DIGEST OF ICM RECOMMENDATIONS 

(up until ICM 10 included)
1.
Working Methods

1.1
Inter-Committee meeting

1.2
Treaty Bodies



1.2.1
Consideration in the absence of a report


1.2.2
Informal consultations with States parties



1.2.3
Accessibility/publicity



1.2.4
Task Forces



1.2.5
Lists of issues



1.2.6
Joint General Comments


1.3
Harmonisation



1.3.1
Standardisation of terminology and cross-referencing



1.3.2
Identity of country rapporteur



1.3.3
Revised harmonised reporting guidelines

2.
Follow-up


2.1
Follow-up to concluding observations


2.2
Follow-up to individual communications


2.3
Follow-up to inquiries


2.4
Involvement of other stakeholders

3.
Reservations

4.
Technical Assistance

5.
Resources


5.1
Human and financial


5.2
Documentation

6. 
UPR / HRC

7.
National Human Rights Institutions

8.
Non-Governmental Organisations

9.
Ratification of international human rights treaties

10.
Statistical information related to human rights

11.
Treaty Body reform

12.
Liaising with UN Specialised Agencies, Funds and Programmes, and 


Special Procedures

13.
Other


13.1
Independence of experts


13.2
United Nations Study on Violence against Children


13.3
Business and human rights

1.
Working Methods
1.1
Inter-Committee meeting
ICM 10

Reiterated its previous recommendation (A/64/276, para. 49 (j) and (m)) to establish a working group on follow-up, with the composition of both the rapporteurs on follow-up to concluding observations and the rapporteurs on follow-up to individual communications of each treaty body, if applicable, or the members responsible for follow-up activities.

Recommended that the working group be divided into two sub-groups, one on follow-up to concluding observations and inquiries/visits
, and one on follow-up to individual communications, and that the sub-groups meet in parallel once per year for a period of two days with a view to facilitating interaction.
Recommended that the sub-groups commence their work by determining their modalities, terms of reference and working methods, and that the working group report to the inter-committee meeting

Recommended that other thematic working groups be established as decided. The tenth inter-committee meeting requested the Secretariat to organize the meetings of the working groups within available resources

Recommended that the practice of establishing such thematic working groups be reviewed after two years, in view of its experimental nature. 

Recommended that the inter-committee meeting meet once per year, with the participation of the chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies who are ex officio members for this purpose, as well as one additional member of each treaty body.

Recommended that a standing item on its agenda be the strengthening of the treaty body system through the improvement and harmonization of treaty body working methods

Decided that the eleventh inter-committee meeting would focus on the theme of preparation and analysis as a basis for lists of issues, including lists of issues prior to reporting (targeted/focused reports), taking into account the application of the common core document and the treaty-specific reporting guidelines
Recommended that the meeting of chairpersons identify such a specific theme to be discussed at subsequent inter-committee meetings. Recommended that documentation for the inter-committee meetings include a background paper on such theme, prepared by the Secretariat, with respect to current practices as well as suggestions for possible areas for harmonization. This background paper will be circulated to all treaty bodies as early as possible prior to the inter-committee meeting to allow each treaty body to discuss the theme in preparation for the meeting.

ICM 9 
Decided that the agenda items for the tenth inter-committee meeting would include, inter alia, follow-up to concluding observations and views and the universal periodic review mechanism of the Human Rights Council. 

ICM 8
Decided that the agenda items for the ninth inter-committee meeting would be the following: the identity/role of the country rapporteur/country task force, cross-referencing the work of other treaty bodies, standardization of terminology, the participation of national human rights institutions, States parties and NGOs, and the universal periodic review mechanism of the Human Rights Council. 

Requested the Secretariat to prepare a briefing note on the history of the inter-committee meeting and meeting of chairpersons and to distribute it to all the treaty bodies. All treaty bodies should carefully study the note and discuss the possibility of a merger of the inter-committee meeting and meeting of chairpersons that would allow for the ninth inter-committee meeting to take a decision on this issue. All treaty bodies should also consider whether the inter-committee meeting should be given an enhanced decision-making role with regard to harmonization of working methods. 

ICM 7

Reiterated the view that the inter-committee meeting provided a useful forum for discussing matters of mutual concern and strengthening coordination among the treaty bodies, and recommended that the General Assembly consider the possibility of convening such meetings on a regular basis.

Recommended that one of its two annual meetings be dedicated exclusively to the improvement and harmonization of working methods of the human rights treaty bodies.

Decided that the agenda items for the eighth inter-committee meeting would be the following: the revised treaty-specific guidelines; follow-up to concluding observations; consideration of a State party in the absence of a report; and the universal periodic review mechanism of the Human Rights Council. 

ICM 6

Reiterated the view expressed by many, including States parties, that the inter-committee meeting provided a useful forum for discussing matters of mutual concern and strengthening coordination among the treaty bodies, and recommended that the General Assembly consider the possibility of convening such meetings on a regular basis.

Recognizing the need to improve and harmonize further the working methods of the human rights treaty bodies, the inter-committee meeting considered it appropriate that it convene twice annually, with the participation of the chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies, who were ex officio members for that purpose. The inter-committee meeting would, inter alia, make recommendations for the improvement and harmonization of working methods of the human rights treaty bodies. As usual, all recommendations of the inter-committee meeting should be adopted in consultation and with the approval of all the human rights treaty bodies.

ICM 5
Reiterated the view expressed by many, including States parties, that the inter-committee meeting provided a useful forum for discussing matters of mutual concern and strengthening coordination among the treaty bodies, and recommended that the General Assembly consider the possibility of convening such meetings on an annual basis.
ICM 4

Decided that the Chairperson of the current inter-committee meeting report on the implementation of its recommendations at the beginning of the next inter-committee meeting, before the election of the chairperson of that meeting.
ICM 3

Recommended that the Chairperson of the current inter-committee meeting should coordinate implementation of the present recommendations together with the chairpersons of the other treaty bodies and report on their implementation at the beginning of the next inter-committee meeting, before the election of the chairperson of that meeting.

1.2
Treaty Bodies

General 

ICM 1

Taking account of the universality, indivisibility and interdependence of human rights,

treaty bodies should work together in a complementary way in order to underline the holistic nature of the human rights treaty framework. Collaboration should be enhanced through, inter alia:

(a) Collaborative days of general debate or general discussion;

(b) Formulation, where appropriate, of joint statements, particularly with respect to

United Nations conferences and summits;

(c) Formulation of joint general comments/recommendations by two or more treaty

bodies; the subject of such general comments could be discussed in future Inter-Committee meetings, where appropriate;

(d) Circulation of draft general comments/recommendations to other treaty bodies for

input;

(e) Cross-reference, where appropriate, to pertinent comments of other treaty bodies

in concluding observations/comments;

(f) Information from and input of NGOs, which is critical to the effective functioning

of the United Nations treaty body system.

Treaty body secretariats should assume a stronger role in ensuring greater consultation

amongst treaty bodies.
Treaty bodies should devise a framework to provide States parties whose reporting

obligations under several human rights treaties are almost simultaneous with the option of staggering the dates of their appearance before the different treaty bodies.

