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Part One:  Resolutions adopted by the Council at its seventh session
7/1.
Human rights violations emanating from Israeli military
attacks and incursions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
particularly the recent ones in the occupied Gaza Strip

The Human Rights Council,

Guided by the principles and objectives of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenants on Human Rights,

Guided also by the rights of all peoples to self-determination and the inadmissibility of the acquisition of land by the use of force, as enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations,

Affirming the applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, to the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,


Affirming also the applicability of international human rights law to the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,


Recognizing that the Israeli military attacks and incursions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, particularly the recent ones in the occupied Gaza Strip, constitute violations of international humanitarian law and of the human rights of the Palestinian people therein and undermine international efforts, including the Annapolis Conference and the Paris International Donors’ Conference for the Palestinian State, aimed at invigorating the peace process and establishing a viable, contiguous, sovereign and independent Palestinian State by the end of 2008,


Recognizing also that the recent Israeli attacks and incursions in the occupied Gaza Strip have led to a considerable loss of life and injuries among Palestinian civilians, including women, children and infants,

1.
Condemns the persistent Israeli military attacks and incursions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, particularly the recent ones in the occupied Gaza Strip, which resulted in the loss of more than 125 lives and hundreds of injuries among Palestinian civilians, including women, children and infants;


2.
Expresses its shock at the Israeli bombardment of Palestinian homes and the killing of civilians therein and at the Israeli policy of inflicting collective punishment against the civilian population, which is contrary to international humanitarian law, and calls for bringing the perpetrators to justice;

3.
Calls for the immediate cessation of all Israeli military attacks throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory and the firing of crude rockets, which resulted in the loss of two civilian lives and some injuries in southern Israel;


4.
Also calls for urgent international action to put an immediate end to the grave violations committed by the occupying Power, Israel, in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including the series of incessant and repeated Israeli military attacks and incursions therein and the siege of the occupied Gaza Strip;

5.
Reiterates its calls for immediate protection of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory in compliance with international human rights law and international humanitarian law;


6.
Urges all parties concerned to respect the rules of international human rights law and international humanitarian law and to refrain from violence against civilian populations;

7.
Requests the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to report to the Council, at its next session, on the progress made in the implementation of the present resolution.

10th meeting
6 March 2008

Adopted by a recorded vote of 33 to 1, with 13 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Switzerland, Uruguay, Zambia;

Against:
Canada;

Abstaining:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cameroon, France, Germany, Guatemala, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovenia, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

See chapter VII.
7/2.
Composition of the staff of the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights


The Human Rights Council,

Recalling paragraph 5 (g) of General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006, in which the Assembly decided that the Council should assume the role and responsibilities of the Commission on Human Rights relating to the work of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, as decided by the Assembly in its resolution 48/141 of 20 December 1993,

Taking note of all relevant resolutions on this issue adopted by the General Assembly, the Commission on Human Rights and the Council,
Taking note also of the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the composition of the staff of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (A/HRC/7/57),
Taking note further of the reports of the Joint Inspection Unit on the follow-up
to the management review of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (A/59/65-E/2004/48 and Add.1) and on the funding and staffing of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (JIU/REP/2007/8),

Bearing in mind that an imbalance in the composition of the staff could diminish the effectiveness of the work of the Office of the High Commissioner if it is perceived to be culturally biased and unrepresentative of the United Nations as a whole,

Reaffirming the importance of continuing the ongoing efforts to address the imbalance regarding the regional representation of the staff of the Office of the High Commissioner,

Underlining that the paramount consideration for employing staff at every level is the need for the highest standards of efficiency, competence and integrity, and taking into account Article 101, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations, expressing its conviction that this objective is compatible with the principle of equitable geographical distribution,
Reaffirming that the Fifth Committee is the appropriate Main Committee of the General Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters,

1.
Takes note with interest of the statement made by the High Commissioner in her report that achieving geographical balance in the staff of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights will remain one of her priorities, and requests the High Commissioner and her successors to undertake all measures needed to redress the current imbalance in geographical distribution of the staff of the Office of the High Commissioner;
2.
Takes note of the various measures proposed and already taken to address the imbalance in geographical distribution of the staff, while stressing that the imbalance in geographical distribution is still prominent;
3.
Also takes note of the commitment of the High Commissioner to develop additional measures to improve the geographical balance of the Office of the High Commissioner, as stated in the conclusion of her report;
4.
Requests future High Commissioners to continue enhancing the ongoing efforts in the fulfilment of the goal of a geographical balance in the composition of the staff of the Office;
5.
Underlines the importance of continuing promoting geographical diversity in the recruitment of high-level and Professional posts, including senior managers, as a principle of the staffing policies of the Office of the High Commissioner;
6.
Affirms the vital importance of geographical balance in the composition of the staff of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, taking into account the significance of national and regional specificities and various historic, cultural and religious backgrounds, as well as of different political, economic and legal systems, to the promotion and protection of the universality of human rights;
7.
Recalls the provisions contained in section X, paragraph 3, of General Assembly resolution 55/258 of 14 June 2001 on human resources management, in which the Assembly reiterated its request to the Secretary‑General to increase further his efforts to improve the composition of the Secretariat by ensuring a wide and equitable geographical distribution of staff in all departments;

8.
Encourages the General Assembly to consider further measures for promoting desirable ranges of geographical balance in the staff of the Office of the High Commissioner representing national and regional specificities, various historic, cultural and religious backgrounds, as well as the diversity of political, economic and legal systems;
9.
Welcomes the significant increase in the human and financial resources allocated to the activities of the Office of the High Commissioner;

10.
Recognizes the importance of the follow-up to and implementation of General Assembly resolution 61/159 of 19 December 2006 and underlines the priority importance that the Assembly continue providing support and guidance to the High Commissioner in the ongoing process of improvement of the geographical balance in the composition of the staff of the Office of the High Commissioner;
11.
Requests the High Commissioner to submit a comprehensive and updated report to the Council in 2009 in accordance with its annual programme of work, following the structure and scope of her report and with a special focus on further measures taken to correct the imbalance in geographical composition of the staff of the Office.
39th meeting
27 March 2008
Adopted by a recorded vote of 34 to 10, with 3 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Zambia;

Against:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Romania, Slovenia, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;

Abstaining:
Japan, Republic of Korea, Switzerland.

See chapter II.
7/3.
Enhancement of international cooperation in the
field of human rights


The Human Rights Council,

Reaffirming its commitment to promoting international cooperation, as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations, in particular Article 1, paragraph 3, as well as relevant provisions of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights on 25 June 1993, for enhancing genuine cooperation among Member States in the field of human rights,


Recalling the adoption by the General Assembly of the United Nations Millennium Declaration on 8 September 2000 and Assembly resolution 62/160 of 18 December 2007, and bearing in mind Council decision 4/104 of 30 March 2007,


Recalling also the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, held at Durban, South Africa, from 31 August to 8 September 2001, and its role in the enhancement of international cooperation in the field of human rights,


Recognizing that the enhancement of international cooperation in the field of human rights is essential for the full achievement of the purposes of the United Nations, including the effective promotion and protection of all human rights,


Recognizing also that the promotion and protection of human rights should be based on the principle of cooperation and genuine dialogue and aimed at strengthening the capacity of Member States to comply with their human rights obligations for the benefit of all human beings,


Reaffirming that dialogue among religions, cultures and civilizations in the field of human rights could contribute greatly to the enhancement of international cooperation in this field,


Emphasizing the need for further progress in the promotion and encouragement of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms through, inter alia, international cooperation,


Underlining the fact that mutual understanding, dialogue, cooperation, transparency and confidence-building are important elements in all the activities for the promotion and protection of human rights,


1.
Reaffirms that it is one of the purposes of the United Nations and the responsibility of all Member States to promote, protect and encourage respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms through, inter alia, international cooperation;


2.
Recognizes that, in addition to their separate responsibilities to their individual societies, States have a collective responsibility to uphold the principles of human dignity, equality and equity at the global level;

3.
Reaffirms that dialogue among cultures and civilizations facilitates the promotion of a culture of tolerance and respect for diversity, and welcomes in this regard the holding of conferences and meetings at the national, regional and international levels on dialogue among civilizations;


4.
Urges all actors on the international scene to build an international order
based on inclusion, justice, equality and equity, human dignity, mutual understanding and promotion of and respect for cultural diversity and universal human rights, and to reject all doctrines of exclusion based on racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance;


5.
Reaffirms the importance of the enhancement of international cooperation for the promotion and protection of human rights and for the achievement of the objectives of the fight against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance;


6.
Considers that international cooperation in the field of human rights, in conformity with the purposes and principles set out in the Charter of the United Nations and international law, should make an effective and practical contribution to the urgent task of preventing violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms;


7.
Reaffirms that the promotion, protection and full realization of all human rights and fundamental freedoms should be guided by the principles of universality, non-selectivity, objectivity and transparency, in a manner consistent with the purposes and principles set out in the Charter;


8.
Takes note of the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights on the enhancement of international cooperation in the field of human rights (A/HRC/7/31);


9.
Calls upon Member States, specialized agencies and intergovernmental organizations to continue to carry out a constructive dialogue and consultations for the enhancement of understanding and the promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, and encourages non-governmental organizations to contribute actively to this endeavour;


10.
Invites States and relevant United Nations human rights mechanisms and procedures to continue to pay attention to the importance of mutual cooperation, understanding and dialogue in ensuring the promotion and protection of all human rights;


11.
Requests the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to consult States and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations on ways and means to enhance international cooperation and dialogue in the United Nations human rights machinery, including

the Human Rights Council, as recognized by the General Assembly in the preamble of its resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006, and to present a report on his findings to the Council at the relevant session in 2009;

12.
Decides to continue its consideration of the question in 2009 in accordance with its annual programme of work.

39th meeting
27 March 2008
Adopted without a vote. See chapter III.
7/4.
Mandate of the independent expert on the effects of foreign
debt and other related international financial obligations of
States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly
economic, social and cultural rights


The Human Rights Council,


Reaffirming all previous resolutions and decisions adopted by the Commission on Human Rights in connection with the effects of structural adjustment and economic reform policies and foreign debt on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights, including resolutions 1998/24 of 17 April 1998, 1999/22 of 23 April 1999, 2000/82 of 26 April 2000, 2004/18 of 16 April 2004 and 2005/19 of 14 April 2005, as well as Human Rights Council decision 2/109 of 27 November 2006,


Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,


Recalling its resolutions 5/1 entitled “Institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council”, and 5/2, entitled “Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate‑holders of the Human Rights Council”, of 18 June 2007, and stressing that the mandate‑holder shall discharge his/her duties in accordance with these resolutions and their annexes,


Taking into account the report (A/HRC/7/9) presented by the outgoing holder of the mandate of the independent expert on the effects of economic reform policies and foreign debt on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights,


1.
Acknowledges with appreciation the work and contributions made by Bernards Andrew Nyamwaya Mudho during his tenure as independent expert on the effects of economic reform policies and foreign debt on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights, and takes note with appreciation of his latest report to the Council;

2.
Decides to redefine the mandate of the special thematic procedure and rename it “independent expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights”, so as to allow the mandate-holder to pay particular attention to:

(a)
The effects of foreign debt and the policies adopted to address them on the full enjoyment of all human rights, in particular, economic, social and cultural rights in developing countries;

(b)
The impact of foreign debt and other related international financial obligations on the capacity of States to design and implement their policies and programmes, including national budgets that respond to vital requirements for the promotion of the realization of social rights;

(c)
Measures taken by Governments, the private sector and international financial institutions to alleviate such effects in developing countries, especially the poorest and heavily indebted countries;

(d)
New developments, actions and initiatives being taken by international financial institutions, other United Nations bodies and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations with respect to economic reform policies and human rights;

(e)
Quantification of minimum standards to support the realization of the Millennium Development Goals;

(f)
Enhancement of consultations with all relevant stakeholders in the fulfilment of this mandate;


3.
Also decides that the mandate of the independent expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights, will be extended for a period of three years;


4.
Requests the independent expert to explore further, in his/her analytical annual report to the Human Rights Council, the interlinkages with trade and other issues, including HIV/AIDS, when examining the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights, and also to contribute, as appropriate, to the process entrusted with the follow‑up to the International Conference on Financing for Development, with a view to bringing to its attention the broad scope of his/her mandate;


5.
Also requests the independent expert to seek the views and suggestions of States, international organizations, United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, regional economic commissions, international and regional financial institutions and non-governmental organizations on the draft general guidelines with a view to improve it, as appropriate, and to present updated draft general guidelines to the Council in 2010;

6.
Further requests the independent expert to cooperate, in accordance with his/her mandate, with the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, as well as with the Advisory Committee, special procedures, mechanisms and relevant working groups of the Council related to economic, social and cultural rights and the right to development, in his/her work towards the improvement of the above-mentioned draft general guidelines;


7.
Requests the Secretary-General to provide the independent expert with all necessary assistance, in particular the staff and resources required to carry out his/her functions, as well as to facilitate his/her participation in and contribution to the follow-up process of the International Conference on Financing for Development;


8.
Urges Governments, international organizations, international financial institutions, non-governmental organizations and the private sector to cooperate fully with the independent expert in the discharge of his/her mandate;


9.
Requests the independent expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights to submit an analytical report on the implementation of the present resolution to the Council in 2009 in accordance with its annual programme of work, and to submit a progress report on this issue to the General Assembly at its sixty-third session;


10.
Decides to continue its consideration of this matter under the same agenda item.

39th meeting
27 March 2008
Adopted by a recorded vote of 34 to 13. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Zambia;

Against:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
See chapter III.

7/5.
Mandate of the independent expert on human rights and
international solidarity


The Human Rights Council,


Reaffirming all previous resolutions adopted by the Commission on Human Rights and the Human Rights Council on the issue of the human rights and international solidarity, including Commission resolution 2005/55 of 20 April 2005,

Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,


Recalling its resolutions 5/1 entitled “Institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council” and 5/2 entitled “Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate‑holders of the Human Rights Council”, of 18 June 2007, and stressing that the mandate‑holder shall discharge his/her duties in accordance with these resolutions and their annexes,


Recalling also the importance, in view of the promotion and protection of international solidarity, of the declarations and programmes of action of international conferences such as the World Conference on Human Rights, held in Vienna in 1993, the International Conference on Financing for Development, held in Monterrey, Mexico, in 2002, the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992, the World Summit on Sustainable Development, held in Johannesburg, South Africa, in 2002, and the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, held in Kobe, Japan, in 2005,


Reaffirming that the widening gap between economically developed and developing countries is unsustainable and that it impedes the realization of human rights in the international community, and makes it all the more imperative for every nation, according to its capacities, to make the maximum effort possible to close this gap,


Recognizing that the attention paid to the importance of international solidarity as a vital component of the efforts of developing countries towards the realization of the right to development of their peoples and the promotion of the full enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights by everyone has been insufficient,


1.
Decides to extend the mandate of the independent expert on human rights and international solidarity for a period of three years:


(a)
To promote the realization of the right of peoples and individuals to international solidarity, inter alia, through the further development of guidelines, standards, norms and principles enhancing the enjoyment of this fundamental right and the adoption of measures at the regional and international levels, to promote and consolidate international assistance to developing countries in their endeavours in development and the promotion of conditions that make the full realization of all human rights possible;


(b)
To seek views and contributions from Governments, United Nations agencies, other relevant international organizations and non‑governmental organizations in the discharge of his/her mandate, taking into account the outcomes of all major United Nations and other global summits and ministerial meetings in the economic and social fields;


(c)
To examine ways and means of overcoming existing and emerging obstacles to the realization of the right of peoples and individuals to international solidarity;

(d)
To make recommendations on possible steps with a view to attaining progressively the full realization of the right of peoples and individuals to international solidarity, and suggestions to address the increasing challenges of international cooperation;


(e)
To work in close cooperation with all States and intergovernmental and non‑governmental organizations, as well as with other relevant actors representing the broadest possible range of interests and experiences, within their respective mandates, to mainstream fully the effective realization of the right of peoples and individuals to international solidarity in the activities of the United Nations;


(f)
To continue participating in and contributing to relevant international conferences and events with the aim of promoting the realization of the right of peoples and individuals to international solidarity;


2.
Requests all States, United Nations agencies, other relevant international organizations and non-governmental organizations to mainstream the right of peoples and individuals to international solidarity in their activities, and to cooperate with the independent expert in his/her mandate, to supply all necessary information requested by him/her and to give serious consideration to responding favourably to the requests of the independent expert to visit their countries, and to enable him/her to fulfil his/her mandate effectively;


3.
Requests the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide all necessary human and financial resources for the effective fulfilment of the mandate of the independent expert;


4.
Requests the independent expert to continue work on the preparation of a draft declaration on the right of peoples and individuals to international solidarity and to submit a report on the implementation of the present resolution to the Council, in accordance with its annual programme of work;


5.
Decides to continue its consideration of this matter under the same agenda item.

39th meeting
27 March 2008

Adopted by a recorded vote of 34 to 13. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Zambia;

Against:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
See chapter III.

7/6.  Mandate of the independent expert on minority issues


The Human Rights Council,

Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities,


Recalling also all previous resolutions on the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities adopted by the General Assembly, the Commission on Human Rights and the Human Rights Council, including Commission resolution 2005/79 of 21 April 2005 and Council resolution 6/15 of 28 September 2007,

Affirming that effective measures and the creation of favourable conditions for the promotion and protection of the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, ensuring effective non-discrimination and equality for all, as well as full and effective participation in matters affecting them, contribute to the prevention and peaceful solution of human rights problems and situations involving minorities,

Expressing concern at the frequency and severity of disputes and conflicts involving minorities in many countries and their often tragic consequences, and that persons belonging to minorities often suffer disproportionately the effects of conflict, resulting in the violation of their human rights, and are particularly vulnerable to displacement through, inter alia, population transfers, refugee flows and forced relocation,

Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,


Recalling its resolutions 5/1 on institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council and 5/2 on the Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate-holders of the Human Rights Council, of 18 June 2007, and stressing that the mandate‑holder shall discharge his/her duties in accordance with those resolutions and the annexes thereto,


Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities submitted to the Council at its fourth session, (A/HRC/4/109) in which he recommended that the Council should maintain and improve existing mechanisms, including a special procedure,

1.
Commends the independent expert on minority issues for the work that she has undertaken so far, for the important role that she has played in raising the level of awareness of and in giving added visibility to the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, and for her ongoing efforts to promote and protect their rights in order to ensure equitable development and peaceful and stable societies, including through close cooperation with Governments, relevant United Nations bodies and mechanisms and non‑governmental organizations;

2.
Expresses its appreciation to Governments and intergovernmental and non‑governmental organizations that have given special attention to the promotion and protection of the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities and have supported the work of the independent expert;

3.
Decides to extend the mandate of the independent expert on minority issues for a period of three years and requests the independent expert:

(a)
To promote the implementation of the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities, including through consultations with Governments, taking into account existing international standards and national legislation concerning minorities;

(b)
To identify best practices and possibilities for technical cooperation with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, at the request of Governments;

(c)
To apply a gender perspective in his/her work;

(d)
To cooperate closely, while avoiding duplication, with existing relevant United Nations bodies, mandates and mechanisms and with regional organizations;

(e)
To take into account the views of non‑governmental organizations on matters pertaining to his/her mandate;

(f)
To guide the work of the Forum on Minority Issues, as decided by the Council in its resolution 6/15;

(g)
To submit annual reports on his/her activities to the Council, including recommendations for effective strategies for the better implementation of the rights of persons belonging to minorities;

4.
Calls upon all States to cooperate with the independent expert in the performance of the tasks and duties mandated to him/her, and encourages specialized agencies, regional organizations, national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations to develop regular dialogue and cooperation with the mandate-holder; 


5.
Requests the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide all the human, technical and financial assistance necessary for the effective fulfilment of the mandate of the independent expert; 


6.
Decides to continue its consideration of this issue in accordance with the annual programme of work of the Council. 

39th meeting
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Adopted without a vote. See chapter III.
7/7.
Protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms
while countering terrorism


The Human Rights Council,


Recalling its decision 2/112 and its resolution 6/28, and also recalling Commission on Human Rights resolutions 2003/68, 2004/87 and 2005/80, as well as General Assembly resolutions 57/219, 58/187, 59/191, 60/158, 61/171 and 62/159,


1.
Reaffirms that States must ensure that any measure taken to combat terrorism complies with their obligations under international law, in particular international human rights, refugee and humanitarian law;


2.
Deeply deplores the suffering caused by terrorism to the victims and their families, expresses its profound solidarity with them, and stresses the importance of providing them with proper assistance;


3.
Reaffirms its unequivocal condemnation of all acts, methods and practices of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, wherever and by whomsoever committed, regardless of their motivation, as criminal and unjustifiable, and renewing its commitment to strengthen international cooperation to prevent and combat terrorism, and in that regard calls upon States and other relevant actors, as appropriate, to continue to implement the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, which, inter alia, reaffirms respect for human rights for all and the rule of law to be the fundamental basis of the fight against terrorism;


4.
Also reaffirms the obligation of States, in accordance with article 4 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to respect that certain rights are non‑derogable in any circumstances, and recalls, in regard to all other Covenant rights, that any measures derogating from the provisions of the Covenant must be in accordance with that article in all cases, and underlines the exceptional and temporary nature of any such derogations;


5.
Calls upon States to raise awareness of the importance of these obligations among national authorities involved in combating terrorism;


6.
Reaffirms that counter-terrorism measures should be implemented in full consideration of the human rights of persons belonging to minorities and must not be discriminatory on grounds such as race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin;


7.
Calls upon States not to resort to profiling based on stereotypes founded on grounds of discrimination prohibited by international law, including on racial, ethnic and/or religious grounds;


8.
Urges States, while countering terrorism, to fully comply with their obligations in respect of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, in particular the absolute prohibition of torture;


9.
Also urges States to fully respect non-refoulement obligations under international refugee and human rights law and, at the same time, to review, with full respect for these obligations and other legal safeguards, the validity of a refugee status decision in an individual case if credible and relevant evidence comes to light that indicates that the person in question has committed any criminal acts, including terrorist acts, falling under the exclusion clauses under international refugee law;


10.
Calls upon States to refrain from returning persons, including in cases related to terrorism, to their countries of origin or to a third State whenever such transfer would be contrary to their obligations under international law, in particular human rights law, international humanitarian law and international refugee law, including in cases where there are substantial grounds for believing that they would be in danger of subjection to torture, or where their life or freedom would be threatened in violation of international refugee law on account of their race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, bearing in mind obligations that States may have to prosecute individuals not returned;


11.
Also calls upon States to ensure that guidelines and practices in all border control operations and other pre-entry mechanisms are clear and fully respect their obligations under international law, particularly refugee law and human rights law, towards persons seeking international protection;


12.
Urges States, while countering terrorism, to ensure due process guarantees, consistent with all relevant provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and their obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and of the Geneva Conventions and their additional Protocols, and the 1951 Convention relating to the status of refugees and the 1969 Protocol relating to the status of refugees, in their respective fields of applicability;


13.
Also urges all States to take all necessary steps to ensure that persons deprived of liberty, regardless of the place of arrest or of detention, benefit from the guarantees to which they are entitled under international law, including the review of their detention and, if subjected to trial, fundamental judicial guarantees;


14.
Opposes any form of deprivation of liberty that amounts to placing a detained person outside of the protection of the law, and urges States to respect the safeguards concerning the liberty, security and dignity of the person and to treat all prisoners in all places of detention in accordance with international law, including human rights law and international humanitarian law;


15.
Acknowledges the adoption of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance by the General Assembly in its resolution 61/177 of 20 December 2006 and recognizes that its entry into force will be a significant event;


16.
Calls upon States to ensure that their laws criminalizing terrorist conduct and/or activities are accessible, formulated with precision, non-discriminatory, non-retroactive and in accordance with international law, including human rights law;


17.
Urges States while ensuring full compliance with their international obligations, to include adequate human rights guarantees in their national procedures for the listing of individuals and entities with a view to combat terrorism;


18.
Reaffirms that it is imperative that all States work to uphold and protect the dignity of individuals and their fundamental freedoms, as well as democratic practices and the rule of law, while countering terrorism;


19.
Acknowledges with appreciation the reports of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights while countering terrorism submitted to the Council (A/HRC/6/17 and Corr.1, A/HRC/4/26 and E/CN.4/2006/98);

20.
Also acknowledges with appreciation the reports of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism submitted to the Council (E/CN.4/2006/94 and A/HRC/4/88) as well as the work to implement the mandate given to her by the Commission on Human Rights in its resolution 2005/80 and the General Assembly in its resolution 60/158, and requests the High Commissioner to continue her efforts in this regard;

21.
Calls upon international, regional and subregional organizations to strengthen coordination and cooperation in promoting the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism;


22.
Encourages States to make available to relevant national authorities the “Digest of Jurisprudence of the United Nations and Regional Organizations on the Protection of Human Rights while Countering Terrorism” and to take into account its content;


23.
Acknowledges with appreciation the ongoing dialogue established in the context of the fight against terrorism between the Security Council and its Counter‑Terrorism Committee and the relevant bodies for the promotion and protection of human rights, and encourages the relevant human rights bodies including the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism to continue to develop and improve cooperation and dialogue with the Security Council and its Counter-Terrorism Committee, including its Executive Directorate;


24.
Also acknowledges with appreciation the cooperation between the Special Rapporteur and all relevant procedures and mechanisms of the Council, United Nations human rights treaty bodies and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, and urges them to continue their cooperation, in accordance with their mandates, and to coordinate their efforts, where appropriate, in order to promote a consistent approach on this subject;

25.
Encourages States, while countering terrorism, to take into account relevant United Nations resolutions and decisions on human rights, and encourages them to give due consideration to the recommendations of the special procedures and mechanisms of the Council and the relevant comments and views of human rights treaty bodies;


26.
Notes with appreciation the issuance by the Counter-Terrorism Committee of the Security Council of its policy guidance number 2 regarding human rights and the Committee;


27.
Takes note of the requests by the General Assembly addressed to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism to continue to contribute to the work of the Counter‑Terrorism Implementation Task Force, including by raising awareness about the necessity to respect human rights while countering terrorism;


28.
Requests the High Commissioner to report regularly on the implementation of the present resolution to the Council, in accordance with its annual programme of work, and to the General Assembly;


29.
Decides to continue consideration of this issue in the 2008-2009 cycle of the Council, in accordance with its annual programme of work.
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Adopted without a vote. See chapter III.
7/8.
Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights defenders

The Human Rights Council,


Recalling General Assembly resolution 53/144 of 9 December 1998, by which the Assembly adopted by consensus the Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, annexed to that resolution, and reiterating the importance of the Declaration and its promotion and implementation,

Recalling also the continued validity and application of all the provisions of the above‑mentioned Declaration,


Recalling further all previous resolutions on this subject, in particular Commission on Human Rights resolution 2005/67 of 20 April 2005 and General Assembly resolution 62/152 of 18 December 2007,


Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,

Recalling Council resolutions 5/1 on institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council and 5/2 on the Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate-holders of the Human Rights Council, of 18 June 2007, and stressing that the mandate-holder shall discharge his/her duties in accordance with these resolutions and the annexes thereto,


Emphasizing the important role that individuals and civil society institutions, including non-governmental organizations, groups and national human rights institutions, play in the promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all,


1.
Takes note with appreciation of the work conducted by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights defenders;


2.
Decides to extend the special procedure on the situation of human rights defenders as a Special Rapporteur for a period of three years, and requests the Special Rapporteur:


(a)
To promote the effective and comprehensive implementation of the Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms through cooperation and constructive dialogue and engagement with Governments, relevant stakeholders and other interested actors;


(b)
To study, in a comprehensive manner, trends, developments and challenges in relation to the exercise of the right of anyone, acting individually or in association with others, to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms;


(c)
To recommend concrete and effective strategies to better protect human rights defenders through the adoption of a universal approach, and to follow up on these recommendations;

(d)
To seek, receive, examine and respond to information on the situation and the rights of anyone, acting individually or in association with others, to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms;


(e)
To integrate a gender perspective throughout the work of his/her mandate, paying particular attention to the situation of women human rights defenders;

(f)
To work in close coordination with other relevant United Nations bodies, offices, departments and specialized agencies, both at Headquarters and at the country level, and in particular with other special procedures of the Council;


(g)
To report regularly to the Council and the General Assembly;


3.
Urges all Governments to cooperate with and assist the Special Rapporteur in the performance of his/her tasks, to provide all information and to respond to communications transmitted to them by the Special Rapporteur without undue delay;

4.
Calls upon Governments to give serious consideration to responding favourably to the requests of the Special Rapporteur to visit their countries, and urges them to enter into a constructive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur with respect to the follow-up to and implementation of his/her recommendations so as to enable him/her to fulfil his/her mandate even more effectively;


5.
Requests the Secretary-General and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide all the assistance to the Special Rapporteur necessary for the effective fulfilment of his/her mandate;


6.
Decides to continue consideration of this issue in accordance with its annual programme of work.
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Adopted without a vote. See chapter III.

7/9.  Human rights of persons with disabilities


The Human Rights Council,

Recalling the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, the most recent of which are resolution 62/170 of 18 December 2007 on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto, and resolution 62/127 of 18 December 2007 on the implementation of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons,


Recalling also the relevant resolutions of the Commission on Human Rights, the most recent of which is resolution 2005/65 of 25 April 2005, as well as those of the Commission for Social Development of the Economic and Social Council,


Reaffirming the universality, indivisibility, interdependence and interrelatedness of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and the need for persons with disabilities to be guaranteed their full enjoyment without discrimination,


Recognizing that disability is an evolving concept and that disability results from the interaction between persons with impairments and attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others,


Recognizing also the importance of accessibility to the physical, social, economic and cultural environment, to health, education, information and communication, in enabling persons with disabilities to enjoy all human rights and fundamental freedoms fully,


Recognizing further the importance of international cooperation for improving the living conditions of persons with disabilities in every country, particularly in developing countries,

Recognizing that women and girls with disabilities are often subject to multiple discrimination, and emphasizing the need to incorporate a gender perspective in all efforts to promote the full enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms by persons with disabilities,


1.
Reaffirms the need to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to promote respect for their inherent dignity, and in this regard, calls upon Governments to take active measures:

(a)
To prevent and prohibit all forms of discrimination against persons with disabilities;

(b)
To ensure, for persons with disabilities, full and effective participation and inclusion, respect for their individual autonomy, including the freedom to make one’s own choices; independence; and equality of opportunity;


2.
Welcomes the adoption by the General Assembly on 13 December 2006 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, and expresses the hope that they will enter into force at an early date;


3.
Also welcomes the fact that, since the opening for signature of the Convention and Optional Protocol on 30 March 2007, 126 States have signed and 17 have ratified the Convention, and that 71 States have signed and 11 have ratified the Optional Protocol, and calls upon those States and regional integration organizations that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying the Convention and the Optional Protocol as a matter of priority;


4.
Further welcomes the attention that several special rapporteurs have paid to the rights of persons with disabilities in carrying out their mandates, and requests special procedures, in carrying out their mandates, to take into account the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights by persons with disabilities;


5.
Encourages the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee, and other mechanisms of the Council, to integrate the perspective of persons with disabilities, as appropriate, in carrying out their work and in their recommendations so as to facilitate the inclusion of persons with disabilities in the work of the Council;


6.
Urges all stakeholders to give consideration to the rights of persons with disabilities at all stages of the universal periodic review, including during the consultations carried out by States at the national level for the preparation of information to be submitted for the review, so as to include national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations representing persons with disabilities in such consultations;


7.
Welcomes the attention paid to the rights of persons with disabilities in the work of several human rights treaty monitoring bodies and encourages all such bodies to further integrate the perspective of persons with disabilities in their work, including in their monitoring activities and through the issuing of general comments;

8.
Urges Governments to address fully, in consultation with, inter alia, national human rights institutions and organizations of persons with disabilities, the rights of persons with disabilities when fulfilling their reporting obligations under the relevant United Nations human rights instruments, and welcomes the efforts of those Governments that have begun to do so;


9.
Welcomes the report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on progress in the implementation of the recommendations contained in the study on the human rights of persons with disabilities (A/HRC/7/61) and invites the High Commissioner to continue to provide adequate support for the integration of the perspective of persons with disabilities in the work of the Council and to continue the activities of her Office that contribute to raising awareness and understanding of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, including in cooperation with the Department for Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat;


10.
Encourages States to raise awareness regarding the rights of persons with disabilities, including through public awareness campaigns and training programmes, to combat stereotypes, prejudices, harmful practices and attitudinal barriers relating to persons with disabilities and to promote positive perceptions and greater social awareness of persons with disabilities;


11.
Encourages the High Commissioner for Human Rights to take fully into account the progressive implementation of standards and guidelines for the accessibility of facilities and services of the United Nations system, also taking into account relevant provisions of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and underlines the need for the Council, including its Internet resources, to be fully accessible to persons with disabilities;


12.
Encourages States to take appropriate measures to identify and eliminate obstacles and barriers to accessibility for persons with disabilities, in particular to ensure that persons with disabilities have access, on an equal basis with others, to the physical environment, transportation, information and communications, and to other facilities open or provided to the public, both in urban and rural areas;


13.
Welcomes the important role played by national human rights institutions and civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities, in the negotiation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and encourages relevant institutions and organizations to continue their efforts to promote understanding of the Convention and, where appropriate, its implementation;

14.
Encourages the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner to continue to strengthen its partnerships with and its outreach activities towards civil society organizations, with a particular emphasis on organizations representing persons with disabilities, so as to raise awareness among them about the work of the human rights system;


15.
Decides to hold an annual interactive debate in one of its regular sessions on the rights of persons with disabilities and that the first such debate should be held at its tenth session, focusing on key legal measures for ratification and effective implementation of the Convention, including with regard to equality and non-discrimination;

16.
Requests the Office of the High Commissioner to prepare a thematic study to enhance awareness and understanding of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, focusing on legal measures key for the ratification and effective implementation of the Convention, such as those relating to equality and non-discrimination, in consultation with States, civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities, and national human rights institutions, and requests that the study be available on the website of the Office of the High Commissioner, in an accessible format, prior to the tenth session of the Council;

17.
Notes that the General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to submit to the Assembly at its next session a report on the status of the Convention and the Optional Protocol and on the implementation of resolution 62/170, and that it also requested the Secretary-General to submit that report to the Council as a contribution to its discussion of the rights of persons with disabilities;

18.
Invites the Special Rapporteur on disability of the Commission for Social Development to continue cooperating with the Council and to address it on activities undertaken pursuant to his/her mandate, in accordance with its programme of work.
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Adopted without a vote. See chapter III.

7/10.  Human rights and arbitrary deprivation of nationality


The Human Rights Council,


Guided by the purposes, principles and provisions of the Charter of the United Nations,


Guided also by article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, according to which everyone has the right to a nationality and no one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality,


Reaffirming its decision 2/111 of 27 November 2006, as well as all previous resolutions adopted by the Commission on Human Rights on the issue of human rights and arbitrary deprivation of nationality, in particular resolution 2005/45 of 19 April 2005,


Recognizing the right of States to establish laws governing the acquisition, renunciation or loss of nationality, in accordance with international law, and noting that the issue of statelessness is already under consideration by the General Assembly within the broad issue of State succession,


Noting the relevant provisions of international human rights instruments and instruments on statelessness and nationality, inter alia, article 5, paragraph (d) (iii) of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination; article 24, paragraph 3,

of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; articles 7 and 8 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child; articles 1 to 3 of the Convention on the Nationality of Married Women; article 9 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women; and the Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness,


Recalling that persons arbitrarily deprived of nationality are protected by international human rights and refugee law as well as instruments on statelessness, including, with respect to States parties, the Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons and the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and the Protocol thereto,


Stressing that all human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated and that the international community must treat human rights globally in a fair and equal manner, on the same footing and with the same emphasis, as reaffirmed in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights in June 1993, the 2005 World Summit Outcome and General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006, by which the Assembly established the Human Rights Council,


Recalling General Assembly resolution 61/137 of 25 January 2007, in which, inter alia, the Assembly urged the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to continue its work with regard to identifying stateless persons, preventing and reducing statelessness and protecting stateless persons,


Noting the important work of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in seeking to address and prevent the problem of statelessness, including the adoption by its Executive Committee of the conclusion on identification, prevention and reduction of statelessness and protection of stateless persons No. 106 (LVII) - 2006,


Mindful of the endorsement by the General Assembly, in its resolution 41/70 of 3 December 1986, of the call upon all States to promote human rights and fundamental freedoms and to refrain from denying these to individuals in their populations because of nationality, ethnicity, race, religion or language,


Recalling General Assembly resolutions 55/153 of 12 December 2000 and 59/34 of 2 December 2004 on the nationality of natural persons in relation to the succession of States,


Recalling also the resolutions of the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights on the rights of non-citizens, in particular of paragraph 7 of its resolution 2003/21 of 13 August 2003, and also of the final report of the Special Rapporteur of the Sub‑Commission on the rights of non-citizens (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2003/23 and Add.1-4),


Expressing its deep concern at the arbitrary deprivation of persons or groups of persons of their nationality, especially on racial, national, ethnic, religious, gender or political grounds,


Recalling that arbitrarily depriving a person of his or her nationality may lead to statelessness, and in this regard expressing concern at various forms of discrimination against stateless persons that violate the obligations of States under international human rights law,


Emphasizing that the human rights and fundamental freedoms of persons whose nationality may be affected by State succession must be fully respected,


1.
Reaffirms that the right to a nationality of every human person is a fundamental human right;


2.
Recognizes that arbitrary deprivation of nationality on racial, national, ethnic, religious, political or gender grounds is a violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms;


3.
Calls upon all States to refrain from taking discriminatory measures and from enacting or maintaining legislation that would arbitrarily deprive persons of their nationality on grounds of race, colour, gender, religion, political opinion or national or ethnic origin, especially if such measures and legislation render a person stateless;


4.
Urges all States to adopt and implement nationality legislation with a view to avoiding statelessness, consistent with fundamental principles of international law, in particular by preventing arbitrary deprivation of nationality and statelessness as a result of State succession;


5.
Calls upon States that have not already done so to consider accession to the Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness and the Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons;


6.
Notes that the full enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms of an individual might be impeded as a result of arbitrary deprivation of nationality, thereby hampering his or her social integration;


7.
Calls upon States to ensure that an effective remedy is available to persons who have been arbitrarily deprived of their nationality;


8.
Urges the appropriate mechanisms of the Council and the appropriate United Nations treaty bodies and encourages the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to continue to collect information on the issue of human rights and arbitrary deprivation of nationality from all relevant sources and to take account of such information, together with any recommendations thereon, in their reports and activities conducted within their respective mandates;


9.
Requests the Secretary-General to collect information on this question from all relevant sources and to make it available to the Council at its tenth session;


10.
Decides to continue its consideration of this matter at its tenth session under the same agenda item.
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Adopted without a vote. See chapter III.
7/11.
The role of good governance in the promotion and
protection of human rights


The Human Rights Council,


Guided by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a common standard of achievement of all peoples and all nations applying to every individual and every organ of society, and also the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, which affirmed that all human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated,


Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution 2005/68 of 20 April 2005 and all previous relevant resolutions on the role of the good governance in the promotion of human rights, as well as the United Nations Millennium Declaration,


Recognizing the importance of a conducive environment, at both the national and the international levels, for the full enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms and of the mutually reinforcing relationship between good governance and human rights,


Recognizing also that transparent, responsible, accountable and participatory government, responsive to the needs and aspirations of the people, including women and members of vulnerable and marginalized groups, is the foundation on which good governance rests and that such a foundation is an indispensable condition for the full realization of human rights, including the right to development,

Emphasizing that democracies have embedded institutional advantages incontestably favourable to sustainable development, and that when based on the respect for human rights, they provide political incentives to Governments to respond to the needs and demands of the people, allow for more informed and extensive policy dialogue, are more adaptable, and create necessary checks and balances on Government power,


Reaffirming the leading role played by the United Nations in developing and promoting democracy and human rights, and recognizing the role of other processes, including the International Conference of New or Restored Democracies and the Community of Democracies,


Reaffirming also the importance of international and regional cooperation, when required by the States in need, in order to facilitate the implementation of good governance and anti‑corruption practices at all levels,

Stressing that good governance at the national and international levels is essential for sustained economic growth, sustainable development and the eradication of poverty and hunger, as reflected in the 2005 World Summit Outcome,

Noting with satisfaction the outcomes of the respective conferences of the Community of Democracies, held in Warsaw in 2000, in Seoul in 2002, in Santiago in 2005 and in Bamako

in 2007, at which the States committed themselves to build on shared principles and goals to promote democracy in all regions of the world, to support the integrity of democratic processes in societies on the democratic path and to coordinate policies to enhance the effectiveness of democratic governance,


Realizing that the fight against corruption at all levels plays an important role in the promotion and protection of human rights and in the process of creating an environment conducive to their full enjoyment,

Recognizing the increasing awareness in the international community of the detrimental impact of widespread corruption on human rights, through both the weakening of institutions and the erosion of public trust in government, as well as through the impairment of the ability of Governments to fulfil their human rights obligations, particularly the economic and social rights of the most vulnerable and marginalized,


Recognizing also that effective anti-corruption measures and the protection of human rights are mutually reinforcing and that the promotion and protection of human rights is essential to the fulfilment of all aspects of an anti-corruption strategy,


Noting with attention the outcome of the first and second sessions of the Conference of the States parties to the United Nations Convention against Corruption, held in Dead Sea, Jordan, in 2006, and in Bali, Indonesia, in 2008,


1.
Welcomes the note by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights transmitting the report on the United Nations Conference on anti-corruption, good governance and human rights, held in Warsaw, on 8 and 9 November 2006, by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, and noting the main themes discussed during the seminar:


(a)
The impact of corruption on human rights;


(b)
Human rights and good governance in the fight against corruption;


(c)
The role of civil society, the private sector and the media;


(d)
Fighting corruption while safeguarding human rights;


2.
Invites States to consider ratifying or acceding to the United Nations Convention against Corruption and to promote transparency, accountability, prevention and enforcement as key principles of anti-corruption efforts;


3.
Welcomes the publication of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights entitled “Good Governance Practices for the Protection of Human Rights”, pursuant to Commission on Human Rights resolution 2005/68, and requests the Office of the High Commissioner to prepare a publication on anti-corruption, good governance and human rights, drawing on the results of the Warsaw conference;

4.
Decides to continue its consideration of the question of the role of good governance, including the issue of the fight against corruption in the promotion and protection of human rights, at a future session.
40th meeting
27 March 2008

Adopted by a recorded vote of 41 to none, with 6 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Cameroon, Canada, Djibouti, Egypt, France, Gabon, Germany, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Slovenia, South Africa, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Zambia;

Abstaining:
Bolivia, China, Cuba, Nicaragua, Russian Federation, Sri Lanka.

