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Your Excellency, Mr. Yuji Iwasawa, Chairman of the Committee, 

Your Excellencies Members of the Committee,

Representatives of Non Governmental Organisations,

Distinguished Delegates,   

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Once again, we are grateful to be afforded this opportunity to present our Fourth Periodic Report to this esteemed Committee. Please, accept our appreciation for the good arrangements and hospitality that have been made available to us since our arrival. My Government understands the importance of dialogue that is entailed in this process. We do also appreciate the good intentions that underlie the process of identifying the issues in advance. It is my sincere hope that the identification of the issues in advance will lead to a focused and constructive discussion. I would like, on behalf of my Government to assure you personally and the Committee that, we shall take up very positively, the Concluding Observations and Recommendations that will come out of this dialogue.

Mr. Chairman, with your permission, I would like to introduce to you my delegation. Together with me is Hon. Ramadhani Abdallah Shaaban, Minister of State, President’s Office, Good Governance – Zanzibar, Mr. Mahadhi Juma Maalim, Principal Secretary, President’s Office, Good Governance – Zanzibar, Hon. Sazi B. Salula, Deputy Attorney General of the United Republic of Tanzania, Mr. John Casmir Minja, Deputy Commissioner of Prisons, Tanzania Prisons Services, Hon. Eliamani Godfrey Mbise, Registrar of the High Court of Tanzania, Mr. Mathew M. Mwaimu, Director of Constitutional Affairs and Human Rights, Mr. Erasmus Tarimo, Director of Wildlife, Wildlife Division, Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism, Mr. Joseph J.K. Ndunguru, Assistant Director of Constitutional Affairs, Venosa Mkwizu, Principal State Attorney, National Electoral Commission, Mr. Ali Ali Hassan, Senior State Attorney from the Attorney General’s Chambers – Zanzibar, Mr. Kamana S. Kamana – State Attorney and Ms. Sarah Mwaipopo, State Attorney, both from the Attorney General’s Chambers, Ms. Balbina E. Mrutu, Administrative Officer from the Registrar of Political Parties, Mr. Boniface Anyisile Mwabukusi – Legal Officer, Ministry of Community Development, Gender and Children, Ms Nkasori M. Sarakikya, State Attorney, Mr. Richard A. Maridadi, Second Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Nehemia E. Mandia, State Attorney, Vice President’s Office, Mr. Francis Mayillah Luziga, Investigation Officer, Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance and Ms Dafina D. Ndumbaro, Legal Officer, Ministry of Labour, Employment and Youth Development.

Mr. Chairman, with this diversified delegation, we hope to engage in a constructive and productive dialogue with the distinguished members of the Committee.

Mr. Chairman, my delegation and I are pleased to present to you on behalf of the United Republic of Tanzania, the Fourth Periodic Report on the implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. This Report has been prepared in conformity with the Committee’s Guidelines. 

According to Article 40(1) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, States Parties are required to submit initial report within one year of the coming into force of the Covenant. However, a state party may, at any time, be required by the Committee to submit a report on the legislative or other measures taken by the state party with a view to giving effect to the rights and freedoms recognized and guaranteed by the Covenant. 

Mr. Chairman, despite the fact that this Report was due since 1st June 2002, it was submitted on 8th September 2007. The delay did not arise out of a deliberate plan or neglect. It was due to a combination of factors, including lack of resources and absence of a specific institution and mechanism for coordinating the preparation of the Report. You may wish to note that to a large extent these shortcomings have now been addressed. A fully fledged Department of Constitutional Affairs and Human Rights in the Ministry of Constitutional Affairs and Justice with a mandate to coordinate human rights reporting has been established. With the establishment of this Department, we have managed to clear a back log of reports and submit them to the relevant UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies. Apart from clearing the backlog of reports, the Department is now working on those international human rights instruments that are not yet ratified with a view, where necessary, to recommending for ratification and eventual domestication. 

        Mr. Chairman, this Report provides for the country profile, a synopsis of the economy and other development trends and also the implementation of the specific articles of the Covenant. 

