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UNITED NATIONS FORUM ON MINORITY ISSUES

Geneva, Palais des Nations

12-13 November 2009
On the occasion of the second session of the United Nations Forum on Minority Issues dedicated to “Minorities and Effective Political Participation”, the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights is organising the following event:
Panel Discussion 

“The Minorities Declaration: Challenges and opportunities”

The event will take place on 13 November 2009 from 13:00 to 15.00 in 
Palais des Nations
Room  XXIV
A panel of experts will examine to what extent regional organizations, civil society actors and other stakeholders have been using the Declaration and the related Commentary as tools and reference in their work. The panelists will identify positive examples and main obstacles in this respect and make proposals aimed to encourage wider use of the Declaration at the international, regional and country level.

The panel will be composed of the following experts:

1. Mr. Asbjorn Eide, Professor Emeritus, University of Oslo. Former Chairperson of the United Nations Working Group on Minorities
2. Mr. Hurst Hannum, Professor of International Law, the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University 
3. Ms. Kirstin Henrard, Professor, Erasmus University Rotterdam, Faculty of Law/Minority Research Network

4. Mr. Ralston Nettleford, Expert of the United Nations Working Group on People of African descent
5. Ms. Jannie Lasimbang, Chairperson of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