See chapter III.

7/12.  Enforced or involuntary disappearances 


The Human Rights Council,


Reaffirming the relevant articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which protect the right of life, the right of liberty and security of the person, the right not to be subjected to torture and the right to recognition as a person before the law,


Recalling resolution 20 (XXXVI) of 29 February 1980 of the Commission on Human Rights establishing a Working Group consisting of five members, to serve as experts in their individual capacity, to examine questions relevant to enforced or involuntary disappearances,


Recalling also General Assembly resolution 47/133 of 18 December 1992, by which the Assembly adopted the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances as a body of principles for all States,

Acknowledging the adoption of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance by the General Assembly in its resolution 61/177 of 20 December 2006, and recognizing that its entry into force as soon as possible through its ratification by 20 States will be a significant event,


Deeply concerned in particular by the increase in enforced or involuntary disappearances in various regions of the world, including arrest, detention and abduction, when these are part of or amount to enforced disappearances, and by the growing number of reports concerning harassment, ill-treatment and intimidation of witnesses of disappearances or relatives of persons who have disappeared,

Acknowledging the fact that acts of enforced disappearance are crimes against humanity, as defined in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court,

Recalling resolutions 2004/40 of 19 April 2004 and 2005/27 of 19 April 2005 of the Commission on Human Rights,


Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,


Recalling its resolutions 5/1, entitled “Institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council”, and 5/2, entitled “Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate‑holders of the Human Rights Council”, of 18 June 2007, and stressing that the mandate‑holder shall discharge his/her duties in accordance with these resolutions and the annexes thereto,


1.
Takes note of the report submitted by the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances (A/HRC/7/2) and of the recommendations contained therein;


2.
Decides to extend the mandate of the Working Group for a further period of three years, and encourages it, in fulfilling its mandate:


(a)
To promote communication between families of disappeared persons and the Governments concerned, particularly when ordinary channels have failed, with a view to ensuring that sufficiently documented and clearly identified individual cases are investigated and to ascertain whether such information falls under its mandate and contains the required elements;


(b)
To observe, in its humanitarian task, United Nations standards and practices regarding the handling of communications and the consideration of Government replies;


(c)
To consider the question of impunity in the light of the relevant provisions of the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances, and having in mind the set of principles for the protection and promotion of human rights through action to combat impunity (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1997/20/Rev.1/annex II, and E/CN.4/2005/102/Add.1);


(d)
To pay particular attention to cases of children subjected to enforced disappearance and children of disappeared persons and to cooperate closely with the Governments concerned in searching for and identifying these children;


(e)
To pay particular attention to cases transmitted to it that are most urgent from a humanitarian perspective and that refer to ill-treatment, serious threatening or intimidation of witnesses of enforced or involuntary disappearances or relatives of disappeared persons;


(f)
To pay particular attention to cases of disappearance of persons working for the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, wherever they occur, and to make appropriate recommendations for preventing such disappearances and improving the protection of such persons;

(g)
To apply a gender perspective in its reporting process, including in information collection and the formulation of recommendations;

(h)
To provide appropriate assistance in the implementation by States of the Declaration and of the existing international rules;


(i)
To continue its deliberations on its working methods and to include these aspects in its reporting process to the Council;


(j)
To submit a regular report on the implementation of its mandate to the Council in accordance with its annual programme of work;


3.
Calls on Governments that have not provided for a long period of time substantive replies concerning claims of enforced disappearances in their countries to do so and to give due consideration to relevant recommendations concerning this issue made by the Working Group in their reports;


4.
Urges States:


(a)
To promote and give full effect to the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances;


(b)
To cooperate with the Working Group and help it to carry out its mandate effectively and, in that framework, give serious consideration to requests for visits to their countries;


(c)
To prevent the occurrence of enforced disappearances, including by guaranteeing that any person deprived of liberty is held solely in officially recognized and supervised places of detention, guaranteeing access to all places of detention by authorities and institutions whose competence in this regard has been recognized by the concerned State, maintaining official, accessible, up‑to‑date registers and/or records of detainees, and ensuring that detainees are brought before a judicial authority promptly after detention;


(d)
To work to eradicate the culture of impunity for the perpetrators of enforced disappearances and to elucidate cases of enforced disappearances as crucial steps in effective prevention;


(e)
To prevent and investigate with special attention cases of enforced disappearance of persons belonging to vulnerable groups, especially children, and to bring the perpetrators of these enforced disappearances to justice;


(f)
To take steps to provide adequate protection to witnesses of enforced or involuntary disappearances, human rights defenders acting against enforced disappearances and the lawyers and families of disappeared persons against any intimidation or ill‑treatment to which they might be subjected;

5.
Urges the Governments concerned:


(a)
To intensify their cooperation with the Working Group on any action taken pursuant to recommendations addressed to them by the Working Group;


(b)
To continue their efforts to elucidate the fate of disappeared persons and to ensure that competent authorities in charge of investigation and prosecution are provided with adequate means and resources to resolve cases and bring perpetrators to justice;


(c)
To make provisions in their legal systems for victims of enforced or involuntary disappearances or their families to seek fair, prompt and adequate reparation and, in addition, where appropriate, to consider symbolic measures recognizing the suffering of victims and restoring their dignity and reputation;


(d)
To address the specific needs of the families of disappeared persons;


6.
Reminds States that:


(a)
As proclaimed in article 2 of the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances, no State shall practise, permit or tolerate enforced disappearances;


(b)
All acts of enforced or involuntary disappearance are crimes punishable by appropriate penalties, which should take due account of their extreme seriousness under criminal law;


(c)
They should ensure that their competent authorities proceed immediately to conduct impartial inquiries in all circumstances where there is reason to believe that an enforced disappearance has occurred in territory under their jurisdiction;


(d)
If there is reason to believe that an enforced disappearance has occurred in territory under their jurisdiction, all the perpetrators of that disappearance must be brought to justice;


(e)
Impunity is simultaneously one of the underlying causes of enforced disappearances and a major obstacle to the elucidation of such cases;


(f)
As proclaimed in article 11 of the Declaration, all persons deprived of liberty must be released in a manner permitting reliable verification that they have actually been released and, further, have been released in conditions in which their physical integrity and ability fully to exercise their rights are assured;

7.
Expresses:


(a)
Its thanks to the many Governments that have cooperated with the Working Group and replied to its requests for information and to the Governments that have accepted visits of the Working Group to their countries, requesting them to give all necessary attention to the Working Group’s recommendations and inviting them to inform the Working Group of any action they take on those recommendations;


(b)
Its appreciation to the Governments that are investigating, cooperating at the international and bilateral levels, and have developed or are developing appropriate mechanisms to investigate any claims of enforced disappearance that are brought to their attention, and encourages all Governments concerned to expand their efforts in this area;

8.
Invites States to take legislative, administrative, legal and other steps, including when a state of emergency has been declared, at the national and regional levels and in cooperation with the United Nations, if appropriate through technical assistance, and to provide the Working Group with concrete information on the measures taken and the obstacles encountered in preventing enforced and involuntary disappearances and in giving effect to the principles set forth in the Declaration;


9.
Takes note of the assistance provided to the Working Group by non‑governmental organizations and their activities in support of the implementation of the Declaration, and invites those organizations to continue their cooperation;


10.
Requests the Secretary-General to continue:


(a)
To ensure that the Working Group receives all the assistance and resources it requires to perform its functions, including supporting the principles of the Declaration, carrying out and following up on missions and holding sessions in countries that are prepared to receive it;


(b)
To provide the resources needed to update the database on cases of enforced disappearance;


(c)
To keep the Working Group and the Council regularly informed of the steps taken for the wide dissemination and promotion of the Declaration;


11.
Decides to continue consideration of the matter in accordance with its programme of work.

40th meeting
27 March 2008
Adopted without a vote. See chapter III.

7/13.
Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography


The Human Rights Council,

Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,


Recalling Council resolutions 5/1 on institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council and 5/2 on the Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate-holders of the Human Rights Council, of 18 June 2007, and stressing that the mandate-holder shall discharge his/her duties in accordance with those resolutions and the annexes thereto,


Recalling also all previous resolutions on the mandate on sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, especially Commission on Human Rights resolution 1990/68 of 7 March 1990 and decision 2004/285 of the Economic and Social Council of 22 July 2004,


Bearing in mind the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocols and other instruments relating to this mandate,


Deeply concerned about the persistence of the practices of sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography in many parts of the world,


1.
Welcomes the work and contributions of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography;


2.
Decides to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for a period of three years:


(a)
To consider matters relating to the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography;


(b)
To continue, through continuous and constructive dialogue with Governments, intergovernmental organizations and civil society, including non-governmental organizations concerned, the analysis of the root causes of sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, addressing all the contributing factors, especially the demand factor;


(c)
To identify and make concrete recommendations on preventing and combating new patterns of sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography;


(d)
To identify, exchange and promote best practices on measures to combat the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography;


(e)
To continue, in consultation with Governments, intergovernmental organizations and civil society, including non-governmental organizations concerned, his/her efforts to promote comprehensive strategies and measures on the prevention of sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography;


(f)
To make recommendations on the promotion and protection of human rights of children actual or potential victims of sale, prostitution and pornography, as well as on the aspects related to the rehabilitation of child victims of sexual exploitation;


(g)
To integrate a gender perspective throughout the work of his/her mandate;


(h)
To work in close coordination with other relevant bodies and mechanisms of the United Nations, the Committee on the Rights of the Child and, in particular, with other special procedures of the Council, such as the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially in women and children, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery and the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on violence against children, bearing in mind their complementarity, in order to strengthen the work for the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while avoiding unnecessary duplication of efforts;


(i)
To submit a report on the implementation of his/her mandate to the Council in accordance with its annual programme of work;


3.
Requests all Governments to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur in the performance of the task and duties mandated, to furnish necessary information requested in his/her communications and to react promptly to the Special Rapporteur’s urgent appeals;


4.
Encourages all Governments to respond favourably to the requests of the Special Rapporteur to visit their countries so as to enable him/her to fulfil the mandate effectively;


5.
Requests the Secretary-General and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide all the human, technical and financial assistance to the Special Rapporteur necessary for the effective fulfilment of his/her mandate;


6.
Decides to continue the consideration of this question in accordance with its programme of work.

40th meeting
27 March 2008
Adopted without a vote. See chapter III.

7/14.  The right to food


The Human Rights Council,

Recalling all previous resolutions on the issue of the right to food, in particular General Assembly resolution 62/164 of 18 December 2007 and Council resolution 6/2 of 27 September 2007, as well as all resolutions of the Commission on Human Rights in this regard,


Recalling also the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which provides that everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for her or his health and well-being, including food, the Universal Declaration on the Eradication of Hunger and Malnutrition and the United Nations Millennium Declaration,


Recalling further the provisions of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, in which the fundamental right of every person to be free from hunger is recognized,


Bearing in mind the Rome Declaration on World Food Security and the World Food Summit Plan of Action and the Declaration of the World Food Summit: five years later, adopted in Rome on 13 June 2002,

Reaffirming the concrete recommendations contained in the Voluntary Guidelines to Support the Progressive Realization of the Right to Adequate Food in the Context of National Food Security, adopted by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in November 2004,


Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of its resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,


Reaffirming that all human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated, and that they must be treated globally, in a fair and equal manner, on the same footing and with the same emphasis,


Reaffirming also that a peaceful, stable and enabling political, social and economic environment, at both the national and the international levels, is the essential foundation that will enable States to give adequate priority to food security and poverty eradication,


Reiterating, as in the Rome Declaration on World Food Security and the Declaration of the World Food Summit: five years later, that food should not be used as an instrument of political or economic pressure, and reaffirming in this regard the importance of international cooperation and solidarity, as well as the necessity of refraining from unilateral measures that are not in accordance with international law and the Charter of the United Nations and that endanger food security,


Convinced that each State must adopt a strategy consistent with its resources and capacities to achieve its individual goals in implementing the recommendations contained in the Rome Declaration on World Food Security and the World Food Summit Plan of Action and, at the same time, cooperate regionally and internationally in order to organize collective solutions to global issues of food security in a world of increasingly interlinked institutions, societies and economies where coordinated efforts and shared responsibilities are essential,


Recognizing that the problems of hunger and food insecurity have global dimensions and that there has been virtually no progress made on reducing hunger and that it could increase dramatically in some regions unless urgent, determined and concerted action is taken, given the anticipated increase in the world’s population and the stress on natural resources,


Noting that environmental degradation, desertification and global climate change are exacerbating destitution and desperation, causing a negative impact on the realization of the right to food, in particular in developing countries,


Expressing its deep concern at the number and scale of natural disasters, diseases and pests and their increasing impact in recent years, which have resulted in massive loss of life and livelihood and threatened agricultural production and food security, in particular in developing countries,


Stressing the importance of reversing the continuing decline of official development assistance devoted to agriculture, both in real terms and as a share of total official development assistance,

Welcoming the theme “The right to food”, chosen by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to mark World Food Day on 16 October 2007,

Taking note of the Final Declaration adopted at the International Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in Pôrto Alegre, Brazil, on 10 March 2006,


1.
Reaffirms that hunger constitutes an outrage and a violation of human dignity and therefore requires the adoption of urgent measures at the national, regional and international levels for its elimination;


2.
Also reaffirms the right of everyone to have access to safe and nutritious food, consistent with the right to adequate food and the fundamental right of everyone to be free from hunger, so as to be able to fully develop and maintain his or her physical and mental capacities;


3.
Considers it intolerable that more than 6 million children still die every year from hunger-related illness before their fifth birthday and that there are about 854 million undernourished people in the world and that, while the prevalence of hunger has diminished, the absolute number of undernourished people has been increasing in recent years when, according to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the planet could produce enough food to feed 12 billion people, twice the world’s present population;


4.
Expresses its concern that women and girls are disproportionately affected by hunger, food insecurity and poverty, in part as a result of gender inequality and discrimination, that in many countries, girls are twice as likely as boys to die from malnutrition and preventable childhood diseases, and that it is estimated that almost twice as many women as men suffer from malnutrition;


5.
Encourages all States to take action to address gender inequality and discrimination against women, in particular where it contributes to the malnutrition of women and girls, including measures to ensure the full and equal realization of the right to food and ensuring that women have equal access to resources, including income, land and water, to enable them to feed themselves and their families;


6.
Encourages the Special Rapporteur on the right to food to continue mainstreaming a gender perspective in the fulfilment of his mandate, and encourages the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and all other United Nations bodies and mechanisms addressing the right to food and food insecurity to integrate a gender perspective into their relevant policies, programmes and activities;


7.
Reaffirms the need to ensure that programmes delivering safe and nutritious food are inclusive and accessible to persons with disabilities;


8.
Encourages all States to take steps with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the right to food, including steps to promote the conditions for everyone to be free from hunger and, as soon as possible, to enjoy fully the right to food, and to create and adopt national plans to combat hunger, and recognizes in this regard the great efforts and positive developments with respect to the right to food in some developing countries and regions, including those highlighted in the report of the Special Rapporteur (A/62/289);


9.
Stresses that improving access to productive resources and public investment in rural development is essential for eradicating hunger and poverty, in particular in developing countries, including through the promotion of investments in appropriate, small-scale irrigation and water management technologies in order to reduce vulnerability to droughts;


10.
Recognizes that 80 per cent of hungry people live in rural areas, and 50 per cent are small-scale farm-holders, and that these people are especially vulnerable to food insecurity, given the increasing cost of inputs, and the fall in farm incomes; that access to land, water, seeds and other natural resources is an increasing challenge for poor producers; and that support by States for small farmers, fishing communities and local enterprises is an element key to food security and provision of the right to food;


11.
Stresses the importance of fighting hunger in rural areas, including through national efforts supported by international partnerships to stop desertification and land degradation and through investments and public policies that are specifically appropriate to the risk of drylands, and, in this regard, calls for the full implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa;


12.
Also stresses its commitments to promote and protect, without discrimination, the economic, social and cultural rights of indigenous peoples, in accordance with international human rights obligations and taking into account, as appropriate, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and acknowledges that many indigenous organizations and representatives of indigenous communities have expressed in different forums their deep concerns over the obstacles and challenges they face for the full enjoyment of the right to food, and calls upon States to take special actions to combat the root causes of the disproportionately high level of hunger and malnutrition among indigenous peoples and the continuous discrimination against them;


13.
Requests all States and private actors, as well as international organizations within their respective mandates, to take fully into account the need to promote the effective realization of the right to food for all, including in the ongoing negotiations in different fields;


14.
Recognizes the need to strengthen national commitment as well as international assistance, upon request and in cooperation with affected countries, towards a better realization and protection of the right to food, and in particular to develop national protection mechanisms for people forced to leave their homes and land because of hunger or natural or man-made disasters affecting the enjoyment of the right to food;


15.
Stresses the need to make efforts to mobilize and optimize the allocation and utilization of technical and financial resources from all sources, including external debt relief for developing countries, and to reinforce national actions to implement sustainable food security policies;


16.
Recognizes the need for a successful conclusion of the Doha Development Round negotiations of the World Trade Organization as a contribution to creating international conditions that permit the realization of the right to food;


17.
Stresses that all States should make every effort to ensure that their international policies of a political and economic nature, including international trade agreements, do not have a negative impact on the right to food in other countries;


18.
Recalls the importance of the New York Declaration on Action against Hunger and Poverty, and recommends the continuation of efforts aimed at identifying additional sources of financing for the fight against hunger and poverty;


19.
Recognizes that the promises made at the World Food Summit in 1996 to halve the number of persons who are undernourished are not being fulfilled, and invites once again all international financial and development institutions, as well as the relevant United Nations agencies and funds, to give priority to and provide the necessary funding to realize the aim of halving by 2015 the proportion of people who suffer from hunger, as well as the right to food as set out in the Rome Declaration on World Food Security and the United Nations Millennium Declaration;


20.
Reaffirms that integrating food and nutritional support, with the goal that all people at all times will have access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life, is part of a comprehensive response to the spread of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and other communicable diseases;


21.
Urges States to give adequate priority in their development strategies and expenditures to the realization of the right to food;


22.
Stresses the importance of international development cooperation and assistance, in particular in activities related to disaster risk reduction and in emergency situations such as natural and man‑made disasters, diseases and pests, for the realization of the right to food and the achievement of sustainable food security, while recognizing that each country has the primary responsibility for ensuring the implementation of national programmes and strategies in this regard;


23.
Calls upon Member States, the United Nations system and other relevant stakeholders to support national efforts aimed at responding rapidly to the food crises currently occurring across Africa and expresses its deep concern that funding shortfalls are forcing the World Food Programme to cut operations across different regions, including Southern Africa;


24.
Invites all relevant international organizations, including the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, to promote policies and projects that have a positive impact on the right to food, to ensure that partners respect the right to food in the implementation of common projects, to support strategies of Member States aimed at the fulfilment of the right to food and to avoid any actions that could have a negative impact on the realization of the right to food;


25.
Encourages the Special Rapporteur on the right to food and the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises to cooperate on the subject of the contribution of the private sector to the realization of the right to food, including the importance of ensuring sustainable water resources for human consumption and agriculture;


26.
Recognizes the negative impact of massive rises in prices of food on the realization of the right to food, particularly on people in developing countries with a high level of dependence on food imports for the fulfilment of nutritional national requirements;


27.
Takes note of the report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to food (A/HRC/7/5), and of his valuable work in the promotion of the right to food in all parts of the world and expresses its appreciation for the work and commitment of the first mandate-holder to achieving the realization of the right to food;


28.
Encourages the new mandate-holder on the right to food to discharge his/her activities taking into account the important achievements in the fulfilment of the mandate in recent years;


29.
Supports the realization of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur as extended for a period of three years by the Council in its resolution 6/2 of 27 September 2007;


30.
Requests the Secretary-General and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide all the necessary human and financial resources for the effective fulfilment of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur;


31.
Welcomes the work already done by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in promoting the right to adequate food, in particular its general comment No. 12 (1999) on the right to adequate food (article 11 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights), in which the Committee affirmed, inter alia, that the right to adequate food is indivisibly linked to the inherent dignity of the human person and is indispensable for the fulfilment of other human rights enshrined in the International Bill of Human Rights, and is also inseparable from social justice, requiring the adoption of appropriate economic, environmental and social policies, at both the national and the international levels, oriented to the eradication of poverty and the fulfilment of all human rights for all;


32.
Recalls general comment No. 15 (2002) of the Committee on the right to water (articles 11 and 12 of the Covenant), in which the Committee noted, inter alia, the importance of ensuring sustainable water resources for human consumption and agriculture in the realization of the right to adequate food;


33.
Reaffirms that the Voluntary Guidelines to Support the Progressive Realization of the Right to Adequate Food in the Context of National Food Security, adopted by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in November 2004, represent a practical tool to promote the realization of the right to food for all, contribute to the achievement of food security and thus provide an additional instrument in the attainment of internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration;


34.
Requests the Advisory Committee to consider potential recommendations for approval by the Council on possible further measures to enhance the realization of the right to food, bearing in mind the priority importance of promoting the implementation of existing standards;


35.
Welcomes the continued cooperation of the High Commissioner, the Committee and the Special Rapporteur, and encourages them to continue their cooperation in this regard;


36.
Calls upon all Governments to cooperate with and assist the Special Rapporteur in his/her task, to supply all necessary information requested by him/her and to give serious consideration to responding favourably to the requests of the Special Rapporteur to visit their countries to enable him/her to fulfil his/her mandate more effectively;


37.
Decides to convene a panel discussion on the realization of the right to food in the period of its main session of 2009;


38.
Recalls the requests made by the General Assembly, in its resolution 62/164, that the Special Rapporteur submit to it an interim report at its sixty-third session on the implementation of that resolution and to continue his work, including by examining the emerging issues with regard to the realization of the right to food within his existing mandate, and by the Council that the Special Rapporteur submit to it a comprehensive report on the fulfilment of his/her mandate in 2009, in accordance with its annual programme of work;

39.
Invites Governments, relevant United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, treaty bodies and civil society actors, including non-governmental organizations, as well as the private sector, to cooperate fully with the Special Rapporteur in the fulfilment of his/her mandate, inter alia, through the submission of comments and suggestions on ways and means of realizing the right to food;


40.
Decides to continue the consideration of this matter under the same agenda item in 2009 in accordance with its annual programme of work.

40th meeting
27 March 2008
Adopted without a vote. See chapter III.

7/15.
Situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea


The Human Rights Council,


Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the sixtieth anniversary of which we celebrate this year, the International Covenants on Human Rights and other human rights instruments,


Recalling all previous resolutions adopted by the Commission on Human Rights and the General Assembly on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, including Commission resolutions 2004/13 and 2005/11 and Assembly resolution 62/167, and urging the implementation of those resolutions,

Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,


Recalling Council resolutions 5/1 on institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council, and 5/2 on the Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate-holders of the Human Rights Council, of 18 June 2007, and stressing that the mandate-holder shall discharge his/her duties in accordance with those resolutions and the annexes thereto,


Bearing in mind the reports on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea submitted by the Special Rapporteur, including reports A/62/264 and A/HRC/7/20 and urging the implementation of the recommendations therein,


Having reviewed the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,

Deeply concerned at the continuing reports of systematic, widespread and grave violations of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and at the unresolved questions of international concern relating to the abduction of foreigners, and urging the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to respect fully all human rights and fundamental freedoms,


Deploring the grave human rights situation in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,


Deeply regretting the refusal of the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to recognize the mandate of the Special Rapporteur or to extend full cooperation to him,


Alarmed by the precarious humanitarian situation in the country,


Reaffirming that it is the responsibility of the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to ensure the full enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms of its entire population,


1.
Commends the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea for the activities undertaken so far and his continued efforts in the conduct of the mandate despite the limited access to information;

2.
Decides to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur, in accordance with Commission on Human Rights resolutions 2004/13 and 2005/11, for a period of one year;


3.
Urges the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to cooperate fully with the Special Rapporteur and to respond favourably to his requests to visit the country and to provide him with all necessary information to enable him to fulfil his mandate;


4.
Also urges the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to ensure safe and unhindered access of humanitarian assistance that is delivered impartially on the basis of need, in accordance with humanitarian principles;

5.
Encourages the United Nations, including its specialized agencies, regional intergovernmental organizations, mandate-holders, interested institutions and independent experts and non-governmental organizations to develop regular dialogue and cooperation with the Special Rapporteur in the fulfilment of his mandate;


6.
Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur with all assistance and adequate staffing necessary to carry out his mandate effectively and to ensure that this mechanism works with the support of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights;


7.
Invites the Special Rapporteur to submit regular reports on the implementation of his mandate to the Council and the General Assembly.

40th meeting
27 March 2008

Adopted by a recorded vote of 22 to 7, with 18 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, Ghana, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Madagascar, Mexico, Netherlands, Peru, Republic of Korea, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay;

Against:
China, Cuba, Egypt, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nicaragua, Russian Federation;

Abstaining:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh,
 Cameroon, Djibouti, Gabon, Guatemala, India, Mali, Mauritius, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Zambia.

See chapter IV.

7/16.  Situation of human rights in the Sudan


The Human Rights Council,

Guided by the principles and objectives of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Right and the International Covenants on Human Rights,


Reaffirming that all Members States have an obligation to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms as stated in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights and other applicable international human rights instruments,

Reaffirming also Commission on Human Rights resolution 2005/82 of 21 April 2005 and Council resolutions 6/34 and 6/35 of 14 December 2007,


Bearing in mind the report by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Sudan (A/62/354) and urging the implementation of the recommendations contained therein,


1.
Takes note of the report of the Special Rapporteur (A/HRC/7/22);


2.
Welcomes the collaboration of the Government of the Sudan with the Special Rapporteur, including at ministerial level, and takes note with interest of its engagement with the international community on human rights issues;


3.
Urges the Government of the Sudan to continue cooperating fully with the Special Rapporteur and to respond favourably to her requests to visit all parts of the Sudan and to provide her with all necessary information so as to enable her to fulfil her mandate even more effectively;


4.
Calls on the Government of the Sudan to continue and intensify its efforts for the promotion and protection of human rights, by taking all possible concrete steps to improve the human rights situation;


5.
Acknowledges the measures taken by the Government of the Sudan to address the human rights situation in the Sudan, but expresses its concern that, for various reasons, their implementation has not yet led to the desired positive impact on the ground;


6.
Expresses its deep concern at the seriousness of the ongoing violations of human rights and international humanitarian law in some parts of Darfur, and reiterates its call to all parties to put an end to all acts of violence against civilians, with special focus on vulnerable groups including women, children and internally displaced persons, as well as human rights defenders and humanitarian workers;


7.
Stresses the primary responsibility of the Government of the Sudan to protect all its citizens, including all vulnerable groups;


8.
Calls upon the signatories of the Darfur Peace Agreement to comply with their obligations under the Agreement, acknowledges the measures already taken towards its implementation and calls upon non-signatory parties to participate and to commit themselves to the Darfur political process led by the African Union and the United Nations, in compliance with relevant resolutions of the United Nations, including paragraph 5 of Council resolution 4/8;


9.
Urges the Government of the Sudan to continue and intensify its efforts to implement the recommendations identified by the Group of Experts, in accordance with the specified time frames and indicators;

10.
Encourages the Government of the Sudan to accelerate the progressive realization of economic, social and cultural rights in the Sudan;


11.
Invites relevant United Nations bodies and agencies, including the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, to continue providing support and technical assistance to the Sudan for the implementation of the recommendations of the Group of Experts, and calls upon donors to continue providing financial and technical assistance and required equipment for the improvement of human rights in the Sudan and to continue to provide support for the implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement;

12.
Calls upon the Government of the Sudan to accelerate the implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement and to establish the remaining commissions, in particular the finalization of the establishment of the national human rights commission, in accordance with the Paris Principles;


13.
Expresses particular concern at the fact that perpetrators of past and ongoing serious violations of human rights and international humanitarian law in Darfur have not yet been held accountable for their crimes and urges the Government of the Sudan to address urgently this question, by thoroughly investigating all allegations of human rights and international humanitarian law violations, promptly bringing to justice the perpetrators of those violations;


14.
Decides to review the situation of human rights in the Sudan at its session in September 2008.

40th meeting
27 March 2008
Adopted without a vote. See chapter IV.

7/17.  Right of the Palestinian people to self-determination


The Human Rights Council,


Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, in particular the provisions of Articles 1 and 55 thereof, which affirm the right of peoples to self‑determination, and reaffirming the need for the scrupulous respect of the principle of refraining in international relations from the threat or use of force, as specified in the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970,


Guided also by the provisions of article 1 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and article 1 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which affirm that all peoples have the right to self-determination,

Guided further by the International Covenants on Human Rights, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and by the provisions of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted on 25 June 1993 by the World Conference on Human Rights (A/CONF.157/23), and in particular Part I, paragraphs 2 and 3, relating to the right of self‑determination of all peoples and especially those subject to foreign occupation,


Recalling General Assembly resolutions 181 A and B (II) of 29 November 1947 and 194 (III) of 11 December 1948, as well as all other resolutions which confirm and define the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, particularly their right to self-determination,


Recalling also Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967, 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973, 1397 (2002) of 12 March 2002 and 1402 (2002) of 30 March 2002,


Recalling further the conclusion of the International Court of Justice, in its advisory opinion of 9 July 2004, that the construction of the wall by Israel, the occupying Power, in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, along with measures previously taken, severely impedes the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination,

Recalling the resolutions adopted in this regard by the Commission on Human Rights, the last of which was resolution 2005/1 of 7 April 2005,


Reaffirming the right of the Palestinian people to self‑determination in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, the relevant United Nations resolutions and declarations, and the provisions of international covenants and instruments relating to the right to self-determination as an international principle and as a right of all peoples in the world, as it is a jus cogens in international law and a basic condition for achieving a just, lasting and comprehensive peace in the region of the Middle East,


1.
Reaffirms the inalienable, permanent and unqualified right of the Palestinian people to self-determination, including their right to live in freedom, justice and dignity and to establish their sovereign, independent, democratic and viable contiguous State;


2.
Also reaffirms its support for the solution of two States living side by side in peace and security, Palestine and Israel;

3.
Stresses the need for respect for and preservation of the territorial unity, contiguity and integrity of all of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem;


4.
Urges all Member States and relevant bodies of the United Nations system to support and assist the Palestinian people in the early realization of their right to self-determination;


5.
Decides to continue the consideration of this question at its session of March 2009.

40th meeting
27 March 2008
Adopted without a vote. See chapter VII.
7/18.
Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan


The Human Rights Council,


Guided by the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and affirming the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force,


Reaffirming that all States have an obligation to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms, as stated in the Charter of the United Nations and as elaborated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights and other applicable instruments,


Recalling relevant resolutions of the Commission on Human Rights, the Human Rights Council, the Security Council and the General Assembly, most recently General Assembly resolution 62/108 of 17 December 2007 in which the Assembly reaffirmed, inter alia, the illegality of the Israeli settlements in the occupied territories,


Mindful that Israel is a party to the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, which is applicable de jure to Palestinian and all Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, including East Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan, and recalling the declaration adopted by the Conference of High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention, held in Geneva on 5 December 2001,


Considering that the transfer by the occupying Power of parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies constitutes a breach of the Fourth Geneva Convention and relevant provisions of customary law, including those codified in Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I),


Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, and its conclusion that “the Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (including East Jerusalem) have been established in breach of international law”,


Recalling also General Assembly resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004,


Affirming that the Israeli settlement activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territory constitute very serious violations of international humanitarian law and of the human rights of the Palestinian people therein and undermine international efforts, including the Annapolis Peace Conference and the Paris International Donors’ Conference for the Palestinian State, aimed at invigorating the peace process and establishing a viable, contiguous, sovereign and independent Palestinian State by the end of 2008,


Recalling its attachment to the implementation by both parties of their obligations under the Quartet road map to a permanent two-State solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict (S/2003/529, annex), and noting specifically its call for a freeze on all settlement activity,


Expressing its grave concern at the continuation by Israel, the occupying Power, of settlement building and expansion in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including plans to expand and connect Israeli settlements around Occupied East Jerusalem, thus threatening the creation of a contiguous Palestinian State, in violation of international humanitarian law and relevant United Nations resolutions,


Expressing its concern that continuing Israeli settlement activity undermines the realization of a two-State solution,


Expressing grave concern at the continuing construction, contrary to international law, by Israel of the wall inside the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem, and expressing its concern in particular about the route of the wall in departure from the Armistice Line of 1949, which could prejudge future negotiations and make the two-State solution physically impossible to implement and which is causing the Palestinian people further humanitarian hardship,


Deeply concerned that the route of the wall has been traced in such a way as to include the great majority of the Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,


Expressing its concern at the failure of the Government of Israel to cooperate fully with the relevant United Nations mechanisms, in particular the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967,


1.
Welcomes the report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967 (A/HRC/7/17) and calls upon the Government of Israel to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur to allow him to discharge his mandate fully;


2.
Deplores the recent Israeli announcements of the construction of new housing units for Israeli settlers in and around occupied East Jerusalem, as they undermine the peace process and the creation of a contiguous, sovereign and independent Palestinian State, and are in violation of international law and pledges made by Israel at the Annapolis Peace Conference of 27 November 2007;


3.
Expresses its grave concern at:


(a)
The continuing Israeli settlement and related activities, in violation of international law, including the expansion of settlements, the expropriation of land, the demolition of houses, the confiscation and destruction of property, the expulsion of Palestinians and the construction of bypass roads, which change the physical character and demographic composition of the occupied territories, including East Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan, and constitute a violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949, and in particular article 49 of that Convention; settlements are a major obstacle to the establishment of a just and comprehensive peace and to the creation of an independent, viable, sovereign and democratic Palestinian State;

(b)
The Israeli so-called E-1 plan aimed at expanding the Israeli settlement of Maale Adumim and building the wall around it, thereby further disconnecting occupied East Jerusalem from the northern and southern parts of the West Bank and isolating its Palestinian population;


(c)
The implications for the final status negotiations of the announcement by Israel that it will retain the major settlement blocks in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including settlements located in the Jordan Valley;


(d)
The expansion of Israeli settlements and the construction of new ones on the Occupied Palestinian Territory rendered inaccessible behind the wall, which create a fait accompli on the ground that could well be permanent and would be tantamount to de facto annexation;

(e)
The Israeli decision to establish and operate a tramway between West Jerusalem and the Israeli settlement of Pisgat Zeev, in violation of international law and relevant United Nations resolutions;


(f)
The continued closures of and within the Occupied Palestinian Territory and the restriction of the freedom of movement of people and goods, including the repeated closure of the crossing points of the Gaza Strip, which have created an extremely precarious humanitarian situation for the civilian population and impaired the economic and social rights of the Palestinian people;


(g)
The continued construction, contrary to international law, of the wall inside the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem;


4.
Urges Israel, the occupying Power:


(a)
To reverse the settlement policy in the occupied territories, including East Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan, and, as a first step towards their dismantlement, to stop immediately the expansion of the existing settlements, including “natural growth” and related activities;


(b)
To prevent any new installation of settlers in the occupied territories;


5.
Urges the full implementation of the Access and Movement Agreement of 15 November 2005, particularly the urgent reopening of the Rafah and Karni crossings, which are crucial to the passage of foodstuffs and essential supplies, as well as the access of United Nations agencies to and within the Occupied Palestinian Territory;


6.
Demands that Israel implement the recommendations regarding the settlements made by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in her report to the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-seventh session on her visit to the occupied Palestinian territories, Israel, Egypt and Jordan (E/CN.4/2001/114);

7.
Calls upon Israel to take and implement serious measures, including confiscation of arms and enforcement of criminal sanctions, with the aim of preventing acts of violence by Israeli settlers, and other measures to guarantee the safety and protection of the Palestinian civilians and Palestinian properties in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem;


8.
Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with its legal obligations, as mentioned in the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice;


9.
Urges the parties to give renewed impetus to the peace process in line with the Annapolis Peace Conference and the Paris International Donors’ Conference for the Palestinian State and to implement fully the road map endorsed by the Security Council in its resolution 1515 (2003) of 19 November 2003, with the aim of reaching a comprehensive political settlement in accordance with the resolutions of the Security Council, including resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967 and 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973, and other relevant United Nations resolutions, the principles of the Peace Conference on the Middle East, held in Madrid on 30 October 1991, the Oslo Accords and subsequent agreements, which will allow two States, Israel and Palestine, to live in peace and security;


10.
Decides to continue the consideration of this question at its session of March 2009.

40th meeting
27 March 2008
Adopted by a recorded vote of 46 to 1. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, France, Gabon, Germany, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Slovenia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Zambia;

Against:
Canada.

See chapter VII.