Mr. Chairman, list of issues that have been raised, cut across from the domestication of the Covenant to the protection of various rights and freedoms. In the course of my presentation, I will respond to the issues seriatim.

.
(a) Domestication of the Convention

Mr. Chairman, this year, we are marking the twenty-fifth year since the Bill of Rights was entrenched in the Constitutions of the United Republic of Tanzania and that of Zanzibar in 1984. As we all know, the provisions of the Bill of Rights replicate what is stated in the Covenant. By inserting the Bill of Rights in our Constitutions, Tanzania has domesticated the Covenant through her Constitutions. We regard this as an achievement taking into consideration that our Constitutions are the basic laws of our land.  Nevertheless, the sentiments that we need to enact a specific principal legislation to the effect of enshrining the Covenant are well taken, and they shall be weighed in terms of the supremacy of our Constitution. 

  Furthermore, it is worthy noting that a specific Legislation known as the Basic Rights and Duties Enforcement Act was enacted in 1994 for the purpose of making provisions for the procedure for the enforcement of the Rights that are enshrined in the Constitution.  

Mr. Chairman, apart from the foregoing, specific laws have been enacted on specific areas as they are stipulated in the Covenant as a way of implementing it.  These include The Political Parties Act of 1992 which recognizes and regulates the conduct of Political Parties in the country; The National   Elections Act of 1985 which regulates national elections; The Local Government Authorities (Elections) Act of 1979 which regulates local authorities’ elections; The Societies Act which provides for the procedure used in the exercise of the Constitutional right to association; and The Newspapers Act, 1978 which regulates the rights to information.

Mr. Chairman, The Bill of Rights as enshrined in our Constitutions is not a white elephant. Our national courts are bold enough to protect it. In the course of this session we shall report a number of decided cases in which the petitioners sought the courts’ intervention in matters pertaining to the Bill of Rights and the rich jurisprudence gained out of the enforcement of basic rights that continues to grow will be discussed.

Mr. Chairman, the determination of my Government to adhere to the rights contained in the Covenant is clear and can be shown from the efforts we are making to protect and promote them in various ways, as we shall show in this process.

b) Powers of the Commission of Human Rights and Good Governance (CHRAGG)

Mr. Chairman, The Commission of Human Rights and Good Governance (CHRAGG) which was established in 2001 replacing the former Ombudsman, Permanent Commission of Enquiry (PCE) has performed impressively over the period of its existence.  This institution, which is operating within the Paris Principles, has during its lifetime, managed to handle over 2440 complaints from inmates, dealt with complaints on matters of police and prison custody as well as other problems relating to the administration of Justice.

Mr. Chairman, in dealing with complaints, the Commission has, among others, advisory powers as well as judicial recourse for the enforcement of its recommendations and orders. For example, the Nyamuma’s case which is presently sub-judice show how the Commission may opt for judicial recourse.  It was envisaged at its inception that, the present procedure affords the Commission adequate powers to resolve complaints that are brought before it.  Presently, the Commission is widely accessible, it has branches in four zones across the United Republic and the law allows it to expand gradually and plans are underway to make it accessible electronically via the internet.

c) Implementation of the Nyalali Report

Mr. Chairman, the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania and that of Zanzibar have to a great extent implemented most of recommendations of the Nyalali Commission.  We wish to mention here that unlike the sentiments expressed by many persons who did not get the recommendations in scope and spirit, the Nyalali Commission made the recommendation on the Forty Laws within the context of re-introduction of multi party democracy in Tanzania, which was its fundamental term of reference.  Over the years, consultations which have taken place with the people, across the country, through the Tanzania Law Reform Commission, have demonstrated the need to repeal or amend some of the laws, yet others have shown to be still useful.

Mr. Chairman, you may wish to note that the following legislation have already been repealed:
(i) Regions and Regional Commissioners Act and Area Commissioners Act (the two pieces of legislation paved the way for enactment of the Regional Administration Act, 1997 which provides for, among others, the devolution of central administration); 

(ii) Collective Punishment Act;
(iii) Refugees Control Act;
(iv) Human Resources Employment Act;
(v) The Land Ordinance (cap 113);
(vi) The Organization of Trade unions Act; and 

(vii) The Permanent Commission of Inquiry Act (paving the way for the establishment of the Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance.)

