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DCl-Palestine is a nongovernmental, noprofit, independent Palestinian orgaaison
established in 199dtsvi si on i s AA Pal estini ahacommumtyni ty
that is free and independent, where justice, equality and respect for human dignity prevail; and
where children can enjoy and exercise their human rights without any kind of discrimination.

DCI-Palestin® s mi s si on e and prdtect thprightsmod Palestinian children in
accordance with the NNConvention on the Rightd the Child and ther international, regional
and local standards.DCI-Palestine implements five thematic programmes, which are
interrelated and all together contribeitto the creation of a comprehensive protective
environment for children in th®ccupied Palestinian Territory

Protection of Children Victims of Community/Domestic Violence;
Protection of Children in Conflict with the Law;

Protection of Child Political Detaees;

Child Participation and Community Mobilisation; and
Accountability.
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On the Palestinian Authority (PA) level, D@hlestine lobbies for better child protection
legislation and implementation of the rule of law. In addition, {P@lestine focuse®n
strengthening the commitment and capacity of key stakeholders, such as policymakers, civil
society and the media, to support child rights. BRalestine works to improve the
accountability of the maindye ar er s of Pal est i nymsrael andhthel dr e n G
PA, throughthe collection of evidence, research, general advocacy and lobbying work. Finally,
DCI-Palestine provides free legal assistance to children prosecuted in Israeli military courts.



| A Right to life

1. Yasmin Dhaban (16) andHanin Dhaban (15)

On 27 December 2008, two sisters are killed coming home from school in Gaié&:
year old Hanin and 16 year old Yasmin were students at the Bal§snan school,
located behind the preventative security building al dl-Hawa, Gaza the girls had
exams at school and couggb home once they had finishedrasmin and Hanin left
together shortly after 11:00amat approximately 11:20am the preventative security
building was destroyed in an air strikeh e g i r | Az selrchd debperately for
thesisters- he found Hanin dead in the street, and Yasmin in the morgue.

2. Mustafa Abu Ghanima (15)

On 27 December 2008, a 15 year old boy is killed coming home from school in Gaza:
Mustafa and Yousif were walking honfeem school at around 11:00amthey were

passing close to the preventative security building whesast destroyed in an air strike
Mustafa was on Yousifods | efriswakaqidfrontéindr e we
behind- Yousif sustained injues to his head and leg, Mustafa was killed.

3. l brahim Wobérouf

On 6 January 2009, a 14 year old boy is killed when he goes to a shop in Gakhe

Mab r o uf obkashdltdr in the UN operated-Rakhoura school in Gazain the

afternoon of GJanuary, 14 year old Ibrahim asked his father for one shekel so he could

buy something from a nearby shépminutes later there was a huge explosion

| brahi més father runs to the shop aid sees
Ibrahim died fromhis injuries.

4, Ismail Hawila (16)

On 6 January 2009, a 16 old boy is killed whilst playig marbles in the street in the
Al-Fakhoura neighbourhood, Gaza: At approximately 3.45pm on 6 January three
explosions occurred in the busyl-kakhoura neighbourlea i around 33 people were
killed in the attack, including 16 year old Ismail who had been playing marbles at the
time.

5. Bilal al-Ashkar (5) andMohammad al-Ahkar (3)

On 17 January 2009, two brothers die in a white phosphorous attack on a UN
operatedschool in Gaza:Scared parents took their children to the Mashrou Beit Lahiya
school for boys, operated by UNRWA, because they heard that the Israeli army would
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not target UN schools in the early morning of 17 January, white phosphorous shells hit
the stool, killing 3 year old Mohammad and 5 year old Bilahahkar.

| B.  Human shields |

6. Ameed E (15)

On 26 February 2007, a 15 year old boi used as a human shielth Nablus: Used as

a human shield by Israeli soldiers during an incursion into NabBitys Forced at gun
point to walk in front of soldiers and enter several houses while soldiers were shooting
behind and around him.

7. Jihan D. (11)

On 28 February 2007, an 11 year old girl is used as a human shieldterrogated and
threatened beforeelng forced to walk in front of Israeli soldiers into an abandoned
building which the soldiers believed was sheltering Palestinian combatants.

8. RanaN.( 14) (Affidavit collected by B6Tsel em)

On 11 July 2007, a 14 year old girl is used as a human shielshot and injured in leg
and abdomen while sent by Israeli soldiers to inform her family to evacuate their home.

