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The human rights obligation to prohibit corporal punishment
The legality and practice of corporal punishment of children breaches their fundamental rights to respect for their human dignity and physical integrity and to equal protection under the law, and the right not to be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment – rights guaranteed in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and other international human rights instruments. This briefing describes the legality of corporal punishment of children in Armenia and urges the Human Rights Committee to include the issue in its examination of the implementation of the Covenant. 
Corporal punishment of children in Armenia
In Armenia, corporal punishment is unlawful in the penal system, schools and care institutions, but it is lawful in the home and in non-institutional forms of care.

Article 53 of the Family Code (2004) states that methods of bringing up children “should exclude ignorant, cruel, violent attitude towards them, humiliating human dignity, offence or exploitation”. Article 9 of the Rights of the Child Act (1996) states that children have a right to protection from all forms of violence and that no person, including parents, must inflict violence on the child or punishment which affects the child’s dignity, and article 22 protects the child’s right to honour and dignity. But these provisions are not interpreted as prohibiting all corporal punishment in childrearing.
Corporal punishment is unlawful in schools and care institutions under the Rights of the Child Act (see above) but there is no explicit prohibition and the law is not interpreted as prohibiting corporal punishment in non-institutional forms of care. In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime and as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions under the Criminal Code (2003), the Criminal Procedure Code, the Law on the Treatment of Arrestees and Detainees (2002), the Penitentiary Code and the Constitution (1995).

In a 2002 survey by the Armenian Relief Society of more than 1,300 parents, children, teachers and other professionals, a third of parents were in favour of slapping and beating in disciplining children; preliminary analysis revealed that beating and slapping were also common in schools.

In 2010, the Government was planning to analyse legislation relating to children with a view to harmonising domestic law with international standards. In the same year the Government accepted the recommendations to prohibit corporal punishment of children made during its Universal Periodic Review by the Human Rights Council.

Recommendations by human rights treaty monitoring bodies
The Committee on the Rights of the Child has twice recommended that the state party explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children – in 2000 following examination of the initial report (CRC/C/15/Add.119, para. 33) and in 2004 in its concluding observations on the second report (CRC/C/15/Add.225, para. 40). In 2007, the European Committee of Social Rights concluded that the situation in Armenia was not in conformity with the European Social Charter because corporal punishment in the family and alternative care settings is not prohibited (Conclusions XVIII-1).
We hope the Human Rights Committee will raise the issue of corporal punishment of children in its List of Issues for Armenia, in particular asking what steps have been taken to ensure that the law explicitly prohibits all forms of corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home. We hope the Committee will subsequently recommend to the state party that explicit prohibition of all corporal punishment of children be enacted in all settings as a matter of priority.
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