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Excellency Ban Ki-Moon, Minister of Foreign Affairs & Trade

Madame Louise Arbour, our new High Commissioner for Human Rights,
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Excellencies, Ministers of Cambodia and Uganda, former Minister of  Thailand

Distinguished representatives of the diplomatic community in Korea

UN and Korean colleagues,

Ladies & gentlemen,

Good morning ,

and to those coming from afar, welcome to Korea for this joint OHCHR and UNDP seminar on Good Governance Practices for the promotion of Human Rights. 

This is a very good season to come to Korea, and I hope that despite the tight agenda we set up for you, you will still have a few moments to discover and enjoy Seoul. Actually, you may have noted the main Palace ’s imposing gate as you came here this morning, just a few hundred meters from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

We the peoples of the world….united for a better world…

the first words of the UN Charter..

And surely, today and tomorrow’s topic, Human rights and Good Governance, is at the heart of concerns for we the peoples of the world in search of a better world.

Looking around this room, it is encouraging that we the peoples of the world from over 70 countries have decided to come together, to talk about and discuss how we can make this world a better world through respect for and implementation of human rights and good governance,

And also, this seminar has also come to life thanks to a fantastic teamwork of people spanning all around the world, from Europe and Scandinavia, down to Africa, across the Atlantic to the Americas, over the pacific Islands to North, East and Central Asia.

Madame Arbour, Minister Ban, with your permission, I wish to make a few acknowledgements. 

Starting closer to home, Korea, Minister Ban, we are very encouraged by your government’s and your commitment to Human Rights and we are most grateful for hosting the seminar  in your beautiful Ministry, for liaising with other government agencies and for all the support granted to receive well our guests and participants from airport to hotel to the seminar. A very special g thank you, in particular, to your wonderful team at the Human Rights and Social Affairs Division, under the leadership of Director Heo, to the logistics people in these premises, the interns and volunteers for their unfailing support to ensure everything would be perfect.

Moving West, Richard and Maria Luisa from OHCHR in Geneva, Inger from the UNDP Oslo Governance Center, thank you for all the efforts and talent put in not only for the organization and content of the seminar, but for the great collaboration to plough through the logistics issues.  

Further West, New York, a big hand for the colleagues, Gita from the Governance Division and others for helping track the generous contributions.

All our thanks too to the UNDP Resident Coordinators and team around the world for helping with the nominations and travel of the participants of the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) .

Closing the loop back to Korea, let me present you the UNDP team, which has done such a remarkable job to get you all here within incredible deadlines, Losa, Hee-Jin, and our interns.

Last but not least, in the person of their ambassador or representative in Korea, we thank wholeheartedly the generous donors who have made a vital contribution to this seminar. 

Thank you all.

Coming back to our workshop,

At a time where Human Rights get trampled and abused in such horrific ways, it is tantamount to jointly, individually and relentlessly continue to find ways to reinvigorate the need for Human Rights and take practical actions for their implementation and respect in daily life. 

Since the beginning of September, Seoul has been an apex for issues concerning Human Rights. This week, this seminar and the 7th Intl Conference for National Human Rights Institutions, which started yesterday in Seoul, are taking place concurrently.  About 10 days ago, the International Association of Prosecutors  came together here for an international conference in which Human Rights were also addressed. Human Rights are also currently very much on the Korean agenda with the proposal to ban or revise the National Security Law, as a means to better protecting the rights of the Korean people.

Mme Arbour, we are truly delighted and honored by your presence at this joint OHCHR/UNDP seminar.

We are very excited by this opportunity for our 2 organisations to collaborate on this very important topic: Good Governance & Human Rights.

We may be different agencies but, like all the UN agencies, we have one fundamental common point: PEOPLE. 

People from around the world, who should have, who should be entitled to the option of making free and educated choices for their lives.

For this to happen, they must be able to exercise their basic rights. 

Advocating, educating, supporting, pushing for and making every effort to ensure people will be able to exercise these rights, is what we are fundamentally about in the UN, each one in our own and complementary way.

So now, Good Governance and Human rights…how do they fit together?

Mrs Arbour has already and very eloquently given us some very good insights on this.

In 1998, the UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan, said   “Good Governance is perhaps the single most important factor in eradicating poverty and promoting development”

But, what are actually Governance and further more Good Governance? If we went around this room, I am sure we would have a host of different and complementary definitions.

Free, democratic and transparent elections, access to basic services, peoples active participation in a democratic environment, corporate social responsibility for Governments, profit or non profit oriented organisations, freedom of speech and association,...so many facets and angles to apprehend Governance and Good Governance. 

Today and tomorrow we will be exploring and discovering, on the one hand, some of the Good Governance practices which have enhanced the protection and exercise of Human Rights, but also as a reciprocating factor, how enhanced Human Rights have further strengthened Good Governance practices, and thereby contributed to people being able to live in dignity.

Without further due, I will hand the floor back to our Chairman and wish all of us a very stimulating and enlightening seminar.
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