Treaty bodies should seek to identify the date of submission of a State party’s subsequent periodic report clearly in the concluding observations/comments on the previous report of the State party; where appropriate, this date may allow for consolidation of more than one reporting obligation. Treaty bodies should elaborate criteria to govern circumstances in which the reports of States parties may be examined in the absence of representatives of the State party concerned. Treaty bodies should consider the possibility of examining the situation in a State party in the absence of a report where that State party’s initial/periodic report is long overdue.

Treaty bodies should convene meetings and establish a dialogue with representatives of States parties on a country-by-country basis in order to explore reasons for failure to meet reporting obligations and encourage the submission of reports. As a general rule, all treaty bodies should make information submitted to them by NGOs

available to the States parties concerned. Treaty bodies should seek to convene pre-sessional and in-sessional working groups in order to formulate lists of issues and questions on the reports of States parties. Lists of issues and questions, which should be as concise and precise as possible, should be transmitted to States parties well in advance of the examination of their reports. Lists of issues and questions should ask for disaggregated and comparative data, spanning the time between the examination of the previous report and the examination of the report on which the list of issues has been drawn up. Treaty bodies should seek to formulate concluding observations/comments which reflect as closely as possible the contents of the dialogue with the State party concerns. Treaty bodies should seek to include concerns and their pertinent recommendations in the same section of the concluding observations/comments. Treaty bodies should include a section on “factors and difficulties affecting the implementation of the Convention/Covenant” with caution and where appropriate in concluding observations/comments on the reports of States parties. Treaty bodies should formulate country-specific concluding observations/comments, incorporating realistic recommendations. Treaty bodies should formulate concluding observations/comments which include concise and concrete recommendations, to allow for follow-up. Treaty bodies should ensure that their concluding observations /comments are made available first to the States parties concerned. Treaty bodies should make available any comments by States parties on concluding observations/comments on their reports as public documents, as appropriate, including in electronic format. Except where the correction of factual errors is concerned, treaty bodies should not engage in discussion with States parties on the form or content of concluding observations/comments. Treaty bodies should develop procedures for follow-up on concluding observations/comments; the modalities of such procedures, which should be as transparent as possible, should be left to each committee.
1.2.1
Consideration in the absence of a report

ICM 9

Welcomed the information provided by the Secretariat on non-reporting States and looked forward to further consultation on that issue. It also encouraged OHCHR and other United Nations agencies to engage in capacity-building and technical assistance activities with a view to facilitating the timely submission of reports by States parties. 

ICM 8

Noted that the absence of State party reports on treaty implementation, including initial reports, affected all treaty bodies. While the consideration of a report, as well as the establishment of a constructive dialogue with States parties, will always be the objective of treaty bodies, long overdue initial and periodic reports would seriously hamper the monitoring mandate of treaty bodies and the implementation of treaty provisions. Non-reporting States should be reminded of their overdue reporting obligations and encouraged to report, and, as a last resort, treaty bodies should consider reviewing the implementation of treaties in the absence of a report and adopt concluding observations in that respect. 

Requested the Secretariat to produce a list of non-reporting States, including initial and periodic, in order to identify trends and patterns of non-reporting. The Secretariat was also requested to produce a paper on best practices/lessons learned from the review procedure. Each non‑reporting State should be considered in accordance with its specific situation, taking into account, in particular, the overdue period, the human rights situation in the country and any specific difficulties that the State party might face. OHCHR is encouraged to proactively engage in capacity-building and technical assistance activities in relation to the submission of reports, in particular, through its regional and field presences.

ICM 7

Noted that the absence of State party reports on treaty implementation, including initial reports, affected all treaty bodies. While the consideration of a report, as well as the establishment of a constructive dialogue with States parties, will always be the objective of treaty bodies, long overdue initial and periodic reports would seriously hamper the monitoring mandate of treaty bodies and the implementation of treaty provisions. Non-reporting States should be reminded of their overdue reporting obligations and encouraged to report, and, as a last resort, treaty bodies should consider reviewing the implementation of treaties in the absence of a report and adopt concluding observations in that respect. 

Requested the Secretariat to produce a list of non-reporting States, including initial and periodic. Each non-reporting State should be considered in accordance with its specific situation, taking into account, in particular, the overdue period, the human rights situation in the country and any specific difficulties that the State party might face. OHCHR is encouraged to engage in capacity-building and technical assistance activities, in particular, through its regional and field presences.

ICM 3

Recommended that the Secretariat produce a comprehensive report highlighting the situation with regard to non-reporting by States parties and reports that are overdue.

ICM 2

Taking into account the relevant provisions of the respective treaties and rules of procedure, recommended that each committee adopt appropriate procedures to examine the situation of human rights in a State party whose reports were long overdue and that had not responded to reminders of its reporting obligation. In that regard, all committees should adopt the following incremental and graduated measures to encourage submission of overdue reports:

(a) At each session, the secretariat shall notify the committee of all cases

of non-submission of reports. In such cases, the committee shall transmit to the

State party concerned a reminder concerning the submission of such reports;

(b) At each session, the secretariat shall provide the committee with a

list of all reports that are substantially overdue. In such cases, the committee

may notify the States parties concerned that the implementation of the treaty

will be considered at a designated session and request the State party to

indicate before the following session when it will submit the overdue report;

(c) The Committee shall also inform the State party of the availability of

technical assistance with respect to reporting from OHCHR and the Division

for the Advancement of Women;

(d) If, at the following session, the State party has not responded, the

Committee may schedule the examination of the situation of human rights of

the State party for consideration in the absence of a report.

1.2.2
Informal consultation with States parties
ICM 9

Appreciated the dialogue with States parties and emphasized that the informal consultations with States parties provided an important platform for dialogue and interaction and recommended that meetings be convened with specific and focused agendas. The ninth inter-committee meeting highlighted that informal consultations complement informal consultations between individual treaty bodies and States parties. 

ICM 8

Emphasized that the informal consultations with States parties provided an important platform for dialogue and interaction and recommended that a full one-day meeting should be allocated for the informal consultations with States parties in the context of the ninth inter-committee meeting in 2009. Requested the Secretariat, in consultation with the treaty bodies, to prepare a specific and focused agenda for this meeting.
1.2.3
Accessibility/publicity
ICM 9

Re-emphasized the necessity of making the work of treaty bodies more widely known and encouraged the treaty bodies that had not already done so to discuss media strategies and also work towards a common media strategy, with the assistance and advice of OHCHR. Reiterated its recommendation that OHCHR explore alternative means of facilitating the broadest public access to the treaty body public examinations of periodic reports, including the possibility of webcasting, the use of other modern technologies, and making audio files readily available. Highlighted the need for allocation of adequate financial resources in this respect. 

Recommended that all treaty bodies, OHCHR and other United Nations agencies improve access for persons with disabilities to the United Nations system, and in particular the treaty bodies, including through facilitating such access, inter alia, with respect to documentation. 