Furthermore, the following enactments have been amended to remove the offending provisions from them:

i. The Preventive Detention Act;
ii. The Deportation Ordinance;
iii. The Expulsion of Undesirable Persons  Act;
iv. The Re- Settlement of Offenders Act;
v. The Government Proceedings Act;
vi. The Criminal Procedure Act;
vii. The Societies Ordinance;
viii. The Newspapers Act;
ix. The Emergency Powers Act;
x. The Peoples Militia Act;
Mr. Chairman, despite the efforts made by the Government in repealing and amending offending legislation, some of the laws have been retained in our statute book due to the importance or sensitivity of the matters pertaining to them.  These include the Penal Code Cap, 16 in relation to capital punishment and the Witchcraft Act. The death sentence is at the moment mandatory provided only for the offence of murder, and it is discretionary in treason. Indeed, ever since independence it has never been meted out for the latter offence.

Mr. Chairman, as far as capital punishment is concerned, there are varied feelings amongst our people.  Most victims of murder are supporting death penalty while on the other hand those affected by the sentence, together with the majority of their relatives are against it. Despite the recommendations of the Law Reform Commission that the capital punishment should be abolished, the Court of Appeal of Tanzania in one of its judgments demonstrated its necessity.  
Currently, the state party is fighting against killings of elderly women who are superstitiously accused of witchcraft and killings of people with albinism whose limbs and other body parts are wrongly perceived to generate fortune.  The unwarranted killings of these sections of the society come during the crusade for abolition of the death penalty.  We think any haste in making a decision on the matter will leave out a great part of the society in dissatisfaction.  The debate continues.  However, there is an unofficial moratorium on the execution of the sentence for the last fifteen years.. In fact, by December, 2005 all prisoners whose death sentence was confirmed by the Court of Appeal had their sentences commuted to life and other lesser jail terms. 

d) The Laws of Inheritance and Succession

Mr. Chairman, The laws of marriage, inheritance and succession are the subject of a protracted debate.  The debate pertains to not only issues of gender equality specifically rights of women but also involves deep religious and strong cultural beliefs.  The legislation is currently in the process of review in order to take on board, the rights of every citizen.  The difficult challenge facing this process is the dove diving rights of conscious, worship and equality and the perceived mismatch with the rights of some sections of the society especially women and children.  This makes the process delicate and sensitive, and if not properly handled may become volatile.  A Government white paper is being finalized to collect views from the people for the purpose of obtaining a balanced position in the matter.
Mr. Chairman, 
The Citizenship rights are presently under review in order to address the burning issues of dual-citizenship and the right of naturalization of men who get married to Tanzanian women. We understand the imbalance that exists in our legislation on the rights of naturalization of men married to Tanzanian women who are not accorded the same level of rights as women married to Tanzanian men.  We also understand the constraints of children born by Tanzanians living abroad, who if they acquire the citizenship the places of their birth, are not allowed to retain dual citizenship hence they are required to denounce one citizenship upon attainment of the age of majority.  The Government white paper intends to engage in a debate on these otherwise burning issues which we believe will answer some of the concerns raised.

Mr. Chairman, let me also take this opportunity to inform the Committee that the long disdained Zanzibar legislation on spinsters who get pregnant has already been repealed since 2005 and that the present legislation allows such spinsters to continue with their education.

Mr. Chairman, the access of education to women has been the concern of the state party since independence.  The Education and Training Policy of 1995 which has been updated and rolled over from time to time, has removed and reduced school fees in primary and secondary schools respectively. This decision has raised the rate and numbers of enrollment from 147,490 in 2004 to 438,901 pupils in primary school in 2008 and the total number of pupils in secondary schools from 432,599 in 2004 to 1,222,403 in 2008 with an average ratio of 47% and 53% girls and boys respectively.  Despite the fact that primary education is compulsory and taking into consideration this impressive performance, we are grappling with a high degree of dropouts of up to 6% due to pupil pregnancies and other reasons including truancy, and of course the Aids pandemic.   

