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The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the Concluding Observations, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State Report, List of Issues, and Replies
IRAN

Iran ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 23 May 2009.

State report
Selected references to persons with disabilities in the state report:

168. In the Twenty-Year Vision of the Islamic Republic of Iran there are provisions concerning women and family, women and health, and well-being, food security, social security, equal opportunities, equitable income distribution, strengthening of family institution free from poverty, corruption and discrimination and enjoyment of a clean environment.

In line with the Twenty-year Vision, the promotion of women and family in the general five-year development policy in the Fourth Development Plan has been emphasized in the two following areas:

….

· Providing special insurance for the elderly and disabled women heads of household and individuals without guardians, especially children. (paragraph c of article 96)
Economic Rights and Duties of women

191. According to the Charter on rights and duties of women, approved by the Islamic Consultative Assembly, these rights are as follows:

…

Article 97: The right of women and girls to benefit from the required assistance in case indigence, divorce, disability, not having a guardian, and creating possibility for their rehabilitation and self-reliance.
List of Issues
No references to persons with disabilities.

Recommendations from IDA :
· Take steps to accede to the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.
Articles 3 and 7

· Address the heightened risk for women and children with disabilities of becoming victims of domestic violence and abuse, and adopt urgent measures to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women and children with disabilities.
Articles 2, 7, 10 and 26
· Adopt measures to ensure that all health care and services provided to persons with disabilities, including all mental health care and services, are based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned, and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law. Ensure that reproductive health services are respectful of the dignity and integrity of persons with disabilities based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned.
Article 14

· Ensure the effective access to justice for persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others, including through the provision of procedural and age-appropriate accommodations and support, in order to facilitate their effective role as direct and indirect participants, including as witnesses, in all legal proceedings, in accordance with Article 13 of the CRPD.
Article 16

· Reform the law in accordance with Article 16, ICCPR and Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to guarantee the equal recognition before the law of persons with disabilities, including the adoption of measures to ensure that having a disability does not directly or indirectly disqualify any person from exercising his or her legal capacity autonomously, and to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to support that they may need to exercise legal capacity on an equal basis with others, respecting the will and preferences of the person concerned. (See also report of Special Rapporteur on Torture, 28 July 2008, A/63/175, paras 73 and 44)
Articles 25 & 26
· Repeal restrictions in the Elections Act which excludes persons with actual or perceived mental disability from the right to vote (Article 27(3)), and excludes persons with disabilities from being nominated to stand for election on account of the fact that they do not possess “physical health to the extent of being able to see, hear and speak” (Article 28(6)), which are contrary to Article 29 of the CRPD comprising the latest international standards with respect to participation in political and public life of persons with disabilities.
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