Summary of an Illustrative Selection of Observations and Recommendations of Human Rights Mechanisms on the Situation of Children of African Descent

I.
Treaty Bodies

1.
Committee on the Rights of the Child
Brazil CRC/C/15/ADD.241 (2004)

The Committee expressed concern at some cultural and social practices discriminating against Brazilians of African descent. Also concern was expressed at the remarkable disparities of access, regular attendance, dropouts and retention of children in schools across country affecting particularly – inter alia- children of African descent.

The Committee recommended strengthening and centralizing mechanism to integrate and analyze systematically disaggregated data on all children under 18 for all areas covered by CRC, with special emphasis on most vulnerable groups, including children of African descent. 
Colombia CRC/C/COL/CO/3 (2006)
The Committee noted widespread discrimination towards certain vulnerable groups, including Afro-Colombian and indigenous children and children living in rural and remote areas. Their ability to access education and health facilities is severely reduced by disproportionate allocation of resources. Such vulnerable groups are at greater risk of recruitment by armed forces as well as of commercial and sexual exploitation, internal displacement and trafficking. The Committee noted that malnutrition continues to affect large proportion of displaced, Afro‑Colombian and indigenous populations. Afro-Colombian and indigenous peoples confront serious challenges and threats to enjoyment of their rights; both regular armed forces and armed groups distinct from State armed forces block vital supplies of food and medicines, resulting in high levels of malnutrition and disease. The Committee noted that 20 per cent of all Colombian children continue to lack birth registration, especially in rural areas and among Afro-Colombian and indigenous populations. Also, large parts of country, especially rural areas with high percentages of Afro-Colombian, indigenous and displaced populations, lacked presence of civilian authorities, notably Defensoría del Pueblo, in order to effectively monitor children's human rights situation

The Committee recommended prioritizing budgetary allocations to ensure implementation of economic, social and cultural rights of all children, including those belonging to financially disadvantaged groups, such as Afro-Colombian and indigenous children. In particular, the Committee recommended increasing public expenditure assigned for health sector and ensuring that distribution takes into account disadvantaged population groups and regions. Also all children should be adequately insured in order to have access to health services and special efforts should be deployed to address problem of malnutrition and low vaccination rates, with special emphasis on rural and remote areas and among displaced, Afro‑Colombian and indigenous populations. Concerning the right to education, the Committee recommended the use of proactive measures, such as additional support to compensate for hidden costs, in order to combat pervasive discrimination and social exclusion which affects vulnerable groups, such as Afro-Colombian and indigenous children. 
The Committee recommended that data should cover all children below age of 18 years and be disaggregated by groups of children who are in need of special protection, including Afro-Colombian and indigenous children. The Committee further recommended including in the next periodic report information on measures and programmes undertaken by State to provide special protection to vulnerable groups including Afro-Colombian children and to follow up on Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance

Ecuador CRC/C/15/Add.262 (2005)
The Committee echoed the concern expressed by CESCR that, despite constitutional and legal guarantees, indigenous and Afro-Ecuadorian people, as well as members of other ethnic minorities are, de facto, still discriminated against. Also, CRC echoed the concern expressed by CERD with regard to persistent and growing level of poverty, particularly affecting children, including indigenous and Afro‑Ecuadorian children. 
The Committee recommended: increasing budget allocations for promotion and implementation of rights of children in accordance with art. 4 CRC and pay particular attention to investment for implementation and protection of rights of children belonging to vulnerable groups, including indigenous and Afro-Ecuadorian children, children living in poverty and those in remote areas; increasing efforts to provide vulnerable and marginalized children, including indigenous and Afro-Ecuadorian children, with material assistance and support programmes, particularly with regard to nutrition, clothing and housing; increasing efforts to promote mental health and counselling services, inter alia with view to addressing suicide among adolescents, and ensuring that such services are accessible to, and appropriate for all adolescents, including indigenous, Afro‑Ecuadorian and those living in remote areas; strengthening system of collecting disaggregated data as part of national data collection system, including vulnerable and marginalized groups such as Afro‑Ecuadorian children. 

Panama CRC/C/15/ADD.233 (2004)
The Committee expressed concern at difficulties in accessing birth registration procedures, which particularly affect children of African descent, indigenous children and children living in rural areas and in border areas with Colombia and Costa Rica. The Committee further recommended paying particular attention to guarantee preservation of identity of indigenous and Afro-Panamanian children, e.g. by implementation of national plan to develop bilingual intercultural education. 
Uruguay CRC/C/URY/CO/2 (2007) 
The Committee noted the relatively high repetition and dropout rates, in particular among children living in poverty, boys and Afro-descendants The Committee noted with concern that Afro-descendant children suffer discrimination. Also, allocations for social expenditure still did not sufficiently benefit children; in particular, poor and vulnerable sections of society, such as Afro-descendants children, still did not receive enough allocations.
The Committee recommended: increasing efforts to monitor and ensure implementation of existing laws guaranteeing principle of non-discrimination and adopting a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on gender, ethnic, appearance or any grounds and against all vulnerable groups throughout the country. Particular attention should be given to eliminating discrimination against Afro-descendants. Also, the Committee recommended undertaking affirmative action to improve equal access to education, in particular for children belonging to vulnerable groups, including children living in poverty, boys, Afro-descendants and children in rural areas; compiling statistics disaggregated by urban/rural areas, ethnicity and sex in order to monitor repetition and dropout rates as well as impact of measures undertaken to combat these problems 