7/19.  Combating defamation of religions


The Human Rights Council,


Recalling the 2005 World Summit Outcome adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 60/1 of 24 October 2005, in which the Assembly emphasized the responsibilities of all States, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations, to respect human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction of any kind as to race, colour, sex, language or religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status, and acknowledged the importance of respect and understanding for religious and cultural diversity throughout the world,


Recalling also the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance in September 2001 (A/CONF.189/12 and Corr.1, chap. I),


Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, proclaimed by the General Assembly in its resolution 36/55 of 25 November 1981,


Recognizing the valuable contribution of all religions to modern civilization and the contribution that dialogue among civilizations can make to an improved awareness and understanding of the common values shared by all humankind,


Noting the Declaration adopted by the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers at its thirty-fourth session in Islamabad, in May 2007, which condemned the growing trend of Islamophobia and systematic discrimination against the adherents of Islam and emphasized the need to take effective measures to combat defamation of religions,

Noting also the final communiqué adopted by the Organization of the Islamic Conference at its eleventh summit, in Dakar, in March 2008, in which the Organization expressed concern at the systematically negative stereotyping of Muslims and Islam and other divine religions, and denounced the overall rise in intolerance and discrimination against Muslim minorities, which constitute an affront to human dignity and run counter to the international human rights instruments,


Recalling the joint statement of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, the European Union and the Secretary-General of 7 February 2006, in which they recognized the need, in all societies, to show sensitivity and responsibility in treating issues of special significance for the adherents of any particular faith, even by those who do not share the belief in question,


Reaffirming the call made by the President of the General Assembly in his statement of 15 March 2006 that, in the wake of existing mistrust and tensions, there is a need for dialogue and understanding among civilizations, cultures and religions to commit to working together to prevent provocative or regrettable incidents and to develop better ways of promoting tolerance, respect for and freedom of religion and belief,


Welcoming all international and regional initiatives to promote cross-cultural and interfaith harmony, including the Alliance of Civilizations and the International Dialogue on Interfaith Cooperation and their valuable efforts towards the promotion of a culture of peace and dialogue at all levels,


Welcoming also the report by the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance on the situation of Muslims and Arabs in various parts of the world (E/CN.4/2006/17),

Welcoming further the reports of the Special Rapporteur submitted to the Council at its fourth and sixth sessions (A/HRC/4/19 and A/HRC/6/6), in which he draws the attention of Member States to the serious nature of the defamation of all religions and to the promotion of the fight against these phenomena by strengthening the role of interreligious and intercultural dialogue and promoting reciprocal understanding and joint action to meet the fundamental challenges of development, peace and the protection and promotion of human rights, as well as the need to complement legal strategies,


Reiterating the call made by the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance to Member States to wage a systematic campaign against incitement to racial and religious hatred by maintaining a careful balance between the defence of secularism and respect for freedom of religion and by acknowledging and respecting the complementarity of all the freedoms embodied in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,


Emphasizing that States, non-governmental organizations, religious bodies and the media have an important role to play in promoting tolerance and freedom of religion and belief through education,


Noting with concern that defamation of religions is among the causes of social disharmony and instability, at the national and international levels, and leads to violations of human rights,


Noting with deep concern the increasing trend in recent years of statements attacking religions, including Islam and Muslims, in human rights forums,


1.
Expresses deep concern at the negative stereotyping of all religions and manifestations of intolerance and discrimination in matters of religion or belief;


2.
Also expresses deep concern at attempts to identify Islam with terrorism, violence and human rights violations and emphasizes that equating any religion with terrorism should be rejected and combated by all at all levels;


3.
Further expresses deep concern at the intensification of the campaign of defamation of religions and the ethnic and religious profiling of Muslim minorities in the aftermath of the tragic events of 11 September 2001;


4.
Expresses its grave concern at the recent serious instances of deliberate stereotyping of religions, their adherents and sacred persons in the media and by political parties and groups in some societies, and at the associated provocation and political exploitation;


5.
Recognizes that, in the context of the fight against terrorism, defamation of religions becomes an aggravating factor that contributes to the denial of fundamental rights and freedoms of target groups and their economic and social exclusion;

6.
Expresses concern at laws or administrative measures that have been specifically designed to control and monitor Muslim minorities, thereby stigmatizing them and legitimizing the discrimination that they experience;


7.
Strongly deplores physical attacks and assaults on businesses, cultural centres and places of worship of all religions and targeting of religious symbols;


8.
Urges States to take actions to prohibit the dissemination, including through political institutions and organizations, of racist and xenophobic ideas and material aimed at any religion or its followers that constitute incitement to racial and religious hatred, hostility or violence;


9.
Also urges States to provide, within their respective legal and constitutional systems, adequate protection against acts of hatred, discrimination, intimidation and coercion resulting from the defamation of any religion, to take all possible measures to promote tolerance and respect for all religions and their value systems and to complement legal systems with intellectual and moral strategies to combat religious hatred and intolerance;


10.
Emphasizes that respect of religions and their protection from contempt is an essential element conducive for the exercise by all of the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion;


11.
Urges all States to ensure that all public officials, including members of law enforcement bodies, the military, civil servants and educators, in the course of their official duties, respect all religions and beliefs and do not discriminate against persons on the grounds of their religion or belief, and that all necessary and appropriate education or training is provided;


12.
Emphasizes that, as stipulated in international human rights law, everyone has the right to freedom of expression, and that the exercise of this right carries with it special duties and responsibilities, and may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but only those provided by law and necessary for the respect of the rights or reputations of others, or for the protection of national security or of public order, or of public health or morals;


13.
Reaffirms that general comment No. 15 of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, in which the Committee stipulates that the prohibition of the dissemination of all ideas based upon racial superiority or hatred is compatible with the freedom of opinion and expression, is equally applicable to the question of incitement to religious hatred;


14.
Deplores the use of printed, audio-visual and electronic media, including the Internet, and of any other means to incite acts of violence, xenophobia or related intolerance and discrimination towards Islam or any religion;

15.
Invites the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance to continue to report on all manifestations of defamation of religions, and in particular on the serious implications of Islamophobia, on the enjoyment of all rights to the Council at its ninth session;

16.
Requests the High Commissioner for Human Rights to report on the implementation of the present resolution and to submit a study compiling relevant existing legislations and jurisprudence concerning defamation of and contempt for religions to the Council at its ninth session.

40th meeting
27 March 2008

Adopted by a recorded vote of 21 to 10, with 14 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Indonesia, Jordan, Malaysia, Mali, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka;

Against:
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Romania, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;

Abstaining:
Bolivia, Brazil, Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Japan, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mexico, Peru, Republic of Korea, Uruguay, Zambia.

See chapter IX.

7/20.
Technical cooperation and advisory services in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo

The Human Rights Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,


Recalling also its resolution 5/1 of 18 June 2007, by which it renewed the mandate of the independent expert on the situation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo until such time as it would be considered by the Council according to its programme of work,


Recalling further that, in its resolution 5/1, the Council decided that decisions to create, review or discontinue country mandates should also take into account the principles of cooperation and genuine dialogue aimed at strengthening the capacity of Member States to comply with their human rights obligations, and that any decision to streamline, merge or eventually discontinue mandates should always be guided by the need for improvement of the enjoyment and the protection of human rights,


Taking into account the discussions held at the present session of the Council on the mandate of the independent expert on the situation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, in the context of the review, rationalization and improvement of the mandates of the Council,

Expressing its appreciation for the role undertaken by the international community, in particular by the African Union and the European Union in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which contributed to improving the situation on the ground, including the holding of presidential elections in 2006, and bearing in mind the challenges still faced by the country,


Considering that the pertinent work undertaken by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the human rights section of the United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo is mutually reinforcing with that of the thematic special procedures,


Taking into consideration that the presence of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the human rights section of the United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo have been merged with a view to achieving more efficiency in their work on the human rights situation in the country,


Taking into consideration also the implementation of the new mechanism of cooperation between the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the human rights section of the United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and civil society, called the “Entité de liaison des droits de l’homme”,


Having reviewed the mandate of the independent expert on the situation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo,


1.
Welcomes the cooperation established by the Democratic Republic of the Congo with the independent expert during the period of his mandate;


2.
Also welcomes the cooperation of the Democratic Republic of the Congo with the thematic special procedures of the Council and its invitation to a number of them, including the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, the Representative of the Secretary-General on the human rights of internally displaced persons, the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, the Special Rapporteur on the right to health, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights defenders, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises and the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for children and armed conflict, to make recommendations, within their respective mandates, on how best to assist technically the Democratic Republic of the Congo in addressing the situation of human rights, with a view to obtaining tangible improvements on the ground, taking also into account the needs formulated by the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo;


3.
Invites the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo to inform and update the Council, at its future sessions, on the human rights situation on the ground, identifying the challenges that it may still encounter as well as its needs in this regard;

4.
Requests the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, through its presence in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, to increase and enhance its technical assistance activities and programmes in consultation with the authorities of the country;


5.
Calls on the international community to support the implementation of the local mechanism of cooperation between the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the human rights section of the United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, called “Entité de liaison des droits de l’homme”;


6.
Invites the High Commissioner to report to the Council at its session in March 2009 on the human rights situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and the activities the Office of the High Commissioner has undertaken in the country;


7.
Requests the above-mentioned thematic special procedures (see paragraph 2 above) to report to the Council no later than its session in March 2009 under agenda item 10;


8.
Calls on the international community to provide the Democratic Republic of the Congo with the various forms of assistance that the Democratic Republic of the Congo requests, with a view to improving the human rights situation;


9.
Decides to pursue this matter under the same agenda item at its session in March 2009.

40th meeting
27 March 2008
Adopted without a vote. See chapter X.

7/21.
Mandate of the Working Group on the use of mercenaries
as a means of violating human rights and impeding the
exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination


The Human Rights Council,


Recalling all of the previous resolutions adopted by the General Assembly and the Commission on Human Rights on the subject, including Assembly resolution 62/145 of 18 December 2007 and Commission resolution 2005/2 of 7 April 2005,


Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,


Recalling Council resolutions 5/1 entitled “Institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council” and 5/2 entitled “Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate‑holders of the Human Rights Council” of 18 June 2007, and stressing that the mandate‑holder shall discharge his/her duties in accordance with these resolutions and the annexes thereto,


1.
Acknowledges with appreciation the work and contributions made by the Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination, and takes note with appreciation of its latest report (A/HRC/7/7);


2.
Decides to extend the mandate of the Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self‑determination for a period of three years:


(a)
To elaborate and present concrete proposals on possible complementary and new standards aimed at filling existing gaps, as well as general guidelines or basic principles encouraging the further protection of human rights, in particular the right of peoples to self‑determination, while facing current and emergent threats posed by mercenaries or mercenary-related activities;

(b)
To seek opinions and contributions from Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations on questions relating to its mandate;


(c)
To monitor mercenaries and mercenary-related activities in all their forms and manifestations in different parts of the world;


(d)
To study and identify sources and causes, emerging issues, manifestations and trends regarding mercenaries or mercenary-related activities and their impact on human rights, particularly on the right of peoples to self-determination;


(e)
To monitor and study the effects on the enjoyment of human rights, particularly the right of peoples to self-determination, of the activities of private companies offering military assistance, consultancy and security services on the international market and to prepare a draft of international basic principles that encourage respect for human rights by those companies in their activities;


3.
Also decides to authorize the Working Group to hold three sessions per year of five working days each, two in Geneva and one in New York, in fulfilment of the mandate outlined in the present resolution;


4.
Requests the Working Group to continue the work already done by the previous Special Rapporteurs on the strengthening of the international legal framework for the prevention and sanction of the recruitment, use, financing and training of mercenaries, taking into account the proposal for a new legal definition of a mercenary drafted by the Special Rapporteur in his report to the Commission on Human Rights at its sixtieth session (E/CN.4/2004/15, para. 47);


5.
Requests the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, as a matter of priority, to publicize the adverse effects of the activities of mercenaries on the right of peoples to self-determination and, when requested and where necessary, to render advisory services to States that are affected by those activities;


6.
Expresses its appreciation to the Office of the High Commissioner for its support for convening in Panama the regional governmental consultation for Latin American and Caribbean States on traditional and new forms of mercenary activities as a means of violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination, in particular regarding the effects of the activities of private military and security companies on the enjoyment of human rights;


7.
Requests the Office of the High Commissioner to inform the Council, in a timely manner, of the dates and places for the convening of the other regional governmental consultations on this matter, in conformity with paragraph 15 of General Assembly resolution 62/145, bearing in mind that this process may lead to the holding of a high-level round table of States, under the auspices of the United Nations, to discuss the fundamental question of the role of the State as holder of the monopoly of the use of force, with the objective of facilitating a critical understanding of the responsibilities of the different actors, including private military and security companies, in the current context, and their respective obligations for the protection and promotion of human rights and in reaching a common understanding as to which additional regulations and controls are needed at the international level;


8.
Urges all States to cooperate fully with the Working Group in the fulfilment of its mandate;


9.
Requests the Secretary-General and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide the Working Group with all the necessary assistance and support for the fulfilment of its mandate, both professional and financial, including through the promotion of cooperation between the Working Group and other components of the United Nations system that deal with countering mercenary-related activities, in order to meet the demands of its current and future activities;


10.
Requests the Working Group to consult States, intergovernmental organizations, non‑governmental organizations and other relevant actors of civil society in the implementation of the present resolution and to report its findings on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination to the General Assembly at its sixty-third session and to the Council in 2009 in accordance with its annual programme of work;


11.
Decides to continue its consideration of this matter under the same agenda item.
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Adopted by a recorded vote of 32 to 11, with 2 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Zambia;

Against:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovenia, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;

Abstaining:
Switzerland, Ukraine.

See chapter III.
7/22.  Human rights and access to safe drinking water and sanitation


The Human Rights Council,

Reaffirming the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,


Recalling its resolution 6/8 of 28 September 2007 and decision 2/104 of 27 November 2006 on human rights and equitable access to safe drinking water and sanitation,


Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,


Recalling its resolutions 5/1 on institution-building of the Council and 5/2 on the Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate-holders of the Council, of 18 June 2007, and stressing that the mandate-holder shall discharge his/her duties in accordance with those resolutions and the annexes thereto,


Recalling also the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Rights of the Child,


Recalling further relevant provisions of declarations and programmes with regard to access to safe drinking water and sanitation adopted at major United Nations conferences and summits and by the General Assembly at its special sessions and their follow-up meetings, inter alia the Mar del Plata Action Plan on Water Development and Administration, Agenda 21 adopted by the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development or the Habitat Agenda adopted by the Habitat II conference,


Noting general comment No. 15 (2002) of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on the right to water (articles 11 and 12 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights),


Recalling commitments made by the international community to fully implement the Millennium Development Goals and stressing, in that context, the resolve of the Heads of State and Government, as expressed in the United Nations Millennium Declaration, to halve by 2015 the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation,


Recalling also General Assembly resolution 61/192 of 20 December 2006, in which the Assembly declared 2008 the International Year of Sanitation,


Deeply concerned that over one billion people lack access to safe drinking water and that 2.6 billion lack access to basic sanitation,


Emphasizing that international human rights law instruments, including the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Rights of the Child entail obligations in relation to access to safe drinking water and sanitation,


Mindful that certain aspects of human rights obligations related to the access to safe drinking water and sanitation have yet to be further studied, as pointed out in the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the scope and content of the relevant human rights obligations related to equitable access to safe drinking water and sanitation under international human rights instruments (A/HRC/6/3),


Affirming the need to focus on local and national perspectives in considering the issue, leaving aside questions of international watercourse law and all transboundary water issues,


1.
Recalls the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the scope and content of the relevant human rights obligations related to equitable access to safe drinking water and sanitation under international human rights instruments, submitted pursuant to Council decision 2/104 of 27 November 2006;


2.
Decides to appoint, for a period of three years, an independent expert on the issue of human rights obligations related to access to safe drinking water and sanitation, whose tasks will be:


(a)
To develop a dialogue with Governments, the relevant United Nations bodies, the private sector, local authorities, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations and academic institutions, to identify, promote and exchange views on best practices related to access to safe drinking water and sanitation, and, in that regard, to prepare a compendium of best practices;


(b)
To advance the work by undertaking a study, in cooperation with and reflecting the views of Governments and relevant United Nations bodies, and in further cooperation with the private sector, local authorities, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations and academic institutions, on the further clarification of the content of human rights obligations, including non-discrimination obligations, in relation to access to safe drinking water and sanitation;


(c)
To make recommendations that could help the realization of the Millennium Development Goals, in particular of Goal 7;


(d)
To apply a gender perspective, including through the identification of gender-specific vulnerabilities;


(e)
To work in close coordination, while avoiding unnecessary duplication, with other special procedures and subsidiary organs of the Council, relevant United Nations bodies and the treaty bodies, and taking into account the views of other stakeholders, including relevant regional human rights mechanisms, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations and academic institutions;


(f)
To submit a report, including conclusions and recommendations, to the Council at its tenth session;


3.
Requests the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to ensure that the independent expert receives the necessary resources to enable him/her to discharge the mandate fully;


4.
Calls upon all Governments to cooperate with the independent expert and invites them to share best practices with the independent expert, and to provide him/her with all the necessary information related to the mandate to enable him/her to fulfil the mandate;


5.
Decides to continue its consideration of this matter under the same agenda item at its tenth session.

41st meeting
28 March 2008
Adopted without a vote. See chapter III.

7/23.  Human rights and climate change


The Human Rights Council,

Concerned that climate change poses an immediate and far-reaching threat to people and communities around the world and has implications for the full enjoyment of human rights,


Recognizing that climate change is a global problem and that it requires a global solution,

Reaffirming the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action,


Noting the findings of the fourth assessment report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, including that the warming of the climate system is unequivocal and that most of the observed increase in global average temperatures since the mid-twentieth century is very likely human-induced,


Recognizing that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change remains the comprehensive global framework to deal with climate change issues, reaffirming the principles of the Framework Convention as contained in article 3 thereof, and welcoming the decisions of the United Nations Climate Change Conference held in Bali, Indonesia, in December 2007, and in particular the adoption of the Bali Action Plan,


Recalling that the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action reaffirmed the right to development, as established in the Declaration on the Right to Development, as a universal and inalienable right and as an integral part of fundamental human rights, 


Recognizing that human beings are at the centre of concerns for sustainable development and that the right to development must be fulfilled so as to equitably meet the development and environmental needs of present and future generations,


Recognizing also that the world’s poor are especially vulnerable to the effects of climate change, in particular those concentrated in high-risk areas, and also tend to have more limited adaptation capacities,


Recognizing further that low-lying and other small island countries, countries with low‑lying coastal, arid and semi-arid areas or areas liable to floods, drought and desertification, and developing countries with fragile mountainous ecosystems are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change,


Recalling the relevant provisions of declarations, resolutions and programmes of action adopted by major United Nations conferences, summits and special sessions and their follow-up meetings, in particular Agenda 21 and the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, and the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation,


Recalling also Commission on Human Rights resolution 2005/60 of 20 April 2005 on human rights and the environment as part of sustainable development,


Recalling further Council resolution 6/27 of 14 December 2007 on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living and in particular paragraph 3 thereof, and Council decision 2/104 of 27 November 2006 on human rights and access to water,


Taking note of the contribution provided by special procedures of the Council in examining and advancing the understanding of the link between the enjoyment of human rights and the protection of environment,


Taking note also of the conclusions and recommendations contained in the report of the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health to the General Assembly (A/62/214), which include a call for the Council to study the impact of climate change on human rights,


1.
Decides to request the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, in consultation with and taking into account the views of States, other relevant international organizations and intergovernmental bodies including the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and the secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and other stakeholders, to conduct, within existing resources, a detailed analytical study on the relationship between climate change and human rights, to be submitted to the Council prior to its tenth session;


2.
Encourages States to contribute to the study conducted by the Office of the High Commissioner;


3.
Decides to consider the issue at its tenth session under agenda item 3, and thereafter to make available the study, together with a summary of the debate held during its tenth session, to the Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change for its consideration.
41st meeting
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7/24.  Elimination of violence against women


The Human Rights Council,


Reaffirming the obligation of all States to promote and protect all human rights and fundamental freedoms, and reaffirming also that discrimination on the basis of sex is contrary to the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and other international human rights instruments, and that its elimination is an integral part of efforts towards the elimination of violence against women and girls,


Reaffirming also the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the outcome of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”, and the Declaration adopted at the forty-ninth session of the Commission on the Status of Women,


Reaffirming further the international commitments in the field of social development and to gender equality and the advancement of women made at the International Conference on Population and Development, the World Summit for Social Development and the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, as well as those made in the United Nations Millennium Declaration and at the 2005 World Summit,


Reaffirming Commission on Human Rights resolution 1994/45 of 4 March 1994, in which it decided to appoint a Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences,


Reaffirming also Council resolution 6/30 of 14 December 2007 on integrating the human rights of women throughout the United Nations system, all resolutions of the Commission on Human Rights on the elimination of violence against women, all General Assembly resolutions relevant to the elimination of all forms of violence against women, in particular resolution 61/143 of 19 December 2006, and Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000 on women, peace and security,


Recalling the inclusion of gender-related crimes and crimes of sexual violence in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court,


Deeply concerned that all forms of discrimination, including racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and multiple or aggravated forms of discrimination and disadvantage can lead to the particular targeting or vulnerability to violence of girls and some groups of women, such as women belonging to minority groups, indigenous women, refugee and internally displaced women, migrant women, women living in rural or remote communities, destitute women, women in institutions or in detention, women with disabilities, elderly women, widows and women in situations of armed conflict, women who are otherwise discriminated against, including on the basis of HIV status, and victims of commercial sexual exploitation,


Welcoming the launch of the campaign of the Secretary-General in February 2008 to end violence against women,


Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,

Recalling its resolutions 5/1 on institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council and 5/2 on the Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate-holders of the Human Rights Council, of 18 June 2007, and stressing that the mandate-holder shall discharge his/her duties in accordance with these resolutions and the annexes thereto,


1.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Strongly condemns all acts of violence against women and girls, whether these acts are perpetrated by the State, private persons or non-State actors, and calls for the elimination of all forms of gender-based violence in the family, within the general community and where perpetrated or condoned by the State, in accordance with the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, and stresses the need to treat all forms of violence against women and girls as a criminal offence, punishable by law, as well as the duty to provide access to just and effective remedies and specialized assistance to victims, including medical and psychological assistance, as well as effective counselling;


2.
Welcomes the work of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences;


3.
Takes note of the latest report of the Special Rapporteur (A/HRC/7/6), which includes efforts to formulate indicators on violence against women, as well as her previous reports on intersections between culture and violence against women (A/HRC/4/34) and on the due diligence standard as a tool for elimination of violence against women (E/CN.4/2006/61);


4.
Welcomes the initiatives, increasing efforts and important contributions at the local, national, regional and international levels to eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls, and encourages, as a contribution to the effective implementation of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, the continued efforts of States, all United Nations bodies, funds and programmes, regional organizations and non-governmental organizations, including women’s organizations, to build upon and support, including through the allocation of adequate resources, these successful initiatives, and to support and participate in regional consultations in this area;


5.
Decides to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, for a period of three years;

6.
Invites the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out this mandate, within the framework of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and all other international human rights instruments, including the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action:


(a)
To seek and receive information on violence against women, its causes and its consequences, from Governments, treaty bodies, specialized agencies, other special rapporteurs responsible for various human rights questions, and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, including women’s organizations, and to respond effectively to such information;


(b)
To recommend measures, ways and means, at the local, national, regional and international levels, to eliminate all forms of violence against women and its causes, and to remedy its consequences;


(c)
To work closely with all special procedures and other human rights mechanisms of the Council and with the treaty bodies, taking into account the request of the Council that they regularly and systematically integrate the human rights of women and a gender perspective into their work, and cooperate closely with the Commission on the Status of Women in the discharge of its functions;


(d)
To continue to adopt a comprehensive and universal approach to the elimination of violence against women, its causes and consequences, including causes of violence against women related to the civil, cultural, economic, political and social spheres;


7.
Requests the Special Rapporteur, to report to the Council in accordance with its annual programme of work;


8.
Encourages the Special Rapporteur, with a view to promoting greater efficiency and effectiveness and to enhancing his/her access to the information necessary to fulfil his/her duties, to continue to cooperate with regional intergovernmental organizations and any of their mechanisms engaged in the promotion and protection of the human rights of women and girls;


9.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Calls upon all Governments to cooperate with and assist the Special Rapporteur in the performance of his/her mandated tasks and duties, to supply all information requested, including with regard to implementation of the recommendations of the Special Rapporteur, and to give serious consideration to responding favourably to his/her requests for visits and communications;


10.
Requests special procedures of the Council, United Nations organs and bodies, specialized agencies and intergovernmental organizations, and encourages the human rights treaty bodies, to continue to give consideration to violence against women and girls within their respective mandates, to cooperate with and assist the Special Rapporteur in the performance of his/her mandated tasks and duties and, in particular, to respond to his/her requests for information on violence against women, its causes and consequences;


11.
Requests the Secretary-General to continue to provide the Special Rapporteur with all necessary assistance for the effective fulfilment of his/her mandate, in particular staff and resources, including to carry out and follow up on missions;


12.
Also requests the Secretary‑General to ensure that the reports of the Special Rapporteur are brought to the attention of the Commission on the Status of Women, the General Assembly and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, and requests the Special Rapporteur to present an oral report annually to the Commission and to the Assembly;

13.
Decides to continue consideration of the issue of the elimination of all forms of violence against women, its causes and consequences, as a matter of high priority, in conformity with its annual programme of work.
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Adopted without a vote. See chapter III.

7/25.  Prevention of genocide


The Human Rights Council,

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, as well as other relevant international instruments,


Considering that the sixtieth anniversary of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, adopted on 9 December 1948 and succeeded by the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on the next day, provides an important opportunity for the international community to draw the attention of all States to the significance of the Convention and to invite them to redouble their efforts for the prevention and punishment of the crime of genocide,


Emphasizing that the crime of genocide is recognized in the Convention as an odious scourge which has inflicted great losses on humanity and that further international cooperation is required to facilitate the timely prevention and punishment of the crime of genocide,


Deeply concerned about the occurrence in recent history of genocide, recognized as such by the international community, on the basis of and as defined in the 1948 Convention, and bearing in mind that massive, serious and systematic violations of human rights and international humanitarian law might result in genocide,


Taking into consideration that States parties to the Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity of 26 November 1968 have agreed that no statutory limitation shall apply to such crimes, including the crime of genocide, irrespective of the date of their commission,


Affirming that impunity for such crimes encourages their occurrence and is a fundamental obstacle to the furtherance of cooperation among peoples and the promotion of international peace and security, and that fighting impunity for such crimes is an important factor in their prevention,

Acknowledging the significant progress made by the international community in the past 60 years, including within the United Nations system, in developing relevant mechanisms and practices to prevent and punish the crime of genocide, thereby contributing to the effective implementation of the Convention,


Recalling General Assembly resolution 96 (I) of 11 December 1946, in which the Assembly declared genocide a crime under international law, and all subsequent resolutions within the United Nations system that have contributed to the establishment and development of the process of prevention and punishment of the crime of genocide, including Assembly resolution 60/1 of 16 September 2005,


Acknowledging with appreciation that genocide is defined among the most serious crimes of concern to the international community as a whole in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, and anticipating that the functioning of the Court with a high number of ratifications of the Statute and the functioning of other relevant international criminal tribunals will help increase accountability for the crime of genocide,


Recalling that the Council is mandated by the General Assembly to address situations of violations of human rights, including gross and systematic violations, and to make recommendations thereon, and that it should also promote the effective coordination and mainstreaming of human rights within the United Nations system,


Recognizing the important contribution of the United Nations human rights
system to efforts towards preventing situations in which the crime of genocide could be committed,

Reaffirming its full support for the mandate of the Special Adviser of the Secretary‑General on the prevention of genocide, who acts, inter alia, as an early warning mechanism to prevent potential situations that could result in genocide,


Taking note with appreciation of the presentation of the reports of the Secretary-General submitted to the Council on the implementation of the Five-Point Action Plan and the activities of the Special Adviser (E/CN.4/2006/84 and A/HRC/7/37), as well as of the convening of two interactive dialogues with the Special Adviser at both the third and current sessions of the Council,

1.
Reaffirms the significance of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide as an effective international instrument for the prevention and punishment of the crime of genocide;


2.
Expresses its appreciation to all States that have ratified or acceded to the Convention, and in particular to the States that have done so in the years following the adoption of Commission on Human Rights resolution 2005/62 of 20 April 2005;

3.
Calls upon States that have not yet ratified or acceded to the Convention to consider doing so as a matter of high priority and, where necessary, to enact national legislation in conformity with the provisions of the Convention;


4.
Reiterates the responsibility of each individual State to protect its population from genocide, which entails the prevention of such a crime, including incitement to it, through appropriate and necessary means;

5.
Stresses the importance of enhanced international cooperation, including through the United Nations system and through regional organizations, aimed at fostering the principles enshrined in the Convention;

6.
Calls upon all States, in order to deter future occurrences of genocide, to cooperate, including through the United Nations system, in strengthening appropriate collaboration among existing mechanisms that contribute to early detection and prevention of massive, serious and systematic violations of human rights, which if not halted, could lead to genocide;


7.
Recognizes the important role of the Secretary-General in contributing to prompt consideration of early warning or prevention cases, as mandated by Security Council resolution 1366 (2001) of 30 August 2001, and the functions of the Special Adviser, who, in accordance with his mandate, collects existing information, in particular from within the United Nations system, liaises with the United Nations system on activities for the prevention of genocide and works to enhance the capacity of the United Nations to analyse and manage information relating to genocide or related crimes;


8.
Welcomes the decisions of the Secretary-General and of the General Assembly, as contained in its resolution 62/238, to retain the mandate of the Special Adviser, to upgrade his position to the level of Under-Secretary-General and to strengthen his office;


9.
Requests all Governments to cooperate fully with the Special Adviser in the performance of his work, to furnish all relevant information requested and to react promptly to his urgent appeals;

10.
Underlines the important role of the United Nations human rights system, including of the Council, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the relevant special procedures and treaty bodies in addressing the challenge of collating information on massive, serious and systematic violations of human rights, and thereby contributing to a better understanding and early warning of complex situations that might lead to genocide;


11.
Encourages the Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide and the High Commissioner for Human Rights to further enhance the systematic exchange of information between their offices and between the Special Adviser and all relevant special

procedures, including those concerned with the promotion and protection of human rights of persons belonging to the national, ethnic, racial or religious groups as outlined in article II of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide;

12.
Emphasizes the importance, when addressing complex situations that might lead to genocide as defined in the Convention, of a prompt and comprehensive examination of a set of multiple factors, including legal factors, the existence of groups at risk, the massive, serious and systematic violation of human rights, and the resurgence of systematic discrimination, the prevalence of expressions of hate speech targeting persons belonging to national, ethnic, racial or religious groups, especially if they are uttered in the context of an actual or potential outbreak of violence;

13.
Encourages States to make use of appropriate international and regional forums to address the issue of prevention of genocide, including, inter alia, the annual meetings of regional and thematic organizations and their related human rights machinery, the preparatory process for the Review Conference on the implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action and any conferences commemorating the sixtieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;


14.
Encourages Governments, in cooperation with international and regional organizations and civil society, while promoting human rights education activities, to disseminate knowledge of the principles of the Convention, paying particular attention to the principles of prevention;


15.
Requests the High Commissioner to circulate the reports of the Secretary-General submitted to the Council in order to obtain the views of States, relevant United Nations agencies, treaty bodies and special procedures on those reports, including on possible warning signs that might lead to genocide (E/CN.4/2006/84), and to report to the Council at its tenth session;


16.
Invites the High Commissioner, as a matter of high priority and in consultations with States, to elaborate and implement, within existing resources, appropriate commemorative events to mark the sixtieth anniversary of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, having also in mind the commemoration of the sixtieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;


17.
Also invites the High Commissioner, as part of the commemorative events, and as an important contribution to developing preventive strategies, to organize, within existing resources, a seminar on the prevention of genocide, with the participation of States, relevant United Nations entities and other international and regional organizations, civil society, and academic and research bodies, and to publish a paper on the outcome of the seminar;

18.
Requests the Secretary-General to make available to the Council at its tenth session an updated report on the efforts of the United Nations system to prevent genocide and on the activities of the Special Adviser, and invites the Special Adviser to an interactive dialogue with the Council at the same session on the progress made in discharging his duties;

19.
Decides to continue consideration of this issue in accordance with its programme of work.
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7/26.
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons
from Enforced Disappearance


The Human Rights Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 47/133 of 18 December 1992, by which the Assembly adopted the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance,


Recalling also its resolution 1/1 of 29 June 2006,


Acknowledging the adoption of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance by the General Assembly in its resolution 61/177 of 20 December 2006, and its opening for signature, ratification and accession,


Welcoming the signature of the Convention by fifty-seven States at the opening ceremony, held in Paris, on 6 February 2007, and the signature of the Convention thereafter,


Welcoming also the ratification of the Convention by some States,


Recognizing that the entry into force of the Convention, as soon as possible, through its ratification by twenty States, will be a significant event,

Recognizing also the widespread campaign engaged by the “Group of Friends” of the Convention,


1.
 Encourages States that are in the process of signing, ratifying or acceding to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance to complete their internal procedures towards those ends in compliance with domestic legislation as expeditiously as possible;

2.
Encourages all States that have not done so to consider signing, ratifying or acceding to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance;


3.
Invites States to consider joining the campaign to share information on best practices and to work towards the early coming into force of the Convention with the aim of its universality.
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7/27.  Human rights and extreme poverty


The Human Rights Council,

Deeply concerned that extreme poverty persists in all countries of the world, regardless of their economic, social and cultural situation, and that its extent and manifestations are particularly severe in developing countries,


Reaffirming in this regard the commitments made at relevant United Nations conferences, summits, including those made at the World Summit for Social Development, held in Copenhagen in 1995, and in the United Nations Millennium Declaration adopted by the General Assembly on 8 September 2000 and the 2005 World Summit Outcome adopted by the Heads of State and Government at the 2005 World Summit,


Takes note of the draft guiding principles on extreme poverty and human rights: the rights of the poor annexed to resolution 2006/9 adopted by the Sub-Commission for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights on 24 August 2006,

Recalling its resolution 2/2 of 27 November 2006,

1.
Affirms that the fight against extreme poverty must remain a high priority for the international community;

2.
Notes with satisfaction the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the draft guiding principles on extreme poverty and human rights: the rights of the poor (A/HRC/7/32);


3.
Welcomes the substantial contributions of States, relevant United Nations agencies, intergovernmental organizations, United Nations treaty bodies, the independent expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty, national human rights institutions, non‑governmental organizations, especially those in which people in situations of extreme poverty express their views, and other relevant stakeholders;

4.
Invites the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights:


(a)
To further consult the above-mentioned relevant stakeholders and allow them to comment also on the report of the High Commissioner, including through the organization of a three-day seminar on the draft guiding principles, before March 2009;


(b)
To submit a report to the Council, no later than its last session of 2009, to allow it to take a decision on the ways forward with a view to a possible adoption of guiding principles on the rights of persons living in extreme poverty.
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7/28.  Missing persons


The Human Rights Council,

Guided by the purposes, principles and provisions of the Charter of the United Nations,

Guided also by the principles and norms of international humanitarian law, in particular the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and the Additional Protocols thereto of 1977, 
as well as international standards of human rights, in particular the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights on 25 June 1993,


Recalling all previous resolutions on missing persons adopted by the General Assembly, as well as the resolutions adopted by the Commission on Human Rights,

Considering that the problem of missing persons raises questions of both international human rights law and, as applicable, international humanitarian law,


Noting with deep concern that armed conflicts are continuing in various parts of 
the world, often resulting in serious violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law,

Convinced that States hold the primary responsibility for countering the phenomenon of missing persons and determining the fate of missing persons and that they must recognize their accountability for implementing the relevant mechanisms, policies and laws,

Bearing in mind the effective search for and identification of missing persons through traditional forensic methods, and recognizing that great technological progress has been achieved in the field of DNA forensic sciences, which could significantly assist efforts to identify missing persons,


Noting that the issue of persons reported missing in connection with international armed conflicts, in particular those who are victims of serious violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law, continues to have a negative impact on efforts to put an end to those conflicts and causes suffering to the families of missing persons, and stressing in this regard the need to address the issue from a humanitarian perspective, among others,


Welcoming the conclusions of the International Conference of Governmental and Non‑Governmental Experts convened by the International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva from 19 to 21 February 2003 on “The missing: action to resolve the problem of people unaccounted for as a result of armed conflict or internal violence and to assist their families” and its recommendations to address the problems of missing persons and their families,


Recalling the Agenda for Humanitarian Action, in particular its general objective 1, to “respect and restore the dignity of persons missing as a result of armed conflicts or other situations of armed violence and of their families”, adopted at the Twenty-eighth International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, held in Geneva from 2 to 6 December 2003, and resolution 3 on the reaffirmation and implementation of international humanitarian law entitled “Preserving human life and dignity in armed conflict”, adopted at the Thirtieth International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, held in Geneva from 26 to 30 November 2007,


Taking note of the resolution on missing persons adopted on 18 October 2006 by the Inter‑Parliamentary Union at its 115th Assembly,


Welcoming the ongoing regional efforts to address the question of missing persons, 


1.
Urges States to strictly observe and respect and to ensure respect for the rules of international humanitarian law, as set out in the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and, where applicable, in the Additional Protocols thereto of 1977;


2.
Calls upon States that are parties to an armed conflict to take all appropriate measures to prevent persons from going missing in connection with armed conflict and account for persons reported missing as a result of such a situation;

3.
Reaffirms the right of families to know the fate of their relatives reported missing in connection with armed conflicts;


4.
Also reaffirms that each party to an armed conflict, as soon as circumstances permit and, at the latest, from the end of active hostilities, shall search for the persons who have been reported missing by an adverse party;

5.
Calls upon States that are parties to an armed conflict to take all necessary measures, in a timely manner, to determine the identity and fate of persons reported missing in connection with the armed conflict and, to the greatest possible extent, to provide their family members, through appropriate channels, with all relevant information they have on their fate;

6.
Recognizes, in this regard, the need for the collection, protection and management of credible and reliable data on missing persons according to international and national legal norms and standards, and urges States to cooperate with each other and with other concerned actors working in this area, inter alia, by providing all relevant and appropriate information related to missing persons;


7.
Requests States to pay the utmost attention to cases of children and women reported missing in connection with armed conflicts and to take appropriate measures to search for and identify those children and women;


8.
Invites States that are parties to an armed conflict to cooperate fully with the International Committee of the Red Cross in establishing the fate of missing persons and to adopt a comprehensive approach to this issue, including all practical and coordination mechanisms as may be necessary, based on humanitarian considerations only;


9.
Urges States and encourages intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to take all necessary measures at the national, regional and international levels to address the problem of persons reported missing in connection with armed conflicts and to provide appropriate assistance as requested by the concerned States, and welcomes, in this regard, the establishment and efforts of commissions and working groups on missing persons;


10.
Calls upon States, without prejudice to their efforts to determine the fate of persons missing in connection with armed conflicts, to take appropriate steps with regard to the legal situation of the missing persons and that of their family members, in fields such as social welfare, financial matters, family law and property rights;


11.
Decides to hold a panel discussion on the question of missing persons at its ninth session and to invite experts of the International Committee of the Red Cross, delegates of Governments and non-governmental organizations as well as national human rights institutions and international organizations to participate therein and requests the High Commissioner to prepare a summary of the panel’s deliberations with a view to subsequently charging the Advisory Committee, at the same session, with the preparation of a study on best practices in the matter;


12.
Invites relevant human rights mechanisms and procedures, as appropriate, to address the problem of persons reported missing in connection with armed conflicts in their forthcoming reports to the Council;


13.
Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to the attention of all Governments, the competent United Nations bodies, the specialized agencies, regional intergovernmental organizations and international humanitarian organizations;


14.
Also requests the Secretary-General to submit a comprehensive report on the implementation of the present resolution to the Council before its tenth session;


15.
Decides to consider the question at its tenth session.

41st meeting
28 March 2008
Adopted without a vote. See chapter III.

