The Forum on Minorities and the Right to Education

Substantive Preparation Note

The purpose of the Forum will be to gather the analyses and comments of a broad array of experts on a document, the “Draft Recommendations on Minorities and the Right to Education,” that we hope will be adopted as an interpretation of international law on what governments and others must/should do to guarantee that young people from minority groups have equal quality education, and without sacrificing their cultural identities.

We hope that during the Forum, participants from around the world will help us transform that draft by critiquing it, based on their research and practical experiences on the ground.

To achieve the objectives described above, this Forum will have a unique format. To help focus the discussions during the two days of the Forum, we request that oral presentations will be limited to 3 minutes and that the remarks address directly the provisions of the Draft Recommendations. We would prefer that you not read from scholarly papers or articles.  

While we do not require submission of papers or articles, we do encourage participants to send the Forum Secretariat (ssaddier-calame@ohchr.org) an electronic version of their oral presentation.  This will be used in order to assist the translators and will be posted on the Forum’s web site following the conclusion of the Forum. 

In case participants have specific language to propose in addressing the Draft Recommendations, we encourage that it be provided electronically to the Forum Secretariat during the Forum or sent after the Forum (ssaddier-calame@ohchr.org). 
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