporting the proposal deal with the issue.
Furthermore the Community acts as a platform for exchange of good practices in implementation of the UN Convention. Setting up of the monitoring framework was identified as one of the common challenges  in the Second Disability High Level Group Report on the implementation of the Convention
. The report concluded that discussions at EU level on common challenges, existing and possible solutions
 and recommendations drafted at national level would make it easier to establish a proper monitoring framework. 

Once established, such bodies could cooperate at EU level, in particular where responsibility is shared by the Community and the Member States. Therefore the European Commission plans to organise in Brussels in 2010 a two days Work Forum for the EU focal points, coordinating and independent mechanisms for the UN Convention to bring together the formal organisations established at national level in the EU (independent mechanisms, focal points, representatives of coordination mechanisms) for the purpose of mutual learning. 
Furthermore, in line with the principle of the EU Disability Strategy: "nothing about people with disabilities without people with disabilities" as well as with the Convention's obligation to consult and involve representative organisations of disabled people when implementing and monitoring the UN Convention, the Community ensures participation of persons with disabilities, their families, their European representatives and relevant stakeholders in developments of disability policies. 

People with disabilities are consulted in various ways, such as communications, consultation documents or participation in expert groups. Representatives of civil society take part in the EU High Level Group on Disability where they have the possibility to raise any issues, contribute to discussions, and co-draft policy documents. This consultation process will intensify in the development of a new EU Disability Strategy. An annual EU conference on the occasion of the International Day of People with Disabilities, organised by the European Commission in partnership with European Disability Forum, presents interested individuals and organisations advocating the rights of people with disabilities the opportunity to address their views to the European decision makers. In addition to the thematic and political discussions the conference offers networking possibilities. 

The European Community also recognises that the involvement of persons with disabilities requires financial and material support.  The European Social Fund supports, among other things, projects to promote independent living, through staff training and the modernising of care systems.  Furthermore, the European Commission provides direct financial support for the operational costs of various European organisations which represent the interests of disabled people at Community level and which are active in promoting equal opportunities for people with disabilities.
The European Community recognises that European civil society networks  have an important role to play in the effective implementation of the UN Convention. Representative umbrella organisations at EU level are in a central position to influence policy both at the level of the European Community and in the Member states through their national members. Their  influence is growing through their increased expertise and information which are important for policy formulation and implementation.
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� Existing solutions: Second HLG Report - AT, DE, HU, IT and SI.





