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Panama has never enforced conscription, and therefore had seen no necessity to legislate for the possibility of conscientious objection in the period before the its armed forces were disbanded  in 1990, following military intervention by the USA. 





Panama does maintain a paramilitary National Police Force 11,000 strong, and a National Maritime Service and a National Air Service with some 400 personnel each�


None of these forces are armed or equipped to counteract a serious military assault on the country.  The question of release on grounds of conscience might conceivably apply only if one of their volunteer personnel subsequently developed an absolute objection to bearing lethal weapons





However, the 1994 Constitution, while confirming the abolition of the armed forces,� nevertheless contains a stipulation that “All Panamians are required to bear arms to defend national independence and territorial integrity” (Art. 306) except that “Naturalised Panamanians are not obliged to bear arms against their country of origin.” (Art. 23)�





A counterbalancing constitutional statement to add an exemption in principle to those with a conscientious objection to bearing arms would therefore not be inappropriate, even if it might seem unlikely to be invoked in the near future.
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