ICM 8

Emphasized the necessity to make the work of treaty bodies more widely known and encouraged the treaty bodies that had not already done so to discuss and adopt media strategies and to work towards a common media strategy, with the assistance and advice of OHCHR. Recommended that OHCHR explore alternative means of facilitating the broadest public access to the treaty body public examinations of periodic reports, including the possibility of webcasting and using other modern technologies. 
ICM 7

Recommended that OHCHR explore alternative means of facilitating the broadest public access to the treaty body public examinations of periodic reports, including the possibility of webcasting and using other modern technologies.
ICM 3

Recommended that committees establish a liaison point with the Department of Public Information to ensure the accuracy of press releases. Recommended that the press releases of each committee should include a disclaimer stating, “This press

release is not an official record and is provided for public information

only”.

ICM 2

Welcomed the secretariat’s creation of a public listserve to facilitate the dissemination of concluding observations/comments electronically after each session. It recommended that the secretariat expand the listserve to include the work of other human rights mechanisms, in particular reports of the special mechanisms of the Commission on Human Rights.

1.2.4
Task Forces (ICM 9)
Invited each treaty body to consider discussing the practices relating to the formation of thematic and country task forces and the role of such task forces and to report back to the eleventh inter-committee meeting on this issue. 
1.2.5
Lists of issues
ICM 7

Acknowledged the usefulness of lists of issues prepared and transmitted to States parties in advance of the consideration of initial and periodic reports. While the content of lists of issues remains at the discretion of each treaty body, within its competence, the inter-committee meeting may wish to identify and discuss best practices in relation to their format and the structure, especially in order to address more focused lists of issues to State parties. 

ICM 4

The inter-committee meeting reaffirmed its earlier recommendation that each committee should adopt the practice of producing a list of issues and questions. Such lists of issue could relate to both initial and periodic reports and should be submitted to States parties well in advance of the session at which the relevant State party’s report is to be considered by the Committee.

ICM 3

Recommended that each committee, if it had not already done so, consider adopting the practice of producing a list of issues and questions to be submitted to States parties before the session at which the respective State party’s report is to be considered by

the Committee. Recommended that States parties should specifically address the steps taken to implement the Committee’s concluding observations/recommendations in their periodic reports. Where this information is not included, it was recommended that committees request it in their list of issues for the State party.

1.2.6
Joint General Comments

ICM 7

Noted the usefulness of exploring the possibility of issuing joint general comments. It encouraged treaty bodies to actively consider the discussion and adoption of joint general comments and reiterated that such general comments should only refer to common thematic issues, not treaty provisions, and recommended that OHCHR actively support such a process. 

ICM 2

Agreed that general comments/recommendations and the process of their elaboration provided opportunities for reflecting the holistic nature of the treaty body system. The meeting recommended that treaty bodies strengthen their efforts to exchange information and opinions on general comments/recommendations in order to ensure jurisprudential consistency among treaty bodies with respect to substantive issues.

On substantive issues, where the language of provisions of different treaties was virtually identical, treaty bodies should cooperate in the elaboration of general comments/recommendations, which would then be adopted by each of those committees in parallel. Agreed that common issues could be the subject of general comments/recommendations adopted by treaty bodies in parallel. The meeting considered that a general comment on non-reporting should be adopted by each committee in parallel.

1.3
Harmonisation
General

ICM 5

Noted the various proposals for harmonizing the working methods of the treaty bodies, including those contained in paragraph 20 of the concept paper. It recommended that a working group be established as soon as possible, consisting of seven members, one designated by each committee, to discuss those ideas and other possibilities, including the proposals put forward by CERD, CRC and CEDAW and to report to the sixth inter committee meeting in 2007.
ICM 4

Noted the report of the secretariat on the working methods of the treaty bodies (HRI/MC/2005/4) and, in accordance with the recommendation of the third inter-committee meeting, and requested the secretariat to keep this document updated for submission to the fifth inter-committee meeting.

ICM 3

Recommended that each committee should include in its agenda for each session a specific item on working methods if it had not already done so. The secretariat of each committee was requested to produce a document detailing its working methods for inclusion in its annual report, or issued as a separate document. Requested OHCHR, in collaboration with the Division for the Advancement of Women, to produce a

comparative report on the working methods of all committees, to be updated on a regular basis. Recommended that OHCHR, in collaboration with the Division for the Advancement of Women, submit a proposal to the fourth inter-committee meeting on the standardization of terminology used by treaty bodies relating to the technical elements of their work.
ICM 2

In the light of the principle of the universality, indivisibility and interdependence of human rights, the inter-committee meeting emphasized the need to ensure consistency in the examination of reports by all treaty bodies. Recommended that the secretariat ensure that, in addition to the State party report, the same basic information was provided to all treaty bodies. Recommended that the secretariat provide, to all members of the relevant treaty body prior to the examination of a State party’s report, the concluding observations/recommendations of other committees and relevant decisions on individual communications/complaints, including from regional organizations when appropriate, from the preceding three years. Where the State party had been examined by another treaty body within the previous three months, the

meeting recommended that the secretariat provide, where available, the summary records of that meeting. Recommended that, where appropriate, committees should refer to relevant concluding observations/comments of other treaty bodies either during the dialogue or in their own concluding comments.

ICM 1

Efforts should be made to ensure that all treaty bodies that wish to do so are able to

convene pre-sessional working groups. Treaty body secretariats should institute a harmonized system of reporting reminders to States parties.

1.3.1
Standardization of terminology and cross-referencing the work of other treaty bodies

ICM 9

Requested the Secretariat to prepare a comparative study on the use of terminology across the treaty bodies with a view to standardizing terminology to the furthest extent possible. The Secretariat was also requested once again to conduct a study on the extent to which treaty bodies cross-reference the work of other treaty bodies. The inter-committee meeting will revisit both issues at its eleventh meeting in 2010.

ICM 7

Requested the Secretariat to inform the inter-committee meeting of the practices of treaty bodies with regard to terminology and cross-references to the work of other treaty bodies. The inter-committee meeting will revisit this issue in the course of 2009

ICM 5
Noting the emerging agreement on the use of terms such as “concluding observations” and “general comments”, recommended that the Secretariat revise its proposal on standardization of terminology as contained in the annex to document HRI/MC/2005/2 and submit it to each committee for consideration, with a view to the approval of standardized terminology by the nineteenth meeting of chairpersons in 2007.
ICM 4

Recommended that the question of standardization of terminology be considered by each committee during the course of the year and that the secretariat prepare a paper, based on the comments received, containing revised proposals for the consideration of the next inter-committee meeting.

1.3.2
Identity of the country rapporteurs (ICM 9)
Noting the collective responsibility of each treaty body in adopting concluding observations and that the majority of treaty bodies make the identity of the country rapporteurs public, the ninth inter-committee meeting encouraged harmonization in this context. 
1.3.3
Revised harmonised reporting guidelines

ICM 8

Noting that a majority of treaty bodies had adopted revised guidelines for treaty-specific documents on reporting under the international human rights treaties, reaffirmed that the remaining treaty bodies should aim at completing the adoption of their revised guidelines by the end of 2009. As of 2010, States parties would be urged to use the new reporting system as a whole, consisting of a common core document and a treaty-specific document. In the meantime, States parties were encouraged to use the approved harmonized guidelines on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines on a common core document and treaty-specific documents (as contained in document HRI/GEN/2/Rev.5) and the treaty-specific guidelines already adopted, when submitting a report to a human rights treaty body. OHCHR is encouraged to proactively engage in capacity-building and technical assistance activities, in particular, through its regional and field presences.