9. 6 Al g15)Mli A. (16),Nafiz A. (17)Khalil A . (15)andHussein(12)

On 5 January 2009, four boys are used as human shield in GaZaour boys made to
stand in front of soldiers made to sit in a trench close to where artillery was being fired
I soldiers fired from positions near the bdydetained until 8 January 2009

10.  Majid R. (9)

On 15 January 2009, a nine year old boy is used as a human shidlised asa human
shield in Tel atHawa, Gaza City, during Operation Cast Lead. Soldiers stormed the
building in which Majid ad his family were sheltering a soldier grabbed him by his
shirt and pushed him against the wallitshouting at him in Hebrewwas ordered to
open lags and suitcases at gunpaistruggled to open one and was grabbed by the hair,
slappedand slammed against the walhk soldier tha fired at the suitcase to destroy the
lock.



Il -treatment and torture

11.

12.

13.

14.

Ibrahim S. (15)

On 8 Nowember 2007, a 15 year old boysiarrested from his home and accused of
throwing stones, Molotov cocktails and membership of a banned organisation:
Arrested from the family home at 2:00aintransferred to Etzion Interrogation and
Detention Centrd interrogated’ kicked for five minutes whilst tied threatened with
sexual abuseé confessed detained in Damoun Prison, Israel.

Mahmoud D. (17)

On 5 February 2008, a 17 year old boy is arrested from the family home and
accused of being a member of a banned organisatioArrested from the family home
in Hebron at 1:00ann transferred to Askelan Prison inside Israehterrogated tied
and shackledo a small chairi asked about associatésshouted at and insulted
interrogation around the clock interrogated for five days and kept in solitary
confinement for nine day$ 6 Not onl vy did I suffer

deterioration of my psywlogical state, with a lack of focus, constant anxiety, fatigue and

phys

fear. | went from having a normal life at home to a small chair, handcuffs, deprivation of
sleep, shouting, threats, rounds of interrogation and serious accusations. In these

circumstancs, life becomes dark, filled with fear and pessimisiough days that words

cannot dsestenced by e dnilitary court to two months imprisonment and fined

NIS 3,500 (US$875) after entering into a plea bargain.
Abed S.(16)

On 10 February 20®, a 16 year old boy froma village near Qalqilliya is arrested
from the family home and accused of throwing stonesAt 7 am on 10 February 2008,
Abed was arrested by the army from the family honfeandcuffed, blindfolded and
beaten by soldrs - interrogated in Al Jalame Detention Centre, Israefnds and legs
tied in the shape of a cros&ept like this for one day15 days in solitary confinement
released on 27 April 2008 afided NIS 500

Mohammad A. (16)

On 25 February 2008, a 16year old boy is detained and accused of throwing
Molotov cocktails and stonesArrested from the family home in Bethlehem at 2:0Gam
transferred to Etzion Interrogation and Detention Centre, Ofer Prison addlekhe
Interrogation and Detention Centresidle Israeli solitary confinement for five days
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18.
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interrogatedi handcuffed to small chaii position abusei confessed after the
interrogator threatened to arrest his mother and siblings

Fadi D. (14)

On 27 February 2008, a 14 year old boy from a fagee camp near Hebron is
arrested and accused of throwing stones at soldier®n 27 February 2008, Fadi was
walking home from Friday prayers with his father when confrontations broke out
between a group of boys and soldiensist before entering his hoaig-adi was grabbed

by a soldier and accused of throwing stoh€é&adi denied the accusation and showed the
soldier that his hand was in a plaster ¢aseéaten on hand with rifle pushed and kicked

T transferred to Kiryat Arba police statidrinterrogatel i shouted at and threatened with
imprisonmenti asked to sign document written in Hebréwefusedi charged with
throwing stones and released on NIS 3,000 bail (US$750) on 5 April ROfgent
approximately five weeks in Telmond Prison, inside Israel.

Imad T. (15)

On 7 March 2008, a 15 year old boy from a village near Bethlehem is shot near a
settlement: Driving away from the settlement of Etzidrinjured when car hit by gunfire
T arrested by soldiers from village clinicbhandages removed insidailitary vehiclet
beateri pressure applied to wouridstripped naked and tied to stretclietransferred to
Hadassah Ein Karem Hospital, Jerusalelaft outside naked in front of passersibgio
shower or clothes for one weéknterrogated given pagr written in Hebrew and told it
was authorisation for an operationsigned papeii paper was a full confession
traumatised continues to wet the bed.

