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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions 

to be included in the List of Issues prior to reporting 

Country report task force, Human Rights Committee, 103rd Session

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in recommendations of the UN Treaty Bodies and the UPR. 

URUGUAY 

Uruguay ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 11 February 2009, and has signed but not yet ratified its Optional Protocol.

Disability references across treaty bodies & UPR with respect to the state :

CESCR Committee (E/C.12/URY/CO/3-4), 2010
8. The Committee is concerned that, despite the adoption of a quota for employing persons with disabilities to fill at least 4 per cent of public sector vacancies and the employment placement programme for the visually impaired, operated in collaboration with the Braille Foundation, persons with disabilities continue to lack access to employment. The Committee is also concerned that programmes of comparable potential impact have not been put in place for the private sector (art. 2, para. 2). The Committee recommends that the State party take additional measures to promote equality of access to employment for persons with disabilities and pay particular attention to their access to private sector employment.

25. The Committee is concerned about the marginalization of persons with mental disabilities within the health-care system, particularly the declining standards of their care (art. 12).The Committee recommends that the State party take effective steps to improve standards of care for persons with mental disabilities and update its Mental Health Act of 1934. While noting that a draft bill on mental health is currently being discussed, the Committee invites the State party to address this issue in its next periodic report and to provide data on the steps taken and measures adopted in this regard.

CRC Committee (CRC/C/URY/CO/2), 2007
47. The Committee regrets the lack of information in relation to the situation of children with disabilities and is concerned that the resources available for these children are inadequate, in particular in order to ensure their access to education. 

48.  The Committee recommends that the State party, taking into account general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9):            

(a) Ensure implementation of the Standard Rules for Equalizing the Possibilities for Persons with Disabilities, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 20 December 1993; 

(b)  Sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol; 

(c) Pursue efforts to ensure that children with disabilities may exercise their right to education, health, recreation and cultural development to the maximum extent possible. Furthermore, measures should be taken to ensure practical access to buildings and installations; 

(d) Undertake greater efforts to make available the necessary professional and financial resources, especially at the local level, and to promote and expand community-based prevention and rehabilitation programmes, including parent support groups; 

(e) Ensure that policies and decisions related to children with disabilities include them in the preparatory process and facilitate their right to express their views.

UPR, A/HRC/12/12, 4 June 2009 
82. Continue paying particular attention to the conditions of vulnerable groups such as persons with disabilities and indigenous peoples (Djibouti)- Accepted

IDA suggestions for list of issues
Articles 2 and 26

· What steps are being taken to ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRPD?

· What steps are being taken to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to employment on an equal basis with others? 

· How does the Government ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to express their views in matters concerning the child him/herself, and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights?
Articles 3 and 7

·  What steps have been taken, in the context of combating domestic violence, to address the heightened risk for girls and women with disabilities of becoming victims of domestic violence and abuse? What measures are being adopted to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women and girls with disabilities?
Articles 16 and 26

· What measures are in place to ensure that all health care and services provided to persons with disabilities, including all mental health care and services, are based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned (and cannot be substituted by third party decision-makers such as family members or guardians)?

· What laws and policies are in place to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy legal capacity on an equal basis with others in accordance with Article 16 ICCPR and as elaborated in Article 12 CRPD?
What steps are being taken to amend Article 80(1) of the Constitution which suspends citizenship rights for persons with physical or mental ineptitude which impedes acting freely and on their own?
Articles 16 and 25

· What steps are being taken to guarantee persons with disabilities, including those whose legal capacity has been fully or partially restricted, the right to vote and participate in political and public life on an equal basis with others in law and in practice?
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