7/29.  Rights of the child


The Human Rights Council,


Emphasizing that the Convention on the Rights of the Child must constitute the standard in the promotion and protection of the rights of the child, and bearing in mind the importance of the Optional Protocols to the Convention, as well as other human rights instruments,

Reaffirming all previous resolutions on the rights of the child of the Commission on Human Rights and of the General Assembly, the most recent of which are Commission resolution 2005/44 of 18 April 2005 and Assembly resolution 62/141 of 18 December 2007,


Welcoming the reports of the Secretary-General on the status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (A/62/182), on the follow-up to the special session of the General Assembly on children (A/62/259) of 15 August 2007 and on the girl child (A/62/297) of 24 August 2007, as well as the Declaration of the commemorative high-level plenary meeting devoted to the follow‑up to the outcome of the special session on children, held on 11 and 12 December 2007 (General Assembly resolution 62/88),


Welcoming also the report to the General Assembly of the independent expert for the United Nations study on violence against children (A/61/299), his report on the first year of follow-up to the study (A/62/209) and the establishment by the General Assembly of the mandate of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on violence against children, as a high-profile and independent global advocate to promote the prevention and elimination of all forms of violence against children in all regions, in accordance with its resolution 62/141,


Recognizing the contribution of the International Criminal Court in ending impunity for the most serious crimes against children, including genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, calling upon States not to grant amnesties for such crimes and acknowledging the contribution of the international criminal tribunals and special courts in ending impunity for the most serious crimes against children, including genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes,


Welcoming the reports of the Special Representative for children and armed conflict (A/62/228) and the report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (A/HRC/7/8),


Welcoming also the work of the Committee on the Rights of the Child and taking note of the issuance of its general comments Nos. 6 and 7 (2005), Nos. 8 and 9 (2006) and No. 10 (2007),


Profoundly concerned that the situation of children in many parts of the world remains critical and convinced that urgent and effective national and international action is called for,

Mindful that regional instruments should contribute to the strengthening of the norms of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,


Reaffirming the importance of the family as the fundamental group of society and the natural environment for the growth and well-being of all its members, and particularly children, and that as such should be strengthened; that it is entitled to receive comprehensive protection and support; that the primary responsibility for the protection, upbringing and development of children rests with the family; that all institutions of society should respect children’s rights and secure their well-being and render appropriate assistance to parents, families, legal guardians and other caregivers so that children can grow and develop in a safe and stable environment and in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding, bearing in mind that, in different cultural, social and political systems, various forms of family exist,


Underlining the need for mainstreaming a gender perspective and recognizing the child as a rights holder, in all policies and programmes relating to children,


Concerned that, in conflict situations, children continue to be the victims and deliberate targets of attacks or the use of force, including indiscriminate and excessive use of force with consequences, which are often irreversible for their physical and emotional integrity,


Recognizing that environmental damage has potentially negative effects on children and their enjoyment of their life, health and a satisfactory standard of living,

Taking note with appreciation of the attention paid to children in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and in the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance,

I.
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS
OF THE CHILD AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS


1.
Reaffirms that the general principles of, inter alia, the best interests of the child, non‑discrimination, participation and survival and development provide the framework for all actions concerning children, including adolescents;


2.
Acknowledges that the Convention on the Rights of the Child is the most universally ratified human rights treaty, and urges the States that have not yet done so to become parties to the Convention and the Optional Protocols thereto as a matter of priority and, concerned at the great number of reservations to the Convention, urges States parties to withdraw reservations incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention and its Optional Protocols and to consider reviewing regularly other reservations with a view to withdrawing them;


3.
Calls upon States parties to implement the Convention and its Optional Protocols fully and in accordance with the best interests of the child by, inter alia, putting in place effective national legislation, policies and action plans, and to comply in a timely manner with their reporting obligations under the Convention and the Optional Protocols thereto, in accordance with the guidelines elaborated by the Committee, as well as to take into account the recommendations made by the Committee in the implementation of the provisions of the Convention;


4.
Also calls upon States parties to designate, establish or strengthen relevant governmental structures for children, including, where appropriate, ministers in charge of child issues and independent ombudspersons for children, and to ensure adequate and systematic training in the rights of the child for professional groups working with and for children;


5.
Encourages States to strengthen their national statistical capacities, particularly in the area of juvenile justice and on children in detention, and, as far as possible, to use statistics disaggregated by, inter alia, age, sex and other relevant factors that may lead to disparities, and other statistical indicators at the national, subregional, regional and international levels to develop and assess social policies and programmes so that economic and social resources are used efficiently and effectively for the full realization of the rights of the child;

II.  MAINSTREAMING OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD


6.
Affirms its commitment to effectively integrate the rights of the child in its work and that of its mechanisms in a regular, systematic and transparent manner, taking into account specific needs of boys and girls;


7.
Decides to incorporate into its programme of work sufficient time, at a minimum an annual full-day meeting, to discuss different specific themes on the rights of the child, including the identification of challenges in the realization of the rights of the child, as well as measures and best practices that can be adopted by States and other stakeholders, and to assess the effective integration of the rights of the child in its work, beginning in 2009;


8.
Urges all stakeholders to take into full account the rights of the child in the universal periodic review, including in the preparation of information submitted for the review and during its dialogue, outcome and follow-up;


9.
Encourages States to prepare the information described in paragraph 15 (a) of Council resolution 5/1 through broad consultation at the national level with all relevant stakeholders, including non‑governmental organizations active in addressing the rights of the child;


10.
Requests special procedures and other human rights mechanisms of the Council to integrate the rights of the child into the implementation of their mandates and to include in their reports information on and qualitative analysis of child rights;


11.
Encourages all human rights treaty bodies to integrate the rights of the child into their work, in particular, in their concluding observations, general comments and recommendations;

III.
PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD AND
NON‑DISCRIMINATION AGAINST CHILDREN, INCLUDING 
CHILDREN IN DIFFICULT SITUATIONS

Non-discrimination


12.
Calls upon all States to ensure that children are entitled to their civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights without discrimination of any kind;


13.
Notes with concern the large number of children, particularly girls, belonging to national, ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, migrant children, refugee children, internally displaced children and children of indigenous origin among the victims of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, stresses the need to incorporate special measures, in accordance with the principle of the best interests of the child and respect for his or her views, and the child’s gender-specific needs, in education programmes and programmes to combat these practices, and calls upon States to provide special support and ensure equal access to services for those children;

Freedom from violence 


14.
Deeply concerned by the horrific scale and impact of all forms of violence against children, in all regions, in their homes and families, in schools, care and justice systems, workplaces and in communities, and urges States:


(a)
To take effective and appropriate legislative and other measures or, where they exist, strengthen legislation to prohibit and eliminate all forms of violence against children, in all settings;

(b)
To take all appropriate measures to prevent, and to protect children from, torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment and from all forms of violence as a matter of urgency, including physical, mental and sexual violence, child abuse and exploitation, domestic violence and neglect, and abuse by the police, other law enforcement authorities and employees and officials in detention centres or welfare institutions, including orphanages, giving priority to the gender dimension and to address its underlying causes through a systematic and comprehensive approach;

(c)
To take appropriate measures to assert the right of children to respect for their human dignity and physical integrity and to prohibit and eliminate any emotional or physical violence or any other humiliating or degrading treatment;


(d)
To take measures to eliminate the use of corporal punishment in schools and to take urgent measures to protect students from violence of any kind, injury or abuse, including sexual abuse, intimidation or maltreatment in schools, to establish complaint mechanisms that are age‑appropriate and accessible to children and to undertake thorough and prompt investigations of all acts of violence and discrimination;


(e)
To take measures to change attitudes that condone or normalize any form of violence against children, including cruel, inhuman or degrading forms of discipline, harmful traditional practices and all forms of sexual violence;


(f)
To end impunity for perpetrators of crimes against children, and to investigate and prosecute such acts of violence and impose appropriate penalties, recognizing that persons convicted of violent offences against children, including sexual abuse of children, should be able to work with children only after adequate national safeguards have been used to determine that they do not pose a risk of harm to children;


15.
Requests the Secretary-General to take urgent action on General Assembly resolution 62/141 and to appoint, in accordance with Assembly resolution 62/141, at the highest possible level and without delay, a Special Representative on violence against children and to report on progress made to the Council at its eighth session;

Identity, family relations and birth registration


16.
Urges all States parties to intensify their efforts to comply with their obligations under the Convention on the Rights of the Child to preserve the child’s identity, including nationality, name and family relations, as recognized by law, to allow for the registration of the child immediately after birth, irrespective of his/her status, to ensure that registration procedures are simple, expeditious and effective and provided free of charge, and to raise awareness of the importance of birth registration at the national, regional and local levels;


17.
Calls upon States to take necessary measures to prevent and combat illegal adoptions and all adoptions that are not in the best interest of the child, by establishing policy, legislation and effective supervision for the protection of children involved in national and intercountry adoptions, bearing in mind the best interest of the child;


18.
Also calls upon States to address cases of international abduction of children, bearing in mind that the best interest of the child shall be a primary consideration, and encourages States to engage in multilateral and bilateral cooperation to ensure, inter alia, the return of the child to the country where he or she resided immediately before removal or retention and, in this respect, to pay particular attention to cases of international abduction of children by one of their parents or other relatives;


19.
Further calls upon States to guarantee, to the extent consistent with the obligations of each State, the right of a child whose parents reside in different States to maintain, on a regular basis, save in exceptional circumstances, personal relations and direct contact with both parents by providing enforceable means of access and visitation in both States and by respecting the principle that both parents have common responsibilities for the upbringing and development of their children;


20.
Reaffirms the findings of the General Assembly in paragraph 16 of its resolution 62/141 and the importance of promoting appropriate parental care and family preservation where possible, and encourages States to adopt and enforce laws and improve the implementation of policies and programmes to protect children growing up without parents or caregivers; where alternative care is necessary, decision-making should be in the best interests of the child, in full consultation with the child and his/her legal guardians, and in this context, encourages the advancement of the draft United Nations guidelines for the appropriate use and conditions of alternative care for children; further attention should be given to these guidelines by the Council at its eighth session;

Eradication of poverty


21.
Calls upon States and the international community to cooperate, support and participate in the global efforts for poverty eradication at the global, regional and country levels, to intensify efforts so that all development and poverty reduction goals, as set out in the United Nations Millennium Declaration, are realized within their time framework, and reaffirms that investments in children and the realization of their rights contribute to their social and economic development, and are among the most effective ways to eradicate poverty;

Right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health


22.
Calls upon all States:


(a)
To take all necessary measures to ensure the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health and to develop sustainable health systems and social services, to ensure access to such systems and services without discrimination, paying particular attention to adequate food and nutrition to prevent disease and malnutrition, to access to safe drinking water and sanitation, to prenatal and post-natal health care, to the special needs of adolescents, to reproductive and sexual health and to threats from substance abuse and violence;


(b)
To address, as a matter of priority, the vulnerabilities faced by children affected by and living with HIV by providing support and rehabilitation to those children, their families and caregivers, by promoting child-oriented HIV/AIDS policies and programmes, increased protection for children orphaned and affected by HIV, and by involving children, their caregivers and the private sector, to ensure access to affordable and effective prevention, care and treatment, including through correct information, access to voluntary and confidential testing, reproductive health care and education, access to pharmaceutical products and medical technologies, by intensifying efforts to develop new treatments for children and prioritizing prevention of mother-to-child transmission of the virus, and by building, where needed, and supporting social security systems to protect them;

Right to education


23.
Calls upon all States:


(a)
To recognize the right to education on the basis of equal opportunity and non‑discrimination by making primary education available, free and compulsory for all children, by ensuring that all children, particularly girls, children in need of special protection, children with disabilities, indigenous children, children belonging to minorities and children of different ethnic origins, internally displaced and refugee children and children living in conflict-affected areas and countries and children affected and living with HIV/AIDS have access to good quality education, as well as making secondary education generally available and accessible for all, in particular by the progressive introduction of free education, bearing in mind that special measures to ensure equal access, including affirmative action, contribute to achieving equal opportunity and combating exclusion;


(b)
To design and implement programmes to provide social services to and support for pregnant adolescents and adolescent mothers, in particular to enable them to continue and complete their education;


(c)
To ensure that children, from an early age, benefit from education programmes, materials and activities that develop respect for human rights and fully reflect the values of peace, non-violence against oneself and others, tolerance and gender equality;


(d)
To enable children, including adolescents, to exercise their right to express their views freely, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with age and maturity of the child;

The girl child


24.
Calls upon all States to take all necessary measures, including legal reforms where appropriate:


(a)
To ensure the full and equal enjoyment by girls of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, to take effective actions against violations of those rights and freedoms, to end impunity and to base programmes and policies on the rights of the child, taking into account the special situation of girls;


(b)
To eliminate all forms of discrimination and violence against girls, including female infanticide and prenatal sex selection, rape, sexual abuse and harmful traditional or customary practices, including female genital mutilation, son preference, marriages without free and full consent of the intending spouses, early marriages and forced marriages and forced sterilization, including addressing their root causes, by enacting and enforcing legislation and, where appropriate, formulating comprehensive, multidisciplinary and coordinated national plans, programmes or strategies protecting girls;


(c)
To involve girls, including girls with special needs, and their representative organizations, in decision-making processes, as appropriate, and include them as full and active partners in identifying their own needs and in developing, planning, implementing and assessing policies and programmes to meet those needs;

Children with disabilities


25.
Recognizes that children with disabilities should have full enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis with other children, and recalls the obligations to that end undertaken by the States parties to the Convention on the Rights of the Child;


26.
Calls upon all States to:


(a)
Take all necessary measures to ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by children with disabilities, in both the public and private spheres, including by incorporating a child-rights perspective that includes children with

disabilities into policies and programmes for children, taking into account the particular situation of children with disabilities who may be subject to multiple or aggravated forms of discrimination, including girls with disabilities and children with disabilities living in poverty;


(b)
To ensure the dignity of children with disabilities, to promote their self-reliance and to facilitate their full and active participation and inclusion in the community, including by ensuring access to good-quality inclusive education and health, and to enact and enforce legislation protecting children with disabilities against all forms of discrimination, exploitation, violence and abuse;


(c)
To consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol as a matter of priority;

Migrant children


27.
Calls upon all States to ensure, for migrant children, the enjoyment of all human rights and access to health care, social services and education of good quality, and that migrant children, and especially those who are unaccompanied and those who are victims of violence and exploitation, receive special protection and assistance, in accordance with their obligations, as reflected in articles 9 and 10 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child;

Children working and/or living on the street


28.
Calls upon all States to prevent violations of the rights of children working and/or living on the street, including discrimination, arbitrary detention and extrajudicial, arbitrary and summary execution, torture, all kinds of violence and exploitation, and to bring the perpetrators to justice, to adopt and implement policies for the protection, social and psychosocial rehabilitation and reintegration of these children, and to adopt economic, social and educational strategies to address the problems of children working and/or living on the street;

Refugee and internally displaced children


29.
Calls upon all States to protect refugee, asylum‑seeking and internally displaced children, in particular those who are unaccompanied, who are particularly exposed to risks in connection with armed conflict and post-conflict situations, such as recruitment, sexual violence and exploitation, to pay particular attention to programmes for voluntary repatriation and, wherever possible, local integration and resettlement, to give priority to family tracing and reunification and, where appropriate, to cooperate with international humanitarian and refugee organizations;

Children alleged to have or recognized as having infringed penal law


30.
Calls upon all States, in particular those States in which the death penalty has not been abolished:


(a)
To abolish by law, as soon as possible, the death penalty and life imprisonment without possibility of release for those under the age of 18 years at the time of the commission of the offence;


(b)
To comply with their obligations as assumed under relevant provisions of international human rights instruments, including the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;


(c)
To keep in mind the safeguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty and the guarantees set out in resolutions 1984/50 of 25 May 1984 and 1989/64 of 24 May 1989 adopted by the Economic and Social Council;


31.
Also calls upon all States to give greater consideration to restorative justice practices, including mediation, as an alternative to sentencing, or as part of the sentencing process with regard to offenders under the age of 18;


32.
Further calls upon all States to protect children deprived of their liberty from torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and to ensure that, if they are arrested, detained or imprisoned, children are provided with adequate legal assistance and that they shall have the right to maintain contact with their family through correspondence and visits, save in exceptional circumstances, and that no child in detention is sentenced or subject to forced labour or corporal punishment, or deprived of access to and provision of health-care services, hygiene and environmental sanitation, education, basic instruction and vocational training;

Children of persons alleged to have or recognized as having infringed penal law


33.
Calls upon all States to give attention to the impact of parental detention and imprisonment on children and, in particular:


(a)
To give priority to non-custodial measures, when sentencing or deciding on pretrial measures for a child’s sole or primary carer, subject to the need to protect the public and the child, and bearing in mind the gravity of the offence;


(b)
To identify and promote good practices in relation to the needs and physical, emotional, social and psychological development of babies and children affected by parental detention and imprisonment;

Child labour


34.
Calls upon all States to translate into concrete action their commitment to the progressive and effective elimination of child labour that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child’s education or to be harmful to the child’s health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development, to eliminate immediately the worst forms of child labour, to promote education as a key strategy in this regard, including the creation of vocational training and apprenticeship programmes and the integration of working children into the formal education system, and to examine and devise economic policies, where necessary, in cooperation with the international community, that address factors contributing to these forms of child labour;

35.
Urges all States that have not yet signed and ratified or acceded to the Convention concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employment, 1973 (No. 138) and the Convention concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour, 1999 (No. 182) of the International Labour Organization to consider doing so;

IV.
PREVENTION AND ERADICATION OF THE SALE OF CHILDREN, 
CHILD PROSTITUTION AND CHILD PORNOGRAPHY


36.
Calls upon all States:


(a)
To take all necessary measures to eliminate, criminalize and penalize effectively all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse of children, including within the family or for commercial purposes, child pornography and child prostitution, child trafficking, child sex tourism, the sale of children and their organs, and the use of the Internet for these purposes, and to take effective measures against the criminalization of children who are victims of exploitation;


(b)
To take effective measures to ensure prosecution of offenders, including through international assistance in connection with investigations or criminal or extradition proceedings;


(c)
To increase cooperation at all levels to prevent and dismantle networks trafficking in children;


(d)
To consider signing and ratifying or acceding to the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime;


(e)
To address effectively the needs of victims of trafficking, of sale of children, of child prostitution and child pornography, including their safety and protection, physical and psychological recovery and full reintegration into their family and society and bearing in mind the best interest of the child;


(f)
To combat the existence of a market that encourages such criminal practices against children and factors leading to these practices, including through the adoption and effective application of preventive and enforcement measures targeting customers or individuals who sexually exploit or sexually abuse children, as well as ensuring public awareness of the problem;


(g)
To take the necessary measures to eliminate the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography by adopting a holistic approach and addressing all contributing factors;


37.
Welcomes the comprehensive guidelines and recommendations contained in the report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography to the Council in 2008 (A/HRC/7/8) for the establishment and management of rehabilitation and assistance programmes for children who are victims of sexual commercial exploitation and trafficking and strongly encourages States to take them into account in order to provide the child victims with assistance, protection and a successful rehabilitation in their families and society, taking into consideration the importance of separate programmes that attend to their special needs;
V.  PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AFFECTED BY ARMED CONFLICT


38.
Strongly condemns any recruitment and use of children in armed conflicts contrary to international law, and urges all parties to armed conflict to end such practice, and all other violations and abuses committed against children, including killing or maiming, rape or other sexual violence, abduction, denial of humanitarian access, attacks against schools and hospitals and the forced displacement of children and their families;


39.
Reaffirms the essential role of the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and the Human Rights Council for the promotion and protection of the rights and welfare of children, including children affected by armed conflict, and takes note of Security Council resolutions on children and armed conflict, in particular resolution 1612 (2005) of 26 July 2005, and of the undertaking by the Council to give special attention to the protection, welfare and rights of children in armed conflict when taking action aimed at maintaining peace and security, including provisions for the protection of children in the mandates of peacekeeping operations, as well as the inclusion of child protection advisers in those operations;


40.
Notes with appreciation the steps taken regarding Security Council resolution 1612 (2005) of 26 July 2005 and the efforts of the Secretary-General to implement the monitoring and reporting mechanism, including in collecting and providing timely, objective, accurate and reliable information on children and armed conflict in accordance with that resolution, with the participation of and in cooperation with national Governments and relevant United Nations and civil society actors, including at the country level, as well as the work carried out by United Nations child protection advisers in peacekeeping operations;


41.
Takes note of the updating of the Cape Town Principles on child soldiers that led to the Paris Principles and Guidelines on Children Associated with Armed Forces or Armed Groups, encourages Member States to consider using the Guidelines to inform their work in protecting children from the effects of armed conflicts, and requests the relevant entities of the United Nations system, within their mandates, and invites civil society, to assist Member States in this field;


42.
Takes note of part two of the report of the Special Representative of the Secretary‑General for Children and Armed Conflict (A/62/228), on the strategic review of the 1996 study by Graça Machel entitled “Impact of armed conflict on children”, and of the significant developments and achievements in the protection of children in armed conflict at the national and international levels, and calls upon Member States and observers, and invites relevant entities of the United Nations system as well as civil society, as appropriate, to study carefully its recommendations, recognizing the need for discussion on the issues raised therein, and stresses the need for the views of Member States to be fully taken into account in this regard;


43.
Recalls, in accordance with international humanitarian law, that indiscriminate attacks against civilians, including children, are prohibited, and that they shall not be the object of attack, including by the way of reprisals or excessive use of force, condemns these practices and demands that all parties immediately put an end to them;


44.
Calls upon all States to pay special attention to the protection, welfare and rights of girls affected by armed conflict;


45.
Calls upon States:


(a)
When ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, to raise the minimum age for voluntary recruitment of persons into their national armed forces from that set out in article 38, paragraph 3, of the Convention, bearing in mind that under the Convention persons under 18 years of age are entitled to special protection, and to adopt safeguards to ensure that such recruitment is not forced or coerced;


(b)
To take effective measures to prevent the recruitment and use of children by armed groups, as distinct from the armed forces of a State, including the adoption of legal measures necessary to prohibit and criminalize such practice, and the adoption of measures to prevent re‑recruitment, in particular education;


(c)
To take all feasible measures, in particular educational measures, to ensure the demobilization and effective disarmament of children used in armed conflicts and to implement effective measures for their rehabilitation, physical and psychological recovery and reintegration into society, taking into account the rights and the specific needs of the girl child;


(d)
To take effective preventive measures against sexual exploitation and abuse by their military and civilian peacekeepers and hold them to account;


46.
Calls upon:


(a)
All States and other parties to armed conflict to respect fully international humanitarian law and, in this regard, calls upon States parties to respect fully the provisions of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and the Additional Protocols thereto of 8 June 1977;


(b)
Armed groups that are distinct from the armed forces of a State not, under any circumstances, to recruit or use in hostilities persons under the age of 18 years;


(c)
All States and relevant United Nations bodies and agencies and regional organizations to integrate the rights of the child into all activities in conflict and post-conflict situations, to ensure adequate child protection training of their staff and personnel, including through the drafting and dissemination of codes of conduct addressing the issue of sexual exploitation and abuse of children, to ensure that States take effective preventive measures against sexual exploitation and abuse by their military and civilian peacekeepers and hold them to account, and to facilitate the participation of children in the development of strategies in this regard, making sure that there are opportunities for children’s voices to be heard and given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child;


(d)
All States and relevant United Nations bodies to continue to support national and international mine action efforts, including through financial contributions, assistance to victims and social and economic reintegration, mine awareness programmes, mine clearance and child‑centred rehabilitation;
VI.  FOLLOW-UP


47.
Decides:


(a)
To request the Secretary-General to ensure the provision of appropriate staff and facilities from the United Nations regular budget for the effective and expeditious performance of the functions of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, special rapporteurs and special representatives of the United Nations system in the implementation of their mandates and, where appropriate, to invite States to continue to make voluntary contributions;


(b)
To request the Secretary-General to submit to the Council at its tenth session a report on the rights of the child, with information on the status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child;


(c)
To request the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography to submit a report to the Council according to its programme of work;


(d)
To remain seized of the issue and to continue the consideration of the rights of the child in accordance with its programme of work and to consider an omnibus resolution on the rights of the child every four years, and to focus on a theme of the rights of the child on an annual basis in the intervening period.
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Adopted without a vote. See chapter III.

7/30.  Human rights in the occupied Syrian Golan


The Human Rights Council,

Deeply concerned at the suffering of Syrian citizens in the occupied Syrian Golan due to the systematic and continued violation of their fundamental and human rights by Israel since the Israeli military occupation of 1967,


Recalling Security Council resolution 497 (1981) of 17 December 1981,


Recalling also all relevant General Assembly resolutions, the most recent being resolution 62/110 of 17 December 2007, in which the Assembly declared that Israel had failed so far to comply with Security Council resolution 497 (1981) and demanded that Israel withdraw from all the occupied Syrian Golan,


Reaffirming once more the illegality of the decision by Israel of 14 December 1981 to impose its laws, jurisdiction and administration on the occupied Syrian Golan, which has resulted in the effective annexation of that territory,

Reaffirming the principle of the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of international law,


Taking note with deep concern of the report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories (A/62/360) of 24 September 2007, in which the Committee referred to the grave deterioration in the human rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and the occupied Syrian Golan and, in this connection, deploring the Israeli settlement in the occupied Arab territories and expressing regret at the constant refusal of Israel to cooperate with and to receive the Special Committee,


Guided by the relevant provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, international law and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and reaffirming the applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, and the relevant provisions of the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907 to the occupied Syrian Golan,


Reaffirming the importance of the peace process which started in Madrid on the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967 and 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973 and the principle of land for peace, and expressing its concern at the halting of the peace process in the Middle East and its hope that peace talks will be resumed on the basis of the full implementation of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) for the establishment of a just and comprehensive peace in the region,


Reaffirming also the previous relevant resolutions of the Commission on Human Rights and the Human Rights Council, in particular resolution 2/3 of 27 November 2006,


1.
Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to comply with the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, the Security Council and the Human Rights Council, particularly Security Council resolution 497 (1981), in which the Council decided, inter alia, that the decision of Israel to impose its laws, jurisdiction and administration on the occupied Syrian Golan is null and void and without international legal effect, and demanded that Israel should rescind forthwith its decision;


2.
Also calls upon Israel to desist from changing the physical character, demographic composition, institutional structure and legal status of the occupied Syrian Golan, and emphasizes that the displaced persons of the population of the occupied Syrian Golan must be allowed to return to their homes and to recover their property;


3.
Further calls upon Israel to desist from imposing Israeli citizenship and Israeli identity cards on the Syrian citizens in the occupied Syrian Golan and to desist from its repressive measures against them, and from all other practices that obstruct the enjoyment of their fundamental rights and their civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, some of which are mentioned in the report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories;

4.
Calls upon Israel to allow the Syrian population of the occupied Syrian Golan to visit their families and relatives in the Syrian motherland through the Quneitra checkpoint and under the supervision of the International Committee of the Red Cross, and to rescind its decision to prohibit these visits, as it is in flagrant violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;


5.
Also calls upon Israel to release immediately the Syrian detainees in Israeli prisons, some of whom have been detained for over 22 years and calls on Israel to treat them in conformity with international humanitarian law;


6.
Further calls upon Israel, in this connection, Israel to allow delegates of the International Committee of the Red Cross to visit Syrian prisoners of conscience and detainees in Israeli prisons accompanied by specialized physicians in order to assess the state of their physical and mental health and to protect their lives;


7.
Determines that all legislative and administrative measures and actions taken or to be taken by Israel, the occupying Power, that purport to alter the character and legal status of the occupied Syrian Golan are null and void, constitute a flagrant violation of international law and of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War and have no legal effect;


8.
Again calls upon States members of the United Nations not to recognize any of the above-mentioned legislative or administrative measures;


9.
Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to the attention of all Governments, the competent United Nations organs, specialized agencies, international and regional intergovernmental organizations and international humanitarian organizations, to disseminate it as widely as possible and to report on the matter to the Council at its tenth session;


10.
Decides to continue the consideration of human rights violations in the occupied Syrian Golan at its tenth session.
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Adopted by a recorded vote of 32 to 1, with 14 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Zambia;

Against:
Canada;

Abstaining:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cameroon, France, Germany, Guatemala, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

See chapter VII.

7/31.  Situation of human rights in Myanmar


The Human Rights Council,

Guided by the principles and objectives of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenants on Human Rights, and recalling General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006 and Commission on Human Rights resolution 2005/10 of 14 April 2005, Council resolutions S-5/1 of 2 October 2007 and 6/33 of 14 December 2007,


Acknowledging the announcement of the Government of Myanmar that it would hold a national referendum and elections, while emphasizing that those processes must be made fully transparent, inclusive, free and fair,


Emphasizing its support for the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Myanmar, while recalling his concern that his most recent visit had not achieved any immediate tangible outcome, including on the need for international monitoring of the announced constitutional referendum in May 2008,


Deeply concerned at the continuing deterioration of the living conditions and the increase in poverty affecting a significant part of the population throughout the country, with serious consequences for the enjoyment of their economic, social and cultural rights,


Expressing its deep concern at the situation of human rights in Myanmar, including the violent repression of the peaceful demonstrations of September 2007, and the failure of the Government of Myanmar to investigate and bring to justice the perpetrators of these violations, as well as at the continuing high number of political prisoners, including those detained in the wake of those demonstrations and the extension of the house arrest of the General Secretary of the National League for Democracy, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi,


1.
Strongly deplores the ongoing systematic violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms of the people of Myanmar;


2.
Strongly urges the Government of Myanmar to receive, as soon as possible, at his convenience, a follow-up mission by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, as requested by the Council in its resolution 6/33, to cooperate fully with him and to follow up and implement the recommendations contained in the report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar (A/HRC/6/14);


3.
Strongly calls upon the Myanmar authorities:


(a)
To make the constitutional process, including the referendum, fully inclusive, participatory and transparent in order to ensure that the process is broadly representative of the views of all people of Myanmar and meets all international norms;

(b)
To engage urgently in a reinvigorated national dialogue with all parties with a view to achieving genuine national reconciliation, democratization and the establishment of the rule of law;


(c)
To ensure to its people basic freedoms and to desist from further denial of basic freedoms, such as the freedom of expression, assembly and religion or belief;


(d)
To cooperate fully with humanitarian organizations, including by ensuring full, safe and unhindered access of humanitarian assistance to all persons in need throughout the country;


(e)
To take urgent measures to put an end to violations of human rights and humanitarian law, including forced displacement and arbitrary detention, and to release all political prisoners immediately, without condition;


4.
Invites the Special Rapporteur to continue to discharge his mandate in a coordinated manner with the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Myanmar;


5.
Requests the Special Rapporteur to report on the implementation of Council resolutions S-5/1 and 6/33 to the Council at its next session;


6.
Requests the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide the Special Rapporteur with adequate support, including expert human resources, to facilitate the fulfilment of the mandate entrusted to him by the present resolution;


7.
Decides to remain seized of this matter.
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7/32.
Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in Myanmar

The Human Rights Council,


Guided by the principles and objectives of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights and other human rights instruments,


Reaffirming that all Member States have an obligation to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms as stated in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights and other applicable human rights instruments,

Reaffirming also Commission on Human Rights resolution 1992/58 of 3 March 1992 and all subsequent resolutions adopted by the General Assembly, the Commission and the Council on the situation of human rights in Myanmar,


Recalling General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,

Recalling also Council resolutions 5/1 entitled “Institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council” and 5/2 entitled “Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate‑holders of the Human Rights Council”, of 18 June 2007, and stressing that the mandate‑holder shall discharge his/her duties in accordance with these resolutions and the annexes thereto,


Bearing in mind the report submitted by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar (A/HRC/6/14), expressing serious concern about ongoing human rights violations and urging the implementation of the recommendations contained therein,


Having reviewed the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar,


1.
Decides to extend for one year the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, in accordance with Commission on Human Rights resolutions 1992/58 and 2005/10 of 14 April 2005;


2.
Urges the Government of Myanmar to cooperate fully with the Special Rapporteur and to respond favourably to his requests to visit the country and to provide him with all information and access to relevant bodies and institutions necessary to enable him to fulfil his mandate effectively;


3.
Requests the Special Rapporteur to submit a progress report to the General Assembly at its sixty-third session and to the Council in accordance with its annual programme of work;


4.
Calls upon the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner of Human Rights to provide the Special Rapporteur with all necessary assistance and resources to enable him to discharge his mandate fully;


5.
Decides to continue its consideration of this question in accordance with its annual programme of work.
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Adopted without a vote. See chapter IV.
7/33.
From rhetoric to reality:  a global call for concrete action
against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and
related intolerance


The Human Rights Council,


Reaffirming all the previous resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly, the Commission on Human Rights and the Council on the elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance,


1.
Salutes all positive developments in the fight against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance;


2.
Welcomes the landmark and historic formal apology by the Government of Australia for the past laws and policies that inflicted profound grief, suffering and loss on its indigenous peoples; 


3.
Urges Governments that have not done so to issue formal apologies to the victims of past and historic injustices and to take all necessary measures to achieve the healing and reconciliation of and the restoration of dignity to those victims, as outlined in paragraph 101 of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action;


4.
Urges all Governments to summon the necessary political will to take decisive steps to combat racism in all its forms and manifestations;


5.
Acknowledges the report of the Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent on its eighth session (A/HRC/7/36);


6.
Welcomes the convening of the first part of the sixth session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action in January 2008, during which the Working Group made an initial contribution to the preparatory process of the Durban Review Conference, and looks forward to the convening of the second part of the sixth session, during which the Working Group should continue its follow‑up to the implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, including the relevant paragraphs of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, which are yet to receive the necessary attention, in accordance with the Working Group’s programme of work;


7.
Also welcomes the convening of the first part of the first session of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of Complementary Standards in February 2008, and 
requests the Ad Hoc Committee, at the second part of its first session, to fulfil, as a matter of priority, the objective outlined in paragraph 199 of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action;

8.
Acknowledges the report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance to the Council at its seventh session (A/HRC/7/19);

9.
Decides to invite the Group of Five Independent Eminent Experts to address the Council at its tenth session.
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Adopted by a recorded vote of 34 votes to none, with 13 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Zambia;

Abstaining:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, France, Germany, Japan, Italy, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

See chapter IX.

7/34.
Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary
forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia
and related intolerance


The Human Rights Council,

Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,


Reaffirming the relevant international human rights instruments, in particular the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, proclaimed by the General Assembly in its resolution 2106 (XX) of 20 December 1965,


Underlining the importance of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action adopted by the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, held in Durban, South Africa, in 2001, and emphasizing that this outcome constitutes a solid foundation for the elimination of all scourges and manifestations of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance,


Reaffirming all the previous resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly, the Commission on Human Rights and the Council on the elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance,

Expressing concern at the increase in racist violence and xenophobic ideas in many parts of the world, in political circles, in the sphere of public opinion and in society at large, as a result, inter alia, of resurgent activities of associations established on the basis of racist and xenophobic platforms and charters, and the persistent use of those platforms and charters to promote or incite racist ideologies,


Stressing the need for maintaining continued political will and momentum at the national, regional and international levels, in order to combat racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, taking into account the commitments enshrined in the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, and recalling the importance of enhancing national action and international cooperation to this end,


Emphasizing the urgency, more than ever, to combat and end impunity for acts of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, and to enable all relevant human rights mechanisms to pay attention to this issue so as to prevent the recurrence of such acts,


Recalling Council resolutions 5/1 on institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council and 5/2 on the Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate-holders of the Human Rights Council, of 18 June 2007, and stressing that the mandate-holder shall discharge his/her duties in accordance with these resolutions and the annexes thereto,


1.
Welcomes the work and contribution of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, including activities undertaken to date in raising awareness and highlighting the plight of the victims of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and its contemporary manifestations;


2.
Decides to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance for a period of three years, to gather, request, receive and exchange information and communications with all relevant sources, on all issues and alleged violations falling within the purview of his/her mandate, and to investigate and make concrete recommendations, to be implemented at the national, regional and international levels, with a view to preventing and eliminating all forms and manifestations of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, focusing, inter alia, on the following issues:


(a)
Incidents of contemporary forms of racism and racial discrimination against Africans and people of African descent, Arabs, Asians and people of Asian descent, migrants, refugees, asylum-seekers, persons belonging to minorities and indigenous peoples, as well as other victims included in the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action;


(b)
Situations where the persistent denial of individuals belonging to different racial and ethnic groups of their recognized human rights, as a result of racial discrimination, constitutes gross and systematic violations of human rights;


(c)
The scourges of anti-Semitism, Christianophobia, Islamophobia in various parts of the world, and racist and violent movements based on racism and discriminatory ideas directed at Arab, African, Christian, Jewish, Muslim and other communities;


(d)
Laws and policies glorifying all historic injustices and fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and underpinning the persistent and chronic inequalities faced by racial groups in various societies;


(e)
The phenomenon of xenophobia;


(f)
Best practices in the elimination of all forms and manifestations of racism, racial dissemination, xenophobia and related intolerance;


(g)
Follow-up to the implementation of all relevant paragraphs of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action and the promotion of the establishment of national, regional and international mechanisms to combat racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance;


(h)
The role of human rights education in promoting tolerance and the elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance;


(i)
Respect for cultural diversity as a means to prevent racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance;


(j)
Incitement to all forms of hatred, taking into account article 20, paragraph 2, of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and instances of racially motivated hate speech, including the dissemination of ideas of racial superiority or that incite racial hatred, taking into account article 4 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and general comment No. 15 of the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, which states that the prohibition of the dissemination of all ideas based upon racial superiority or hatred is compatible with the freedom of opinion and expression;


(k)
The sharp increase in the number of political parties and movements, organizations and groups which adopt xenophobic platforms and incite hatred, taking into account the incompatibility of democracy with racism;


(l)
The impact of some counter-terrorism measures on the rise of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, including the practice of racial profiling and profiling on the basis of any grounds of discrimination prohibited by international human rights law;


(m)
Institutional racism and racial discrimination;


(n)
The efficiency of the measures taken by Governments to remedy the situation of victims of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance;


(o)
Impunity for acts of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, and maximizing remedies for the victims of these violations;

3.
Requests the Special Rapporteur, in the discharge of his/her mandate:


(a)
To develop a regular dialogue and discuss areas of possible cooperation with Governments and all relevant actors concerning issues pertaining to his/her mandate, and to provide technical assistance or advisory services at the request of the concerned States;


(b)
To play a role of advocacy and to engage in the mobilization of political will with all relevant actors in States for the elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance;


(c)
To coordinate, as appropriate, with other relevant bodies and mechanisms of the United Nations;


(d)
To integrate a gender perspective throughout the work of his/her mandate, highlighting women’s rights and reporting on women and racism;


(e)
To report regularly to the Council and the General Assembly;


4.
Requests also the Special Rapporteur to continue his/her exchange of views and consultation, while avoiding unnecessary duplication, with the relevant mechanisms and treaty bodies within the United Nations system, in particular on the issues referred to in subparagraphs (c), (g) and (j) of paragraph 2 above, in order to further enhance their effectiveness and mutual cooperation;

5.
Requests all Governments to cooperate fully with the Special Rapporteur in the discharge of his/her mandate, including by responding promptly to the Special Rapporteur’s communications, including urgent appeals, and by providing the information requested;


6.
Urges all Governments to seriously consider responding promptly and favourably to the requests of the Special Rapporteur to visit their countries, including follow-up visits;


7.
Requests the Secretary-General and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide all the necessary human, technical and financial assistance to the Special Rapporteur for the effective fulfilment of his/her mandate.
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7/35.  Assistance to Somalia in the field of human rights


The Human Rights Council,

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights and the relevant human rights instruments,

Recalling all the previous resolutions of the Commission on Human Rights, the last of which was resolution 2005/83 of 21 April 2005,


Welcoming the commitment and efforts undertaken by the African Union to support Somali-led efforts towards reconciliation and stability and the efforts made by international and regional stakeholders to help Somalia re-establish stability, peace and security in its national territory,


Welcoming also the Declaration on the situation in Somalia, adopted by the Heads of State and Government of the African Union during the tenth ordinary session of the Assembly of the African Union, held in Addis Ababa from 31 January to 2 February 2008,


Emphasizing that the above-mentioned declaration, adopted by the Assembly of the African Union, stressed the need for the deployment of a United Nations peacekeeping operation in Somalia that would take over from the African Union Mission to Somalia and support the long-term stabilization and post-conflict reconstruction of the country,


Reiterating that humanitarian, human rights and development assistance is of paramount importance to alleviate poverty and to promote a more peaceful, equitable and democratic society in Somalia,


Welcoming the steps taken within Somalia, including the convening of the National Reconciliation Congress, in July and August 2007, the recent appointment of a new Prime Minister, Nur Hassan Hussein, and the subsequent formation of a new Government, as well as the efforts made by the African Union, notably through the deployment of the African Union Mission in Somalia,


Reiterating that, despite the daunting challenges confronting the peace and reconciliation process, the opportunity that arose in December 2006, when the Transitional Federal Government regained control of Mogadishu and other parts of the country in order to find a lasting solution to the crisis in Somalia, still exists,

Stressing the need for both the Somali stakeholders and the international community as a whole to seize this opportunity to address decisively the conflict in Somalia and to take all steps required to this end,


Seriously concerned about the human rights and humanitarian situation in Somalia,


Noting with concern that the security situation remains fragile throughout the country,


Emphasizing that efforts to combat terrorism in Somalia must respect international law, including human rights and fundamental freedoms, which are inseparable from the establishment of peace in Somalia,


Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,

Recalling Council resolutions 5/1 on institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council and 5/2 on the Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate-holders of the Human Rights Council, of 18 June 2007, and stressing that the mandate-holder shall discharge his/her duties in accordance with those resolutions and the annexes thereto,


1.
Expresses its serious concern at the human rights and humanitarian situation in Somalia, and calls for an immediate end to all ongoing violations;


2.
Demands that all parties in Somalia reject and stop all acts of violence, abstain from engaging in hostilities, prevent any act likely to increase tension and security and fully respect their obligations under international human rights law and international humanitarian law;

3.
Urges all parties in Somalia to uphold the principles and spirit enshrined in the Transitional Federal Charter and to work towards genuine national reconciliation within that framework, including by holding fair, national multiparty elections in 2009, as envisaged by the Charter;


4.
Calls upon the international community to stand by the legitimate Somali institutions and to provide adequate and concrete support in order to enhance their capacity, including that of the Transitional Federal Government, as part of an integrated approach that encompasses political, security and programmatic dimensions;


5.
Appeals to the partners of the African Union to provide increased logistical and financial support for the African Union Mission in Somalia, especially in view of the fact that the African Union, in deploying an operation in Somalia, is also acting on behalf of the international community at large;


6.
Urges the international community to provide, as a matter of urgency, development assistance to Somalia, so as to effectively contribute to the reconstruction of Somalia, the rebuilding of its institutions and technical assistance in the field of human rights;


7.
Also urges the international community to provide humanitarian assistance to the needy population and to ensure that all necessary steps are taken to create conditions conducive to the provision of humanitarian assistance, including unhindered access to the needy population and security for humanitarian workers and organizations;


8.
Acknowledges the work undertaken by the independent expert on the situation of human rights in Somalia, including his report to the current session (A/HRC/7/26);


9.
Decides to renew the mandate of the independent expert for a period of one year, with a view to maximizing the provision and the flow of technical assistance to Somalia in the field of human rights, and requests him/her to submit a report to the Council at its sessions in September 2008 and March 2009;


10.
Requests the Secretary-General to provide the independent expert with all necessary human, technical and financial assistance in carrying out his/her mandate;


11.
Requests the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to strengthen its presence in Somalia with a view to providing technical assistance and advisory services to the relevant Somali institutions;


12.
Invites relevant United Nations bodies and agencies to provide support and technical assistance to Somalia in the field of human rights.
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7/36.
Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection
of the right to freedom of opinion and expression


The Human Rights Council,

Guided by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which affirms the right to freedom of opinion and expression,

Mindful of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which reaffirms, in article 19, the right of everyone to hold opinions without interference, as well as the right to freedom of expression, including the freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art or through any other media of their choice and noting that these rights and freedoms are among those which give meaning to the right to participate effectively in a free society,

Mindful also that article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights provides that the exercise of the right to freedom of expression carries with it special duties and responsibilities and may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but that these shall be only such as are provided by law and are necessary for respect of the rights or reputations of others, or for the protection of national security or of public order (ordre public), or of public health and morals, and that article 20 provides that any propaganda for war or advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law,

Reaffirming resolution 2005/38 on freedom of opinion and expression adopted by the Commission on Human Rights on 19 April 2005, and recalling all its previous resolutions on this issue,

Recognizing that the exercise of the right to freedom of opinion and expression is one of the essential foundations of a democratic society; is enabled by a democratic environment which, inter alia, offers guarantees for its protection; is essential to full and effective participation in a free and democratic society; and is instrumental to the development and strengthening of effective democratic systems,

Recognizing also that the effective exercise of the right to freedom of opinion and expression is an important indicator of the level of protection of other human rights and freedoms, bearing in mind that all human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated,


Deeply concerned that violations of the right to freedom of opinion and expression continue to occur,


Stressing the need to ensure that invocation of national security, including counter‑terrorism, is not used unjustifiably or arbitrarily to restrict the right to freedom of opinion and expression,


Stressing also the importance of full respect for the freedom to seek, receive and impart information, including the fundamental importance of access to information, to democratic participation, to accountability and to combating corruption,


Recognizing the importance of all forms of media, including the print media, radio, television and the Internet, in the exercise, promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, and also the importance for all forms of media to report and to deliver information in a fair and impartial manner,

Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006,


Recalling Council resolutions 5/1 entitled “Institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council” and 5/2 entitled “Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate‑holders of the Human Rights Council” and stressing that the mandate-holder shall discharge his/her duties in accordance with these resolutions and the annexes thereto,


1.
Reaffirms the right of everyone to hold opinions without interference, as well as the right to freedom of expression, and the intrinsically linked rights to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, peaceful assembly and association and the right to take part in the conduct of public affairs;


2.
Takes note with appreciation of the reports of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression (E/CN.4/2006/55, A/HRC/4/27 and A/HRC/7/14), invites all relevant actors to consider the recommendations contained therein, and welcomes his important contribution to the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, in particular his ongoing and increasing cooperation with other mechanisms and organizations;


3.
Decides to extend for a further three years the mandate of the Special Rapporteur whose tasks will be:

(a)
To gather all relevant information, wherever it may occur, relating to violations of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, discrimination against, threats or use of violence, harassment, persecution or intimidation directed at persons seeking to exercise or to promote the exercise of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, including, as a matter of high priority, against journalists or other professionals in the field of information;


(b)
To seek, receive and respond to credible and reliable information from Governments, non-governmental organizations and any other parties who have knowledge of these cases;


(c)
To make recommendations and provide suggestions on ways and means to better promote and protect the right to freedom of opinion and expression in all its manifestations;


(d)
To contribute to the provision of technical assistance or advisory services by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to better promote and protect the right to freedom of opinion and expression;

4.
Requests the Special Rapporteur, within the framework of his/her mandate:


(a)
To draw the attention of the Council and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to those situations and cases regarding the right to freedom of opinion and expression which are of particularly serious concern;


(b)
To integrate the human rights of women and a gender perspective throughout the work of his/her mandate;


(c)
With a view to greater efficiency and effectiveness in promoting and protecting the right to freedom of opinion and expression, to continue his/her efforts to cooperate with other relevant United Nations bodies, including the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the human rights treaty bodies, special procedures and mechanisms, specialized agencies,
funds and programmes, regional intergovernmental organizations and their mechanisms, and national human rights institutions, and to develop and extend his/her network of relevant non‑governmental organizations, particularly at the local level;

(d)
To report on instances in which the abuse of the right of freedom of expression constitutes an act of racial or religious discrimination, taking into account articles 19 (3) and 20 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and general comment No. 15 of the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, which stipulates that the prohibition of the dissemination of all ideas based upon racial superiority or hatred is compatible with the freedom of opinion and expression;


(e)
To consider approaches taken to access to information with a view to sharing best practices;


(f)
To continue to provide his/her views, when appropriate, on the advantages and challenges of new information and communication technologies, including the Internet and mobile technologies, for the exercise of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, including the right to seek, receive and impart information and the relevance of a wide diversity of sources, as well as access to the information society for all;


5.
Calls upon all States to cooperate fully with and assist the Special Rapporteur in the performance of his/her tasks, to provide all necessary information requested by him/her, to react promptly to his/her urgent appeals and other communications and to consider favourably his/her requests for visits and for implementing his/her recommendations so that he/she may carry out his/her mandate more effectively;


6.
Invites the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, relevant special procedures of the Council and the human rights treaty bodies to pay attention, within the framework of their mandates, to the situation of persons whose right to freedom of opinion and expression has been violated with a view to avoiding unnecessary duplication;


7.
Requests the Secretary-General to provide the assistance necessary to the Special Rapporteur to fulfil his/her mandate effectively, in particular by placing adequate human and material resources at his/her disposal;


8.
Requests the Special Rapporteur to submit each year to the Council a report covering activities relating to his/her mandate;


9.
Decides to continue its consideration of the issue of the right to freedom of opinion and expression in accordance with its programme of work.