ICM 7

Noting that some treaty bodies had adopted revised guidelines for treaty-specific documents on reporting under the international human rights treaties, encouraged the remaining treaty bodies to complete the adoption of their revised guidelines by the end of 2009. Reiterated that the approved harmonized guidelines on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines on a common core document and treaty-specific documents (as contained in document HRI/GEN/2/Rev.5) should be used by States parties when submitting a report to any human rights treaty body.

ICM 6

Requested that the Secretariat send a note verbale to all the Permanent Missions to the United Nations Office at Geneva recommending that the approved harmonized guidelines on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines on a common core document and treaty-specific documents, contained in document HRI/GEN/2/Rev.4 should be used by States parties when submitting a report to any human rights treaty body.

Briefings with States parties to further disseminate those guidelines and clarify issues related to their implementation should also be organized by the Secretariat.

ICM 5

Accepted the revised harmonized guidelines on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines on a common core document and treaty-specific documents (HRI/MC/2006/3 and Corr.1). It recommended that the committees apply these guidelines in a flexible manner, review as appropriate their existing reporting guidelines for initial and periodic reports and compile indications of any difficulties experienced in their implementation. It also recommended that the experiences of each committee in implementing the guidelines be reviewed at the seventh inter-committee meeting in 2008 and that consideration be given to the establishment of an inter-committee mechanism to keep the guidelines under review.

ICM 4

Recommended:

a) That an analysis be undertaken by the secretariat of the extent to which

States parties comply with the existing reporting guidelines for each treaty in the preparation of their reports to the treaty bodies;

b) That a technical working group be established, composed of seven members, one designated by each committee, in order to finalize the draft guidelines for consideration and eventual adoption by each of the committees. The secretariat was requested to arrange for the working group to convene as soon as possible after its establishment. The working group, in consultation with the secretariat, should, inter alia, review the revised draft harmonized guidelines set forth in document HRI/MC/2005/3; consider an options paper prepared by the secretariat on the substantive content of the common core document; discuss whether and, if so, what extent congruent substantive provisions in the treaties should be included in the core document; consider the results of the analysis prepared by the secretariat in accordance paragraph (a) above.
ICM 3

Recommended that the Chairpersons forward the draft guidelines on an expanded core document and treaty-specific targeted reports (HRI/MC/2004/3) and the report of the inter-committee meeting to their respective committees for discussion as a priority item of their agenda. Recommended the establishment of a mechanism for further consultations between the committees on the draft proposed guidelines and other matters relating to the harmonization of their reporting guidelines during the coming year. The meeting decided to entrust this task to Mr. Kamel Filali as rapporteur.

Bearing in mind the importance and complexity of the proposed guidelines, the third inter-committee meeting requested OHCHR, in consultation with the Division for the Advancement of Women, to continue to work on the draft proposed guidelines, incorporating the comments and suggestions made by each committee during the course of the year, as well as those received from NGOs, NHRIs and States parties, with a view to producing revised guidelines for consideration, if possible at the fourth

inter-committee meeting, in 2005. Agreed that any States parties wishing to prepare reports using the draft guidelines should be entitled to do so and encouraged them to seek technical assistance from OHCHR and the Division for the Advancement of Women, which were requested to provide technical assistance to States engaged in this process.

ICM 2

Agreed that it shared the overriding concerns and objectives of the Secretary-General expressed in his report, in particular with regard to strengthening the implementation of human rights obligations at the national level. The meeting agreed that the proposal that each State should be allowed to produce a single report summarizing its adherence to the full range of international human rights treaties to which it was a party would not adequately meet those overriding concerns and objectives. Considered that those concerns and objectives could be met more appropriately by requiring States parties to human rights treaties to prepare an expanded core document that would be regularly updated, as well as treaty-specific targeted periodic reports to individual treaty bodies. Recommended that the secretariat prepare draft guidelines for an expanded core document for consideration by each committee and adoption by the third inter-committee meeting in 2004. The guidelines should emphasize substantive human rights issues relating to provisions in all or several human rights treaties. Recommended that the secretariat examine the possibilities for greater harmonization of the reporting guidelines for each of the treaty bodies.

2.
Follow-up
2.1
Follow-up to concluding observations
ICM 10 

Reiterated the recommendation of previous meetings that each treaty body consider adopting a procedure within a reasonable time period. Such a procedure could include a request to States parties to respond, within a designated period of time, to priority issues identified by the Committee. Recommended that reminders be sent to States parties who do not respond to the request for information within a given deadline, in accordance with the decision by each treaty body.

Recommended that the modalities of follow-up procedures on concluding observations should be developed by each treaty body, further elaborated and acted upon within the working group on follow-up. The procedure should consist of one or more mandate holder(s) who will assess the information provided by States parties and develop, as necessary, pertinent criteria for analysis of the information received. Recommended that the working group on follow-up serve as a tool for harmonization of such procedures. Reiterated its previous recommendation that each treaty body complete an assessment and analysis of its follow-up procedure, identifying difficulties, obstacles and results, by 2011, with a view to facilitating the task of the working group on follow-up.

Recommended that the follow-up procedure of each treaty body should be undertaken in a transparent manner and therefore be considered as a public procedure. Recommended that all the information received from the States parties and correspondence between States parties and the treaty bodies should be made publically available, including information received from other stakeholders such as national human rights institutions and civil society, including non-governmental organizations. Recommended that a separate webpage on follow-up be created for each treaty body to include such information. 

ICM 9
Reiterated the recommendation of previous meetings that each treaty body consider adopting a procedure within a reasonable period of time to ensure effective follow-up to concluding observations, such as the appointment of a rapporteur on follow-up or any other appropriate mechanism.

Reiterated the recommendation of previous meetings that additional resources be allocated to follow-up activities, including for workshops, meetings and, on the invitation of the State party concerned, country visits. Emphasized the important role played by national human rights institutions and civil society, including NGOs, in respect of follow-up at the national level. 

Decided that the tenth inter-committee meeting would be devoted to discussion of follow-up to concluding observations and views of treaty bodies in order to, inter alia, identify best practices in respect of follow-up and consider possible areas of harmonization in this respect. 

ICM 8
Reiterated its previous recommendation that each treaty body consider adopting a procedure within a reasonable period of time to ensure effective follow-up to concluding observations, such as the appointment of a rapporteur on follow-up or any other appropriate mechanism.

Reiterated its previous recommendation that additional resources be allocated to follow-up activities, especially for workshops, meetings and country visits and that treaty body members be more involved in those activities. Also emphasized the important role played by national human rights institutions and civil society, including NGOs, in respect of follow-up at the national level. 