Mr. Chairman, our report demonstrates that enhanced participation of women in decision-making positions is a deliberate endeavor for the fulfillment of International as well as Regional commitments of Tanzania. A good example is the SADCC Protocol on Women which requires Member States to have thirty per centum quota for women in decision making positions.  By the 14th amendment of the Constitution of the United Republic of Tanzania, women now constitute not less than thirty three per centum of Members of Parliament. The Zanzibar Constitution has a similar dispensation for representation in the House of Representatives.  For the first time since independence, the National Assembly has a woman Deputy Speaker. A similar dispensation has been replicated in the Local Authorities, where the law directs that at least thirty per centum of the representation should be set aside for Women.

e) Violence against women

The state party agrees that the patriarchal social profile of its citizenry is a breed for violence against women.  However, the state party has taken measures to address this evil.  These measures include both legal as well as social campaigns.

First, the Government has resolved to conduct a countrywide research for the purpose of determining the extent of violence against women, cruelty against the disadvantaged groups such people with albinism, children and elderly persons.  This study is presently complemented by a situational analysis of women violence which is currently conducted with the assistance of UNICEF.  The state party through the Ministry of Community Development, Gender and Women intends to fully implement the existing National Plan of Action on Gender Based Violence by making interventions based on the already collected data on the subject.

Mr. Chairman, law enforcement agencies have been adapted to the measures to control the problem.  The Police force has established special desks to deal with Gender based and child violence in all police stations. Likewise, courts of law have been aligned to deal with violence against women. In this process NGOs have been involved.  At the regional level, the state party has joined the fraternity of community of states in the war against this vice, by signing and ratifying the Maputo Protocol on the Rights of Women.

Mr. Chairman, the issue of marital rape is addressed in the backdrop of competing need for ensuring the sustenance of the marriage institution and at the same time with the need to criminalize rape in all its forms. Presently, the Penal Code, Cap.16 criminalizes sexual violence in all its forms. Besides, this legislation recognizes statutory rape for separated couples and girls of less than eighteen years of age. With the diverse opinions and issues on the subject, the question of introducing full statutory rape for married couples being an alien concept in the country requires a deeper and wider debate.

f) Female Genital Mutilation 

Mr. Chairman, the state party admits the existence of this traditionally deep rooted practice of genital mutilation.  Statistics that have been collected by the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare show that, out of the twenty two (22) Regions in Mainland Tanzania, in three (3) regions over fifty percent of the women are victims of FGM (the highest having up to 81 victims), four (4) other regions have more than a quarter of their women, victims of FGM, three regions have between 18-23% victims and the remaining have less than 5% victims.  These figures are by modern standards alarming.  The scourge carries with it social problems.  The state party believes that the youth are more vulnerable as they are coerced to engage into the practice.  Although, the present state of the law provides for criminal sanctions to perpetrators of genital mutilation, there is a social resistance, which is evidenced from the difficulty in enforcing the law as can be demonstrated from the few “reported” cases.  The state party has embarked upon a number of initiatives for educating the concerned societies on the negative heath impact of the practice. Furthermore, a National Plan of Action has been adopted for the elimination of the vice.  The Plan of Action entails mainstreaming of FGM in the education curricular, sensitization campaigns and programmes, seminars, workshops, drama, literature and distribution of leaflets. At this juncture, let me recognize the commendable job done by Non Governmental Organizations which are major partners of the Government in this endeavor.

g) State of Emergency

        Mr. Chairman, the state of emergency measures as stipulated in the Constitution and the law are not ordinary provisions which can be invoked with simplicity.  These are extraordinary measures which may only be resorted to when all other ordinary measures have failed.  The Constitution of the United Republic of Tanzania provides for such an eventuality and the Emergency Powers Act has been enacted to operationalize the provisions of the Constitution.  These powers can only be exercised by the President with the consent of the National Assembly.  These powers have been have never been invoked during the reporting period.