Venezuela CRC/C/VEN/CO/2 (2007)
The Committee noted the lack of reliable statistics and social indicators related to the situation of the Afro-descendant population. It also noted with concern that there are discriminatory practices against children of Afro-descendants and that indigenous children and children of Afro descendants do not receive sufficient information relevant to their needs. Also, enrolment rates for indigenous children, Afro-descendants and children living in rural areas are low.
The Committee recommended including specific questions regarding the Afro-descendant population in next census or national polls in order to enhance understanding about the particular challenges faced by this population. Data should cover all children’s rights for all children under 18  and be disaggregated by sex, age, ethnic group, indigenous children and children of Afro-descendants as well as those groups of children in need of special protection, such as children in detention, children requiring mental health assistance, children with disabilities, children in street situations, working children and refugee children. 

2.
Committee of the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
Argentina CERD/C/65/CO/1 (2004) 

The Committee requested including in the next report information on demographic composition of population, including information on indigenous peoples and minorities, such as Afro-Argentinians and Roma.  

Ecuador CERD/C/ECU/CO/19 (2008)
The Committee noted that a high proportion of persons belonging to the indigenous peoples and Afro‑Ecuadorian communities continued to suffer in practice from racism and racial discrimination in the State party. It further noted the racial discrimination directed against indigenous peoples and Afro‑Ecuadorian communities in the media, including the presentation of stereotypes which denigrate the indigenous peoples in television programmes and in articles in the press. The Committee noted with concern the limited enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights by indigenous peoples and Afro‑Ecuadorians, particularly where housing, education, health and employment are concerned, principally as a result of the growing and persistent poverty in the State party

It recommended, inter alia: taking immediate and medium‑term action to ensure the effective implementation of measures to reduce illiteracy among indigenous people and Afro‑Ecuadorians; including in the next report precise data on the proportion of indigenous people and Afro‑Ecuadorians who have access to primary, secondary and university education; taking special steps to protect the rights of women and girls belonging to the indigenous peoples and Afro‑Ecuadorian communities; undertaking to combat racial discrimination by drawing up a comprehensive national policy to combat racism and racial discrimination; taking appropriate steps to combat racial prejudice which leads to racial discrimination in the media, both in public and private channels and in the press. 
Venezuela CERD/C/VEN/CO/18 (2005)
The Committee noted the absence of disaggregated statistical data on Afro‑descendants 
and recommended including in next report disaggregated statistical data on Afro‑descendants. CERD reiterated concern at persistence of profound structural social and economic inequalities which have an impact on the enjoyment of human rights, particularly economic and social rights, and affect Afro‑descendants and indigenous peoples and recommended stepping up efforts to improve economic and social rights situation of Afro‑descendants and indigenous people, such as right to housing, right to health and sanitation services, right to work and right to adequate nutrition, in order to combat racial discrimination and eliminate structural inequalities

3.
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Canada E/C.12/CAN/CO/4 E/C.12/CAN/CO/5 (2006)
The committee expressed concern at information that African Canadian students face difficulties in accessing education and that they experience disproportionately high drop-out rate from secondary school.
Ecuador E/C.12/1/ADD.100 (2004)

The Committee noted the persistent and growing level of poverty in State, affecting primarily women, children, indigenous and Afro-Ecuadorian communities. It expressed concerns at the situation of young girls and indigenous and Afro-Ecuadorian children and that the de facto discrimination against Afro Ecuadorian population in all spheres of life. It recommended undertaking immediate steps to ensure equal opportunities for Afro-Ecuadorians, particularly with regard to employment, housing, health and education 

4.
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
Canada CEDAW/C/CAN/CO/7 (2008)
The Committee noted that a disproportionate number of aboriginal, Afro-Canadian and other women of colour are incarcerated and expressed concerns at the treatment of adolescent girls in juvenile detention, who are often detained in mixed-sex prisons, where they are exposed to violence from adolescent male detainees or from male prison guards.
Nicaragua CEDAW/C/NIC/CO/6 (2007)
The Committee noted the situation of indigenous and Afro-descendent women and girls and multiple forms of discrimination they face, which limit their de facto enjoyment of their human rights and full participation in all spheres of life. It also noted women's lack of access to justice in cases of violence, especially women and girls from poor and rural areas, as well as indigenous and Afro-descendent women and girls.