42nd meeting
28 March 2008

Adopted by a recorded vote of 32 to none, with 15 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Zambia;

Abstaining:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, France, Germany, Guatemala, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

See chapter III.

Part Two:  Summary of proceedings
I.  Organizational and procedural matters

A.  Opening and duration of the session

1.
The Human Rights Council held its seventh session at the United Nations Office at Geneva from 3 March to 1 April 2008. The President of the Human Rights Council opened the session.

2.
At the opening, the Secretary-General, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and Ms. Micheline Calmy-Rey, the Head of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland, the host country, addressed the plenary.
3.
In accordance with rule 8 (b) of the rules of procedure of the Council, as contained in part VII of the annex to Council resolution 5/1 of 18 June 2007, the organizational meetings of the seventh session were held on 18 February and 28 February 2008.
4.
The seventh session consisted of 43 meetings over 19 days (see paragraph 28 below).

B.  Attendance

5.
The session was attended by representatives of States members of the Council, observer States of the Council, observers for non-member States of the United Nations and other observers, as well as observers for United Nations entities, specialized agencies and related organizations, intergovernmental organizations and other entities, national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations (see annex III).
C.  High-level segment

6.
At the 1st to the 6th meetings of the seventh session, held from 3 to 5 March 2008, the Council held a high-level segment, at which 67 dignitaries addressed the plenary, including: 1 vice-president, 3 vice-prime ministers, 40 ministers, 20 vice-ministers, 2 secretaries‑general and the High Representative of the Alliance of Civilizations.

7.
The following is a list of the dignitaries who addressed the Council during the high‑level segment, in the order that they spoke:


(a)
At the 1st meeting, on 3 March 2008: Mr. Francisco Santos Calderón, Vice‑President of Colombia; Mr. Dimitrij Rupel, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Slovenia; Mr. Felipe Pérez Roque, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Cuba; Mr. Mofid Shehab, Minister for Legal Affairs and Parliamentary Councils of Egypt; Mr. Jean Asselborn, Vice-Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Immigration of Luxembourg; Mr. Alberto G. Romulo, Secretary for Foreign Affairs of the Philippines; Mr. Manuel Miguel da Costa Aragão, Minister for Justice of Angola; Mr. Jorge Taiana, Minister for Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship of Argentina; Mr. Adrian Mihai Cioroianu, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Romania; Mr. Abdelwahed Radi, Minister for Justice of Morocco; Mr. Paulo de Tarso Vannuchi, Minister and Special Secretary on Human Rights of Brazil;


(b)
At the 2nd meeting on the same day: Ms. Kinga Göncz, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Hungary; Ms. Sahana Pradhan, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Nepal; Mr. Milan Roćen, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Montenegro; and Mr. In-kook Park, Deputy Minister for International Organizations and Global Issues, Republic of Korea;


(c)
At the 3rd meeting on the same day: Mr. Jorge Sampaio, High Representative of the Alliance of Civilizations; Ms. Jadranka Kosor, Deputy Prime Minister of Croatia; Mr. Maxime Verhagen, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands; Mr. Ján Kubiš, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Slovakia; Ms. Julia Joiner, Commissioner for Political Affairs of the African Union; Mr. Anand Sharma, Minister of State for External Affairs of India; Mr. Jonas Gahr Støre, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Norway; Mr. Antonio Milošoski, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia; Mr. Vuk Jeremić, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Serbia; Mr. Mahinda Samarasinghe, Minister for Disaster Management and Human Rights of Sri Lanka; Mr. Abdel Basit Sabdarat, Minister for Justice of the Sudan; Ms. Rama Yade, State Secretary for Foreign Affairs and Human Rights of France; Mr. Yasuhide Nakayama, Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan; Mr. Manuel Lobo Antunes, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Portugal; and Mr. Sacha Sergio Llorenti Soliz, Vice-Minister for the Coordination of Social Movements and Civil Society of Bolivia;


(d)
At the 4th meeting, on 4 March 2008: Mr. Ambros Dery, Minister of State at the Ministry of Justice of Ghana; Mr. Limam Ould Teguedi, Minister for Justice of Mauritania; Mr. Sven Alkalaj, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina; Ms. Houda Ali Alban, Minister for Human Rights of Yemen; Mr. Mathias Meinrad Chikawe, Minister for Justice and Constitutional Affairs of the United Republic of Tanzania; Mr. Abdulla Shahid, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Maldives; Mr. Gustavo Jalkh, Minister for Justice and Human Rights of Ecuador; Mr. Chief Ojo Maduekwe, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Nigeria; Mr. Hassan Wirajuda, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Indonesia; Mr. Kabinga Pande, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Zambia; Mr. Hussein Jasim Nasser Al‑Zuhairi, Vice-Minister for Human Rights of Iraq; Ms. Dorothy Angote, Vice-Minister for Justice and Constitutional Affairs of Kenya; Mr. Witold Waszczykowski, Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs of Poland; Mr. Manouchehr Mottaki, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran; and Mr. Terry Davis, Secretary-General of the Council of Europe;


(e)
At the 5th meeting on the same day: Ms. Salamata Sawadogo, Minister for the Promotion of Human Rights of Burkina Faso; Mr. Marat Tazhin, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan; Mr. Akmal Saidov, Director, National Centre for Human Rights of Uzbekistan; Mr. Bechir Tekkari, Minister for Justice and Human Rights of Tunisia; Mr. Pierre Chevalier, Special Envoy for the Security Council of the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Belgium; Mr. Rafet Akgünay, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Turkey; Mr. Miguel Angel Ibarra Gonzalez, Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs of Guatemala; Mr. Viktor Gaisenok, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Belarus; Mr. Pham Binh Minh, Standing Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Viet Nam; Mr. Volodymyr Khandogiy, First Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine; and Mr. Valdrack Jaentschke, Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua;


(f)
At the 6th meeting, on 5 March 2008: Mr. Mark Malloch-Brown, Minister for Africa, Asia and the United Nations of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; 

Mr. Phandu T.C. Skelemani, Minister of Defence, Security and Human Rights of Botswana; Mr. Frank Belfrage, State Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Sweden; Mr. Per Stig Moeller, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Denmark; Mr. Oskaras Jusys, Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Lithuania; Mr. Günter Nooke, Vice-Minister and Commissioner of the Federal Government for Human Rights and Humanitarian Aid of Germany; Mr. Zaid bin Abdul Muhsin Al-Hussain, Vice-Minister for Human Rights of Saudi Arabia; Mr. Patrick Anthony Chinamasa, Minister for Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs of Zimbabwe; Mr. Aniceto Ebiaka Mohete, Vice-Prime Minister in charge of Human Rights of Equatorial Guinea; Mr. Gianni Vernetti, Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Italy; and Mr. Bernardino Leon Gross, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Spain.
8.
At the 2nd meeting, on 3 March 2008, statements in exercise of the right of reply were made by the representative of Algeria, in relation to the statement of Mr. Abdelwahed Radi, Minister for Justice of Morocco; and the representative of Morocco, in relation to the statement of the representative of Algeria. At the same meeting, a second right of reply was exercised by: the representative of Algeria, in relation to the statement of the representative of Morocco; and the representative of Morocco, in relation to the statement of the representative of Algeria.
9.
At the 5th meeting, on 4 March 2008, statements in exercise of the right of reply were made by the representative of Uzbekistan in relation to the statement of Mr. Maxime Verhagen, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands, and Mr. Manuel Lobo Antunes, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Portugal; the representative of Greece, in relation to the statement of Mr. Antonio Milošoski, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia; the representative of Albania, in relation to the statement of Mr. Vuk Jeremić, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Serbia; the representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran, in relation to the statement of Mr. Maxime Verhagen, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands; the representative of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, in relation to statements of Mr. Dimitrij Rupel, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Slovenia, Mr. In-kook Park, Deputy Minister for International Organizations and Global Issues, Republic of Korea, and Mr. Yasuhide Nakayama, Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan; the representative of Algeria, in relation to the statement of Mr. Maxime Verhagen, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands; the representative of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, in relation to the statement of the representative of Greece; the representative of Japan, in relation to the statement of the representative of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; the representative of Zimbabwe, in relation to the statement of Mr. Maxime Verhagen, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands, and Mr. Manuel Lobo Antunes, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Portugal; and by the representative of the Netherlands, in relation to the statements of the representatives of Uzbekistan, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Algeria and Zimbabwe.

10.
A second statement in exercise of the right of reply was made by the representative of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, in relation to the statement of the representative of Japan; the representative of Japan, in connection with the statement of the representative of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; the representative of Uzbekistan, in relation to the statement of the representative of the Netherlands; the representative of Algeria, in relation to the statement of the representative of the Netherlands; and Iran (Islamic Republic of), in relation to the statement of the representative of the Netherlands.

11.
At the 6th meeting, on 5 March 2008, statements in exercise of the right of reply were made by the representative of Sri Lanka, in relation to the statement of Mark Malloch-Brown, Minister for Africa, Asia and the United Nations of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; the representative of Uzbekistan, in relation to the statement of Frank Belfrage, State Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Sweden; the representative of Cuba, in relation to the statement of Mr. Belfrage; the representative of Mauritius, in relation to the statement of Mr. Malloch-Brown; the representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran, in relation to the statements of Mr. Malloch-Brown and Mr. Belfrage; and the representative of Sweden, in relation to the statement of the representative of Cuba.
12.
A second statement in exercise of the right of reply was made by the representative of Cuba in relation to the statement of the representative of Sweden.

D.  General segment

13.
At the 8th and 9th meetings, on 5 and 6 March 2008, a general segment was held, during which the following delegations, and invited members of civil society, addressed the Council:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Canada, China, Jordan, Malaysia, Mexico, Pakistan (also on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Palestine
 (on behalf of the Group of Arab States), Peru, Qatar, Russian Federation, South Africa, Uruguay;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Australia, Albania, Algeria, Bahrain, Bhutan, Greece, Iceland, Kuwait, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, New Zealand, Oman, Singapore, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, United States of America, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of);


(c)
Observer for: Holy See;


(d)
Other observer: Sovereign Military Order of Malta;


(e)
Observer for an intergovernmental organization: International Organization of la Francophonie;


(f)
Observer for the United Nations entities, specialized agencies and related organizations: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees;


(g)
Observer for a national human rights institution: International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights Institutions;


(h)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Ms. Angela Cristina Gouvea Collet, Mr. Oludare Ogunlana, Ms. Mandira Sharma and Mr. Musa Usman Ndamba (on behalf of Mr. Kumi Naidoo).
14.
At the 9th meeting, on 6 March 2008, statements in exercise of the right of reply were made by the representative of India, in relation to the statement of the representative of Pakistan; the representative of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, in relation to the statement of the representative of the United States of America; the representative of Morocco, in relation to the statement of the representative of Algeria; the representative of Pakistan, in relation to the statement of the representative of India; and the representative of Algeria, in relation to the statement of the representative of Morocco.

15.
At the same meeting, a second statement in exercise of the right of reply was made by the representative of Algeria, in relation to the statement of the representative of Morocco, and the representative of Morocco, in relation to the statement of the representative of Algeria.

E.  Agenda and programme of work of the session

16.
At the 5th meeting, on 4 March 2008, the President outlined a proposal to advance consideration of agenda item 7, originally scheduled for 17 and 18 March 2008, to 6 March 2008. The subsequent agenda items would be considered in their original sequence, with a delay of approximately one day, except for the interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the rights of migrants, which would be held as scheduled, on 7 March 2008.

17.
At the 9th meeting, on 6 March 2008, the amended programme of work was adopted without a vote.

F.  Organization of work

18.
At the 5th meeting, on 4 March 2008, the President introduced a non-paper submitted by the co-sponsors outlining the modalities for the panel discussion on human rights voluntary goals, which would be as follows: 10 minutes for each statement from the panellists, 3 minutes for statements by States members of the Council and 2 minutes for statements by observers for non-member States of the Council and other observers, including United Nations entities, specialized agencies and related organizations, intergovernmental organizations and other entities, national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations.

19.
At the 8th meeting, on 5 March 2008, the President outlined the modalities for the general segment, which would be as follows: 5 minutes for statements by States members of the Council and 3 minutes for statements by observers for non-member States of the Council and other observers, including a representative of the International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights Institutions and four senior representatives of civil society who had been invited to address the Council under the general segment.

20.
At the 9th meeting, on 6 March 2008, the President outlined the modalities for the general debate, which would be as follows: 5 minutes for statements by concerned countries, 5 minutes for statements by States members of the Council and 3 minutes for statements by observers for non-member States of the Council and other observers, including United Nations entities, specialized agencies and related organizations, intergovernmental organizations and other entities, national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations.

21.
At the 10th meeting, on 6 March 2008, the President outlined the modalities for consideration of draft resolutions, which would be as follows: 3 minutes for introduction of the draft resolution, 3 minutes for statements by concerned countries and for statements in explanation of vote before and statements in explanation of vote after the vote, and 3 minutes for statements by States members of the Council who refrained from making statements before the vote, to do so after the vote.
22.
At the 13th meeting, on 9 March 2008, the President outlined the modalities for the interactive dialogue with mandate-holders of special procedures, which would be as follows: 10 minutes for the presentation by the mandate-holder of the main report, with a further 2 minutes to present each additional report, 5 minutes for concerned countries, if any, and States members of the Council, 3 minutes for statements by observers for non-member States of the Council and other observers, including United Nations entities, specialized agencies and related organizations, intergovernmental organizations and other entities, national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations, and 5 minutes for concluding remarks by the mandate-holder. Members and observer States wishing to take the floor could signal their intention by raising their nameplates. Other observers were requested to register their names on the list of speakers.

23.
At the 23rd meeting, on 13 March 2008, the President outlined the modalities for the interactive dialogue where the dialogue addresses a report by a single mandate-holder. The modalities would then be as follows: 10 minutes for the presentation by the mandate-holder of the main report, with a further 2 minutes to present each additional report, 5 minutes for concerned countries, if any, 3 minutes for statements by States members of the Council, 2 minutes for statements by observers for non-member States of the Council and other observers, including United Nations entities, specialized agencies and related organizations, intergovernmental organizations and other entities, national human rights institutions and non‑governmental organizations, and 5 minutes for concluding remarks by the mandate-holder.

24.
At the 24th meeting, on 14 March 2008, the President outlined the modalities for the review, rationalization and improvement of mandates, which would be as follows: 8 minutes for statements by main sponsors of resolutions related to the mandate in question, 6 minutes for statements by mandate-holders, 5 minutes for statements by concerned countries, if applicable, 3 minutes for statements by States members of the Council, 2 minutes for statements by observers for non‑member States of the Council and other observers, including United Nations entities, specialized agencies and related organizations, intergovernmental organizations and other entities, national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations. The mandate-holder would be given 3 minutes to make final remarks and the main sponsors of the resolution related to the mandate would be given 5 minutes for conclusion of the 
debate.

25.
At the 30th meeting, on 18 March 2008, the President outlined the modalities for the panel on intercultural dialogue, which would be as follows: 10 minutes for each statement from the panellists, 3 minutes for statements by States members of the Council, 2 minutes for statements by observers for non-member States of the Council and other observers, including 

United Nations entities, specialized agencies and related organizations, intergovernmental organizations and other entities, national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations, and 5 minutes for each panellist to respond.

26.
At the 39th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the President proposed the modalities for voting on amendments to draft resolutions. At the same meeting, the representative of Egypt made statements related to the proposed modalities. The President’s ruling was adopted after a vote.
27.
At the 43rd meeting, on 1 April 2008, final comments were made by Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States), India, China, Pakistan (also on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Palestine3 (on behalf of the Group of Arab States), the Russian Federation, Slovenia (also on behalf of the European Union) and the Syrian Arab Republic.

G.  Meetings and documentation

28.
The Council held 43 fully serviced meetings during its seventh session.

29.
The texts of the resolutions adopted by the Council are contained in part one of the present report.

30.
Annex I contains the agenda of the Council as included in part V of the annex to Council resolution 5/1 of 18 June 2007.

31.
Annex II contains the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of Council resolutions.

32.
Annex III contains the list of attendance.

33.
Annex IV contains the list of documents issued for the seventh session of the Council.

34.
Annex V contains the list of special procedures mandate-holders appointed at the seventh session.

35.
Annex VI contains the list of Advisory Committee members and duration of their terms of membership.

36.
Annex VII contains the list of troikas under the universal periodic review mechanism.

H.  Visits

37.
At the 14th meeting, on 10 March 2008, the Minister for Justice of Timor-Leste, Lucia Maria Brandão F. Lobato, delivered a statement to the Council.

38.
At the 24th meeting, on 14 March 2008, the Minister Delegate in charge of the Commonwealth, Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Cameroon, Joseph Dion Ngute, delivered a statement to the Council.

I.  Review, rationalization and improvement of mandates

Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences

39.
At the 25th meeting, on 14 March 2008, the representative of Canada, as the main sponsor of the resolution related to the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, made a statement.

40.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, Yakin Ertürk, made a statement.

41.
During the ensuing discussion, at the same meeting, on 14 March 2008, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Cuba, Egypt, India, Malaysia, Netherlands, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Saudi Arabia, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Russian Federation;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Finland, Morocco, Nepal, Norway, Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey;


(c)
Observer for non-governmental organizations: World Muslim Congress, International Human Rights Association for American Minorities.

42.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur made her final remarks.

43.
Also at the same meeting, the representative of Canada made a concluding 
statement.

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
44.
At the 25th meeting, on 14 March 2008, the representatives of Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union, Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia, Liechtenstein, Moldova, Montenegro, Serbia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey and Ukraine) and Japan, as the main sponsors of the resolution related to the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, made statements.

45.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Vitit Muntarbhorn, made a statement.

46.
At the same meeting, the representative of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea made a statement as the concerned country.

47.
During the ensuing discussion, at the same meeting, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Canada, China, Cuba, Malaysia, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Republic of Korea;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Argentina, Viet Nam and Zimbabwe.

48.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur made his final remarks.

49.
At the same meeting, the representative of Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union) made a concluding statement.

Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

50.
At the 25th meeting, on 14 March 2008, the representative of Uruguay, as the main sponsor of the resolution related to the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, made a statement.

51.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, Juan Miguel Petit, made a statement.

52.
During the ensuing discussion, at the same meeting, the following made statements:

(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Brazil (on behalf of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States), Malaysia, Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Switzerland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Argentina, Morocco, United Republic of Tanzania;


(c)
Observer for non-governmental organizations: International Save the Children Alliance (also on behalf of the International Alliance of Women, the International Catholic Child Bureau, International Federation Terres des Hommes, Myochikai (Arigatou Foundation), Plan International Inc., SOS Kinderdorf International, the World Organization against Torture, World Vision International).

53.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur made his final remarks.

54.
At the same meeting, the representative of Uruguay made a concluding statement.

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression

55.
At the 25th meeting, on 14 March 2008, the representative of Canada, as the main sponsor of the resolution related to the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the right to freedom of opinion and expression, made a statement.

56.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur on the right to freedom of opinion and expression, Mr. Ambeyi Ligabo, made a statement.

57.
During the ensuing discussion, at the 26th meeting, on 14 March 2008, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Cuba, Egypt, India, Malaysia, Netherlands, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Switzerland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Argentina, Norway, United States of America;


(c)
Observer for a national human rights institution: European Group of National Human Rights Institutions;


(d)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies, Human Rights Advocates Inc., Reporters Without Borders.

58.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur made his final remarks.

59.
At the same meeting, the representative of Canada made a concluding statement.

Independent expert on the effects of economic reform policies and foreign debt on the full enjoyment of human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights

60.
At the 26th meeting, on 14 March 2008, the representative of Cuba, as the main sponsor of the resolution related to the mandate of the independent expert on the effects of economic reform policies and foreign debt on the full enjoyment of human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights, made a statement.

61.
At the same meeting, the independent expert on the effects of economic reform policies and foreign debt on the full enjoyment of human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights, Bernards Andrew Nyamwaya Mudho, made a statement.

62.
During the ensuing discussion at the same meeting, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Bangladesh, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union);


(b)
Observer for the following State: Burkina Faso;


(c)
Observer for a non-governmental organization: Centrist Democrat International.

63.
At the same meeting, the independent expert made his final remarks.

64.
At the same meeting, the representative of Cuba made a concluding statement.

Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights
defenders

65.
At the 26th meeting, on 14 March 2008, the representative of Norway, as the main sponsor of the resolution related to the mandate of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights defenders, made a statement.

66.
At the same meeting, the Chairperson of the Coordinating Committee on the Special Procedures mandate-holders, Gay McDougall, made a statement on behalf of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights defenders, Hina Jilani.
67.
During the ensuing discussion at the same meeting, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Brazil, Canada, Netherlands, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union, Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia, Iceland, Moldova, Montenegro, Serbia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey and Ukraine), Switzerland;


(b)
Observer for the following State: United States of America;


(c)
Observer for national human rights institutions: International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights Institutions (on behalf of the National Human Rights Commission of Rwanda, Senegalese Committee for Human Rights and Uganda Human Rights Commission);

(d)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Front Line, the International Foundation for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders (also on behalf of the International Federation of Human Rights Leagues and the World Organization against Torture), Human Rights First (also on behalf of Amnesty International, the Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum-Asia), Front Line, the International Foundation for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, the International Service of Human Rights and the World Organization against Torture), International Service for Human Rights and
Nord-Sud XXI.

68.
At the same meeting, the representative of Norway made a concluding statement.

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar

69.
At the 28th meeting, on 17 March 2008, the representative of Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union, Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Moldova, Montenegro, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey and Ukraine), as the main sponsor of the resolution related to the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, made a statement.

70.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, made a statement.

71.
At the same meeting, the representative of Myanmar made a statement as the concerned country.

72.
During the ensuing discussion, at the same meeting, on 17 March 2008, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Brazil, Canada, China, Japan, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Peru, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Switzerland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Argentina, Panama, Sudan, Sweden, United States of America;

(c)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum-Asia) (also on behalf of Ain O Salish Kendro, the Asia Pacific Forum on Women, the International NGO Forum on Indonesian Development, MINBYUN - Lawyers for a Democratic Society, Law and Development, People’s Solidarity for Participatory Democracy, Worldview International Foundation), Conectas Direitos Humanos.

73.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur made his final remarks.

74.
At the same meeting, the representative of Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union, Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Moldova, Montenegro, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey and Ukraine) made a concluding statement.

Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances

75.
At the 29th meeting, on 18 March 2008, the representative of France, as the main sponsor of the resolution related to the mandate of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, made a statement.

76.
At the same meeting, a member of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, Darko Göttlicher, made a statement.

77.
During the ensuing discussion, at the same meeting, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Brazil, Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union, Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia, Iceland, Moldova, Montenegro, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey and Ukraine);


(b)
Observers for the following States: Argentina, Chile, Morocco;


(c)
Observer for a non-governmental organization: Amnesty International.

78.
At the same meeting, the member of the Working Group made his final remarks.

79.
At the same meeting, the representative of France made a concluding statement.

Independent expert on human rights and international solidarity

80.
At the 29th meeting, on 18 March 2008, the representative of Cuba, as the main sponsor of the resolution related to the mandate of the independent expert on human rights and international solidarity, made a statement.

81.
At the same meeting, the Chairperson of the Coordinating Committee on the Special Procedures mandate-holders, Gay McDougall, made a statement on behalf of the independent expert on human rights and international solidarity, Rudi Muhammad Rizki.
82.
During the ensuing discussion, at the same meeting, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Bangladesh, China, Malaysia, Nicaragua, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union).
83.
At the same meeting, on 18 March 2008, the representative of Cuba made a concluding statement.

Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination

84.
At the 29th meeting, on 18 March 2008, the representative of Cuba, as the main sponsor of the resolution related to the mandate of the Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination, made a statement.

85.
At the same meeting, the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination, José Gomez del Prado, made a statement.

86.
During the ensuing discussion, at the same meeting, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union);


(b)
Observer for a non-governmental organization: Human Rights Advocates Inc.

87.
At the same meeting, the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group made his final remarks.

88.
At the same meeting, on 18 March 2008, the representative of Cuba made a concluding statement.

Independent expert on minority issues

89.
At the 29th meeting, on 18 March 2008, the representative of Austria, as the main sponsor of the resolution related to the mandate of the independent expert on minority issues, made a statement.

90.
At the same meeting, the independent expert on minority issues, Gay McDougall, made a statement.

91.
During the ensuing discussion, at the same meeting, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Brazil, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union);


(b)
Observer for the State: Turkey;


(c)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: International Movement against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism (also on behalf of Minority Rights Group International, the Asian Legal Resource Centre, the Islamic Human Rights Commission and Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples).
92.
At the same meeting, the independent expert made her final remarks.

93.
At the same meeting, on 18 March 2008, the representative of Austria made a concluding statement.

Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance

94.
At the 32nd meeting, on 19 March 2008, the representative of Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States), as the main sponsor of the resolution related to the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, made a statement.

95.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, Doudou Diène, made a statement.

96.
During the ensuing discussion, at the same meeting, on 19 March 2008, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Azerbaijan, India, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Russian Federation, Senegal, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Switzerland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Kenya, Turkey;


(c)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Becket Fund For Religious Liberty, Comisión Jurídica para el Autodesarrollo de los Pueblos Originarios Andinos, the International Movement against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism, the International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse, the Islamic Human Rights Commission (also on behalf of the Islamic Centre), United Nations Watch.

97.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

98.
At the same meeting, the representative of Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States) made a concluding statement.

Independent expert on the situation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

99.
At the 34th meeting, on 20 March 2008, the representative of Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States), as the main sponsor of the resolution related to the mandate of the independent expert on the situation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, made a statement.

100.
At the same meeting, the independent expert on the situation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Titinga Frédéric Pacéré, made a statement.

101.
At the same meeting, the representative of the Democratic Republic of the Congo made a statement as a concerned country.

102.
During the ensuing discussion, at the same meeting, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Canada, France, Netherlands, Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Switzerland, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Belgium, Norway, Sweden, United States of America;


(c)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Action internationale pour la paix et le développement dans la région des Grands Lacs, Amnesty International, the Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions, Comité international pour le respect et l’application de la Charte africaine des droits de l’homme et des peuples, Human Rights Watch and the International Federation of Human Rights Leagues (also on behalf of the World Organization against Torture).

103.
At the same meeting, the independent expert answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

104.
At the same meeting, the representative of Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States) made a concluding statement.

Independent expert appointed by the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights 
in Somalia

105.
At the 34th meeting, on 20 March 2008, the representative of Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States), as the main sponsor of the resolution related to the mandate of the independent expert appointed by the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights in Somalia, made a statement.

106.
At the same meeting, the independent expert appointed by the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights in Somalia, Ghanim Alnajjar, made a statement.

107.
At the same meeting, the representative of Somalia, as a concerned country, made a statement.

108.
During the ensuing discussion, at the same meeting, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Canada, Italy, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Switzerland;

(b)
Observer for the following State: Sudan;


(c)
Observer for a non-governmental organization: Human Rights Watch.
109.
At the same meeting, the independent expert made his final remarks.

110.
At the same meeting, on 20 March 2008, the representative of Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States) made a concluding statement.

J.  Selection and appointment of mandate-holders

111.
At the 38th meeting, on 26 March 2008, the Council appointed mandate-holders in accordance with Council resolution 5/1 (see annex V).
112.
At the same meeting, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Bolivia, Brazil (on behalf of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States), Canada, China (on behalf of the Group of Asian States), Egypt, India, Italy, Pakistan, Russian Federation, Switzerland, Uruguay;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Chile, Ecuador, Israel, Morocco, Palestine, Turkey, United States of America;


(c)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Amnesty International, International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples, Nord-Sud XXI.

K.
Election of members of the Human Rights Council
Advisory Committee

113.
At its 38th meeting, on 26 March 2008, the Council elected, pursuant to its resolution 5/1, 18 experts to the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee. The Council had before it a note by the Secretary-General (A/HRC/7/64 and Corr.1) containing nominations of candidates for election, in accordance with decision 6/102, and the biographical data of the candidates.

114.
The Council elected the following members by acclamation, following precedent, given that there was a “clean slate” of candidates in the African, Asian and Latin American and Caribbean States:

	African States

	Ms. Mona ZULFICAR
	Egypt

	Mr. Bernards Andrews Nyamwaya MUDHO
	Kenya

	Mr. Dheerujlall SEETULSINGH
	Mauritius

	Ms. Halima Embarek WARZAZI
	Morocco

	Mr. Baba Kura KAIGAMA
	Nigeria


	Asian States

	Mr. Shiqiu CHEN
	China

	Mr. Shigeki SAKAMOTO
	Japan

	Mr. Ansar Ahmed BURNEY
	Pakistan

	Ms. Purificacion V. QUISUMBING
	Philippines


	Ms. CHUNG Chinsung
	Republic of Korea


	Latin American and Caribbean States

	Mr. Miguel Alfonso MARTÍNEZ 
	Cuba

	Mr. José Antonio BENGOA CABELLO
	Chile

	Mr. Héctor Felipe FIX FIERRO
	Mexico


115.
The Council had before it a note by the secretariat and ballot sheets (A/HRC/7/Misc.1) and, at the same meeting, elected the following members by secret ballot:

	Eastern European States

	Mr. Vladimir KARTASHKIN
	Russian Federation

	Mr. Latif HÜSEYNOV
	Azerbaijan


	Western European and Other States

	Mr. Jean ZIEGLER
	Switzerland

	Mr. Emmanuel DECAUX
	France

	Mr. Wolfgang Stefan HEINZ
	Germany


116.
At the same meeting, the Council decided, by the drawing of lots, the duration of the terms of office for each member of the Advisory Committee (see annex VI).

L.  Adoption of the report of the session

117.
At the 43rd meeting, on 1 April 2008, the Rapporteur and Vice-President of the Council made a statement in connection with the draft report of the Council (A/HRC/7/L.10).

118.
The draft report was adopted ad referendum.
119.
The Council decided to entrust the Rapporteur with the finalization of the report.

120.
At the same meeting, the President of the Council made a closing statement.

II.
Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights and reports of the Office of the
High Commissioner and the Secretary-General
A.
Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights

121.
At the 11th meeting, on 7 March 2008, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights made a statement in connection with her annual report (A/HRC/7/38).

122.
At the same meeting, the representatives of Colombia, Georgia, Kenya, Mexico, Senegal, Sri Lanka and the Sudan made statements, as concerned countries.

123.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the 11th and 12th meetings, on 7 March 2008, statements were made by the following:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Bangladesh, Brazil, Canada, China, Cuba, Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States), France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Malaysia, Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Philippines, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Switzerland, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Chile, Czech Republic, Haiti, Israel, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Maldives, Morocco, Nepal, New Zealand, Norway, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, United States of America;


(c)
Observer for the following intergovernmental organization: African Union;


(d)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Amnesty International, Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum-Asia) (also on behalf of the Asian Legal Resource Centre and Pax Romana), Human Rights Watch, International Commission of Jurists, International Federation of Human Rights Leagues, International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples, Lawyers Rights Watch Canada, Nord-Sud XXI, United Nations Watch.

124.
At the 13th meeting, on 7 March 2008, the High Commissioner answered questions and made her concluding remarks.
B.
Reports of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights and the Secretary-General

125.
At the 13th meeting, on 7 March 2008, the United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights presented reports prepared by the High Commissioner and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and a joint report of the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

126.
At the same meeting, the representatives of Afghanistan, Cambodia, Colombia, Cyprus, Guatemala, Nepal and Uganda made statements, as concerned countries.

127.
During the ensuing general debate, at the same meeting, statements were made by the following:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Cuba, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Greece, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Turkey;


(c)
Observer for a national human rights institution: International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights Institutions;


(d)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Amnesty International, Colombian Commission of Jurists, Europe-Third World Centre (also on behalf of France Libertés: Fondation Danielle Mitterand, the International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples, the International Trade Unions Confederation, Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples and the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom), World Federation of Trade Unions.

128.
At the same meeting, statements in exercise of the right of reply were made by the representatives of Colombia, Cyprus, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Turkey. At the same meeting, a second statement in exercise of the right of reply was made by the representative of Turkey.

129.
At the 21st meeting, on 13 March 2008, the Deputy High Commissioner presented other reports, which were discussed under the relevant items (see chapters III and IX).

C.  Consideration and action on draft proposals

Composition of the staff of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

130.
At the 39th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Cuba introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.8/Rev.1 sponsored by Cuba and co-sponsored by Belarus, Bolivia, Cuba, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Ecuador, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Nicaragua, Sri Lanka, the Syrian Arab Republic, Uruguay and Zimbabwe. Subsequently, China, Mozambique and the Russian Federation joined the sponsors.

131.
At the same meeting, the President informed the Council that Egypt had withdrawn its amendment (A/HRC/7/L.40) to the draft resolution.
132.
At the same meeting, the representative of Cuba orally revised the draft resolution by modifying operative paragraph 1.

133.
Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representative of Sri Lanka.

134.
Statements in explanation of vote before the vote were made by the representatives of Canada, Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council) and Switzerland.

135.
At the request of the representative of Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council), a recorded vote was taken on the draft resolution. The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted, by 34 votes to 10, with 3 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Zambia;

Against:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Romania, Slovenia, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;

Abstaining:
Japan, Republic of Korea, Switzerland.

136.
A statement in explanation of vote after the vote was made by the Republic of Korea.

137.
At the 43rd meeting, on 1 April, a general comment was made by the representative of Algeria in connection with the adoption of the resolution (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/2).

III.
Promotion and protection of all human rights,
civil, political, economic, social and cultural
rights, including the right to development
A.  Panels

Panel on human rights voluntary goals and general debate

138.
At the 7th meeting, on 5 March 2008, pursuant to resolution 6/26, a panel discussion on human rights voluntary goals was held, during which the following panellists made statements: Andrew Clapham; Abdelwahed Radi; Mahinda Samarasinghe; Paulo Vannuchi; and Gianni Vernetti.

139.
In the ensuing general debate at the same meeting, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Bangladesh, Canada, China, Cuba, France, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Nicaragua, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Palestine3 (on behalf of the Group of Arab States), Republic of Korea, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Saudi Arabia, Switzerland, Uruguay;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Argentina, Colombia, Ireland, Latvia, Portugal, Singapore;


(c)
Observer for a non-governmental organization: CIVICUS.

140.
At the same meeting, Mr. Radi, Mr. Samarasinghe and Mr. Vannuchi made concluding remarks.

Panel on intercultural dialogue on human rights

141.
At the 30th meeting, on 18 March 2008, a panel on intercultural dialogue on human rights was held. The following panellists addressed the plenary: Hamidou Dia; Jan Henningsson; Metropolitan Kirill of Smolensk and Kaliningrad; Chandra Muzaffar; and Ömür Orhun. The panel was moderated by Professor Malcolm D. Evans.

142.
In the ensuing general debate at the same meeting, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Brazil, Canada, China, Cuba, Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States), India, Italy, Nigeria, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Palestine3 (on behalf of the Group of Arab States), Philippines, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union);


(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Finland, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Morocco, New Zealand, Norway, Tunisia, Turkey, United States of America;


(c)
Observer for: Holy See;


(d)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network, Comisión Jurídica Para el Autodesarollo de Los Pueblos Originarios Andinos “CAPAJ”, Consultative Council of Jewish Organizations, Interfaith International (also on behalf of the Al-Hakim Foundation), International Federation of University Women (also on behalf of Interfaith International, the International Federation of Business and Professional Women and the Women’s Federation for World Peace International and Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices Affecting the Health of Women and Children), International Service for Human Rights (also on behalf of Al Haq-Law in The Service of Man, the Anglican Consultative Council, the Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum-Asia), the Baha’i International Community, the Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies, Conectas Dereitos Humanos, Franciscans International, the Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers), Human Rights Watch, the International Association for Religious Freedom, the International Commission of Jurists, the Lutheran World Federation and Philippine Human Rights Information Centre (PHILRIGHTS)), Islamic Human Rights Commission, UNESCO Centre Basque Country (UNESCO EXTEA).

143.
At the same meeting, the following panellists answered questions and made comments: Metropolitan Kirill of Smolensk and Kaliningrad, Mr. Henningsson, Mr. Muzaffar and Mr. Orhun. The moderator, Mr. Evans, then made his concluding remarks.

B.  Interactive dialogue with special procedures

Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants

144.
At the 13th meeting, on 7 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants, Jorge Bustamante, presented his report (A/HRC/7/12 and Add.1-2).

145.
At the same meeting, the representative of the United States of America made a statement, as a concerned country.

146.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the 13th and 14th meetings, on 7 and 8 March 2008, the following made statements and asked the Special Rapporteur questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Bangladesh, Brazil, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Sri Lanka, Russian Federation, Senegal;

(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Ecuador, Mauritania, Morocco, Turkey;


(c)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: American Civil Liberties Union, Association of World Citizens, Comité international pour le respect et l’application de la Charte africaine des droits de l’homme et des peuples (also on behalf of Action internationale pour la paix et le développement dans la region des Grands Lacs), Human Rights Advocates Inc. and Permanent Assembly for Human Rights. 