h) Death Penalty and the Moratorium

      Mr. Chairman, having deliberated on death penalty at the beginning of my presentation, let me further inform the Committee that there is an elaborate and stringent procedure to be followed before the execution of the death penalty in Tanzania.  After conviction by the High Court and confirmation of the sentence by the Court of Appeal, the President of the United Republic of Tanzania is obliged to consult a committee on prerogative of mercy before authorizing any execution.  The committee reviews both the evidence collected in court record, the second opinion of the Judge who tried the case, the society from which the prisoner hails and any other evidence that can afford the prisoner mercy.  The record shows that presently, there are 292 prisoners on the death row.  These are prisoners who had their sentences confirmed after 2005.  Furthermore for the last fifteen years no execution has taken place.  We have already stated that the abolition of death sentence is a matter that has divided our society sharply, more so where it remains only mandatory in cases of murder and homicide related offences in Zanzibar.  The debate on the subject is tense, making it undesirable for the Government to take any position in haste either way for the time being. 

i) Corporal Punishment

      Mr. Chairman, corporal punishment is provided for by law, as part of our penal system and is not applicable to the education system. It is administered under the Corporal Punishment Act and Regulations made under the Act, as well as the Prisons Act. This punishment is not applicable to females. Apart from females, the punishment is not inflicted to males who are over fifty five years. The procedure for the administration of the punishment has strict controls to eliminate any likelihood of arbitrariness and to ensure the protection of the health of the concerned.  Despite these procedures and controls, the sentence has not been administered for more than a decade.

        Mr. Chairman, canning (not corporal punishment) is administered to pupils and student for acts of gross indiscipline.  The procedure for canning of miscreant students is elaborate and provides for strict accountability. Again, the society is engaged in a debate for the abolition of canning to pupils and students. Government of the state party has embarked on the review of both corporal punishment and canning.  In collaboration with UNICEF, a pilot project for abolition of canning is undertaken in some districts. The outcome of the pilot study will provide guidance on the way forward and will allow appropriate interventions in abolition of canning in schools.

j)   Complaints of Torture in Police and Prison Custodies

        Mr. Chairman, there are internal as well as external controls against ill-treatment of persons in police and prisons custodies.  Where complaints are received internally, the police and prison authorities usually make inquiries and take remedial measures including disciplinary action and in certain cases, criminal action against the culprits. External controls include the visiting justices who are allowed to visit custodial facilities. The Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance (CHRAGG) has proved to be a more effective tool for checking activities in custodial facilities. For that purpose, the Commission has established clear and effective mechanisms of communication with prisoners and remandees in custody.  For the past eight years of its existence, the Commission has received and dealt with 135 complaints.  This year alone, the Commission has been able to visit 75 out of the existing 122 prisons for that purpose.  
k)   Killing of People with Albinism

        Mr. Chairman, people with albinism have become vulnerable to attacks and unwarranted killings from persons who believe that body parts and limbs of people with albinism can be superstitiously used to generate wealth.  To date almost 40 people with albinism are reported to have been so killed.

        Mr. Chairman, the Government has taken rigorous measures to address the problem.  Law enforcement organs have joined forces to track down the culprits.  Already about ninety suspects have been apprehended in connection with the killings and have been booked for the offence of Murder which is the most heinous offence in our penal system. The Government has made a firm decision to fast track investigation and prosecution of suspected offenders. Today while addressing this Honourable Committee, the trial of five out of nine cases whose investigation has been completed have started from 8th June, 2009 at two different High Court registries and four other pending cases are awaiting trial.
        Mr. Chairman, since this problem is connected with superstition, efforts have been made to address the looming ignorance on the matter.  Serious education campaigns have been conducted by involving religious institutions and schools.  Most importantly, all channels of communication including the media, both print and electronic, have been used for educating the citizenry against the vice. Other measures taken by the government include:
(a) the formation of the Multi Disciplinary National Task Force which has trickled down to the Regional and District levels for the purposes of brainstorming, researching and suggesting ways to deal with the problem; 
(b)  the conduct of a country wide campaign to identify suspected perpetrators in the Albino killings as well as conducting a national census to ascertain the number of people with Albinism;

(c)  the collection of peoples’ opinion on suspects through a secret ballot and the information available used as a data base for conducting criminal investigations. The secret ballot has been conducted carefully with strict observance to basic human rights standards and respecting fair trial and principles including presumption of innocence of persons suspected of committing these heinous acts;

(d)  the decision of the Government to temporarily suspend all practicing certificates of traditional healers who are believed to be party to the ongoing killings of people with albinism.

