SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO REQUEST RE: HRC RESOLUTION 10/7

  
Unfortunately the government of Afghanistan has not signed yet the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability and also not appointed a focal point, but the government of Afghanistan has already established the Ministry of Works, Social Affairs, Martyred and Persons with Disability Affairs, which is mandated to adrees the promotion of the rights of PWD. The government only submitted a draft law of the Rights and  Advantages of Persons with Disabilities to Afghan Parliament which has not yet adopted. Therefore, the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission is not not able to contribute to the UN study on status of PWD in connection with the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, however, there are number of articles in this law that address the rights or PWD such as: 
The Government shall take appropriate measures to protect children with disability form all forms of exploitation and prevent violence against them; 
No individual can deprived a child with disability from living with its parent family; 
The Government is obliged to register those children born with disabilities, and private health centers have to report to the Ministry of Health those children are born with disabilities; 
To raise public awareness on the rights of person with disabilities, the state-run medias are obliged to regularly address the rights of PWD; 
Enhancing the knowledge of persons with hearing impairment, the government extends the Afghani sign language and writing in Brail letter; 
The Government shall provide the PWD with vocational training facilities; 
The Government takes appropriate measures for providing the PWD with health and rehabilitation services; 
The Government, to provide PWD with adequate access to higher education and advanced technology, is obliged to facilitate inclusive education system; 
The Government shall establish rehabilitation center for PWD in each province; 
The Government shall consider separate allocation of land plot or apartments, whenever is planned for citizens; 
All public buildings, roads, parks and market shall have accessing facilities for PWD; 
The Central Statistic Organization in all censes programs is obliged to register PWD with identified types of their disabilities; 
Those government’s employees with disabilities have the same amount of pension rights as others. 

  
This draft law mainly address the rigts and advantages of the government's employess with disabilities, but generaly includes some rights categories of other citizens who have disabilities.  

  
The AIHRC together with CSOs hope and also push the Government of Afghanistan to sign the Convention on the Rights of PWD soon.   
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