147.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur answered questions and made his concluding remarks.
Special Rapporteur on the adverse effects of the illicit movement and dumping of toxic 
and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights

148.
At the 14th meeting, on 10 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur on the adverse effects of the illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights, Okechukwu Ibeanu, presented his report (A/HRC/7/21 and Add.1-3).

149.
At the same meeting, the representatives of Ukraine and the United Republic of Tanzania made statements, as concerned countries.

150.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the 14th and 15th meetings, on 10 March 2008, the following made statements and asked the Special Rapporteur questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Bangladesh, Nigeria, Russian Federation;


(b)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Human Rights Advocates Inc., Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom.

151.
At the 15th meeting, on the same day, the Special Rapporteur answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

Working Group on Arbitrary Detention

152.
At the 14th meeting, on 10 March 2008, the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, Leila Zerrougui, presented her report (A/HRC/7/4 and Add.1-4).

153.
At the same meeting, the representatives of Angola, Equatorial Guinea and Norway made statements, as concerned countries.

154.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the 14th and 15th meetings, on 10 March 2008, the following made statements and asked the Special Rapporteur questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Brazil, Canada, Cuba, Mexico, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Switzerland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Belarus, Iraq, Mauritania, Sudan;


(c)
Observer for a national human rights institution: Norwegian Centre for Human Rights;


(d)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network (also on behalf of Action Canada for Population and Development, Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era, the Federation for Women and Family Planning and Human Rights Watch), Colombian Commission of Jurists, Federation of Cuban Women, Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers), Interfaith International, International Islamic Federation of Student Organizations, Society for Threatened Peoples and World Organization against Torture (also on behalf of the International Federation of Human Rights).

155.
At the 15th meeting, on the same day, the Chairperson-Rapporteur answered questions and made her concluding remarks.

156.
At the 16th meeting, on 11 March 2008, a statement in exercise of the right of reply was made by the representative of Morocco.

Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination

157.
At the 14th meeting, on 10 March 2008, the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination, José Gomez del Prado, presented his report (A/HRC/7/7 and Add.1-5).

158.
At the same meeting, the representatives of Chile and Peru made statements, as concerned countries.

159.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the 14th and 15th meetings, on 10 March 2008, the following made statements and asked the Chairperson-Rapporteur questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Russian Federation;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Colombia, Honduras, Iraq, United States of America, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of);


(c)
Observer for an intergovernmental organization: African Union.

160.
At the 15th meeting, on the same day, the Chairperson-Rapporteur answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances

161.
At the 15th meeting, on 10 March 2008, the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, Santiago Corcuera Cabezut, presented his report (A/HRC/7/2 and Add.1-2).

162.
At the same meeting, the representatives of El Salvador and Honduras made statements, as concerned countries.

163.
During the interactive dialogue, at the 16th meeting, on 11 March 2008, the following made statements and asked the Chairperson-Rapporteur questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Brazil, Mexico, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Peru, Philippines, Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union);


(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Bhutan, Chile, Colombia, Morocco, Nepal, Thailand;

(c)
Observer for a national human rights institution: Mexican National Human Rights Commission;

(d)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: International Fellowship for Reconciliation (also on behalf of the Asian Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Network, Comité international pour le respect et l’application de la Charte africaine des droits de l’homme et des peuples, Femmes Africa Solidarité, France Liberté: Fondation Danielle Mitterand, International Educational Development, Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples, Pax Romana and Society for Threatened People), Union de l’action féminine.

164.
At the 17th meeting, on the same day, the Chairperson-Rapporteur answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

165.
At the 15th meeting, on 10 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, Juan Miguel Petit, presented his report (A/HRC/7/8 and Add.1-2).

166.
At the same meeting, the representative of Mexico made a statement, as a concerned country.

167.
During the interactive dialogue, at the 16th meeting, on 11 March 2008, the following made statements and asked the Special Rapporteur questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Brazil, Malaysia, Palestine3 (on behalf of the Group of Arab States), Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Uruguay;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Argentina, Belarus, Israel, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Liechtenstein, Morocco, New Zealand, Norway, Tunisia, Sudan;


(c)
Observer for a non-governmental organization: Jubilee Campaign.

168.
At the 17th meeting, on the same day, the Special Rapporteur answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment

169.
At the 15th meeting, on 10 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, Manfred Nowak, presented his report (A/HRC/7/3 and Add.1-7).

170.
At the 15th and 16th meetings, on 10 and 11 March 2008, the representatives of Indonesia, Nigeria, Paraguay, Sri Lanka and Togo made statements, as concerned countries.

171.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the 16th meeting, on 11 March 2008, the following made statements and asked the Special Rapporteur questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Canada, Mexico, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Switzerland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Austria, Belgium, Chile, Czech Republic, Denmark, Kenya, Liechtenstein, Morocco, Nepal, Norway, Sudan;

(c)
Observers for a national human rights institution: National Human Rights Commission of Togo, National Human Rights Commission of Indonesia;


(d)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Amnesty International, Association for the Prevention of Torture, Colombian Commission of Jurists, Franciscans International, International Commission of Jurists, International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples, Union de l’action féminine, World Organization against Torture (on behalf of the Asia‑Pacific Forum for Women, the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network, the Centre for Women’s Global Leadership, the International Federation of Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture and the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims, Law and Development).

172.
At the 16th meeting, on 11 March 2008, statements in exercise of the right of reply were made by the representatives of Nigeria, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Tunisia.
173.
At the 17th meeting, on 11 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur answered questions and made his concluding remarks.
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health

174.
At the 17th meeting, on 11 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, Paul Hunt, presented his report (A/HRC/7/11, Corr.1 and Add.1-4).

175.
At the same meeting, the representatives of Colombia, Ecuador, Sweden and Uganda made statements, as concerned countries.

176.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the 17th and 18th meetings, on 11 and 12 March 2008, the following made statements and asked the Special Rapporteur questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Brazil, Cuba, Egypt, Japan, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Peru, Qatar, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Switzerland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Belgium, Israel, Luxembourg, Morocco, New Zealand, Thailand;


(c)
Observer for: Holy See;

(d)
Observer for United Nations entities, specialized agencies and related organizations: United Nations Population Fund;


(e)
Observer for a national human rights institution: Uganda National Human Rights Commission.
177.
At the 18th meeting, on 12 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

Special Rapporteur on the right to food

178.
At the 17th meeting, on 11 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Jean Ziegler, presented his report (A/HRC/7/5 and Add.1-3).

179.
At the same meeting, the representatives of Bolivia and Cuba made statements, as concerned countries.

180.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the 17th and 18th meetings, on 11 and 12 March 2008, the following made statements and asked the Special Rapporteur questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Angola, Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Cuba, Egypt (also on behalf of the Group of African States), India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Palestine3 (on behalf of the Group of Arab States), Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), South Africa, Uruguay;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Belarus, Belgium, Côte d’Ivoire, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Lesotho, Luxembourg, Morocco, Norway, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Zimbabwe;


(c)
Observer for an intergovernmental organization: African Union;


(d)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Europe-Third World Centre (also on behalf of France Libertés: Fondation Danielle Mitterand and Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples), Federation of Cuban Women, Food First Information and Action Network, Human Rights Advocates Inc., International Federation of Rural Adult Catholic Movements.

181.
At the 18th meeting, on 12 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression

182.
At the 17th meeting, on 11 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, Ambeyi Ligabo, presented his report (A/HRC/7/14 and Add.1-3).
183.
At the same meeting, the representatives of Azerbaijan and Ukraine made statements, as concerned countries.
184.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the 17th and 18th meetings, on 11 and 12 March, the following made statements and asked the Special Rapporteur questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Canada, Cuba, Egypt, Germany, India, Malaysia, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Palestine3 (on behalf of the Group of Arab States), Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Switzerland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Australia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Maldives, New Zealand, Norway;


(c)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Amnesty International, Centrist Democratic International, International Humanist and Ethical Union, Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples and Reporters Without Borders.

185.
At the 18th meeting, on 12 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

186.
At the same meeting, statements in exercise of the right of reply were made by the representatives of Egypt, Sri Lanka and Ukraine.

Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences
187.
At the 19th meeting, on 12 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, Yakin Ertürk, presented her report (A/HRC/7/6 and Add.1‑5).

188.
At the same meeting, the representatives of Algeria, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Ghana made statements, as concerned countries.

189.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the 19th and 20th meetings, on 12 March 2008, the following made statements and asked the Special Rapporteur questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Bangladesh, Brazil, Cuba, Egypt, Guatemala, Indonesia, Jordan, Netherlands, Nigeria, Palestine3 (on behalf of the Group of Arab States), Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Switzerland, Zambia;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Australia, Belgium, Israel, New Zealand, Norway, Liechtenstein, Lithuania (on behalf of the Group of Nordic and Baltic States), Maldives, Mauritania, Morocco, Sweden, Turkey;

(c)
Observer for United Nations entities, specialized agencies and related organizations: United Nations Population Fund;


(d)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Federation of Cuban Women and International Federation of Human Rights Leagues (also on behalf of the World Organization against Torture).

190.
At the 20th meeting, on 12 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur answered questions and made her concluding remarks.

Independent expert on the effects of economic reform policies and foreign debt on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights

191.
At the 19th meeting, on 12 March 2008, the independent expert on the effects of economic reform policies and foreign debt on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights, Bernards Andrew Nyamwaya Mudho, presented his report (A/HRC/7/9 and Add.1).

192.
At the same meeting, the representative of Burkina Faso made a statement, as a concerned country.

193.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the 19th and 20th meetings, on 12 March 2008, the following made statements and asked the Special Rapporteur questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Bangladesh, Brazil, Cuba, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union);


(b)
Observer for an intergovernmental organization: African Union;


(c)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: African Commission on Health Promoters and Human Rights, Europe-Third World Centre (also on behalf of France Libertés: Fondation Danielle Mitterand, the International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples, Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples and the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom).

194.
At the 20th meeting, on 12 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living

195.
At the 20th meeting, on 12 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, Miloon Kothari, presented his report (A/HRC/7/16 and Add.1-4).

196.
At the same meeting, the representatives of Canada, South Africa and Spain made statements, as concerned countries.

197.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the 20th and 21st meetings, on 12 and 13 March 2008, the following made statements and asked the Special Rapporteur questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Brazil, Germany, Mexico, Palestine3 (on behalf of the Group of Arab States), Peru and Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union);


(b)
Observers for the following States: Iran (Islamic Republic of), Nepal, Sudan, Turkey, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of);


(c)
Observer for United Nations entities, specialized agencies and related organizations: United Nations Population Fund;


(d)
Observer for a national human rights institution: Office of the Ombudsman of Spain.

198.
At the 21st meeting, on 13 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

Independent expert on minority issues
199.
At the 20th meeting, on 12 March 2008, the independent expert on minority issues, Gay McDougall, presented her report (A/HRC/7/23 and Add.1-3).

200.
At the same meeting, the representative of France made a statement, as a concerned country.

201.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the 20th and 21st meetings, on 12 and 13 March 2008, the following made statements and asked the independent expert questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Bangladesh, Brazil, Canada, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Sri Lanka;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Austria, Bhutan, Estonia, Hungary, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Kenya, Latvia, Nepal, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia;


(c)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum-Asia), Baha’i International Community, Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions, Human Rights Advocates Inc., Interfaith International, International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism, International Organization of Indigenous Resource Development, Jubilee Campaign, Minority Rights Group International (also on behalf of the International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism, the Islamic Human Rights Commission, the Lutheran World Federation and Pax Romana), World Muslim Congress.

202.
At the 21st meeting, on 13 March 2008, the independent expert answered questions and made her concluding remarks.

C.
Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the
situation of human rights defenders

203.
At the 19th meeting, on 12 March 2008, the Special Representative of the Secretary‑General on the situation of human rights defenders, Hina Jilani, presented her report (A/HRC/7/28 and Add.1-4).

204.
At the same meeting, the representatives of Indonesia, Serbia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia made statements, as concerned countries.

205.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the 19th and 20th meetings, on 12 March 2008, the following made statements and asked the Special Representative questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Bangladesh, Brazil, Canada, Egypt, Germany, Guatemala, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Switzerland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Colombia, Ireland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Thailand, United States of America;


(c)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum-Asia) (also on behalf of the Asian Legal Resource Centre, the Centre for Organization Research and Education, the International NGO Forum on Indonesian Development and Pax Romana), Human Rights First, International NGO Forum on Indonesian Development, International Service for Human Rights, World Organization against Torture (also on behalf of the International Federation of Human Rights Leagues).

206.
At the 20th meeting, on 12 March, the Special Representative answered questions and made her concluding remarks.

207.
At the same meeting, on the same day, statements in exercise of the right of reply were made by the representatives of Iran (Islamic Republic of), the Syrian Arab Republic and Zimbabwe.

D.
Special Adviser of the Secretary-General on the
Prevention of Genocide

208.
At the 27th meeting, on 17 March 2008, the Special Adviser of the Secretary-General on the Prevention of Genocide, Francis Deng, made a statement and presented his report (A/HRC/7/37), pursuant to Council decision 4/104 of 28 September 2007.

209.
At the 29th meeting, on 18 March 2008, the following made statements and asked the Special Adviser questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Sweden
 (also on behalf of Benin, Botswana, Denmark, Finland, Ghana, Iceland, Lesotho, Mali, Norway, the United Republic of Tanzania and Zambia), Switzerland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Armenia, Belgium, Ethiopia, Israel, Kenya.

210.
At the same meeting, on 18 March 2008, the Special Adviser answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

211.
At the same meeting, statements in exercise of the right of reply were made by the representatives of Iran (Islamic Republic of) and Israel. A statement in exercise of a second right of reply was exercised by the representative of Iran (Islamic Republic of).

E.
Reports presented under agenda item 3 and general debate
on that item

Reports prepared by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and by the Secretary-General

212.
At the 21st meeting, on 13 March 2008, the Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights introduced reports prepared by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and by the Secretary-General under item 3. The Deputy High Commissioner also presented reports under items 5 and 9.

General debate on item 3

213.
At its 21st and 22nd meetings, on 13 March 2008, the Council held a general debate on the aforementioned reports and on item 3, during which the following made statements:

(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Brazil, France, Japan, Malaysia, Netherlands, Pakistan, Senegal, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia), Russian Federation;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Denmark (also on behalf of the Group of Nordic States), New Zealand, Norway (also on behalf of the Group of Nordic States), Sweden, United Republic of Tanzania;


(c)
Observer for: International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies;


(d)
Observer for a national human rights institution: Conseil consultatif des droits de l’homme du Maroc;


(e)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Al-Hakim Foundation, Asian Legal Resource Centre (also on behalf of the Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum-Asia), Lawyers Rights Watch Canada and Pax Romana), Association of World Citizens, Baha’i International Community, Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, Franciscans International, Fraternité Notre Dame, Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers), Human Rights Watch, Interfaith International, International Association of Democratic Lawyers (also on behalf of the Asian Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Network, the Asian Legal Resource Centre, Lawyers Rights Watch Canada and Nord-Sud XXI), International Educational Development, International Federation of University Women (also on behalf of Femmes Africa Solidarité, the International Council of Women, the International Federation of Business and Professional Women, the Women’s Federation of World Peace, the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, the World Movement of Mothers, the Women’s World Summit Foundation, the Worldwide Organization for Women and Zonta International), International Fellowship of Reconciliation, International Humanist and Ethical Union (also on behalf of the Association for World Education), International Islamic Federation of Students Organization (also on behalf of the International Human Rights Association of American Minorities), International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples, Marangopoulos Foundation for Human Rights, Nord-Sud XXI, Philippine Human Rights Information Centre (PHILRIGHTS), Society for Threatened Peoples, Union de l’action féminine, Union of Arab Jurists, United Nations Watch, World Federation of Trade Unions (also on behalf of the Europe-Third World Centre and the Federation of Cuban Women), World Muslim Congress.

214.
At the same meeting, statements in exercise of the right of reply were made by the representatives of Belarus, Benin, Chile, Cuba, Egypt, India, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Morocco, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, the Sudan, Thailand, Uzbekistan and Zimbabwe.

F.  Consideration and action on draft proposals

Enhancement of international cooperation in the field of human rights 

215.
At the 39th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Cuba (on behalf of the Non‑Aligned Movement) introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.5, sponsored by Cuba (on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement) and co-sponsored by Bolivia. Subsequently, China joined the sponsors.

216.
The draft resolution was adopted without a vote (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/3).

Mandate of the independent expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights

217.
At the 39th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Cuba introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.9, sponsored by Cuba and co-sponsored by Bolivia, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Mauritania, Nicaragua, Qatar, the Syrian Arab Republic and Uganda. Subsequently, Algeria, Belarus, Burkina Faso, 

China, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Kenya, Malaysia, Mozambique, Pakistan, the Sudan, Togo, Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam and Zimbabwe joined the sponsors.

218.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II). 

219.
Statements in explanation of vote before the vote were made by the representatives of Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council) and Sri Lanka.

220.
At the request of the representative of Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council), a recorded vote was taken on the draft resolution. The draft resolution was adopted, by 34 votes to 13, with no abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Zambia;

Against:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

221.
For the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/4.

Mandate of the independent expert on human rights and international solidarity

222.
At the 39th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Cuba introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.12, sponsored by Cuba and co-sponsored by Belarus, Bolivia, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Nicaragua, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Uruguay and Zimbabwe. Subsequently, Bangladesh, China and Ecuador joined the sponsors.

223.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).

224.
A statement in explanation of vote before the vote was made by the representative of Sri Lanka.

225.
At the request of the representative of Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council), a recorded vote was taken on the draft resolution. The draft resolution was adopted, by 34 votes to 13, with no abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Zambia;

Against:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
226.
For the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/5.
Mandate of the independent expert on minority issues

227.
At the 39th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Austria introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.17, sponsored by Austria and co-sponsored by Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Lesotho, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Poland, the Republic of Korea, Romania, the Russian Federation, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Ukraine, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Uruguay. Subsequently, Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Cyprus, Ecuador, Germany, Guatemala, Iceland, Malta and Serbia joined the sponsors.

228.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).
229.
The draft resolution was adopted without a vote.

230.
At the 43rd meeting, on 1 April 2008, a general comment was made by the representative of Bhutan in connection with the adoption of the resolution (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/6).

Protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism

231.
At the 39th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Mexico introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.20, sponsored by Mexico and co-sponsored by Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Chile, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Guatemala, Hungary, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Mexico, Monaco, the Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Portugal, the Russian Federation, Slovakia, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Subsequently, Australia, Benin, Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Cyprus, Egypt, Estonia, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Lithuania, Malta, New Zealand, Nigeria, Panama, Poland, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, the United States of America and Uruguay joined the sponsors.

232.
A statement in connection with the draft resolution was made by the representative of the Russian Federation.

233.
The representative of Mexico orally revised the draft resolution by inserting a new operative paragraph 3, deleting operative paragraph 26 and modifying operative paragraphs 3, 6, 11, 16, 18, 22, 25 and 27.

234.
The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted without a vote.
235.
A statement in explanation of vote after the vote was made by the representative of Switzerland (also on behalf of Norway and Liechtenstein).

236.
At the 43rd meeting, on 1 April 2008, general comments in connection with the adoption of the resolution were made by the representatives of Bhutan, Denmark, Spain and Turkey (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/7).

Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders
237.
At the 40th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Norway introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.23, sponsored by Norway and co-sponsored by Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Hungary, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Mexico, Monaco, New Zealand, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Uruguay. Subsequently, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Israel, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Poland, Portugal, the Republic of Korea, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Turkey and Uganda joined the sponsors.

238.
At the same meeting, the representative of Norway orally revised the draft resolution by modifying the title of the resolution and operative paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.

239.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).
240.
Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representatives of Bangladesh, China, Egypt, India, Pakistan and the Russian Federation.

241.
The draft resolution as orally revised was adopted without a vote (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/8).

Human rights of persons with disabilities

242.
At the 40th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representatives of Mexico and New Zealand introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.25, sponsored by Mexico and New Zealand and co‑sponsored by Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Canada, Chile, Côte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, 

the Czech Republic, Ecuador, Finland, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, the Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Ukraine, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay and Zambia. Subsequently, Angola, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Egypt, Estonia, France, Germany, Guatemala, Guinea, Honduras, Iceland, India, Lithuania, Malaysia, Morocco, Panama, the Philippines, Serbia, the Republic of Korea and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) joined the sponsors.
243.
At the same meeting, the representative of Mexico orally revised the draft resolution by modifying operative paragraph 3.

244.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).
245.
The draft resolution as orally revised was adopted without a vote (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/9).

Human rights and arbitrary deprivation of nationality

246.
At the 40th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of the Russian Federation introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.27, sponsored by the Russian Federation and co‑sponsored by Belarus, Cuba, Serbia and Uzbekistan.

247.
The draft resolution was adopted without a vote (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/10).

The role of good governance in the promotion and protection of human rights

248.
At the 40th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Poland introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.29, sponsored by Poland and co-sponsored by Albania, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Canada, Chile, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ecuador, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Latvia, Lesotho, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Mali, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Peru, Portugal, the Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Ukraine, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United Republic of Tanzania, the United States of America and Uruguay. Subsequently, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, El Salvador, Guinea, Ghana, Guatemala, Iceland, Indonesia, Ireland, Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, Morocco, New Zealand, Serbia, South Africa, Thailand and Turkey joined the sponsors.

249.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).
250.
Statements in explanation of vote before the vote were made by the representatives of Cuba, India, the Russian Federation and Sri Lanka.

251.
The representative of Cuba made a request for a separate vote on amendments to the draft resolution, including modifications to the sixth preambular paragraph and the deletion of the ninth preambular paragraph. The amendments were rejected by 27 votes to 5, and 13 abstentions.

In favour: 
China, Cuba, Nicaragua, Russian Federation, Sri Lanka;

Against:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Cameroon, Canada, France, Germany, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Netherlands, Nigeria, Peru, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Romania, Senegal, Slovenia, South Africa, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay;

Abstaining:
Angola, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Madagascar, Malaysia, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Zambia.

252.
At the request of the representative of Cuba, a recorded vote was taken on the draft resolution. The draft resolution was adopted, by 41 votes, with 6 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Cameroon, Canada, Djibouti, Egypt, France, Gabon, Germany, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Slovenia, South Africa, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Zambia;
Abstaining:
Bolivia, China, Cuba, Nicaragua, Russian Federation, Sri Lanka.

253.
For the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/11.

Enforced or involuntary disappearances

254.
At the 40th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of France introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.30, sponsored by France and co-sponsored by Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Guatemala, Hungary, Japan, Luxembourg, Mexico, Monaco, Morocco, the Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Portugal, the Republic of Korea, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Ukraine and Uruguay. Subsequently, Australia, Azerbaijan, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Denmark, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Madagascar, Serbia and Timor-Leste joined the sponsors.
255.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).
256.
The draft resolution was adopted without a vote (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/12).
Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

257.
At the 40th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Uruguay introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.35, sponsored by Uruguay and co-sponsored by Albania, Argentina, Austria, Belarus, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Timor-Leste, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). Subsequently, Armenia, Australia, Brazil, Croatia, Denmark, Iceland, Ireland, Germany, Guatemala, Japan, the Maldives, Monaco, Morocco, Panama, Serbia, Slovenia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey joined the sponsors.

258.
At the same meeting, the representative of Uruguay orally revised the draft resolution by modifying operative paragraphs 2, 3 and 4.

259.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).
260.
The draft resolution was adopted without a vote (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/13).

The right to food

261.
At the 40th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Cuba introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.6/Rev.1, sponsored by Cuba and co-sponsored by Bangladesh, Belarus, Bolivia, Chile, Djibouti, Ecuador, Haiti, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Mexico, Nicaragua, Sri Lanka, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Uruguay and Zimbabwe. Subsequently, Algeria, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Brazil, China, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cyprus, El Salvador, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, the Maldives, Pakistan, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland and Turkey joined the sponsors.

262.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).

263.
A statement in connection with the draft resolution was made by the representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

264.
The draft resolution was adopted without a vote.

265.
At the 43rd meeting, on 1 April 2008, a general comment was made by the representative of Algeria in connection with the adoption of the resolution (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/14).
Mandate of the working group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination

266.
At the 41st meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representative of Cuba introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.7/Rev.1, sponsored by Cuba and co-sponsored by Algeria, Bolivia, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Mauritania, Nicaragua, Qatar, the Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, Uganda, Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) and Zimbabwe. Subsequently, Belarus, Guinea, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and the United Republic of Tanzania joined the sponsors.

267.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).

268.
Statements in explanation of vote before the vote were made by the representatives of Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council) and Sri Lanka.

269.
At the request of the representative of Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council), a recorded vote was taken on the draft resolution. The draft resolution was adopted, by 32 votes to 11, with 2 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Zambia;

Against:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovenia, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;

Abstaining:
Switzerland, Ukraine.

270.
For the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/21.
Human rights and access to safe drinking water and sanitation

271.
At the 41st meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representatives of Germany and Spain introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.16, sponsored by Germany and Spain and co-sponsored by Andorra, Belgium, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Chile, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Ecuador, 

Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, Guatemala, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Maldives, Monaco, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, Peru, Portugal, Slovenia, Switzerland and Uruguay. Subsequently, Cameroon, El Salvador, Guinea, Kazakhstan, Mali, Montenegro, Morocco, Norway, Panama, Serbia, Sri Lanka and Timor-Leste joined the sponsors.

272.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).

273.
Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representatives of Canada, Nigeria and the Russian Federation.

274.
The draft resolution was adopted without a vote.

275.
A statement in explanation of vote after the vote was made by Mexico (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/22).
Human rights and climate change

276.
At the 41st meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representative of the Maldives introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.21/Rev.1, sponsored by the Maldives and co-sponsored by Albania, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belgium, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Chile, Comoros, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Cyprus, Djibouti, Estonia, Fiji, Finland, France, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Iceland, India, Ireland, Italy, Kenya, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Micronesia (Federated States of), Monaco, Montenegro, Nepal, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, the Philippines, Portugal, Senegal, Serbia, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Switzerland, the Syrian Arab Republic, Timor‑Leste, Tuvalu, Uganda, Ukraine, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay and Zambia. Subsequently, Australia, Cameroon, Cape Verde, El Salvador, the Gambia, Guinea, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Marshall Islands, Nauru, Samoa, the Seychelles, Sweden and Thailand joined the sponsors.
277.
Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representatives of Bangladesh, Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States), Japan, Nigeria, Pakistan, the Russian Federation and Sri Lanka.

278.
The draft resolution was adopted without a vote (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/23).
Elimination of violence against women

279.
At the 41st meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representative of Canada introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.22/Rev.1, sponsored by Canada and co-sponsored by Andorra, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Chile, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary, Ireland, 

Israel, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mexico, Monaco, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, the Philippines, Poland, Portugal, the Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Uruguay. Subsequently, Angola, Brazil, Cameroon, Colombia, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Iceland, Guinea, Malta, Moldova, Nicaragua, Senegal and Serbia joined the sponsors.

280.
At the same meeting, the representative of Canada orally revised the draft resolution by modifying the seventh preambular paragraph.

281.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).

282.
Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representatives of Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference) and the Russian Federation.

283.
The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted without a vote (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/24).
Prevention of genocide

284.
At the 41st meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representative of Armenia introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.26/Rev.1, sponsored by Armenia and co-sponsored by Andorra, Argentina, Austria, Australia, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Ecuador, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Kenya, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mexico, Montenegro, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the United Republic of Tanzania, Ukraine and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Subsequently, Belarus, Brazil, France, Guatemala, Iceland, New Zealand, Rwanda and the United States of America joined the sponsors.

285.
At the same meeting, the representative of Armenia orally revised the draft resolution by modifying the second and ninth preambular paragraphs.

286.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).

287.
Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representatives of Azerbaijan and the Russian Federation.

288.
The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted without a vote (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/25).
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance

289.
At the 41st meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representative of France introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.31/Rev.1, sponsored by France and co-sponsored by Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Chile, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Cyprus, Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Guatemala, Hungary, Japan, Luxembourg, the Maldives, Mexico, Montenegro, Peru, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Ukraine and Uruguay. Subsequently, Azerbaijan, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Italy, Lebanon, Morocco, Senegal, Serbia and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland joined the sponsors.

290.
The draft resolution was adopted without a vote (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/26).
Human rights and extreme poverty

291.
At the 41st meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representative of France introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.32/Rev.1, sponsored by France and co-sponsored by Albania, Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chile, Croatia, Cyprus, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Ecuador, Finland, Gabon, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Italy, Luxembourg, Mexico, Monaco, Montenegro, Morocco, Nicaragua, Norway, Peru, the Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Ukraine, Uruguay and Zambia. Subsequently, Brazil, Côte d’Ivoire, India, Mauritius, Moldova, the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation, Sri Lanka and Turkey joined the sponsors.

292.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).

293.
The draft resolution was adopted without a vote (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/27).
Missing persons

294.
At the 41st meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representative of Azerbaijan introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.33/Rev.1, sponsored by Azerbaijan and co-sponsored by Bahrain, Bolivia, Kazakhstan, Mexico, Saudi Arabia, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. Subsequently, Argentina, Armenia, Bangladesh, Belarus, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Chile, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Ecuador, France, Greece, Guatemala, Iraq, Jordan, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Nigeria, Malaysia, Moldova, Montenegro, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Peru, Qatar, Serbia, the Syrian Arab Republic and Tunisia joined the sponsors.

295.
At the same meeting, the representative of Azerbaijan orally revised the draft resolution by modifying the fourth preambular paragraph and operative paragraphs 12 and 16, deleting operative paragraphs 3 and 13 and renumbering subsequent paragraphs.

296.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution. Inadvertently, the Council was not informed, upon its adoption of the draft resolution, that the resolution as amended  would not entail any programme budget implications, since the resolution as amended did not include the appointment of an independent expert (see annex II).

297.
The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted without a vote (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/28).

Rights of the child

298.
At the 41st meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representative of Uruguay (on behalf of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States and the European Union) introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.34, sponsored by Uruguay and co-sponsored by Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the Maldives, Malta, Mexico, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Ukraine, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). Subsequently, Armenia, Australia, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Guinea, Ireland, New Zealand, the Philippines, Senegal, Serbia, Sri Lanka and the Russian Federation joined the sponsors.

299.
At the same meeting, the representative of Uruguay orally revised the draft resolution by modifying the fifth, ninth, tenth and twelfth preambular paragraphs and operative paragraphs 7, 14, 23 (a), 31 (a) and 34 (d); inserting a new operative paragraph after operative paragraph 8, a new operative paragraph 23 (c), a new operative paragraph after operative paragraph 29, and a new operative paragraph after operative paragraph 40.

300.
Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representatives of Bangladesh, Egypt and Switzerland.

301.
The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted without a vote (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/29).
Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression

302.
At the 42nd meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representative of Canada introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.24, sponsored by Canada and co-sponsored by Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Cameroon, Chile, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Iceland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Mexico, Monaco, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Poland, Portugal, the Republic of Korea, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Ukraine, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America and Uruguay. Subsequently, Bulgaria, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Egypt, India, Ireland, Lithuania, Madagascar, Panama, Montenegro and Uganda joined the sponsors.
303.
At the same meeting, the representative of Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference) introduced draft amendment A/HRC/7/L.39 to the draft resolution.

304.
Statements in explanation of vote before the vote in connection with the draft amendment were made by the representatives of Brazil, Canada, India, Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council) and Sri Lanka.

305.
At the request of the representative of Canada, a recorded vote was taken on the amendment to the draft resolution. The amendment to the draft resolution (A/HRC/7/L.39) was adopted, by 27 votes to 17, with 3 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Zambia;

Against:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, Guatemala, India, Italy, Mexico, Netherlands, Peru, Romania, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay;

Abstaining:
Bolivia, Japan, Republic of Korea.

306.
Statements in explanation of vote before the vote in connection with draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.24, as amended, were made by the representatives of Bolivia, Brazil, Cuba, India, Guatemala, Mexico (also on behalf of Argentina, Chile, Peru and Uruguay), Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Switzerland and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (also on behalf of the Group of Western European and Other States, Andorra, Australia, Monaco, New Zealand and the United States of America).

307.
At the same meeting, the representative of Cuba introduced an oral amendment to the resolution by modifying the tenth preambular paragraph.

308.
Statements in explanation of vote before the vote were made by the representatives of Canada and China.
309.
At the request of the representative of Canada, a recorded vote was taken on the oral amendment of the tenth preambular paragraph of the draft resolution. The oral amendment was adopted, by 29 votes to 15, with 3 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Zambia;

Against:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay;

Abstaining:
Guatemala, Peru, Philippines.
310.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).

311.
At the request of the representative of Canada, a recorded vote was taken on the draft resolution as amended by the amendment to the draft resolution (A/HRC/L.39) and as amended by the oral amendment as adopted. The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted, by 32 votes, with 15 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Zambia;
Abstaining:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, France, Germany, Guatemala, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

312.
At the same meeting, Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Iceland, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mexico, Monaco, Montenegro, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Poland, Portugal, the Republic of Korea, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Ukraine, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America and Uruguay subsequently withdrew their sponsorship of the draft resolution as amended.

313.
At the 43rd meeting, on 1 April 2008, general comments in connection with the adoption of the resolution were made by the representatives of Australia, Canada, Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States), Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Palestine (on behalf of the Group of Arab States), Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Sri Lanka, the Sudan and the United States of America (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/36).

IV.  Human rights situations that require the Council’s attention
A.
Situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea

314.
At the 23rd meeting, on 13 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Vitit Muntarbhorn, presented his report (A/HRC/7/20).

315.
At the same meeting, the observer for the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, as the concerned country, made a statement.

316.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue at the same meeting, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Cuba, Indonesia, Japan, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Republic of Korea, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: New Zealand, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, United States of America;


(c)
Observer for the following non-governmental organization: Jubilee Campaign.
317.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

B.  Situation of human rights in Myanmar

318.
At the 23rd meeting, on 13 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, presented his annual report (A/HRC/7/18) as well as his report submitted in accordance with resolution 6/33 relating to follow-up to the fifth special session (A/HRC/7/24) as requested by the Council in its resolution S-5/1 of 2 October 2007.

319.
At the same meeting, the observer for Myanmar, as the concerned country, made a statement.

320.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue at the same meeting, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Brazil, Canada, China, Cuba, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Philippines, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Czech Republic, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, New Zealand, Norway, Thailand, United States of America, Viet Nam;

(c)
Observers for the following non-governmental organizations: Anti-Slavery International, Asian Legal Resource Centre, Human Rights First, Human Rights Watch, International Commission of Jurists, International NGO Forum on Indonesian Development (also on behalf of Ain O Salish Kendra, the Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum-Asia), the Centre for Organization Research and Education and People’s Solidarity for Participatory Democracy), Reporters Without Borders, Worldview International Foundation (also on behalf of the International Federation of Human Rights Leagues).

321.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

C.  Situation of human rights in the Sudan

322.
At the 27th meeting, on 17 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Sudan, Sima Samar, presented her report (A/HRC/7/22) submitted in accordance with resolution 6/34 of 14 December 2007.

323.
At the 28th meeting, on 17 March 2008, the representative of the Sudan made a statement, as the concerned country.

324.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the same meeting, the following made statements and asked the Special Rapporteur questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Canada, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States), India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Malaysia, Netherlands, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Palestine3 (on behalf of the Group of Arab States), Qatar, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Switzerland, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Bahrain, Belgium, Kenya, Mauritania, New Zealand, Panama, Syrian Arab Republic, United Arab Emirates, United States of America, Yemen, Zimbabwe;


(c)
Observers for intergovernmental organizations: African Union, League of Arab States;


(d)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Action internationale pour la paix et le développement dans la région des Grands Lacs, Femmes Africa Solidarité, Hawa Society for Women, Human Rights Watch, Sudan Council of Voluntary Agencies, United Nations Watch, World Federation of Trade Unions, World Organization against Torture (also on behalf of the International Federation for Human Rights).

325.
At the same meeting, the Special Rapporteur answered questions and made her concluding remarks.

D.  General debate on agenda item 4

326.
At the 23rd and 24th meetings, on 13 and 14 March 2008, the Council held a general debate on item 4, during which the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Canada, France, Italy, Netherlands, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia, Moldova, Montenegro, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Ukraine), Switzerland, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Australia, Belgium, Iceland, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Ireland, New Zealand;


(c)
Observers for the following non-governmental organizations: Action contre la faim, Arab Lawyers Union, Asian Legal Resource Centre (also on behalf of Lawyers Watch Canada), Baha’i International Community, Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, Bischofliches Hilfswerk Misereor, B’nai B’rith International (also on behalf of the Coordination Board of Jewish Organization), Centrist Democratic International, Colombian Commission of Jurists, Espace Afrique International, Europe-Third World Centre (also on behalf of France Libertés: Fondation Danielle Mitterand, the International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples, Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples and Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom), Franciscans International (also on behalf of Pax Romana), Human Rights Watch, Interfaith International, International Commission of Jurists, International Educational Development Inc., International Fellowship for Reconciliation (also on behalf of the Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development, Interfaith International (Forum-Asia), International Educational Development Inc., the International NGO Forum on Indonesian Development, Liberation, Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples, Society for Threatened Peoples International and the Worldview International Foundation), International Human Rights Association of American Minorities,  International Islamic Federation of Student Organizations, International Movement ATD Fourth World (also on behalf of Caritas Internationalis, the International Council of Women and the International Federation of Social Workers), International Youth and Student Movement for the United Nations, Minority Rights Group International, Union de l’action féminine, Union of Arab Jurists, World Council of Churches, World Muslim Congress.

327.
At the 24th meeting, on 14 March 2008, statements in exercise of the right of reply were made by the representatives of China, Colombia, Ethiopia, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Japan, Nepal, Slovenia, Sri Lanka and Zimbabwe.

E.  Consideration and action on draft proposals

Situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

328.
At the 40th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council and on behalf of Japan) introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.28, sponsored by Japan and Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council) and co-sponsored by Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Monaco, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America. Subsequently, Australia, Iceland and Ireland joined the sponsors.

329.
At the same meeting, the representative of Slovenia orally revised the draft resolution by deleting the fourth preambular paragraph and replacing it.

330.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).
331.
Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representatives of Canada and Japan.

332.
The observer for the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, as the concerned country, made a statement in relation to the draft resolution.

333.
Statements in explanation of vote before the vote were made by the representatives of China, Cuba, Indonesia, the Philippines and the Russian Federation.

334.
At the request of the representative of Cuba, a recorded vote was taken on the draft resolution. The draft resolution was adopted, by 22 votes to 7, with 18 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, Ghana, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Madagascar, Mexico, Netherlands, Peru, Republic of Korea, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay;

Against:
China, Cuba, Egypt, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nicaragua, Russian Federation;

Abstaining:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh,
 Cameroon, Djibouti, Gabon, Guatemala, India, Mali, Mauritius, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Zambia.

335.
Statements in explanation of vote after the vote were made by the representatives of Egypt, Pakistan and Malaysia.

336.
At the 43rd meeting, on 1 April 2008, a general comment was made by the representative of the United States of America in connection with the adoption of the resolution (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/15).

Situation of human rights in the Sudan

337.
At the 40th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Egypt (on behalf of States members of the Group of African States that are members of the Council) introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.38, sponsored by Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States that are members of the Council) and Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union). Subsequently, Croatia, Japan, Moldova, Monaco, the Republic of Korea, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia and Turkey joined the sponsors.

338.
Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representatives of Canada, Pakistan (on behalf of States members of the Organization of the Islamic Conference that are members of the Council), Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council) and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

339.
The observer for the Sudan, as the concerned country, made a statement in relation to the draft resolution.

340.
The draft resolution was adopted without a vote.

341.
At the 43rd meeting, on 1 April 2008, general comments in connection with the adoption of the resolution were made by the representatives of Australia, the Sudan and the United States of America (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/16).

Situation of human rights in Myanmar

342.
At the 42nd meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representative of Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union) introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.36, sponsored by Slovenia and co‑sponsored by Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America. Subsequently, Australia, Iceland, Moldova, Panama, Peru and the Republic of Korea joined the sponsors.

343.
At the same meeting, the representative of Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council) orally revised the draft resolution by modifying the second, third and fifth preambular paragraphs and operative paragraphs 1, 2, 3 (a), (c) and (e), and by deleting the sixth preambular paragraph and incorporating the text into the fifth preambular paragraph.

344.
Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representatives of Bangladesh, China, Cuba, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippines, the Russian Federation and Sri Lanka.

345.
The observer for Myanmar, as the concerned country, made a statement in relation to the draft resolution.

346.
A statement in explanation of vote before the vote was made by the representative of India.
347.
The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted without a vote.

348.
At the 43rd meeting, on 1 April 2008, general comments in connection with the adoption of the resolution were made by the representatives of Thailand and the United States of America (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/31).

Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar

349.
At the 42nd meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representative of Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union) introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.37, sponsored by Slovenia and co‑sponsored by Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America. Subsequently, Australia, Iceland, Moldova, Panama, Peru and the Republic of Korea joined the sponsors.