 Mr. Chairman, these measures have borne fruit because the killings of people with albinism have been drastically reduced.

l) The problem of refugees

        Mr. Chairman, Tanzania is one of the long standing nations that have hosted refugees from almost all parts of its borders and beyond since the colonial period. By September, 2007, Tanzania had 455,236 refugees, out of whom, 222,036 were living in settlements and 231,839 in refugee camps. Burundi remains as one of the major sending states, accounting for 349,864 refugees, Democratic Republic of Congo 104,011 refugees and Somalia 1,361.  To control the problem of refugees, the country has been in the forefront in championing the peace agenda in the Great Lakes Region.  In a tri-partite initiative involving Burundi, Tanzania and UNHCR, voluntary repatriation and resettlement of willing refugees to Burundi is continuing in a very orderly manner.

       Mr. Chairman, Tanzania has never sent away or turned away at the border, any of the refugees. Our government and our people are very kind and have no tradition of being hostile to neighbours. However, I would like to point out one unfortunate incident of repatriation of immigrants. The incident occurred when several immigrants were found out of refugees recognized facilities without documents to identify them as refugees. These were later readmitted as refugees after they had satisfied the authorities of their refugee status.  Else, the state party has all along honoured and continues to honour its obligation of protecting refugees.

m) Treatment of Prisoners

       Mr. Chairman, the better treatment of prisoners is constrained by aged prisons facilities, devolution of central administration which leads to establishment of new district administrative areas, together with the increased crime rate and long custodial sentences. This has constrained capacity and space of custodial facilities.  The solution to these problems entails measures for improvement of conditions of detention, decongestion strategies and building new prison compounds in newly established administrative districts as well as putting in place a National Prisons Policy.  
The Legal System has been reformed to take on board non custodial measures such as community service, extra mural labour employment and parole system.  The administration of criminal justice is also encouraged to employ alternatives to custodial sentences and participatory case flow management committees in order to take realistic measures for decongesting remand facilities.  We still have a long way to go in our efforts to cope with these challenges.

n) Access to Detention Facilities by NGOs

       Mr. Chairman, NGOs like any other individual have access to the facilities provided they follow the laid down procedures. During the reporting period, the Tanganyika Law Society in collaboration with some  NGOs has been researching on how best to offer legal aid services to inmates. I wish to commend the NGOs for these iniatives. 
o) Detention for inability to pay debt

       Mr. Chairman, execution of decrees is a matter of law. The Civil Procedure Code Act, 1966 provides for the due process in the enforcement of decrees.  This can only be done after the judgment debtor is afforded a due process.  Detention is an option of last resort to the decree holder, after every means available to recover the debt has failed. The cost for imprisonment and maintenance at the standard of life of such a judgment debtor remains the responsibility of the decree holder who chooses this option of enforcement.  At any rate the law prohibits a detention for the continued period exceeding six months.  The Prison authorities have developed an administrative mechanism which discourages the use of this method of enforcement of court decrees. As a result, of recent past this method has not been applied.

      Mr. Chairman, currently the state party is conducting a review of the civil justice system through a project called Business Environment Strengthening for Tanzania (BEST). The Civil Procedure Code Act of 1966 is one of the enactments that have been lined up for review. It is hoped that in the process, this procedure of civil imprisonment for non payment of a debt will be addressed.

p) Police Bail and Legal Assistance.

Mr. Chairman, except for a few most heinous offences specified in the law, such as murder, treason, armed robbery and dangerous drugs related offences, bail is a right to every accused person.  This right is further entrenched under article 15 of the Constitution of the United Republic of Tanzania on the freedom of movement.  Legal assistance is afforded to the indigent both in civil and criminal cases. In Civil cases, the Chief Justice is empowered to dispense with costs for civil proceedings for the indigent in appropriate cases. The Tanganyika Law Society and some NGOs has a scheme for providing pro bono legal services to litigants. In criminal cases, all persons accused of offences attracting capital punishment are, as a matter of law, provided with legal aid at the expense of the state, unless such persons opt to engage lawyers of their own choice.

q)  Application of the Non Governmental Organizations legislation.