Reiterated its previous recommendation that a working group/task force on follow-up to concluding observations be established inter-sessionally, consisting of the rapporteur for follow-up on concluding observations of each treaty body, if applicable, or the members responsible for follow-up activities. Such a working group/task force could, among other things, identify best practices in respect of follow-up and consider possible areas of harmonization in this respect, and consider the possibility of integrated follow-up. The working group/task force should report back to the ninth inter-committee meeting in 2009 on its findings. 

Recommended that each treaty body complete an assessment and analysis of its follow-up procedure, identifying difficulties, obstacles and results, by 2010. Based upon the results of the assessments at the committee level, recommended that a common assessment of the follow-up procedures be conducted in 2010 by the working group/task force. Such an assessment would facilitate the identification of possible areas of harmonization and the future development of the best possible procedure on follow-up for all the treaty bodies. 

Recommended that follow-up information received by one treaty body be shared with the other treaty bodies, including in respect of cross-cutting issues and issues of common concern. 

ICM 7

Reiterated its previous recommendation that each treaty body consider adopting a procedure to ensure effective follow-up to concluding observations, such as the appointment of a rapporteur on follow-up or any other appropriate mechanism. It also recommended that additional resources be allocated to follow-up activities, especially for workshops, meetings and country visits and that treaty body members be more involved in those activities;

Noted the importance of follow-up to concluding observations and recommended that a working group on harmonization and/or identification of best practices in respect of follow-up be established either intersessionally or during the eighth inter-committee meeting, consisting, among other things, of the rapporteur for follow-up on concluding observations of each treaty body, if applicable, or the members responsible for follow-up activities. The working group should report back to the ninth inter-committee meeting in 2009 on its findings.

Recommended that any follow-up provide for a periodic qualitative assessment of the implementation of concluding observations. Such assessment should be conducted in open meetings. 

ICM 5
Recalled earlier recommendations that each committee should continue to consider adopting procedures to ensure effective follow-up to their concluding observations/comments, including the appointment of a rapporteur on follow-up. It further recommended that follow-up could be conducted in open meetings and follow-up seminars and that each committee should explore other follow-up measures.

ICM  4
Recalled its earlier recommendation that each committee should continue to consider adopting procedures to ensure effective follow-up to their concluding observations/comments, including the appointment of a rapporteur on follow-up. It further recommended that follow-up could be conducted in open meetings.

ICM 3

Recommended that each committee continue to consider adopting procedures to ensure effective follow-up to their concluding observations, taking into account the procedures that are already being implemented and their respective workloads.

ICM 2
In the light of the initiatives taken by the Human Rights Committee and

the Committee against Torture, recommended that all treaty bodies should examine the possibility of introducing procedures to follow up their recommendations.

2.2
Follow-up to individual communications 
ICM 10

Requested the Secretariat to prepare a background paper on convergence and divergence of follow-up procedures to individual communications of the treaty bodies and to present such paper to the proposed sub-group on follow-up to individual communications, as referred to in paragraph a), with a view to facilitating their discussion.  

Recommended that decisions/views on individual communications be published in a regular and systematic way, and disseminated broadly, with a view to enhancing the involvement of national human rights institutions and civil society, in encouraging States parties’ implementation of decisions/views of treaty bodies. 

ICM 8

Reaffirmed the importance of consolidating, and possibly strengthening, the procedures in place for following up on individual communications. The rapporteurs on follow-up to individual communications should join the working group/task force on follow-up. 

ICM 7

Reaffirmed the importance of consolidating, and possibly strengthening, the procedures in place for following up on decisions on individual complaints.

2.3
Follow-up to inquiries (ICM 10)
Recommended that treaty bodies able to conduct inquiries consider the feasibility and necessity of establishing a follow-up procedure that is specific to the inquiry procedure. 
2.4
Involvement of other stakeholders in follow-up activities (ICM 10)
Reiterated its previous recommendation concerning the important role played by national human rights institutions, national preventive mechanisms, and civil society, including NGOs, in respect of follow-up at the national level, and encouraged the support of such stakeholders in the implementation of treaty bodies’ follow-up procedures. Recommended that each treaty body secretariat clarify and make public the deadlines for submission of such information.

3.
Reservations
ICM 10

Requested the Secretariat to include in its report on reservations, prepared on a regular basis, information on the progress made by the United Nations International Law Commission with regard to reservations. In view of this information, the inter-committee meeting will then decide whether the working group on reservations should reconvene. 
ICM 6

Welcomed the report of the working group on reservations (HRI/MC/2007/5 and Add.1). Endorsed the recommendations formulated by the working group (HRI/MC/2007/5, para. 16) and recommended that the working group should be maintained and meet if required.

ICM 5

Noted with appreciation the report of the working group on reservations (HRI/MC/2006/5) and the progress the working group had achieved. It supported the ongoing efforts of the working group and recommended that it reconvene and submit a fuller report on this issue to the sixth inter-committee meeting in 2007.

ICM 4

Recommended that a working group, composed of a member of each committee, be convened early in 2006 to consider an updated version of the report on reservations prepared by the Secretariat (HRI/MC/2005/5) and to report to the next inter-committee meeting. Also called on the secretariat to update the report regularly.

ICM 3
Recommended that the Secretariat prepare a report, including a table showing all reservations made to the core human rights treaties and the nature of the provisions covered, with a view to establishing a working group consisting of a representative of each committee to consider this report and to report to the next inter-committee meeting.

4.
Technical assistance
ICM 10

Encouraged all actors involved in international cooperation, including the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), to engage in capacity building and technical assistance activities in relation to implementation of treaty body recommendations and decisions/views, in particular, through its regional and field presences, and to seek to involve relevant United Nations entities in such activities.
ICM 3

Recommended that technical assistance be provided to States, at their request, to enhance their capacity to meet their reporting obligations.

ICM 2

Agreed that capacity-building was important for effective national reporting and recommended that OHCHR, the Division for the Advancement of Women and treaty bodies should coordinate the consideration of possible objectives and strategies that could contribute to the effectiveness of technical cooperation. It also recommended that capacity-building efforts undertaken by OHCHR and the Department, United Nations agencies and programmes and NGOs, in particular those relating to follow-up

to recommendations of treaty bodies, should be expanded and adequately funded.

ICM 1

States parties should consider establishing, where appropriate, a reporting unit responsible for the preparation of reports required by human rights treaties. Donors should coordinate technical assistance activities directed at reporting obligations.

OHCHR should develop and implement a comprehensive technical assistance programme on reporting under the existing human rights instruments to create an enabling environment at the national level to enhance the implementation of substantive obligations and fulfilment of reporting obligations. The secretariat should develop programmes to provide technical assistance to States parties to support them, at their request, in meeting their reporting obligations. Technical assistance programmes to support States parties in meeting their reporting obligations is most appropriately provided at the country level. Technical assistance provided at the regional or subregional level should concentrate on implementation of the instruments and concluding observations/comments. The United Nations and its specialized agencies, funds and programmes should coordinate technical assistance activities directed at reporting obligations. Treaty body members should participate in technical assistance activities directed at reporting obligations.
Recommended that all States parties consider adopting a coordinated approach to reporting under all of the treaties to which they are party, and consider the option of establishing appropriate and stable coordinating institutions or mechanisms in order to support coherent, timely, sustained and thorough reporting.

