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Suggestions for disability-relevant recommendations to be included in the Concluding Observations

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 98th Session (8 to 26 March 2010)
The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the concluding observations, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the reports on Mexico.  
MEXICO
(Ratified the CRPD in December 2007)
State Report
11. 
Persons not subject to criminal liability

445. 
While the entire country has a population of 2,469 persons who are mentally ill or not subject to criminal liability who are deprived of their liberty for having committed a criminal act, the institution is unable to accommodate all of them. Therefore it carefully evaluates each of the proposals made by states for inmates to enter the facility. In late 2007, the centre housed 297 inmate patients and, although its total capacity is 460 spaces, the optimal number is 300, due to the personal attention required for these patients because of the medical and psychological treatment that should be provided. In order to provide quality care, the capacity of the Centre should never be exceeded.

446. 
Despite their high cost, it seems desirable to have other centres of specialized care for persons not subject to criminal liability. The National Human Rights Commission, as a result of visits made between 2002 and 2004 to 451 prisons throughout the country to investigate whether they are equipped adequately to meet the needs of inmates with mental illnesses, particularly those related to their imprisonment, pharmacological treatment and psychosocial rehabilitation, issued General Recommendation No. 9
 on 19 October 19, 2004.   The recommendation deals with the human rights situation of inmates with mental disorders held in the nation’s prisons and is addressed to the governors of the states, the Head of the Federal District Government, the Federal Minister of Public Security and the Federal Minister of Health.

543. 
Since 2007, the National Institute for Women incorporated into the 2007-2012 National programme for equality between women and men strategies and actions relating to the protection of human rights of migrant women, including Strategic Objective 1, Strategy 1.5, line of action 1.5.4 and Strategy 1.6. Line of action 1.6.5, Strategic Objective 2, ensuring legal equality, human rights of women and non-discrimination under the rule of law; Strategy 2.3. Ensuring strict observance and exercise of human rights of women in terms of discrimination, age discrimination and equal treatment for the enjoyment of their rights; Lines of Action 2.3.1. Further harmonizing national legislation on human rights of women in line with international conventions and treaties ratified by the Mexican State, especially for women with disabilities, prisoners, migrants, elderly women, children and adolescents; 2.3.6. Strengthening training and professionalization of civil servants serving in migrant holding centres, rehabilitation, health and justice institutions, regarding human rights of women and gender equity; 2.3.7. Establish the National network of integrated Services for referral to basic services, counselling, legal counselling, psychological, health, labour, or referral, which serves women in transit or in a situation of international or national migration, to protect their human rights with the cooperation of the states and competent federal authorities, Strategic Objective 3, Strategy 3.3., Lines of Action 3.3.1. 3.3.6.

673. 
On 24 October 2007, the Diario Oficial published the decree promulgating of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, whose article 12 recognizes the legal personality of persons with disabilities.

940. 
One of the measures adopted to combat discrimination and guarantee the free, secret vote for disabled citizens, particularly those who are visually impaired, have reduced motor skills or are of small stature, has been the development of voting instruments, which results in a more positive, egalitarian experience on election day.   

947. 
With the 2005-2006 federal electoral process concluded, the Federal Electoral Institute (IFE) prepared a Report on cases of discrimination affecting the make-up of polling station teams during the 2005-2006 federal electoral process, from which the following data are noted:   

c) 
In 43 voting districts, 59 people with some type of disability were hired as electoral training assistants;    

List of Issues
17.
What measures have been taken to resolve the problem of overcrowding in all detention centres in the country and to guarantee that the basic needs of persons deprived of their liberty are satisfied, including in prisons and migrant holding centres? Please also indicate what steps are being taken to meet the needs of mentally ill prisoners and persons not subject to criminal liability (bearing in mind that only a small percentage receive specialized treatment), including follow-up to general recommendation No. 9 of the National Human Rights Commission (report, para. 446).
Recommendations from IDA
- To adopt effective measures, including rescinding legislation where necessary, to prevent and eliminate discrimination against women with disabilities and to ensure that National Legislation on Human Rights of Women in line with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

- To ensure effective implementation of the article 12 of the CRPD (Recognition of the legal capacity, including the capacity to act, of all persons with disabilities) for which it is the CRPD.

- Strengthen the efforts to ensure persons with disabilities can exercise their right to vote.

- Ensure that measures taken to address the needs of mentally ill prisoners and persons not subject to criminal liability conform to the requirements of the CRPD, in particular, recognition of the legal capacity of persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others, prohibiting deprivation of liberty based on disability, and provision of health care on the basis of free and informed consent of the person concerned.  

(�) The National Human Rights Commission indicates that, in most states, these persons are in a situation arising out of violations of the human rights to decent treatment, health care, freedom, legality and legal security. Therefore, it calls upon the authorities to take necessary steps so that inmates with mental illnesses in state prisons will receive the medical care and psycho-social rehabilitation they need and will be placed in areas suited to their treatment, relying to that end on the support of the Federal Ministry of Health.