Mr. Chairman, the freedom to form Non Governmental Organizations in Tanzania is regulated by the Non Governmental Organisations, Act of 2001. Currently there are 3704 registered NGOs. Coalition of NGOs is allowed and  there are several such coalitions in existence such as Feminist Activists (Fame Act), Women in Law and Development in Africa (WILDAF), International Federation of Human Rights (FIDH), Tanzania Association of NGOs (TANGO) and the Tanzania Coalition against Female Genital Mutilation (FGM). In all these coalitions the government enjoys an observer status. Last week my government launched a National Website for NGOs.It is hoped that this gesture will further strengthen our working relationship.
r)   Right of the Child
          Mr. Chairman, The state party has resolved to implement article 24 of the convention by eliminating worst forms of child labour by 2010. For that purpose, there is in place a time bound program which is coordinated by The International Labour Organization (ILO) within the auspices of The International Programme for the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC). Under this programme, children withdrawn from commercial sexual exploitation are rehabilitated, counseled, and provided with formal education and skills. Presently, the Government is in the process of preparing a Bill for enactment of the law of the Child. This Bill once passed into law will provide a comprehensive regime of rights of children in Tanzania in line with the international conventions.

s) The right to participate in General Elections in Zanzibar

Mr. Chairman, The right to participate in the Conduct of public affairs in Zanzibar is entrenched both in the Zanzibar Constitution as well as the Constitution of the United Republic of Tanzania. There is a permanent Voters Register, which is established, maintained and updated transparently. Voting is done at poling stations with the presence of representatives of all candidates. Counting of Votes is done at such polling station and results are announced at the stations before closing and are transmitting to the returning officer for tallying.  The results are tallied by the Returning Officer in the presence of representatives of all candidates. People aggrieved by the results have a legal recourse to challenge the election results.


Mr. Chairman, the incidents of 2001 were a result of a close contest of election results by two major political parties in Zanzibar, CCM and CUF. The regional splitter of domination in the Parties-CCM in Unguja and CUF in Pemba compounded the situation and degenerated into the turmoil. However, steps have already been taken to address this situation through dialogue leading to a consensus (MUAFAKA) and the situation did not recur in the following General election of 2005.
t) Right of persons belonging to minorities 

 
Mr. Chairman, there are people in Tanzania who still subsist on hunting and food gathering, one such people are the Hadzabe. In one incident, the Government decided to grant a license for hunting blocks in an area inhabited by the Hadzabe. This decision was arrived at following a close study and a thorough needs assessment. The process involved consultations with the Hadzabe people. The license obliged the licensee to provide the Hadzabe community with the meat from hunted game, put in place plans for education, health facilities and other social amenities. However, following complaints raised by certain quotas of our community and other stakeholders, the project was dropped. 
u) Dissemination of Information Relating to the Covenant

Mr. Chairman, dissemination of information about the Covenant is done through the introduction of human rights subject in Ordinary and Advanced Level Secondary School Curricula. Higher Learning Institutions, especially Universities offer courses in human rights. Moreover, the Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance is mandated to disseminate information about international human rights instruments through workshops, seminars, public rallies and mass media. Regarding dissemination of the Committee’s Concluding Observations on the Second Periodic Report, the same were disseminated when the stakeholders were considering the Committee’s list of issues submitted to the State Party in May 2009.


Mr. Chairman, in conclusion, I would like to reiterate my Government’s commitment to this reporting obligation. We value this process as a way of evaluating ourselves in the implementation of the obligations imposed by the human rights instruments and for future compliance with human rights standards.  This is a valuable asset to us for our humanity and development as peace and security, development and human rights are an inseparable trinity. May I once again take this opportunity to thank you Mr. Chairman and the Committee for the attention and assistance you have rendered us in accomplishing this exercise. 
Thank you very much for listening.    
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