5.
Resources
5.1
Human and financial 

ICM 10 

Reiterated its previous request (A/64/276, annex one, para. 49 (v)) addressed to the United Nations Conference Services, as well as all other relevant entities, to provide sufficient services in terms of timely translations, including State party replies to lists of issues, so as to enable an effective functioning of treaty bodies. 
Recommended that additional resources be allocated to follow-up activities with regard to treaty body concluding observations and decisions/views, and that financial and human resources be specifically designated within the OHCHR to assist the treaty bodies with their respective follow-up mechanisms. Recommended that a specific request be transmitted to States parties and to United Nations Conference Services to ensure that sufficient resources be made available to the follow-up procedures, including for timely translations. 

ICM 9

Reiterated the recommendation of previous meetings that OHCHR should allocate additional human and financial resources for the Human Rights Treaties Branch in order to ensure effective and continuous support for the work of the treaty bodies.

ICM 8
Recommended that OHCHR should allocate additional human and financial resources for the Human Rights Treaties Branch in order to ensure effective and continuous support for the work of the treaty bodies. 

5.2
Documentation (ICM 8)

Expressed its deep concern for the more and more limited assistance in terms of translation; considered that that situation jeopardized the quality of their work, and generally, rendered the functioning of their committees increasingly problematic; 

calls insistently for the translation services, as well as all the other concerned authorities, to provide sufficient services in terms of translation so as to enable a normal functioning of treaty bodies, in particular during session and pre-session meetings and for the preparations of meetings. 

6.
UPR / HRC
ICM 9

Repeated its recommendation that the Secretariat routinely make available to the treaty bodies the compilations prepared by OHCHR for the universal periodic review mechanism, as well as the output of the reviews.

Reiterated the recommendations of previous meetings that human rights treaty bodies should consider further prioritizing concerns in their concluding observations so that these are appropriately reflected in the compilations that contain summaries of United Nations information, including treaty body information, and are prepared by OHCHR.

Repeated its recommendation that treaty bodies continue to refer to the pledges and commitments made by States parties in the context of universal periodic review during their dialogue with States parties and concluding observations.

Encouraged the universal periodic review mechanism to take into account the recommendations and views of treaty bodies. Encouraged the Secretariat to prepare a compilation of how the output of treaty bodies has been used in the universal periodic review mechanism process and vice-versa. 

ICM 8 

Reiterated the conclusion of the twentieth meeting of chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies that there was a need to develop effective cooperation between the treaty bodies and the Human Rights Council and strengthen institutional links among them. Recommended that treaty bodies discuss this issue and make proposals that could be discussed at the ninth inter-committee meeting in June 2009. 

Recalled the conclusion of the twentieth meeting of chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies underlining the complementary and mutually reinforcing nature of the treaty body system and the universal periodic review mechanism of the Human Rights Council. Also emphasized the importance of a continuing dialogue on this matter, taking into account the fact that the universal periodic review mechanism is still at an early stage in its development. 

Repeated the recommendation of the seventh inter-committee meeting that the Secretariat routinely make available to the treaty bodies the compilations prepared by OHCHR for the universal periodic review mechanism, as well as the output of the reviews. 

Recommended that human rights treaty bodies consider further prioritizing concerns in their concluding observations so that these are appropriately reflected in the compilations that contain summaries of United Nations information, including treaty body information, and are prepared by OHCHR.

Recommended that treaty bodies continue to refer to the pledges and commitments made by States parties in the context of universal periodic review during their dialogue with States parties and concluding observations.
ICM 7
Took note of the proceedings of the first two sessions of the universal periodic review mechanism. Recommended that the secretariat routinely make available to the treaty bodies the compilations prepared by OHCHR, in accordance with paragraph 15 (b) of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1. Concluding observations and recommendations of all treaty bodies should be given due regard in the compilation of United Nations sources prepared by OHCHR. Treaty bodies may consider referring to the pledges and commitments made by States parties in the course of the universal periodic review in their dialogue with States parties. Also commended the practice of certain treaty bodies of designating observers to follow the universal periodic review in the Council and suggested that that practice be extended to all treaty bodies.

In the light of the additional resources provided to the OHCHR for the universal periodic review process, the seventh inter-committee meeting recommended that OHCHR request additional financial resources, and ensure appropriate internal resource allocation, to service more efficiently the work of the treaty bodies, inter alia, as a result of the additional ratification of human rights instruments resulting from the universal periodic review, as well as the overall enhancement and development of the treaty body system. 

ICM 6
Took note of resolution 5/1 on institution-building of the Human Rights Council and reiterated its view that the concluding observations should form part of the basis of the universal periodic review.

ICM 5

Took note of paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution 60/251 creating the Human Rights Council. The inter-committee meeting was of the view that the concluding observations should form part of the basis of the universal periodic review.

ICM 3

Reiterated the recommendation of the second inter-committee meeting that the Commission on Human Rights set aside appropriate time for an interactive dialogue with the chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies during its annual session.

7.
National human rights institutions
ICM 9

Reiterated recommendations of previous meetings that treaty bodies continue their cooperation with national human rights institutions that conform to the Paris Principles (General Assembly resolution 48/134, annex). Encouraged continued dialogue with the bureau of the International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights to enhance and strengthen the interaction between national human rights institutions and treaty bodies, in line with the current practice of certain treaty bodies.
Encouraged States parties to allocate the necessary human and financial resources and to provide adequate protection to national human rights institutions. 

ICM 7
Reiterated its previous recommendations that treaty bodies continue their cooperation with national human rights institutions that conform to the Paris Principles (General Assembly resolution 48/134, annex). Encouraged continued dialogue with the bureau of the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights to enhance and strengthen the interaction between national human rights institutions and treaty bodies, in line with the current practice of certain treaty bodies. 

ICM 6
Recommended that the conclusions of the round table on the role of national human rights institutions in the treaty reporting process, held in Berlin, in November 2006, should form a basis for the discussion on the matter in future harmonization meetings of the treaty bodies.

Reiterated its previous recommendations that treaty bodies should continue their engagement with national human rights institutions that conform with the Paris Principles (General Assembly resolution 48/134, annex). In addition, it encouraged further dialogue with the bureau of the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights to enhance and strengthen the interaction between national human rights institutions and treaty bodies.

ICM 5

Reiterated the recommendation of the fourth inter committee meeting that engagement with NHRIs should continue, in a manner that reflected their necessary independence from Governments.

Welcomed the intention of OHCHR to convene a round table of NHRIs and treaty body experts to discuss and develop further harmonized criteria for the participation of NHRIs in all treaty body sessions in order to enhance and strengthen interaction.