350.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).

351.
The observer for Myanmar, as the concerned country, made a statement in relation to the draft resolution.

352.
The draft resolution was adopted without a vote.

353.
A statement in explanation of vote after the vote was made by Canada (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/32).

V.  Human rights bodies and mechanisms
Complaint procedure

354.
At the 27th and 35th meetings, on 17 and 25 March 2008, the Council held two closed meetings of the complaint procedure.

355.
At the 35th meeting on 25 March 2008, the President made a statement on the outcome of the meetings, stating: “The Human Rights Council has in closed meetings examined the human rights situation in Turkmenistan under the Complaint Procedure established pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1 of 18 June 2007. The Human Rights Council has decided to keep the situation under review.”

Social Forum

356.
At the 37th meeting, on 26 March 2008, the President informed the Council that the Social Forum would be held from 1 to 3 September 2008.

Forum on minority issues

357.
At the 37th meeting on 26 March 2008, the President informed the Council that the forum on minority issues would be held on 4 and 5 September 2008.

Expert mechanism on indigenous peoples

358.
At the 37th meeting on 26 March 2008, the President informed the Council that the expert mechanism on indigenous peoples would meet from 1 to 3 October 2008.

VI.  Universal periodic review
359.
At the resumed organizational meeting of the seventh session, held on 28 February 2008, the selection of the troika members for the universal periodic review was conducted in accordance with paragraph 18 (d) of Council resolution 5/1 (see annex VII).

VII.
Human rights situation in Palestine and other
occupied Arab territories
A.
Follow-up to Human Rights Council resolutions S-1/1,
S-1/3, S-3/1 and S-6/1

360.
At the 9th meeting, on 6 March 2008, the President of the Council and the High Commissioner for Human Rights reported on their efforts for the implementation of Council resolutions S-1/1 and S-3/1 and on the compliance of Israel, the occupying Power, with these two resolutions, as requested by the Council in its resolution 6/18 of 28 September 2007. The High Commissioner also reported on her efforts to implement resolutions S-1/3 and S-6/1. The representatives for Israel, Palestine and the Syrian Arab Republic made statements, as concerned countries or parties.

361.
During the ensuing general debate on the follow-up to Council resolutions S-1/1, S-3/1 and S-6/1 on item 7, at the 9th and 10th meetings on the same day, the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Bangladesh, China, Cuba (on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement), Djibouti, Egypt (also on behalf of the Group of African States), France, India, Indonesia, Italy, Malaysia, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Palestine3 (on behalf of the Group of Arab States), Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Ukraine), Sri Lanka, Switzerland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Argentina, Belarus, Iceland, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Norway, Sudan, Tunisia, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United States of America, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Yemen;


(c)
Observers for intergovernmental organizations: African Union, League of Arab States;


(d)
Observers for the following non-governmental organizations: Al-Haq, Law in the Service of Man (also on behalf of Adalah - Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel and the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights), Badil Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights, B’nai B’rith International (also on behalf of the Coordinating Board of Jewish Organizations), Comité international pour le respect et l’application de la Charte africaine des droits de l’homme et des peuples, Defence for Children International, Indian Movement Tupaj Amaru (also on behalf of the World Peace Council), International Association of Democratic Lawyers,  International Commission of Jurists, International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples, Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples, Union of Arab Jurists (also on behalf of the Arab Lawyers Union, the General Arab Women Federation and the International Organization for the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination), Nord-Sud XXI, United Nations Watch.

B.  Consideration and action on draft proposals

Human rights violations emanating from Israeli military attacks and incursions 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, particularly the recent ones in the occupied 
Gaza Strip

362.
At the 10th meeting, on 6 March 2008, the representative of Pakistan introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.1, sponsored by Pakistan (on behalf of States members of the Organization of the Islamic Conference that are members of the Council) and Palestine3 (on behalf of States members of the Group of Arab States that are members of the Council). Subsequently, Belarus, Cuba, Senegal, Sri Lanka and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) joined the sponsors.

363.
At the same meeting, the representative of Pakistan orally revised the draft resolution by modifying the second and fifth preambular paragraphs and by modifying operative paragraphs 2 and 3.

364.
Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representatives of Brazil (also on behalf of Argentina, Chile and Uruguay) and Jordan.

365.
A statement in connection with the draft resolution was made by the observers for Israel and Palestine, as concerned parties.

366.
Statements in explanation of vote before the vote were made by the representatives of Canada, the Netherlands, Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council) and Switzerland.

367.
A vote was taken by roll-call and the resolution was adopted, by 33 votes to 1, with 13 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Switzerland, Uruguay, Zambia;

Against:
Canada;

Abstaining:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cameroon, France, Germany, Guatemala, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovenia, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
368.
At the 11th meeting, on 7 March 2008, statements in explanation of vote after the vote were made by Brazil, Japan and Uruguay (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/1).
Right of the Palestinian people to self-determination

369.
At the 40th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Pakistan introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.3, sponsored by Palestine (on behalf of the Group of Arab States) and co‑sponsored by Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference). Subsequently, Belgium, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Cuba, Cyprus, France, Greece, Ireland, Luxembourg, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, Sweden and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) joined the sponsors.

370.
At the same meeting, the representative of Pakistan orally revised the draft resolution by modifying operative paragraph 1.

371.
The observers for Israel and Palestine, as the concerned countries, made statements in relation to the draft resolution.

372.
Statements in explanation of vote before the vote were made by the representatives of Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council).

373.
The draft resolution as orally revised was adopted without a vote.

374.
A statement in explanation of vote after the vote was made by the representative of Canada (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/17).

Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan

375.
At the 40th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference) introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.4, sponsored by Palestine (on behalf of the Group of Arab States) and co-sponsored by Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference). Subsequently, Cuba and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) joined the sponsors.

376.
At the same meeting, the representative of Pakistan orally revised the draft resolution by modifying the eighth preambular paragraph.

377.
The observers for Israel, Palestine and the Syrian Arab Republic, as the concerned countries, made statements in relation to the draft resolution.
378.
Statements in explanation of vote before the vote were made by the representatives of Canada and Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council).
379.
At the request of the representative of Canada, a recorded vote was taken on the draft resolution. The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted, by 46 votes to 1, with no abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, France, Gabon, Germany, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Slovenia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Zambia;

Against:
Canada.

380.
At the 43rd meeting, on 1 April 2008, a general comment was made by the representative of the United States of America on the resolutions under item 7 (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/18).

Human rights in the occupied Syrian Golan

381.
At the 41st meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representative of Pakistan (on behalf 
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference) introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.2, sponsored by Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference) and Palestine3 (on behalf of the Group of Arab States), and co-sponsored by Belarus, Cuba, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Lesotho and Zimbabwe. Subsequently, Bolivia, Nicaragua and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) joined the sponsors.

382.
At the same meeting, the representative of Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference) orally revised the draft resolution by modifying operative paragraph 5.

383.
The observers for Israel and the Syrian Arab Republic, as the concerned countries, made statements in relation to the draft resolution.
384.
Statements in explanation of vote before the vote were made by the representatives of Canada and Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council).
385.
At the request of the representative of Slovenia, a recorded vote was taken on the draft resolution. The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted, by 32 votes to 1, with 14 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Zambia;
Against:
Canada;

Abstaining:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cameroon, France, Germany, Guatemala, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

386.
At the 42nd meeting, on 28 March 2008, a statement in explanation of vote after the vote was made by Canada (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/30).
VIII.
Follow-up to and implementation of the Vienna Declaration
and Programme of Action
General debate on agenda item 8

387.
At the 35th meeting, on 25 March 2008, the Chairperson of the Commission on the Status of Women, Olivier Belle, made a statement concerning the fifty-second session of the Commission on the Status of Women, held from 25 February to 7 March 2008.

388.
At the 35th and 36th meetings on the same day, the Council held a general debate on item 8, during which the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Angola, Argentina4 (also on behalf of Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)), Bangladesh, Brazil, Cuba, Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States), France, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Peru, Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, Norway, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey and Ukraine), Switzerland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Australia, Belgium, Chile, Finland, Morocco, Portugal, Spain, United States of America;


(c)
Observers for national human rights institutions: Conseil consultatif des droits de l’homme du Maroc, International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights Institutions;


(d)
Observers for the following non-governmental organizations: Amnesty International, Asian Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Network (also on behalf of the Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum-Asia), the Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development, the Center for Organization Research and Education, France Libertés: Fondation Danielle Mitterand, the International Fellowship for Reconciliation, Pax Romana, People’s Solidarity for Participatory Democracy, Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples and the Society for Threatened Peoples), Association for World Education (also on behalf of the International Humanist and Ethical Union), European Region of the International Lesbian and Gay Association (also on behalf of the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network), Human Rights Watch, International Commission of Jurists, Interfaith International, International Federation of University Women, Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples, Reporters Without Borders, Society for Threatened Peoples.

389.
At the 36th meeting, on 25 March 2008, a statement in exercise of the right of reply was made by the representative of China.

IX.
Racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related
forms of intolerance, follow-up to and implementation
of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action
A.  Interactive dialogue with special procedures

Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance

390.
At the 31st meeting, on 19 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, Doudou Diène, presented his report (A/HRC/7/19, Corr.1 and Add.1-6).

391.
At the same meeting, the independent expert on minority issues, Gay McDougall, made a statement on the joint mission to the Dominican Republic conducted with the Special Rapporteur.

392.
At the same meeting, the representatives of the Dominican Republic, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Mauritania made statements, as concerned countries.

393.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur at the same meeting, on 19 March 2008, the following made statements and asked questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Bangladesh, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba (on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement), Djibouti, Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States), France, India, Indonesia, Italy, Palestine3 (on behalf of the Group of Arab States), Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference), Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), Uruguay;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Chile, Haiti, Israel, Morocco, Nepal;


(c)
Observer for: Holy See;


(d)
Observers for national human rights institutions: National Consultative Commission on Human Rights of France, National Human Rights Commission of India;


(e)
Observers for the following non-governmental organizations: Action internationale pour la paix et le développement dans la région des Grands Lacs, Association of World Citizens, Baha’i International Community, B’nai B’rith International (also on behalf of the Coordinating Board of Jewish Organizations and United Nations Watch), European Union of Jewish Students, International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism, Organization for Defending Victims of Violence, World Jewish Congress.

394.
At the same meeting, on 19 March 2008, the Special Rapporteur and the independent expert answered questions and made their concluding remarks.

395.
At the 33rd meeting, on the same day, statements in exercise of the right of reply were made by the representatives of the Dominican Republic, Israel and Lithuania.

Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent

396.
At the 31st meeting, on 19 March 2008, the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the 
Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent, Peter Kasanda, presented his report (A/HRC/7/36).

397.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue with the Chairperson-Rapporteur at the same meeting, the following made statements and asked questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Brazil, China, Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States), Republic of Korea;


(b)
Observer for the State: Algeria;


(c)
Observer for the following non-governmental organization: Association of World Citizens.

398.
At the same meeting, on 19 March 2008, the Chairperson-Rapporteur answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

B.
Reports presented under agenda item 9 and general debate
on that item

Report prepared by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

399.
At the 21st meeting, on 13 March 2008, the Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights introduced reports of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights submitted under agenda item 9.

Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action and elaboration of Complementary Standards

400.
At the 31st meeting, on 19 March 2008, Dayan Jayatilleka, in his capacity as Chairperson‑Rapporteur of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, presented an oral report on the sixth session of the Intergovernmental Working Group, held from 21 January 
to 1 February 2008.

401.
At the 32nd meeting, on 19 March 2008, Idriss Jazaïry, in his capacity as Chairperson‑Rapporteur of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of Complementary Standards, presented an oral report on the first session of the Ad Hoc Committee, held from 11 to 22 February 2008.

General debate

402.
At its 37th meeting, on 26 March 2008, the Council held a general debate on the above‑mentioned reports and on item 9, during which the following made statements:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Azerbaijan, Brazil, China, Cuba, Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States), Nigeria, Russian Federation, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union, Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Liechtenstein, Moldova, Montenegro, Serbia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Ukraine), Switzerland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Armenia, Finland, Iran (Islamic Republic of) and Syrian Arab Republic;


(c)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: African Commission of Health and Human Rights Promoters, Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum-Asia) (also on behalf of the Association of World Citizens and International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism), Association for World Education, Association of World Citizens, B’nai B’rith International (also on behalf of the Coordinating Board of Jewish Organizations), Comité international pour le respect et l’application de la Charte africaine des droits de l’homme et des peuples, Consultative Council of Jewish Organizations, Franciscans International, Indian Council of South America (also on behalf of Action internationale pour la paix et le développement dans la région des Grands Lacs, Interfaith International, International Educational Development Inc., the International Human Rights Association of American Minorities, the International NGO Forum on Indonesian Development, the International Organization of Indigenous Resource Development, the Union of Arab Jurists and the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom), Interfaith International, International Humanist and Ethical Union (also on behalf of the Association for World Education), International Islamic Federation of Student Organization, Liberation, Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples, Nord-Sud XXI, Society for Threatened Peoples, UNESCO Centre Basque Country (UNESCO ETXEA), World Union for Progressive Judaism.

403.
At the same meeting, on 26 March 2008, Mr. Jayatilleka and Mr. Jazaïry answered questions and made their concluding remarks.

404.
At the same meeting, statements in exercise of the right of reply were made by the representatives of Algeria and Morocco. Second statements in exercise of the right of reply in connection with the statements made in exercise of the right of reply were made by the representatives of Algeria and Morocco.

C.  Consideration and action on draft proposals

Combating defamation of religions

405.
At the 40th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference) introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.15, sponsored by Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference).

406.
Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representatives of Saudi Arabia.

407.
At the request of the representative of India and Slovenia, a recorded vote was taken on the draft resolution. The draft resolution was adopted, by 21 votes to 10, with 14 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Indonesia, Jordan, Malaysia, Mali, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka;

Against:
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Romania, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;

Abstaining:
Bolivia, Brazil, Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Japan, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mexico, Peru, Republic of Korea, Uruguay, Zambia.

408.
Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representatives of Brazil and Nigeria (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/19).

From rhetoric to reality:  a global call for concrete action against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance

409.
At the 42nd meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representative of Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States) introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.14, sponsored by Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States). Subsequently, Belarus, Guinea, Indonesia and Nicaragua joined the sponsors.

410.
At the same meeting, the representative of Egypt (on behalf of the Group of
African States) orally revised the draft resolution by deleting the second and third preambular paragraphs, deleting operative paragraph 1 and replacing it with a new paragraph, modifying operative paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7, and inserting a new paragraph after operative paragraph 3.

411.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implication of the draft resolution.

412.
Statements in explanation of vote before the vote were made by the representatives of Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council).

413.
At the request of the representative of Slovenia (on behalf of members of the European Union), a recorded vote was taken on the draft resolution. The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted, by 34 votes, with 13 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Zambia;

Abstaining:
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, France, Germany, Japan, Italy, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Romania, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

414.
A statement in explanation of vote after the vote was made by Brazil (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/33).

Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance

415.
At the 42nd meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representative of Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States) introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.18, sponsored by Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States) and co-sponsored by Bolivia and Cuba. Subsequently, Brazil, Colombia, Guinea, Haiti, Indonesia, Mexico, Nicaragua and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) joined the sponsors.

416.
At the same meeting, the representative of Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States) orally revised the draft resolution by modifying the fourth and fifth preambular paragraphs and operative paragraphs 1, 2, 5 and subparagraphs 2 (a), (c), (d), (g), (j), (l), (m), (n) and 3 (d); and inserting new subparagraphs 2 (f) and (g) after subparagraphs 2 (f) and (g) respectively, deleting subparagraphs 2 (h) and (i) and replacing them with new text, deleting subparagraph 3 (e) and adding a new operative paragraph after operative paragraph 3.

417.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).

418.
Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representatives of India, Pakistan (on behalf of States members of the Organization of the Islamic Conference that are members of the Council), Slovenia (on behalf of States members of the European Union that are members of the Council) and Switzerland.

419.
The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted without a vote (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/34).

X.  Technical assistance and capacity-building
A.  Interactive dialogue with special procedures

Democratic Republic of the Congo

420.
At the 32nd meeting, on 19 March 2008, the independent expert on the situation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Titinga Frédéric Pacéré, presented his report (A/HRC/7/25).

421.
The observer for the Democratic Republic of the Congo, as the concerned country, made a statement on the report.

422.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the same meeting, the following made statements and asked the independent expert questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Canada, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union);


(b)
Observers for the following States: Algeria, Belgium, Tunisia, United States of America;


(c)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: International Commission of Jurists, Pax Romana.

423.
At the same meeting, the independent expert answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

Cambodia

424.
At the 33rd meeting, on 19 March 2008, the Special Representative of the Secretary‑General for human rights in Cambodia, Yash Ghai, presented his report (A/HRC/7/42).

425.
The observer for Cambodia, as the concerned country, made a statement on the report.

426.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the same meeting, the following made statements and asked the Special Representative questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Japan, Malaysia, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Sweden, United States of America;


(c)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Amnesty International, International Federation of Human Rights Leagues (also on behalf of Human Rights Watch).

427.
At the same meeting, the Special Representative answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

Liberia

428.
At the 33rd meeting, on 19 March 2008, the independent expert on technical cooperation and advisory services in Liberia, Charlotte Abaka, presented her report (A/HRC/7/67).

429.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, the following made statements and asked the independent expert questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States), Ghana, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union);


(b)
Observer for the State: United States of America.

430.
At the same meeting, the independent expert answered questions and made her concluding remarks.

Somalia

431.
At the 34th meeting, on 20 March 2008, the independent expert on the situation of human rights in Somalia, Ghanim Alnajjar, presented his report (A/HRC/7/26).

432.
During the ensuing interactive dialogue, at the same meeting, the following made statements and asked the independent expert questions:


(a)
Representatives of States members of the Council: Canada, Djibouti, Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States), Italy, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union), United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;


(b)
Observers for the following States: Ethiopia, Kenya, New Zealand, Sweden, United States of America, Yemen;


(c)
Observers for non-governmental organizations: Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch.

433.
At the same meeting, the independent expert answered questions and made his concluding remarks.

B.
Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation in the Field
of Human Rights

434.
At the 33rd meeting, on 19 March 2008, a member of the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human Rights, William Schabas, presented the report of the Secretary-General on advisory services and technical cooperation in the field of human rights (A/HRC/7/74).

C.  General debate on agenda item 10

435.
At the 37th meeting, on 26 March 2008, the Council held a general debate on item 10, during which the following made statements:


(a)
Representative of a State member of the Council: Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union, Albania, Croatia, Montenegro, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Ukraine);


(b)
Observers for the following States: New Zealand, Norway, Sweden;


(c)
Observer for a non-governmental organization: Comisión Jurídica Para el Autodesarollo de Los Pueblos Originarios Andinos (CAPAJ).

436.
At the same meeting, on 26 March 2008, a statement in exercise of the right of reply was made by the representative of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

D.  Consideration and action on draft proposals

Technical cooperation and advisory services in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

437.
At the 40th meeting, on 27 March 2008, the representative of Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States) introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.13, sponsored by Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States).

438.
At the same meeting, the representative of Egypt orally revised the draft resolution by modifying the third, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth preambular paragraphs and operative paragraphs 5, 6, 7, 8, deleting operative paragraph 2 and replacing it with a new operative paragraph 2, and inserting a new paragraph after operative paragraph 6.

439.
Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representatives of Canada, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union) and Switzerland.

440.
The observer for the Democratic Republic of the Congo, as the concerned country, made a statement in relation to the draft resolution.

441.
The draft resolution as orally revised was adopted without a vote (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/20).

Assistance to Somalia in the field of human rights

442.
At the 42nd meeting, on 28 March 2008, the representative of Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States) introduced draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.19, sponsored by Egypt (on behalf of the African Group). Subsequently, Austria, Canada, Côte d’Ivoire, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Finland, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, Norway, Portugal, Slovenia, Serbia, Spain, Switzerland, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America joined the sponsors.

443.
At the same meeting, the representative of Egypt (on behalf of the Group of African States) orally revised the draft resolution by modifying the eleventh preambular paragraph and operative paragraphs 4, 7 and 10, inserting a new fifth preambular paragraph  and deleting operative paragraph 6.

444.
In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the attention of the Council was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the draft resolution (see annex II).

445.
A statement in connection with the draft resolution was made by the representative of Canada.

446.
The observer for Somalia, as the concerned country, made a statement in relation to the draft resolution.

447.
The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted without a vote.

448.
A statement in explanation of vote after the vote was made by the representative of Japan (for the text as adopted, see part one, chapter I, resolution 7/35).
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Annex II

Administrative and programme budget implications of
Council resolutions adopted at the seventh session
7/4.
Mandate of the independent expert on the effects of foreign
debt and other related international financial obligations of
States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly
economic, social and cultural rights

1.
Under the terms of paragraphs 2, 3, 7 and 9 of its resolution 7/4, the Council:


(a)
Decided to redefine the mandate of that special thematic procedure and rename it “independent expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights”;

(b)
Also decided that the mandate of the independent expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights, would be extended for a period of three years;

(c)
Requested the Secretary-General to provide the independent expert with all necessary assistance, in particular the staff and resources required to carry out his/her functions, and to facilitate his/her participation in and contribution to the follow-up process of the International Conference on Financing for Development;


(d)
Requested the independent expert to present an analytical report on the implementation of the present resolution to the Council in 2009, in accordance with its annual programme of work, and to present a progress report on this issue to the General Assembly at its sixty-third session.
2.
Pursuant to the adoption of resolution 7/4 by the Council, a total amount of $61,900 per annum or $123,800 per biennium will be required to cover the cost of travel and daily subsistence allowance for the independent expert and staff to accompany the independent expert during field missions as follows:


(a)
Travel of the independent expert for consultations/to attend the annual meeting of special procedures, to present a report to the Council, to present the report to the General Assembly as well as for two field missions per year ($45,900 per annum);

(b)
Travel of staff to accompany the independent expert during field missions
($8,800 per annum);


(c)
Local transportation, security, communication and other miscellaneous expenses during field missions ($7,200 per annum).

3.
The requirements to implement the activities for the mandate of the independent expert have been included under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009. Since the period for renewal of the mandate extends into the biennium 2010-2011, the requirements for that period will be considered in the context of the preparation of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2010-2011. No additional appropriations will be required as a result of the adoption of the resolution.
4.
With regard to operative paragraph 7, attention is drawn to the provisions of section VI of General Assembly resolution 45/248 B, and subsequent resolutions, the most recent of which is resolution 62/236, in which the Assembly reaffirmed that the Fifth Committee was the appropriate Main Committee of the Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters, and reaffirmed the role of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.
7/5.
Mandate of the independent expert on human rights and
international solidarity

5.
Under the terms of paragraphs 1, 1 (f) and 2 of its resolution 7/5, the Council:


(a)
Decided to extend the mandate of the independent expert on human rights and international solidarity for a period of three years;

(b)
Also decided to continue participating and contributing to relevant international conferences and events with the aim of promoting the realization of the right of peoples and individuals to international solidarity;


(c)
Requested all States, United Nations agencies, other relevant international organizations and non-governmental organizations to mainstream the right of peoples and individuals to international solidarity in their activities, and to cooperate with the independent expert in his/her mandate, to supply all necessary information requested by him/her and to give serious consideration to responding favourably to the requests of the independent expert to visit their countries, to enable him/her to fulfil his/her mandate effectively.
6.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total amount of $56,900 per year will be required to implement the activities called for in paragraphs 1, 1 (f) and 2 as follows:


(a)
Travel of the independent expert for consultations/to attend the annual meeting of special procedures and to present a report to the Council and for two field missions per year ($39,900);

(b)
Travel of staff to accompany the independent expert during field missions ($9,800);


(c)
Local transportation, security, communication and other miscellaneous expenses during field missions ($7,200).
7.
The requirements to implement the activities for the mandate of the independent expert have been included under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the 

biennium 2008-2009. Since the period for renewal of the mandate extends into the biennium 2010-2011, the requirements for that period will be considered in the context of the preparation of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2010-2011. No additional appropriations will be required as a result of the adoption of the resolution.
7/6.  Mandate of the independent expert on minority issues
8.
Under the terms of paragraphs 3, 3 (g), and 5 of its resolution 7/6, the Council:


(a)
Decided to extend the mandate of the independent expert on minority issues for a period of three years;

(b)
Requested the independent expert to submit annual reports on his/her activities to the Council, including recommendations for effective strategies for the better implementation of the rights of persons belonging to minorities;

(c)
Requested the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide all the necessary human, technical and financial assistance for the effective fulfilment of the mandate of the independent expert.

9.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total amount of $58,800 per annum or $117,600 per biennium will be required to implement the activities, arising from the terms of the resolution as follows:


(a)
Travel of the independent expert for three trips to Geneva per year (each for five days) for consultations/to attend the annual meeting of special procedures and to present a report to the Council and for two field missions per year of an estimated duration of 10 days each ($42,800 per annum);


(b)
Travel of staff to accompany the independent expert during field missions ($8,800 per annum);


(c)
Local transportation, security, communication and other miscellaneous expenses during field missions ($7,200 per annum).

10.
The requirements to implement the activities for the mandate of the independent expert have been included under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009. Since the period for renewal of the mandate extends into the biennium 2010-2011, the requirements for that period will be considered in the context of the preparation of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2010-2011. No additional appropriations will be required as a result of the adoption of the resolution.
11.
With regard to paragraph 5, attention is drawn to the provisions of section VI of General Assembly resolution 45/248 B, and subsequent resolutions, the most recent of which is resolution 62/236, in which the Assembly reaffirmed that the Fifth Committee was the 

appropriate Main Committee of the Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters and reaffirmed the role of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.
7/8.
Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights defenders
12.
Under the terms of paragraphs 2, 2 (g) and 5 of its resolution 7/8, the Council:


(a)
Decided to extend the special procedure on the situation of human rights defenders as a Special Rapporteur for a period of three years;


(b)
Requested the Special Rapporteur to report regularly to the Council and the General Assembly;


(c)
Requested the Secretary-General and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide all the necessary assistance to the Special Rapporteur for the effective fulfilment of his/her mandate.

13.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total amount of $60,300 per annum or $120,600 per biennium will be required to implement the activities, arising from the terms of the resolution as follows:


(a)
Travel of the Special Rapporteur to attend the annual meeting of special procedures, to present a report to the Council, to present the report to the General Assembly as well as for two field missions per year ($44,300 per annum);


(b)
Travel of staff to accompany the Special Rapporteur during field missions ($8,800 per annum);


(c)
Local transportation, security, communication and other miscellaneous expenses during field missions ($7,200 per annum).

14.
The requirements to implement the activities for the mandate of the Special Rapporteur have been included under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009. Since the period for renewal of the mandate extends into the biennium 2010-2011, the requirements for that period will be considered in the context of the preparation of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2010-2011. No additional appropriations will be required as a result of the adoption of the resolution.
15.
With regard to paragraph 5, attention is drawn to the provisions of section VI of General Assembly resolution 45/248 B, and subsequent resolutions, the most recent of which is resolution 62/236, in which the Assembly reaffirmed that the Fifth Committee was the appropriate Main Committee of the Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters and reaffirmed the role of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.

7/9.  Human rights of persons with disabilities
16.
Under the terms of paragraph 18 of its resolution 7/9, the Council will invite the Special Rapporteur on disability of the Commission for Social Development to continue cooperating with the Council and to address it on activities undertaken pursuant to his/her mandate, in accordance with the Council’s programme of work.

17.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, an additional amount of $6,000 per year will be required for travel of the Special Rapporteur to address the Council, as called for in paragraph 18.

18.
No provisions have been made under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009, to cover the travel of the Special Rapporteur. The requirements are however proposed to be covered from within available resources. No additional appropriations will be required as a result of the adoption of the resolution.

7/11.
The role of good governance in the promotion and protection
of human rights
19.
Under the terms of paragraph 3 of its resolution 7/11, the Council requested the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to prepare a publication on anti-corruption, good governance and human rights, drawing on the results of the Warsaw conference.

20.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total amount of $123,200 will be required to provide for translation ($5,000), design and layout ($8,000) and printing of the publication ($90,000).

21.
It is anticipated that the above activity would be a joint activity, with the majority of costs for drafting and production of the publication to be funded by an outside institution. The contribution of OHCHR to this activity will be funded from extrabudgetary resources, and thus no additional appropriation will be required in respect of the activity under the regular budget for section 23, Human Rights, for the biennium 2008-2009.
7/12.  Enforced or involuntary disappearances
22.
Under the terms of paragraphs 2, 2 (j), 10 (a) and 10 (b) of its resolution 7/12, the 
Council:


(a)
Decided to extend the mandate of the Working Group for a further period of three years;


(b)
Requested the Working Group to present a regular report on the implementation of its mandate to the Council, in accordance with its annual programme of work;

(c)
Requested the Secretary-General to continue to ensure that the Working Group received all the assistance and resources it required to perform its functions, including supporting the principles of the Declaration, carrying out and following up on missions and holding sessions in countries that were prepared to receive it;


(d)
Also requested the Secretary-General to provide the resources needed to update the database on cases of enforced disappearances.

23.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total amount of $264,500 per annum or $529,000 per biennium will be required to implement the activities, arising from the terms of the resolution as follows:


(a)
Travel of the Working Group for meetings in Geneva and for two field missions ($191,400 per annum);


(b)
Travel of the Chairman of the Working Group to present a report to the Council and participate in the annual meeting of special procedures ($17,300 per annum);


(c)
Travel of staff to accompany the Working Group during field missions ($24,600 per annum);


(d)
Local transportation, security, communication and other miscellaneous expenses during field missions ($7,200 per annum);


(e)
Staff costs at the general service (other level) for three months to update the database on cases of enforced disappearances ($24,000 per annum).

24.
The requirements to implement the activities for the mandate of the Working Group have been included under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009. Since the period for renewal of the mandate extends into the biennium 2010-2011, the requirements for that period will be considered in the context of the preparation of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2010-2011. No additional appropriations will be required as a result of the adoption of the resolution.
25.
With regard to paragraph 10 (a), attention is drawn to the provisions of section VI of General Assembly resolution 45/248 B, and subsequent resolutions, the most recent of which is resolution 62/236, in which the Assembly reaffirmed that the Fifth Committee was the appropriate Main Committee of the Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters and reaffirmed the role of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.
7/13.
Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography
26.
Under the terms of paragraphs 2, 2 (i), and 5 of its resolution 7/13, the Council:

(a)
Decided to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for a period of three years;


(b)
Requested the Special Rapporteur to submit a report on the implementation of his/her mandate to the Council, in accordance with its annual programme of work;


(c)
Requested the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide all the necessary human, technical and financial assistance to the Special Rapporteur for the effective fulfilment of his/her mandate.

27.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total amount of $59,800 per annum or $119,600 per biennium will be required to implement the activities, arising from the terms of the resolution as follows:


(a)
Travel of the Special Rapporteur for consultations/to attend the annual meeting of special procedures and to present a report to the Council, as well as for two field missions ($42,800 per annum);


(b)
Travel of staff to accompany the Special Rapporteur during field missions ($9,800 per annum);


(c)
Local transportation, security, communications and other miscellaneous expenses during field missions ($7,200 per annum).
28.
The requirements to implement the activities for the mandate of the Special Rapporteur have been included under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009. Since the period for renewal of the mandate extends into the biennium 2010-2011, the requirements for that period will be considered in the context of the preparation of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2010-2011. No additional appropriations will be required as a result of the adoption of the resolution.
29.
With regard to paragraph 5, attention is drawn to the provisions of section VI of General Assembly resolution 45/248 B, and subsequent resolutions, the most recent of which is resolution 62/236, in which the Assembly reaffirmed that the Fifth Committee was the appropriate Main Committee of the Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters and reaffirmed the role of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.

7/14.  The right to food
30.
Under the terms of paragraph 37 of its resolution 7/14, the Council decided to convene a panel discussion on the realization of the right to food in the period of its main session 
of 2009.

31.
In view of the terms of paragraph 37 of the resolution, the conference servicing costs of the panel are expected to be met within the conference servicing entitlements of the Council approved for the 2008-2009 biennium under section 2, General Assembly and Economic and Social Council Affairs, and section 28 E, Administration - Geneva.
32.
However, pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total additional amount of $28,600 will be required under section 23, Human Rights, to cover the travel cost of the expert participation in the panel discussion. Although it is anticipated that an additional amount of $28,600 would be required for the biennium 2008-2009, under section 23, additional resources are not requested at this time, as the Secretariat will, to the extent possible, absorb the additional requirements within the appropriations for section 23, Human Rights, for the biennium 2008-2009.

7/15.
Situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea

33.
Under the terms of paragraphs 2, 6 and 7 of its resolution 7/15, the Council:


(a)
Decided to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur, in accordance with Commission on Human Rights resolutions 2004/13 and 2005/11, for a period of one year;

(b)
Requested the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur with all necessary assistance and adequate staffing to carry out his mandate effectively and to ensure that the mechanism works with the support of OHCHR;

(c)
Invited the Special Rapporteur to submit regular reports on the implementation of his mandate to the Council and the General Assembly.

34.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total amount of $62,300 per annum or $124,600 per biennium will be required to implement the activities, arising from the terms of the resolution as follows:


(a)
Travel of the Special Rapporteur for three trips to Geneva per year (each for five days) for consultations/to attend the annual meeting of special procedures and to present a report to the Council and for two field missions per year, of an estimated duration of 10 days each ($44,000 per annum);

(b)
Travel of staff to accompany the Special Rapporteur during field missions ($11,100 per annum);


(c)
Local transportation, security, communications and other miscellaneous expenses during field missions ($7,200 per annum).

35.
The requirements to implement the activities for the mandate of the Special Rapporteur have been included under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009. No additional appropriations will be required as a result of the adoption of the resolution.
36.
With regard to paragraph 6, attention is drawn to the provisions of section VI of General Assembly resolution 45/248 B, and subsequent resolutions, the most recent of which is resolution 62/236, in which the Assembly reaffirmed that the Fifth Committee was the 

appropriate Main Committee of the Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters and reaffirmed the role of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.
7/21.
Mandate of the Working Group on the use of mercenaries
as a means of violating human rights and impeding the
exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination
37.
Under the terms of paragraphs 2, 3, 7, 9 and 10 of its resolution 7/21, the Council:

(a)
Decided to extend the mandate of the Working Group for a period of three years;


(b)
Also decided to authorize the Working Group to hold three sessions per year of five working days each, two in Geneva and one in New York, in fulfilment of the mandate outlined in its resolution;


(c)
Requested OHCHR to inform the Council, in a timely manner, of the dates and places for the convening of the other regional governmental consultations on this matter, in conformity with paragraph 15 of General Assembly resolution 62/145, bearing in mind that this process may lead to the holding of a high-level round table of States, under the auspices of the United Nations, to discuss the fundamental question of the role of the State as holder of the monopoly of the use of force, with the objective of facilitating a critical understanding of the responsibilities of the different actors, including private military and security companies, in the current context, and their respective obligations for the protection and promotion of human rights and in reaching a common understanding as to which additional regulations and controls were needed at the international level;

(d)
Requested the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide the Working Group with all the necessary assistance and support for the fulfilment of its mandate, both professional and financial, including through the promotion of cooperation between the Working Group and other components of the United Nations system that deal with countering mercenary-related activities, in order to meet the demands of its current and future activities;


(e)
Requested the Working Group to consult States, intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations and other relevant actors of civil society in the implementation of the resolution and to report its findings on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination to the General Assembly at its sixty-third session and to the Council in 2009, in accordance with its annual programme of work.
38.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, the total cost to implement the activities called for in the resolution is estimated at $656,300 per annum or $1,312,600 per biennium, as reflected in the table below.
Table 1

	
	Requirements per annum
$
	Requirements per biennium
$

	Section 2, General Assembly and Economic and Social 
  Council affairs and conference management 
  (conference servicing)
	
	

	  (a)  Geneva
	211 700
	423 400

	  (b)  New York
	132 700
	265 400

	
Subtotal, section 2
	344 400
	688 800

	Section 23, Human Rights
	
	

	  (a)  Travel of representatives and staff and general operating expenses
	189 700
	379 400

	  (b)  Regional consultation and consultancy
	104 600
	209 200

	
Subtotal, section 23
	294 300
	588 600

	Section 28 D Office of Central Support Services 
  (conference servicing)
	9 800
	19 600

	Section 28 E, Administration, Geneva 
  (conference servicing)
	7 800
	15 600

	
Grand total
	656 300
	1 312 600


39.
Resource requirements estimated at $646,900, representing almost half of the total requirements as indicated above, have been provided in the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009, to implement some of the activities called for in the resolution, as follows:
	Section 2, General Assembly and Economic and Social 
  Council affairs and conference management
	$211 700

	Section 23, Human Rights
	$427 400

	Section 28 E, Administration, Geneva
	$     7 800

	
Total
	$646 900


40.
The balance of the resource requirements estimated at $665,700 to implement the remaining activities called for in the resolution is as follows:

	Section 2, General Assembly and Economic and Social 
  Council affairs and conference management
	$477 100

	Section 23, Human Rights
	$161 200

	Section 28 D Office of Central Support Services
	$  19 600

	Section 28 E, Administration, Geneva
	$    7 800

	
Total
	$665 700


41.
Although it is anticipated that an additional amount of $665,700 will be required under sections 2, 23, 28 D and 28 E of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009, a preliminary review leads the Secretariat to assume that some absorption of the estimated 

requirements is possible. The Secretariat will seek to identify areas from which resources can be redeployed to meet the requirements in the biennium 2008-2009. At the time the General Assembly reviews the question of the revised estimates resulting from decisions taken by the Human Rights Council at its seventh session, it is anticipated that the Secretariat would be in a position to inform the General Assembly on how to meet the additional requirements.

42.
Since the period for renewal of the mandate extends into the biennium 2010-2011, the requirements for that period will be considered in the context of the preparation of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2010-2011.
43.
With regard to paragraph 9, attention is also drawn to the provisions of section VI of General Assembly resolution 45/248 B of 21 December 1990, and subsequent resolutions, the most recent of which is resolution 62/236 of 22 December 2007, in which the Assembly reaffirmed that the Fifth Committee is the appropriate Main Committee of the Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters and reaffirmed the role of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.
7/22.  Human rights and access to safe drinking water and sanitation

44.
Under the terms of paragraph 2, subparagraphs 2 (a), (b), (c), (e), (f) and paragraph 3 of its resolution 7/22, the Council:


(a)
Decided to appoint, for a period of three years, an independent expert on the issue of human rights obligations related to access to safe drinking water and sanitation, whose tasks would be:
(i) To develop a dialogue with Governments, the relevant United Nations bodies, the private sector, local authorities, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations as well as academic institutions, to identify, promote and exchange on best practices related to access to safe drinking water and sanitation, and, in that regard, to prepare a compendium of best practices;

(ii) To advance the work by undertaking a study, in cooperation with and reflecting the views of Governments and relevant United Nations bodies, and in further cooperation with the private sector, local authorities, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations and academic institutions, on the further clarification of the content of human rights obligations, including non‑discrimination obligations, in relation to access to safe drinking water and sanitation;
(iii) To make recommendations that could help the realization of the Millennium Development Goals, in particular of Goal 7;
To work in close coordination, while avoiding unnecessary duplication, with other special procedures and subsidiary organs of the Council, relevant 

(iv) United Nations bodies and the treaty bodies, and taking into account the views of other stakeholders, including relevant regional human rights mechanisms, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations and academic institutions;
(v) To submit a report, including conclusions and recommendations, to the Council at its tenth session;

(b)
Requested the High Commissioner for Human Rights to ensure that the independent expert received the necessary resources to enable him/her to discharge the mandate fully.
45.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, it is anticipated that the following resource requirements will be required to implement the above-mentioned activities:

Table 2

	
	2008
	2009
	2010

	
	United States dollars

	Section 2, General Assembly and Economic and Social 
Council Affairs
	
	
	

	  Conference services for two-day meeting
	43 000
	43 000
	43 000

	Section 23, Human Rights
	
	
	

	  P-3 level
	150 200
	150 200
	150 200

	  Consultants services for two months each year
	10 000
	10 000
	10 000

	  Travel of the independent expert to present his report 
  to the Council, attend the annual consultation meeting, 
  attend the annual meeting of special procedures and hold 
  consultations to formulate recommendations concerning 
  the realization of the Millennium Development Goals
	31 900
	31 900
	31 900

	  Travel of the independent expert for two field missions 
  per year
	
	16 700
	16 700

	  Travel of staff to accompany the independent expert 
  during field missions
	
	9 800
	9 800

	  Local transportation, security, communications and other 
  miscellaneous expenses during field missions
	
	7 200
	7 200

	  Travel of one treaty body member or special procedure 
  mandate-holder to participate in one annual consultation
	7 000
	7 000
	7 000

	  Travel of five experts for one annual consultation
	35 000
	35 000
	35 000

	
Total section 23
	234 100
	267 800
	267 800

	Section 28 E Administration, Geneva
	
	
	

	  Conference services for two-day meeting
	1 700
	1 700
	1 700

	
Grand total
	278 800
	312 500
	312 500


46.
Provisions have not been made under sections 2, 23 and 28 E of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009 for the activities outlined in the table above. Although additional requirements of $278,800 for 2008 and $312,500 for 2009 will be required under sections 2, 23, and 28 E for the biennium 2008-2009, as a result of the adoption of the resolution, a preliminary review leads the Secretariat to assume that some absorption of the estimated requirements is possible. The Secretariat will seek to identify areas from which resources can be redeployed to meet the requirements in the biennium 2008-2009. At the time the General Assembly reviews the question of the revised estimates resulting from decisions made by the Council at its seventh session, it is anticipated that the Secretariat would be in a position to inform the Assembly on how the additional requirements could be met.
47.
Since the period for the renewal of the mandate extends into the biennium 2010-2011, the requirements for 2010 will be considered in the context of the preparation of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2010-2011.
48.
With regard to paragraph 3, attention is drawn to the provisions of section VI of General Assembly resolution 45/248 B, and subsequent resolutions, the most recent of which is resolution 62/236, in which the Assembly reaffirmed that the Fifth Committee was the appropriate Main Committee of the Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters and reaffirmed the role of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.