The Committee, inter alia, recommended making every effort to improve literacy level of girls and women, particularly poor, rural, indigenous and Afro-descendent women, including through adequate resourcing of comprehensive programmes at formal and non-formal levels and through adult education and training and ensuring that all women and girls victims of violence, including poor, rural, indigenous and Afro-descendent women, have access to immediate means of redress, protection, support and legal aid 

Venezuela CEDAW/C/VEN/CO/6 (2006)
The Committee recommended awareness-raising campaigns directed at both women and men, designed, whenever possible, with involvement of media and civil society, including NGOs, to address stereotypes regarding roles of women and men with view to combating discrimination against women, in particular against indigenous women and girls and women and girls of African descent. The Committee recommended ensuring effective access of women to information on contraceptives and provision of sex education and to sexual and reproductive health services, particularly to young women, women from rural areas, indigenous women and women and girls of African descent. 

II.
Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council
1.
Special Rapporteur on Racism

Brazil E/CN.4/2006/16/Add.3 (2006)

In his report on his visit to Brazil, the Special Rapporteur analyzes in depth the situation of Brazilian of African descent. It also looked at some aspects concerning the specific situation of children and young people, such as the issue of higher infant mortality rate and the fact that young Blacks are persistently taken for drug dealers and criminals and constant victims of racial profiling and discrimination. It also highlighted how half of the black population lives in poverty without access to health services. “In the favelas, where 90 per cent of the inhabitants are black, the conditions of life are very poor and degrading, with very limited health services and a lack of teachers. After nursery classes, in the absence of schools, many children get involved with drug dealers in drug trafficking. The level of illiteracy is unacceptably high. The general feeling is that they have no hope of getting a decent education, good schools are unaffordable for them, and there is no chance of later going to university”. Also the Special Rapporteur highlighted how children belonging to religious communities that practice religions of African origin are discriminated against in school. 
The Special Rapporteue could also observe some good practices: “In Rio de Janeiro, in Favela da Maré, the Ação Comunitária do Brasil NGO runs a very innovative socio-educational project of assistance and training of children, adolescents and adults to develop their self-esteem based on their Afro-descendant origins and their artistic and professional capacities, in order to promote their insertion in the labour market. It opens otherwise inaccessible and unexplored avenues for the future of the inhabitants. In addition, the linkage of artistic creativity and social and economic development is used in solutions to today’s societal problems, such as recycling. The Special Rapporteur wishes to pay tribute to the creative ideas generated in Favela da Maré”.
2. 
Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography

Brazil (E/CN.4/2004/9/Add.2)
The Special Rapporteur noted how race and ethnicity are determinants of vulnerability to commercial sexual exploitation of children. Persons trafficked for sexual purposes were predominantly female and adolescent Afro-Brazilians, between 15 and 25 years old. The SR further highlighted how stereotypical representations of the young Brazilian girls conveying the message of sexual availability tend to portray Afro-Brazilians. 
3.
Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education
Germany A/HRC/4/29/Add.3
Although not focusing on African children or children of African descent, the report of the Special Rapporteur focuses on challenges concerning the education of migrant children and children of migrant background, as well as refugee children.
USA E/CN.4/2002/60/Add.1
The Special Rapporteur pointed out that referrals of African American children to special education exceeded threefold referrals of white children, and half of black children were placed in the most restrictive setting. Twenty-eight per cent of those segregated into special education dropped out, while less than 8 per cent finished school. The percentage of special education children also tended to be elevated in districts where most children were poor and black (12 per cent in Mississippi, 25 per cent in Benoit).
4.
Representative of the Secretary-General on Internally Displaced Persons 
Colombia A/HRC/4/38/Add.3 (2007)
The SRG in looking at the various reasons for displacement and at the situation of displaced communities touches upon the situation of children. 
5.
Special Rapporteur on Racism and Independent Expert on Minority Issues

Joint visit – Dominican Republic A/HR/C/7/19/Add.5 A/HRC/7/23/Add.3
The experts found that there is a profound and entrenched problem of racism and discrimination in Dominican society, generally affecting blacks and particularly such groups as black Dominicans, Dominicans of Haitian descent and Haitians. It was generally noted that the term black and, by extension, traits or elements related to African descent are associated with Haitians – which in turn is commonly used to designate both documented and undocumented Haitians and Dominicans of Haitian descent. The experts pointed at the difficulty for children of Haitian workers born in the Dominican Republic to obtain a birth certificate. Life without documentation for people of Haitian descent living in the Dominican Republic has resulted in indiscriminate and arbitrary deportations. Also, the lack of a birth certificate prevents children from continuing their education beyond the sixth grade, or according to come indication even to enroll in primary school.

III.
Universal Periodic Review
Colombia A/HRC/WG.6/3/L.14
During the review Romania requested further elaboration on the policies envisaged to ensure full implementation of the right to education and non-discrimination in access to education, particularly regarding indigenous and Afro-Colombian groups, and on measures to fight against the phenomenon of children abandoning school.
Poland A/HRC/8/30
During the dialogue some concerns were expressed about persisting racial discrimination cases purported to target Asian and African children in educational institutions. 