ICM 4

Recommended that engagement with national human rights institutions should continue and requested the secretariat to arrange for further such institutions to attend future inter-committee meetings when appropriate items are on the agenda. Requested that OHCHR should consider holding a round table of national human rights institutions and treaty body experts to discuss cooperation on matters of mutual concern. Recommended that the fifth intercommittee meeting consider developing harmonized criteria for the participation of national human rights institutions in treaty body sessions in order to enhance the quality of information provided to the treaty bodies. Requested OHCHR to produce a comparative compilation of existing treaty body practice with regard to national institutions. 

ICM 3

Recommended that all committees strongly support the work of national human rights institutions and, where they did not exist, call on States to create them in accordance with the Paris Principles. Encouraged national human rights institutions to participate in treaty body sessions, including by providing input to the work of the pre-sessional working groups, while maintaining their independence. National human rights institutions were also encouraged to play a role in providing early warning of cases of human rights violations and in following up on treaty body recommendations.

Recommended that a number of NHRIs be invited to the next inter-committee meeting.
ICM 2

Emphasized the constructive role that national human rights institutions could play in the human rights reporting process, at both international and national levels. It encouraged all national human rights institutions established in accordance with the Paris Principles to contribute independently, where appropriate, to the reporting process under international human rights instruments and to monitor the government reports to international treaty bodies. Encouraged national human rights institutions to actively monitor the implementation of concluding observations/comments of treaty bodies at the national level.

8.
Non-governmental organizations
ICM 9

The Secretariat was encouraged to facilitate the participation of national NGOs from all countries, in particular from developing countries.

Noted with appreciation the suggestions presented to the meeting in a joint NGO submission and invited each treaty body to consider the suggestions of relevance to it. 

Reiterated recommendations of previous meetings that NGOs send information well in advance of treaty body sessions to allow committee members the opportunity to take those important submissions into account, including for the preparation of lists of issues, and to continue to disseminate the conclusions of the treaty bodies and report on their implementation. 
Recommended that NGOs continue to explore possibilities for submitting joint reports, including through NGO networks and coalitions. Noted the diverse practices of treaty bodies with regard to the protection of the sources of information, including from possible reprisals. 
Recommended that the Secretariat continue to enhance the contributions of NGOs to the work of treaty bodies, including by establishing a user-friendly master calendar that would provide information well in advance on the timetable for all the treaty bodies and for contributions relating to lists of issues and alternative reports for country reviews. The Secretariat was also encouraged to further improve the simplicity and accessibility of the OHCHR website, including the web pages of each treaty body and, in particular, that of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Encouraged the treaty body secretariats that had not already done so to develop an information note on NGO participation in their respective treaty bodies. 

ICM 8
Reiterated previous recommendations that NGOs send information well in advance of treaty body sessions to allow committee members the opportunity to take those important submissions into account, including for the preparation of lists of issues, and to continue to reinforce and strengthen the implementation of the conclusions of the treaty bodies. 

ICM 7

Underlined the value of broad NGO participation, including equitable geographical representation in the work of treaty bodies. The secretariat was encouraged to facilitate the participation of national NGOs from all countries, and in particular from developing countries.

Reiterated previous recommendations that NGOs send information well in advance of treaty body sessions to allow committee members the opportunity to take those important submissions into account, including for the preparation of lists of issues, and to continue to disseminate the conclusions of the treaty bodies and report on their implementation. 

ICM 6

Reiterated previous recommendations that NGOs should send information well in advance of treaty body sessions to allow committee members the opportunity to take those important submissions into account and to continue to disseminate the conclusions of the treaty bodies and report on their implementation. To that end, the Secretariat was encouraged to establish a user-friendly master calendar that would provide information well in advance on the timetable for all the treaty bodies and for contributions relating to lists of issues and shadow reports for country reviews.

Reiterated the recommendation of the two previous inter-committee meetings regarding the modalities of NGO participation in the monitoring activities of treaty bodies and recommended that the issue should be placed on the agenda of the seventh inter-committee meeting. The Secretariat was encouraged to widely disseminate the OHCHR handbook for NGOs and to develop an easily accessible treaty body extranet site where NGO contributions could be posted continuously.

Noted the need for broader NGO representation, including better geographical representation, both in the inter-committee meeting and more generally in the treaty body system. The Secretariat was invited to facilitate the participation of national NGOs from developing countries and to explore alternative means of facilitating

such participation, including the possibility of video conferences.

ICM 5

Reiterated previous recommendations that NGOs should send information well in advance of treaty body sessions to allow committee members the opportunity to take those important submissions into account, and should continue to disseminate the conclusions of the treaty bodies and report on their implementation.

Reiterated the recommendation of the fourth inter committee meeting regarding the modalities of NGO participation in the monitoring activities of treaty bodies and recommended that the issue be put on the agenda of the sixth inter committee meeting.
ICM 4
Recommended that NGOs should send information well in advance of treaty body sessions to allow committee members the opportunity to take these important submissions into account. Recalled the recommendation of the sixteenth meeting of chairpersons regarding the modalities of NGO participation in the treaty bodies and recommended that the issue could be placed on the agenda of the fifth inter-committee meeting.
ICM 1
NGOs should submit their reports to the treaty bodies well in advance of the examination of the relevant State party’s report; NGO reports should not be submitted at the last minute.
9.
Ratification of the international human rights treaties
ICM 9

Reiterated the recommendation of previous meetings that, in their constructive dialogue with States parties and in their concluding observations, all the treaty bodies should actively promote ratification of the other international human rights treaties, consistent with their working practice, in particular the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights.

ICM 7
Reiterated that, in their constructive dialogue with States parties and in their concluding observations, all the treaty bodies should actively promote ratification of the other core international human rights treaties, consistent with their working practice, in particular the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

ICM 6

Recommended that all the treaty bodies should actively promote ratification of the other core international human rights treaties, in particular the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in their constructive dialogue with States parties and in their concluding observations.

ICM 4
Recommended that all treaty bodies actively promote ratification of the other core international human rights treaties, and in particular International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and the International Convention against Torture and Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, in their constructive dialogue with States parties and in their concluding observations.
10.
Statistical information relating to human rights

ICM 9

Welcomed the preparation of the user manual and related web tools to help operationalize and disseminate the lists of illustrative indicators outlined in HRI/MC/2008/3. In developing the resource materials, the ninth inter-committee meeting recommended that the Secretariat further consult States parties, treaty bodies, United Nations entities and other stakeholders at the country level in relation to reporting and follow-up to concluding observations. The Secretariat is requested to brief all treaty bodies periodically on this work, in particular on the development of the user manual and activities undertaken at country level. 
ICM 7

Welcomed the report submitted by the Secretariat in pursuance of the recommendations of the fifth and sixth inter‑committee meetings regarding the use of statistical information in monitoring the implementation of human rights (HRI/MC/2008/3). Encouraged the Secretariat to take the work forward, including through further validation at the country level, at the level of specific treaty bodies and by developing appropriate resource materials and tools to operationalize and disseminate its work. In undertaking that task in collaboration with relevant United Nations entities and other institutions, such as national human rights institutions, the Secretariat should bear in mind the need to contextualize further the adopted framework for identifying indicators and statistical information in accordance with the requirements of different treaty bodies. The Secretariat was requested to brief all treaty bodies periodically, especially those that had not yet been briefed, as well as to consult with them and, in its next report to the inter-committee meeting in 2009, to present a timeline for the completion of a full set of indicators.