7/24.  Elimination of violence against women

49.
Under the terms of paragraphs 5, 7, 11 and 12 of its resolution 7/24, the Council:


(a)
Decided to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, for a period of three years;


(b)
Requested the Special Rapporteur to report to the Council in accordance with its annual programme of work;

(c)
Requested the Secretary-General to continue to provide the Special Rapporteur with all necessary assistance for the effective fulfilment of his/her mandate, in particular staff and resources, including to carry out and follow up on missions;


(d)
Also requested the Secretary-General to ensure that the reports of the Special Rapporteur were brought to the attention of the Commission on the Status of Women, the General Assembly and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and requested the Special Rapporteur to present an oral report annually to the Commission on the Status of Women and to the General Assembly.
50.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total amount of $68,200 per year will be required to implement the activities called for in paragraphs 4, 5 (d) and 10 as follows:


(a)
Travel of the Special Rapporteur for consultations/to attend the annual meeting of special procedures and to present a report to the Council, to present the report to the General Assembly and to report to the Commission on the Status of Women, as well as for two field missions per year ($51,200);

(b)
Travel of staff to accompany the Special Rapporteur during field missions ($9,800);


(c)
Local transportation, security, communications and other miscellaneous expenses during field missions ($7,200).
51.
The requirements to implement the activities for the mandate of the independent expert have been included under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009. Since the period for renewal of the mandate extends into the biennium 2010-2011, the requirements for that period will be considered in the context of the preparation of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2010-2011. No additional appropriations will be required as a result of the adoption of the resolution.
52.
With regard to paragraph 11, attention is drawn to the provisions of section VI of General Assembly resolution 45/248 B, in which the Assembly reaffirmed that the Fifth Committee was the appropriate Main Committee of the Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters and reaffirmed the role of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.
7/25.  Prevention of genocide

53.
Under the terms of paragraphs 17 and 18 of its resolution 7/25, the Council:


(a)
Invited the High Commissioner for Human Rights, as part of the commemorative events, and as an important contribution to developing preventive strategies and institutions and supporting the activities of the Special Adviser, to organize, within existing resources, a seminar on the prevention of genocide, with the participation of States, relevant United Nations and other international and regional organizations, non-governmental organizations, civil society and academic and research bodies, and to publish a paper on the outcome of the seminar;


(b)
Invited the Special Adviser to an interactive dialogue with the Council at its tenth session on the progress made in discharging his duties.
54.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total amount of $253,100 will be required under the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009 for (a) Section 23; (i) consultancy to prepare and present short papers and to draft the report consolidating the analysis of the short papers and the seminar discussion ($88,700); and (ii) travel of the Special Adviser ($6,100); (b) Section 2; conference services for a two-day seminar in 2008 ($156,600); and (c) Section 28 E, conference services ($1,700), as follows:
	Section 2, General Assembly and Economic and Social 
  Council affairs and conference management
	$156 600

	Section 23, Human Rights
	$    4 800

	Section 28 E, Administration, Geneva
	$    1 700

	
Total
	$253 100


55.
Provisions have not been made under sections 2, 23 and 28 E of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009 for the activities envisaged by paragraph 18. No additional resources are currently envisaged as the Secretariat will, to the extent possible, absorb the additional requirements of $253,100 outlined above, within the appropriations under sections 2, 23, and 28 E for the biennium 2008-2009.
56.
With regard to paragraph 17, attention is also drawn to the provisions of section VI of General Assembly resolution 45/248 B, and subsequent resolutions, the most recent of which is resolution 62/236, in which the Assembly reaffirmed that the Fifth Committee was the appropriate Main Committee of the Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters and reaffirmed the role of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.

7/27.  Human rights and extreme poverty

57.
Under the terms of subparagraphs 4 (a) and (b) of its resolution 7/27, the Council invited OHCHR:

(a)
To further consult the relevant stakeholders mentioned in paragraph 3 of the resolution and allow them to also comment on the report of the High Commissioner (A/HRC/7/32), including through the organization of a three-day seminar on the draft guiding principles before March 2009;


(b)
To submit a report to the Council, no later than its last session of 2009, to allow the Council to make a decision on the way forward with a view to adopting guiding principles on the rights of persons living under extreme poverty.
58.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total amount of $141,300 will be required under the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009 for (a) travel of 12 experts, and (b) conference services to be provided to organize a three-day seminar in 2009, as follows:
	Section 2, General Assembly and Economic and Social 
  Council affairs and conference management
	$  62 000

	Section 23, Human Rights
	$  77 200

	Section 28 E, Administration, Geneva
	$    2 100

	
Total
	$141 300


59.
Provisions have not been made under sections 2, 23 and 28 E of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009 for the activities envisaged by paragraphs 4 (a) and (b). No additional resources are currently envisaged as the Secretariat will, to the extent possible, absorb the additional requirements $141,300 outlined above, within the appropriations under sections 2, 23, and 28 E for the biennium 2008-2009.
7/28.  Missing persons

60.
At the time the Council adopted draft resolution A/HRC/7/L.33 (resolution 7/28), it had before it the statement of programme budget implications below. Inadvertently, the Council was not informed at the meeting that the resolution as amended would not entail any programme budget implications, since it did not include the appointment of an independent expert. Subsequently, the Secretariat informed the Council that it would inform the General Assembly, in a report on the revised estimates of decisions taken by the Council, on the required amendments to the statement to reflect the new terms of the resolution, which do not entail any additional resources.

61.
Under the terms of paragraphs 11 and 25 of its draft resolution 7/L.33, the Council:


(a)
Would decide to hold a panel discussion on the question of missing persons at its ninth session and to invite the experts of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), delegates of Governments and non‑governmental organizations, as well as national human rights institutions and international organizations to participate therein;


(b)
Would decide also to appoint an independent expert on missing persons to study the best practices including cases and facts on missing persons with the purpose of presenting that study to the Council at the ninth session.
62.
For purposes of these estimates, it was assumed that the Council would dedicate a part of its ninth session to the panel discussion; the conference servicing costs of the panel were therefore expected to be met within the conference servicing entitlements of the Council. Travel and daily subsistence allowance requirements for the ICRC experts headquartered in Geneva to implement the activities called for in paragraph 24 were also not required.

63.
Pursuant to the adoption of the draft resolution by the Council, a total amount of $53,500 would be required to implement the activities, arising from the terms of the resolution as follows:

(a)
Travel of the independent expert for consultations, one country study and to present a report to the panel at the Council ($16,000);

(b)
Staff costs at the P-3 level for three months to assist the independent expert ($37,500).
64.
The requirements to implement the activities for the mandate of the independent expert referred to above have not been included under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009. Although it was anticipated that an additional amount of $53,500 would be required for the biennium 2008-2009 under section 23, no additional resources were requested as the Secretariat would, to the extent possible, absorb the additional requirements within the appropriations for section 23, Human Rights, for the biennium 2008-2009.
65.
A consolidated statement of requirements arising from the continuing review by the Council in response to General Assembly resolution 60/251 and potential absorptive capacity from reduced requirements arising from the amended programme of work under the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009 will be reported to the Assembly. The Assembly will also be informed at that time of the continuing requirements beyond the biennium 2008-2009 relating to decisions made by the Council.
7/32.
Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in Myanmar

66.
Under the terms of paragraphs 1, 3 and 4 of resolution 7/32, the Council:


(a)
Decided to extend for one year the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, in accordance with Commission on Human Rights resolutions 1992/58 and 2005/11;


(b)
Requested the Special Rapporteur to submit a progress report to the General Assembly at its sixty-third session and to the Council, in accordance with its annual programme of work;


(c)
Called upon OHCHR to provide the Special Rapporteur with all necessary assistance and resources to enable him to discharge his mandate fully.
67.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total amount of $72,200 per annum or $144,400 per biennium will be required to implement the activities, arising from the terms of the resolution as follows:


(a)
Travel of the Special Rapporteur for consultations/to attend the annual meeting of special procedures and to present a report to the Council, as well as for two field missions ($55,100 per annum);

(b)
Travel of staff to accompany the Special Rapporteur during field missions ($9,900 per annum);


(c)
Local transportation, security, communications and other miscellaneous expenses during field missions ($7,200 per annum).
68.
The requirements to implement the activities for the mandate of the Special Rapporteur have been included under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009. No additional appropriations will be required as a result of the adoption of the resolution.
69.
With regard to paragraph 4, attention is drawn to the provisions of section VI of General Assembly resolution 45/248 B, and subsequent resolutions, the most recent of which is resolution 62/236, in which the Assembly reaffirmed that the Fifth Committee was the appropriate Main Committee of the Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters and reaffirmed the role of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.

7/33.
From rhetoric to reality: a global call for concrete action
against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and 
related intolerance

70.
Under the terms of paragraph 9 of its resolution 7/33, the Council decided to invite the Group of Five Independent Eminent Experts to address the Council at its tenth session.
71.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total amount of $21,200 will be required to cover the additional cost of travel and daily subsistence allowance to Geneva for the Independent Eminent Experts.

72.
The requirements to provide for the travel of the independent experts have not been included under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2008‑2009. Although it is anticipated that an additional amount of $21,200 would be required for the biennium 2008-2009, section 23, no additional resources will be requested as the Secretariat will, to the extent possible, absorb the additional requirements within the appropriations for section 23, Human Rights, for the biennium 2008-2009.
73.
A consolidated statement of requirements arising from the continuing review by the Council in response to General Assembly resolution 60/251 and potential absorptive capacity from reduced requirements arising from the amended programme of work under the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009 will be reported to the Assembly. The Assembly will also be informed at that time of the continuing requirements beyond the biennium 2008-2009 relating to decisions made by the Council.
7/34.
Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary 
forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia
and related intolerance

74.
Under the terms of operative paragraphs 2, 3 (f) and 6 of its resolution 7/34, the Council:


(a)
Decided to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance for a period of three years;


(b)
Requested the Special Rapporteur to report regularly to the Council and the General Assembly;


(c)
Requested the Secretary-General and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide all the necessary human, technical and financial assistance to the Special Rapporteur for the effective fulfilment of his/her mandate.

75.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total amount of $66,400 per year will be required to implement the activities called for in paragraphs 2, 3 (f) and 6, as follows:


(a)
Travel of the Special Rapporteur for consultations/to attend the annual meeting of special procedures, to present a report to the Council and the General Assembly, and for two field missions per year ($50,400);

(b)
Travel of staff to accompany the Special Rapporteur during field missions ($8,800);


(c)
Local transportation, security, communications and other miscellaneous expenses during field missions ($7,200).

76.
The requirements to implement the activities for the mandate of the Special Rapporteur have been included under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009. Since the period for renewal of the mandate extends into the biennium 2010-2011, the requirements for that period will be considered in the context of the preparation of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2010-2011. No additional appropriations will be required as a result of the adoption of the resolution. 
77.
With regard to paragraph 6, attention is drawn to the provisions of section VI of General Assembly resolution 45/248 B, in which the Assembly reaffirmed that the Fifth Committee was the appropriate Main Committee of the Assembly entrusted with the responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters, and reaffirmed the role of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.
7/35.  Assistance to Somalia in the field of human rights

78.
Under the terms of paragraphs 9, 10 and 11 of its resolution 7/35, the Council:

(a)
Decided to renew the mandate of the independent expert for a period of one year, with a view to maximizing the provision and the flow of technical assistance to Somalia in the field of human rights, and requested him/her to submit a report to the Council in September 2008 and March 2009;


(b)
Requested the Secretary-General to provide the independent expert with all necessary human, technical and financial assistance in carrying out his/her mandate;


(c)
Requested OHCHR to strengthen its presence in Somalia with a view to providing technical assistance and advisory services to the relevant Somali institutions.
79.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total amount of $58,200 per year will be required to implement the activities called for in operative paragraph 9 as follows:


(a)
Travel of the independent expert for consultations/to attend the annual meeting of special procedures and to present a report to the Council, as well as for two field missions ($31,300);


(b)
Travel of staff to accompany the independent expert during field missions ($9,700);


(c)
Local transportation, security, communications and other miscellaneous expenses during field missions ($17,200).

80.
The requirements to implement the activities for the mandate of the independent expert have been included under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009; hence, no additional appropriations will be required to implement the activities envisaged under paragraph 9 pursuant to the adoption of the resolution.
81.
With respect to operative paragraph 11, pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total additional requirement of $607,000 per year under section 23, Human Rights, will be required to implement the activities, as follows:


(a)
Staff costs for one P-4, one P-3 and two national level staff ($418,000);


(b)
Operational costs including rental and maintenance of premises, supplies, furniture and equipment, communications, travel within Somalia, local transportation, security and miscellaneous for presence in Somalia ($89,000);

(c)
Technical assistance and advisory services consisting of training for the relevant Somali institutions ($100,000).
82.
The requirements for activities envisaged under paragraph 11 outlined above have not been included under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2008‑2009. Although it is anticipated that an additional amount of $1,214,000 would be required for the biennium 2008-2009, under section 23, as a result of the adoption of the resolution, a preliminary review leads the Secretariat to assume that some absorption of the estimated requirements is possible. The Secretariat will seek to identify areas from which resources can be redeployed to meet the requirements in the biennium 2008-2009. At the time, the General Assembly reviews the question of the revised estimates resulting from decisions made by the Council at its seventh session, it is anticipated that the Secretariat would be in a position to inform the Assembly on how costs for the additional requirements could be met.
83.
With regard to paragraph 10, attention is drawn to the provisions of section VI of General Assembly resolution 45/248 B, and subsequent resolutions, the most recent of which is resolution 62/236, in which the Assembly reaffirmed that the Fifth Committee was the appropriate Main Committee of the Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters and reaffirmed the role of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.
7/36.
Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion
and protection of the right to freedom of opinion
and expression

84.
Under the terms of paragraphs 3, 7 and 8 of its resolution 7/36, the Council:


(a)
Decided to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for a further three years;

(b)
Requested the Secretary‑General to provide the assistance necessary to the Special Rapporteur to fulfil his/her mandate effectively, in particular by placing adequate human and material resources at his/her disposal;

(c)
Requested the Special Rapporteur to submit each year to the Council a report covering activities relating to his/her mandate.
85.
Pursuant to the adoption of the resolution by the Council, a total amount of $53,800 per annum or $107,600 per biennium will be required to implement the activities, arising from the terms of the resolution, as follows:


(a)
Travel of the Special Rapporteur to attend the annual meeting of special procedures and to present a report to the Council, as well as for two field missions per year ($36,800 per annum);

(b)
Travel of staff to accompany the Special Rapporteur during field missions ($9,800 per annum);


(c)
Local transportation, security, communications and other miscellaneous expenses during field missions ($7,200 per annum).
86.
The requirements to implement the activities for the mandate of the Special Representative have been included under section 23, Human Rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2008-2009. Since the period for renewal of the mandate extends into the biennium 2010-2011, the requirements for that period will be considered in the context of the preparation of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2010-2011. No additional appropriations will be required as a result of the adoption of the resolution.
87.
With regard to paragraph 7, attention is drawn to the provisions of section VI of General Assembly resolution 45/248 B, and subsequent resolutions, the most recent of which is resolution 62/236, in which the Assembly reaffirmed that the Fifth Committee was the appropriate Main Committee of the Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters and reaffirmed the role of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.
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	Joint progress report of the Secretary-General and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on public information activities in the field of human rights, including activities being undertaken throughout the sixtieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

	A/HRC/7/35
	2
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	Report of the High Commissioner on the composition of the staff of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

	A/HRC/7/58
	2
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	A/HRC/7/67
	2
	Report of the independent expert on technical cooperation and advisory services in Liberia, Charlotte Abaka

	A/HRC/7/68
	2
	Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the human rights situation and the activities of her Office, including technical cooperation in Nepal
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	A/HRC/7/CRP.1
	2
	Status of preparation of documentation: note by the Secretariat

	A/HRC/7/CRP.2
	3
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	Human rights and extreme poverty
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	Situation of human rights in Myanmar
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	Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar

	A/HRC/7/L.38
	4
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	Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference): amendment to draft resolution L.22/Rev.1


	Documents issued in the Government series

	Symbol
	Agenda
item
	

	A/HRC/7/G/1
	3
	Note verbale dated 26 October 2007 from the Permanent Mission of Peru addressed to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
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	8
	Note verbale dated 6 December 2007 from the Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Morocco to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
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	Letter dated 30 January 2008 from the Permanent Representative of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to the United Nations Office at Geneva, addressed to the President of the Human Rights Council
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	Note verbale dated 26 February 2008 from the Permanent Mission of Cuba addressed to the Human Rights Council secretariat
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	Letter dated 5 March 2008 from the Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland addressed to the President of the Human Rights Council
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	Note verbale dated 13 March 2008 from the Permanent Mission of Dominican Republic to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
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	Note verbale dated 13 March 2008 from the Permanent Mission of Ethiopia to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the secretariat of the Human Rights Council
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	Note verbale dated 12 March 2008 from the Permanent Mission of Greece to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
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	3
	Note verbale dated 13 March 2008 from the Permanent Mission of Spain to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
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	1
	Note verbale dated 19 March 2008 from the Permanent Mission of Turkey addressed to the secretariat of the Human Rights Council

	A/HRC/7/G/15
	4
	Note verbale dated 26 March 2008 from the Permanent Mission of Turkey to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the secretariat of the Human Rights Council

	A/HRC/7/G/16
	2
	Note verbale dated 28 March 2008 from the Permanent Mission of Turkey addressed to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
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	3
	Written statement submitted by the International Movement for Fraternal Union among Races and Peoples (UFER), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/2
	9
	Written statement submitted by the International Organization for the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (EAFORD), a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/3
	3
	Written statement submitted by Reporters without Borders - International, a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/4
	3
	Joint written statement submitted by Caritas Internationalist (International Confederation of Catholic Charities), Franciscans International (FI), New Humanity, non-governmental organizations in general consultative status, International Catholic Child Bureau (ICCB), Dominicans for Justice and Peace (Order of Preachers), Dominican Leadership Conference (DlC), Pax Romana, Pax Christi International, International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC), Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS), UNANIMA International Inc., International Kolping Society (IKS), Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers (CMFSA), Maryknoll Sisters of St. Dominic, School Sister of Notre Dame (SSND), Catholic International Education Office (OIEC), International Association of Charities (AIC), International Federation of Catholic Medical Associations (FIAMC), World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations (WUCWO), Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd, International Volunteerism Organization for Women, Education and Development - VIDES, International Organization for the Right to Education and Freedom of Education (OIDEL), 
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	Teresian Association, Association Points-Cœur, International Movement of Apostolate in the Independent Social Milieus (MIAMSI), Development Innovations and Networks (IRED), Center for Migration Studies of New York (CMS), World Organization of Former Pupils of Catholic Education (OMAAEEC), Company of the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, non‑governmental organizations in special consultative status, and World Christian Life Community, International Movement of Apostolate of Children (MIDADE), Association catholique internationale de services pour la jeunesse feminine (ACISJF), International Public Policy Institute (IPPI), non‑governmental organizations on the roster
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	Written statement submitted by Interfaith International, a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/6
	3
	Written statement submitted by the Organization for Defending Victims of Violence (ODVV), a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/7
	3
	Written statement submitted by the Organization for Defending Victims of Violence (ODVV), a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/8
	7
	Written statement submitted by the Organization for Defending Victims of Violence (ODVV), a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/9
	9
	Written statement submitted by the Organization for Defending Victims of Violence (ODVV), a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/10
	10
	Written statement submitted by the Organization for Defending Victims of Violence (ODVV), a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/11
	3
	Written statement submitted by Human Rights Advocates (HRA), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/12
	3
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	A/HRC/7/NGO/13
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/14
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/15
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/16 and Corr.1
	3
	Exposé écrit par New Humanity, organisation non gouvernementale dotée du statut consultatif spécial

	A/HRC/7/NGO/17
	3
	Written statement submitted by the International NGO Forum on Indonesian Development (INFID), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/18
	3
	Written statement submitted by the Japanese Workers’ Committee for Human Rights (JWCHR), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/19
	4
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/20
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/21 and Corr.1
	4
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/22
	3
	Exposé écrit conjoint présenté par France Libertés: Fondation Danielle Mitterrand, organisation non gouvernementale dotée du statut consultatif spécial, et Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples (MRAP), organisation non gouvernementale inscrite sur la liste

	A/HRC/7/NGO/23
	3
	Written statement submitted by the International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR), a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/24
	5
	Written statement submitted by Human Rights Advocates (HRA), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/25
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/26
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/27
	3
	Written statement submitted by Bochasanwasi Shri Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha (BAPS), a non-governmental organization in general consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/28
	4
	Written statement submitted by International Educational Development (IED), a non‑governmental organization on the roster

	A/HRC/7/NGO/29
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/30
	3
	Written statement submitted by MINBYUN-Lawyers for a Democratic Society, a non governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/31
	3
	Joint written statement submitted by the Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers) (FWCC), a non-governmental organization in general consultative status, and the International Catholic Child Bureau (ICCB), a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/32
	3
	Written statement submitted by the World Organization against Torture, a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/33
	3
	Joint written statement submitted by the Europe‑Third World Centre, a non-governmental organization in general consultative status, France Libertés: Fondation Danielle Mitterrand, a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status, and Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples (MRAP), a non-governmental organization on the roster

	A/HRC/7/NGO/34
	4
	Written statement submitted by the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/35
	4
	Written statement submitted by the Asian Legal Resource Centre, a non-governmental organization in general consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/36
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/37
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/38
	4
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/39
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/40
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/41
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/42
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/43
	3
	Joint written statement submitted by the Asian Legal Resource Centre, a non-governmental organization in general consultative status, and Lawyers Rights Watch Canada, a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/44
	3
	Written statement submitted by the Federation of Western Thrace Turks in Europe, a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/45
	3
	Written statement submitted by the Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS), a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/46
	3
	Written statement submitted by the Asian Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Network (AITPN), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/47
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/48
	4
	Exposé écrit conjoint présenté par Mouvement international de la jeunesse et des étudiants pour les Nations Unies, organisation non gouvernementale dotée du statut consultatif général, la Ligue internationale des femmes pour la paix et la liberté (LIFPL) et France Libertés: Fondation Danielle Mitterrand, organisations non gouvernementales dotées du statut consultatif spécial, et le Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples (MRAP), organisation non gouvernementale inscrite sur la liste

	A/HRC/7/NGO/49
	7
	Joint written statement submitted by Al-Haq, Law in the Service of Man, and Defence International (DCI), non-governmental organizations in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/50
	3
	Written statement submitted by Society for Threatened Peoples, a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/51
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/52
	4
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/53
	4
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/54
	4
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/55
	4
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/56
	3
	Joint written statement submitted by the Transnational Radical Party (TRP), a non‑governmental organization in general consultative status, the Asian Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Network (AITPN), Femmes Africa Solidarité (FAS), Society for Threatened Peoples, France Liberté: Fondation Danielle Mitterrand, the International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR), Pax Romana (International Catholic Movement for Intellectual and Cultural Affairs and International Movement of Catholic Students), non‑governmental organizations in special consultative status, and International Educational Development (IED), Inc., the International Federation for the protection of the rights of ethnic, religious, linguistic and other minorities, Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peoples (MRAP) and the Saami Council, non‑governmental organizations on the roster

	A/HRC/7/NGO/57
	7
	Joint written statement submitted by World Vision International (WVI), the International Save the Children Alliance, non-governmental organizations in general consultative status, the World Organization against Torture, ECPAT International, Defence for Children International (DCI), the Women’s World Summit Foundation (WWSF), the International Catholic Child Bureau (ICCB), International Federation Terre des Hommes (IFTDH), the Baha’i International Community, SOS Kinderdorf International (SOS‑KDI), non‑governmental organizations in special consultative status, and Plan International, Inc., a non‑governmental organization on the roster

	A/HRC/7/NGO/58
	3
	Joint written statement submitted by the Asian Legal Resource Centre (ALRC) and the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA), non-governmental organizations in general consultative status, the Lutheran World Federation (LWF), the Catholic Organization for Relief and Development (CORDAID),

	
	
	Minority Rights Group (MRG) and Anti-Slavery International and the Social Service Agency of the Protestant Church in Germany, non‑governmental organizations in special consultative status, and the International Movement against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism (IMADR), a non‑governmental organization on the roster

	A/HRC/7/NGO/59
	7
	Written statement submitted by Nord-Sud XXI, a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/60
	7
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/61
	4
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/62
	4
	Written statement submitted by the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/63
	4
	Written statement submitted by the International Federation for Human Rights Leagues (FIDH), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/64
	7
	Joint written statement submitted by the International Federation for Human Rights Leagues (FIDH) and the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights (PCHR), non-governmental organizations in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/65
	10
	Exposé écrit par la Fédération internationale des ligues des droits de l’homme (FIDH), organisation non gouvernementale dotée du statut consultatif spécial

	A/HRC/7/NGO/66
	3
	Written statement submitted by Migrants Rights International (MRI), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	
	
	

	A/HRC/7/NGO/67
	4
	Written statement submitted by Lawyers Rights Watch Canada (LRWC), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/68
	4
	Written statement submitted by Pax Romana (International Catholic Movement for Intellectual and Cultural Affairs and International Movement of Catholic Students), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/69
	3
	Written statement submitted by the International NGO Forum on Indonesian Development (INFID), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/70
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/71
	7
	Joint written statement submitted by CARE International - Cooperative for Care and Assistance Everywhere, Doctors of the World, non‑governmental organizations in general consultative status, and the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/72
	4
	Joint written statement submitted by Caritas Internationalist, Franciscans International, non‑governmental organizations in general consultative status, the Centre for Migration Studies of New York, Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of The Good Shepherd, Dominicans for Justice and Peace (Order of Preachers), the International Federation of Catholic Medical Associations (FIAMC), the International Movement of Apostolate in the Independent Social Milieus (MIAMSI), the International Volunteerism Organization for Women, Education and Development-VIDES, Pax Romana (International Catholic Movement for Intellectual and Cultural Affairs and International Movement of Catholic Students) and the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund, non‑governmental organizations in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/73
	4
	Written statement submitted by Amnesty International (AI), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/74
	4
	Written statement submitted by the International Federation of Human Rights Leagues, a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/75
	3
	Written statement submitted by the Europe-Third World Centre, a non-governmental organization in general consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/76
	3
	Written statement submitted by Jubilee Campaign, a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/77
	3
	Written statement submitted by the Hawa Society for Women (HSW), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/78
	3
	Written statement submitted by the Sudan Council of Voluntary Agencies (SCOVA), a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/79
	4
	Written statement submitted by the African‑American Society for Humanitarian Aid and Development (ASHAD), a non-governmental organization on the roster

	A/HRC/7/NGO/80
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/81
	7
	Exposición escrita presentada por la Federación de Asociaciones de Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos, organización no gubernamental reconocida como entidad consultiva especial

	A/HRC/7/NGO/82
	3
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/83
	4
	Joint written statement submitted by the International Youth and Student Movement for the United Nations (ISMUN), a non‑governmental organization in general consultative status, the Arab Lawyers Union (ALU), the General Arab Women Federation (GAWF), the General Federation of Iraqi Women, the International Association of Democratic Lawyers (IADL), the United Towns Agency for North-South Cooperation, the Union of Arab Jurists and the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), non‑governmental organizations in special consultative status, and International Education Development (IED), a non-governmental organization on the roster

	A/HRC/7/NGO/84
	3
	Joint written statement submitted by the International Alliance of Women (IAW), the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches (CCIA/WCC), the Women’s Federation for World Peace International (WFWPI), Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University (BKWSU), the International Association of Soldiers for Peace, Zonta International, New Humanity, the International Federation of Settlements and Neighbourhood Centres (IFS), the International Council of Women (ICW-CIF), the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS) and International Movement ATD Fourth World, non-governmental organizations in general consultative status, Conscience and Peace Tax International (CPTI), Dominicans for Justice and Peace (Order of Preachers), Federación de Asociaciones de Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos, Interfaith International, Pax Romana (International Catholic Movement for Intellectual and Cultural Affairs and International Movement of Catholic Students), Temple of Understanding (TOU), the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), 


	
	
	the Women’s World Summit Foundation (WWSF),the World Organization against Torture, the International Society for Human Rights (ISHR), the International Federation of University Women (IFUW), Femmes Africa Solidarité (FAS), the Lutheran World Federation (LWF), the Worldwide Organization for Women (WOW), the Anglican Consultative Council (ACC), the Union of Arab Jurists, the African Women’s Development and Communication Network - FEMNET, the Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum‑Asia), Rencontre africaine pour la defense des droits de l’homme (RADDHO), the Foundation for the Refugee Education Trust (RET), International Bridges to Justice (IBJ), the Inter‑African Committee on Traditional Practices Affecting the Health of Women and Children (IAC), the International Association for the Defence of Religious Liberty, the General Arab Women Federation (GAWF), the American Association of Jurists (AAJ), Lassalle-Institut, the UNESCO Centre of Catalonia, the Anti-Racism Information Service (ARIS), the Peter Hesse Stiftung Foundation, the Colombian Commission of Jurists (CCJ), the Pan‑Pacific and South‑East Asia Women’s Association (PPSEAWA), the Ius Primi Viri International Association (IPV), the Permanent Assembly for Human Rights (APDH), the International Movement for Fraternal Union among Races and Peoples (UFER), the Women’s International Zionist Organization (WIZO), the International Federation of Women Lawyers (FIDA), the International Federation of Women in Legal Careers (FIFCJ), the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW), the International Association for Women’s Mental Health (IAWMH), the European Union of Women (EUW), the European Women’s Lobby, the International Women’s Year Liaison Group (IWYLG), the African Services Committee, Inc., 




	
	
	the International Federation of Family Associations of Missing Persons from Armed Conflict (IFFAMPAC), the African Services Committee, Inc., the Institute of International Social Development, African Action on AIDS, the International Society for Traumatic Stress Studies (ISTSS), the Lama Gangchen World Peace Foundation (LGWPF), Pax Christi International, the International Catholic Peace Movement, MADRE, Inc., the Syriac Universal Alliance (SUA), the Tandem Project, the Al-Hakim Foundation, Canadian Voice of Women for Peace (VOW), the Guild of Service (GOS), the International Association of Schools of Social Work (IASSW), the Organization for Defending Victims of Violence (ODVV), Solar Cookers International (SCI), the Women’s Welfare Centre (WWC), the Medical Women’s International Association (MWIA), Prison Fellowship International (PFI), UNANIMA International, Inc., the World Federation for Mental Health (WFMH), the Salvation Army, Droit à l’énergie SOS Futur, the United States Federation for Middle‑East Peace, non-governmental organizations in special consultative status, the Institute for Planetary Synthesis (IPS), the International Peace Bureau (IPB), the UNESCO Centre Basque Country (UNESCO ETXEA), 3HO Foundation (Healthy, Happy, Holy Organization), the Armenian International Women’s Association (AIWA), the Dzeno Association and the Country Women Association of Nigeria (COWAN), non‑governmental organizations on the roster

	A/HRC/7/NGO/85
	4
	Written statement submitted by Human Rights First, a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/86
	5
	Idem

	A/HRC/7/NGO/87
	3
	Idem

	
	
	

	
	
	

	A/HRC/7/NGO/88
	7
	Written statement submitted by the International Organization for the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (EAFORD), a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/89
	7
	Written statement submitted by the International Organization for the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (EAFORD), a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/90
	5
	Written statement submitted by the Asian Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Network (AITPN), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/91
	7
	Written statement submitted by the Badil Resource Centre for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights, a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/92
	3
	Written statement submitted by the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), a non‑governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/93
	4
	Written statement submitted by the Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum‑Asia), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/94
	4
	Written statement submitted by Amnesty International (AI), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/95
	10
	Exposé écrit par le Collectif des organisations des jeunes solidaires du Congo-Kinshasa (COSESKI‑RDC), organisation non gouvernementale dotée du statut consultatif 
spécial
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	A/HRC/7/NGO/96
	3
	Joint written statement submitted by the International Humanist and Ethical Union (IHEU), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status, the Association for World Education (AWE) and the Association of World Citizens (AWC), non-governmental organizations on the roster

	A/HRC/7/NGO/97
	3
	Joint written statement submitted by the Arab Lawyers Union (ALU), the General Arab Women Federation (GAWF), the International Educational Development (IED), Inc., the United Towns Agency for North-South Cooperation and the Union of Arab Jurists, non-governmental organizations in special consultative status

	A/HRC/7/NGO/98
	3
	Written statement submitted by the Arab Centre for the Independence of the Judiciary and Legal Profession (ACIJLP), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status
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	A/HRC/7/NI/1
	8
	Information presented by the National Human Rights Commission of the Republic of Korea: note by the Secretariat

	A/HRC/7/NI/2
	8
	Information presented by the Office of the Human Rights Procurator in Guatemala: note by the Secretariat

	A/HRC/7/NI/3
	8
	Information presented by the Conseil Consultative des Droits de l’Homme of Morocco and the National Council for Human Rights of Egypt: note by the Secretariat

	A/HRC/7/NI/4
	8
	Information submitted by the French National Human Rights Consultative Commission: note by the Secretariat
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	A/HRC/7/NI/5
	9
	Information presented by the Norwegian Centre for Human Rights, the Greek National Commission for Human Rights, the French Consultative Commission of Human Rights, the Jordanian Centre for Human Rights and the Danish Institute for Human Rights: note by the Secretariat

	A/HRC/7/NI/6
	8
	Information presented by the National Human Rights Commission of India: note by the Secretariat

	A/HRC/7/NI/7
	8
	Written statement submitted by the Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman) of the Republic of Azerbaijan: note by the Secretariat


Annex V

List of special procedures mandate-holders appointed by
the Council at its seventh session

Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context

Raquel Rolnik (Brazil)

***

Special Rapporteur on the right to food

Olivier de Schutter (Belgium)

***

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people

James Anaya (United States of America)

***

Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

Najat M’jid Maala (Morocco)

***

Independent expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights

Cephas Lumina (Zambia)

***

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar

Tomás Ojea Quintana (Argentina)

***

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories 
occupied since 1967

Richard Falk (United States of America)

***

Independent expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty

María Magdalena Sepúlveda (Chile)

***

Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes and consequences

Gulnara Shahinian (Armenia)

***

Working Group on Arbitrary Detention

El Hadji Malick Sow (Senegal)
Aslan Abashidze (Russia)
Roberto Garretón (Chile)

***

Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances

Jeremy Sarkin (South Africa)

***

Working Group on African Descent

Milton Nettleford (Jamaica)

***

Independent expert on the situation of human rights in Somalia

Shamsui Bari (Bangladesh)

***

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders

Margaret Sekaggya (Uganda)

***
Annex VI

List of Advisory Committee members and duration 
of terms of membership

	Members
	Election
	Term of office

	African States
	Elected by acclamation
	

	Ms. Mona Zulficar (Egypt)
	-
	2

	Mr. Bernards Andrews Nyamwaya Mudho 
  (Kenya)
	-
	2

	Mr. Dheerujlall Seetulsingh (Mauritius)
	-
	3

	Ms. Halima Embarek Warzazi (Morocco)
	-
	1

	Mr. Baba Kura Kaigama (Nigeria)
	-
	3

	Asian States
	Elected by acclamation
	

	Mr. Shiqiu Chen (China) 
	-
	1

	Mr. Shigeki Sakamoto (Japan)
	-
	2

	Mr. Ansar Ahmed Burney (Pakistan)
	-
	3

	Ms. Purificacion V. Quisumbing (Philippines)
	-
	3

	Ms. Chung Chinsung (Republic of Korea)
	-
	2

	Eastern European States
	Elected by secret ballota
	

	Mr. Vladimir Kartashkin 
  (Russian Federation)
	42 votes
	2

	Mr. Latif Hüseynov (Azerbaijan)
	30 votes
	3

	Latin American and Caribbean States
	Elected by acclamation
	

	Mr. Miguel Alfonso Martínez (Cuba)
	-
	1

	Mr. José Antonio Bengoa Cabello (Chile)
	-
	2

	Mr. Héctor Felipe Fix Fierro (Mexico)
	-
	3

	Western European and other States
	Elected by secret ballotb
	

	Mr. Jean Ziegler (Switzerland)
	40 votes
	1

	Mr. Emmanuel Decaux (France) 
	24 votes
	3

	Mr. Wolfgang Stefan Heinz (Germany)
	24 votes
	2


Annex VII

List of troikas under the universal periodic review mechanism

First session (7-18 April 2008)

	
	Country
	Rapporteur 1
	Rapporteur 2
	Rapporteur 3

	1
	Bahrain
	Slovenia
	United Kingdom
	Sri Lanka

	2
	Ecuador
	Italy
	Mexico
	India

	3
	Tunisia
	Bosnia and 
  Herzegovina
	Mauritius
	China

	4
	Morocco
	Romania
	Madagascar
	France

	5
	Indonesia
	Jordan
	Canada
	Djibouti

	6
	Finland
	Azerbaijan
	Bolivia
	Republic of Korea

	7
	United Kingdom
	Egypt
	Russian Federation
	Bangladesh

	8
	India
	Indonesia
	Netherlands
	Ghana

	9
	Brazil
	Gabon
	Saudi Arabia
	Switzerland

	10
	Philippines
	Malaysia
	Mali
	Germany

	11
	Algeria
	Uruguay
	Philippines
	Senegal

	12
	Poland
	Brazil
	Japan
	Angola

	13
	Netherlands
	Peru
	Pakistan
	Nigeria

	14
	South Africa
	Zambia
	Guatemala
	Qatar

	15
	Czech Republic
	France
	South Africa
	Nicaragua

	16
	Argentina
	Ukraine
	Cuba
	Cameroon


Second session (5-16 May 2008)

	
	Country
	Rapporteur 1
	Rapporteur 2
	Rapporteur 3

	1
	Gabon
	Nigeria
	China
	Azerbaijan

	2
	Ghana
	Netherlands
	Bolivia
	Sri Lanka

	3
	Peru
	Mali
	India
	Cuba

	4
	Guatemala
	Gabon
	Slovenia
	Brazil

	5
	Benin
	Nicaragua
	Madagascar
	Germany

	6
	Republic of Korea
	Peru
	Egypt
	Jordan

	7
	Switzerland
	Uruguay
	Pakistan
	South Africa

	8
	Pakistan
	Saudi Arabia
	Ghana
	Azerbaijan

	9
	Zambia
	Senegal
	Switzerland
	Philippines

	10
	Japan
	France
	Indonesia
	Djibouti

	11
	Ukraine
	Republic of Korea
	Russian Federation
	Guatemala

	12
	Sri Lanka
	Ukraine
	Cameroon
	Bangladesh

	13
	France
	Zambia
	Italy
	Malaysia

	14
	Tonga
	Nigeria
	Qatar
	Mexico

	15
	Romania
	Angola
	Canada
	Bosnia and 
  Herzegovina

	16
	Mali
	Mauritius
	Brazil
	Japan
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�  See, for example, general comment No. 29 (2001), on article 4 of the Covenant (derogations during a state of emergency) adopted by the Human Rights Committee.


�  The representative of Bangladesh subsequently stated that his delegation had intended to vote in favour of the draft resolution.


�  Observer of the Council speaking on behalf of States members and observer States.


�  Observer State of the Council speaking on behalf of States members and observer States.


�  The representative of Bangladesh subsequently stated that his delegation had intended to vote in favour of the draft resolution.


�  Representative.


�  Alternate.


�  Adviser.


�  Previously the “independent expert on the effects of economic reform policies and foreign debt on the full enjoyment of human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights”. The mandate was redefined and renamed by the Council in its resolution 7/4.


�  Previously the “independent expert appointed by the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights in Somalia”. The mandate was renewed by the Council in its resolution 7/35.


�  Previously the “Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights defenders”. The mandate was renewed by the Council in its resolution 7/8.


a  The following candidates were not elected: Mr. Roman Wieruszewski (Poland) - 14 votes; Ms. Ksenija Turković (Croatia) - 7 votes.


b  The following candidates were not elected: Ms. Kalliopi Koufa (Greece) - 19 votes; Mr. Carl Söderbergh (Sweden) - 15 votes; Mr. Andre M. Surena (United States of America) - 12 votes; Mr. Francisco Javier de Lucas Martín (Spain) - 6 votes; and Mr. Carlos Villán Durán (Spain) � 1 vote.
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