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Of the State parties to be considered by the Country Report Task Forces during the 92nd session of the Human Rights Committee, none has prohibited corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home. 

Prohibition of corporal punishment in schools is yet to be enacted in France and Nicaragua. In all states, corporal punishment remains lawful in some or all alternative care contexts. 

We hope that the Committee will question states in detail on their progress towards eliminating all corporal punishment of children, and – mindful of the concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child and that Committee’s general comment No. 8 (2006) on “The right of the child to protection from corporal punishment and other cruel or degrading forms of punishment” – make recommendations that state parties prohibit corporal punishment in all settings, including the home and schools, and support this with appropriate public education and professional training on positive, participatory and non-violent forms of discipline. 

The UN Secretary General’s Study on violence against children, submitted to the General Assembly in October 2006, recommends universal prohibition of all corporal punishment, setting a goal of 2009 (A/61/299, paras. 97 and 116). 

IRELAND – third report (CCPR/C/IRL/3)
Corporal punishment is lawful in the home under the common law right to use “reasonable and moderate chastisement” in disciplining children. Following a complaint against Ireland brought in 2003 by the World Organisation Against Torture under the Collective Complaints procedure of the European Social Charter, the European Committee of Social Rights concluded that Ireland was in violation of Article 17 of the Revised Charter because corporal punishment of children within the home is permitted by the common law defence of reasonable chastisement, which is also applicable in foster care, residential care and certain childminding settings.
 The government has stated a long term commitment to prohibition but has given no indication of timing.

Corporal punishment is prohibited in schools under section 24 of the Offences Against the Person (Non Fatal) Act. It is unlawful in the penal system as a sentence for crime and as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions. It is prohibited in some, but not all, alternative care settings. We have no information on the legality of corporal punishment of children in situations of employment.

The Committee on the Rights of the Child has twice recommended that the state party explicitly prohibit corporal punishment in the family – in 2006, following examination of the state party’s second report (CRC/C/IRL/CO/2, para. 40), and in 1998, following examination of the initial report (CRC/C/15/Add.85, para. 39).
� Resolution ResChS(2005)9, Collective complaint No. 18/2003 by the World Organisation against Torture (OMCT) against Ireland, adopted by the Council of Ministers on 8 June 2005
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