ICM 6
Welcomed the report on the follow-up to the recommendations of the fifth inter-committee meeting regarding the work on statistical information for use by the treaty bodies (A/61/385, annex, para. 55). It encouraged the Secretariat to take that work forward and continue the validation of the indicators, and looked forward to the report on those activities to the seventh inter-committee meeting, in 2008. Furthermore, it requested the Secretariat to brief each of the treaty bodies on the progress of that work prior to the next inter-committee meeting.

ICM 5

Highly appreciated the background paper outlining an approach for the use of statistical information in the work of the treaty bodies (HRI/MC/2006/7). It requested the Secretariat to undertake validation, including through piloting by the relevant committees, of the indicators and develop further lists of indicators, where appropriate in collaboration with United Nations entities. It called on the Secretariat to submit a report on those activities to the seventh inter-committee meeting in 2008 and to provide information, including expert advice, on the progress achieved to each of the treaty bodies during 2006 and 2007.
ICM 3
Requested the Secretariat to provide assistance to the treaty bodies in analysing statistical information relating to human rights presented in States parties’ reports, replies to lists of issues and core documents.

11.
Treaty Body reform
ICM 6

Noted with appreciation that the Secretariat had compiled a report containing a wide range of views relating to the reform of the treaty body system expressed by treaty bodies, States parties, United Nations entities, non-governmental organizations, national human rights institutions and other stakeholders.

Requested the Secretariat to keep this document updated and make it available through the website of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Recommended that the Secretariat should continue to organize, in appropriate forums, consultations among the treaty bodies, States parties, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, United Nations entities, nongovernmental organizations, national human rights institutions and other stakeholders to discuss all proposals in the context of treaty body reform.
ICM 5

Took note of the concept paper, including the High Commissioner’s proposal for a unified standing treaty body (HRI/MC/2006/2). Many members of the inter-committee meeting expressed concern with respect to this proposal, but the inter committee meeting acknowledged that the paper contained very useful measures that could be discussed by the treaty bodies. The inter-committee meeting requested the Secretariat to continue to organize, in appropriate forums, consultations among the treaty bodies, States parties, OHCHR, United Nations entities, NGOs, NHRIs and other stakeholders to discuss all proposals, including those put forward by CRC and

CEDAW.

Recommended that the Secretariat compile a report containing the views expressed by treaty bodies, States parties, United Nations entities, NGOs, NHRIs and other stakeholders and the outputs from earlier meetings and brainstorming events on the High Commissioner’s proposal and to make it available before the brainstorming meeting on treaty body reform to be held in Liechtenstein in July 2006.

Took note of a proposal by CERD, supported by several participants, to create a single body to consider individual communications under all human rights treaties. It recommended that the proposal be elaborated and presented for the consideration of the brainstorming meeting in Liechtenstein.

12.
Liaison with Specialised Agencies, United Nations Funds and Programmes, Special Procedures.
ICM 6

Reiterated its recommendation that the Secretariat should organize a meeting in 2008 with representatives of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, United Nations specialized agencies, funds and programmes and treaty body members to further discuss modalities for enhanced cooperation and interaction with regard to treaty reporting and follow-up processes.

Reiterated previous recommendations that all treaty bodies should establish a mechanism of rapporteurs or focal points to enhance cooperation and facilitate more effective interaction on country-specific and thematic issues and follow up with the United Nations specialized agencies.
ICM 5

Reiterated the previous recommendation that all treaty bodies establish a mechanism of rapporteurs or focal points to enhance cooperation and facilitate more effective interaction on country-specific as well as thematic issues and follow-up with the United Nations specialized agencies, as had already been initiated by CESCR and HRC.

Recommended that the Secretariat organize a meeting with representatives of OHCHR, the Division for the Advancement of Women, United Nations specialized agencies, funds and programmes, and treaty body members to discuss modalities for enhanced cooperation and interaction with respect to treaty reporting and implementation processes.
Acknowledged the important contribution of United Nations entities to the monitoring and other activities of the treaty bodies and recommended that those entities strengthen their cooperation with the treaty bodies by allocating necessary human and financial resources to that end.
ICM 4

Reiterated its previous recommendation that each treaty body appoint a focal point to liaise with specialized agencies and other bodies of the United Nations system in order to facilitate more effective interaction on country-specific as well as thematic issues and follow-up. Recommended that the secretariat explore the possibility of arranging a meeting with heads of United Nations specialized agencies, funds and programmes.

ICM 3

Recommended that each committee consider appointing a focal point to liaise with specialized agencies and other bodies of the United Nations system to encourage their participation in its work. In particular, the committees should encourage United Nations bodies to provide country-specific input relating to the human rights situation in the State party under consideration.
Recommended that funds be made available to support the interaction of special procedures mandate holders with the treaty bodies, including through attendance at sessions of treaty bodies.
ICM 2

Emphasized that the State party report formed the basis for the consideration of the implementation of human rights instruments in that State party. Additional information from non-State sources was nevertheless useful for enhancing the treaty bodies’ understanding of the situation within a country, and the meeting welcomed the additional information which was often provided by other human rights mechanisms,

OHCHR, the Division for the Advancement of Women, United Nations entities

and NGOs. Encouraged greater engagement by specialized agencies and funds and programmes of the United Nations in the reporting process at both the national and the international level. It recommended that each treaty body designate a focal point to liaise with key relevant specialized agencies. Recommended that the secretariat should systematically summarize country-specific information in order to facilitate the work of experts, and that such a summary should consistently include relevant information from other treaty bodies, special procedures of the Commission on

Human Rights and other human rights mechanisms. Where appropriate, and in accordance with the decision of each committee, information from specialized agencies and United Nations programmes, regional or intergovernmental organizations, including the World Bank and other international financial institutions, national and international NGOs and national human rights institutions should also be included.

13.
OTHER
13.1
Independence of experts 

ICM 9 and 7
Reiterated the solemn statement made by the eighth meeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies (see A/52/507, paras. 67-68) in 1997 about the necessity to safeguard the independence of treaty body experts. 

13.2
United Nations Study on Violence Against Children

ICM 7

Highlighted the important role played by all human rights treaty bodies in promoting the implementation of the recommendations of the United Nations Study on Violence against Children and addressing violence-related issues through their work. The inter-committee meeting further acknowledged the need for a thorough exchange between the treaty bodies on the different approaches to violence against children and for more focused attention on prevention of violence.

13.3
Business and human rights

ICM 7

Following the interest expressed by participants during the sixth inter-committee meeting in continuing to engage with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises, the seventh inter-committee meeting recommended that treaty bodies encourage NGOs and national human rights institutions to provide them with information on human rights abuses perpetrated by transnational corporations and other business enterprises. 

� Visits refers to the visits undertaken by the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture as provided for by the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.
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