Jameel K.(14)

On 25 March 2008, al4 year old boyis detained and accused of throwing stones:
Jameel was arrested from his village near Tulkarm in the West Bank by three soldiers
slapped in the face by the soldierisands tied transferred to an unknown location and
beaten on his back and neck by soldierspe placed around his neck and tegted-
transferred to Salem Interrogation and Detention Centirgerrogated- accused of
throwing stones shouted at and threatened with beatimmpe week later Military Court
ordered his release on bail of NIS 7,5G8mily could not afford this ande remained in
prison- one week later released on bail of NIS 2,000.

Abdullah O. (15)



19.

20.

21.

7

On 5 May 2008, a 15 year old boy is detained and accused of throwing Molotov
cocktails and stonesArrested at 3:00am from a village near Qalqiliy&ransferredo
Ariel Police Statiori’ interrogated slapped blade placed to neck and asked to confess
i confessed to throwing Molotov cocktails and stohegntenced by a military court to
16 months imprisonment in a plea bargéairheld in Telmond Prison insideréel i
release date 5 September 2009.

Ezzat @K) case

On 11 June 2008, a 10 year old boy is subjected to physical abuse by soldid:

year old Ezzat from a village in Qalgiliya Governoratsubjected to serious physical

abuse by Israeli soldigrfor two anel-half hours seeking infmation on location o

handguri slapping, punching, mockinthreats to arrest family members, position abuse,
struck with helmeand weapon pointed at childds face

Abdullah A. (16)

On 12 August 2008, 46 year old boyis detained and accused of being a member of
a banned organisation: At around 2:00 am16 year old Abdullah was arrested by
soldiers from his family home in the Balata Refugee Camp, Nalslognd bomb thrown
near mother rad sister- blindfolded but not tied due to injured hantlead rammed into
vehicle- house searched accompanied by property damslgpped and verbally abused
during transfer to Huwwara Interrogation and Detention Centranderred to hospital
and A JalameDetention Centre inside Israelinterrogated- threatened with denial of
medical care left in solitary confinemenfior two days- kept in cell with lightleft on 24
hrs - confessed sentenced by military court to 18 months imprisonment arideadf
NIS 2,000 (US$500).

Hamdi A. (17)

On 14 August 2008, d7 year oldboy from a refugee camp near Bethlehem is shot
twice in the legs:walking to get bread on 14 August 200&hot twice in the legs by
soldiers- beaten, kicked and struck withrifle in the mouth by soldiers whilst lying on
the ground bleeding from his leg woundsansferredy ambulance all his clothes were
removed except underwear whilst soldiers took photos of him with mobile phtalen
to Hadasa Ein Karefnospital h Jerusalem left in his underwear causing embarrassment
- five hour operationhandcuffed to bed and prevented from usolgt - verbally abused
by sodiers and Israeli patients in hospitaho family visits in hospital in Jerusalem
interrogated irhosptal and accused of throwing a Molotov cocktail at a jeapcusation
denied- detained Ramla Prison Hospitabpent nne months in detention inside Isréel
released 1 May 2009.
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Mahmoud N. (17)

On 15 September 2008, a 17 year old boy from a&fugee camp near Ramallah us
shot near a settlement: Shot three times in the legy soldiers near Bet El settlemeént
kickedT stripped naked humiliated in front of two female soldiers taken to hospital
and left naked in view of ghpublic- accusef throwing Molotov cocktails

Samah S(14)

On 2 December 2008, a 14 year old girl takes a knife through Qalandiya checkpoint

in order to be arrested: carried a knife through Qalandiya checkpoint with a friend in
order to get arrestedamily wanted her to marry 35 year old maplaced knife on table

in front of bomb proof glass petitiontold interrogator she wanted to get arrested
agreed with interrogator's suggestion that she wanted to kill a soldier so that he would
stop shouting at her detained Al Maskubiya and Hasharon Prisen&urther court
appearance on 18 January 2008.

Islam M. (12)

On 31 December 2008, a 12 year old boy is detained and accused of throwing stones:
12 year old Islam was arrested by soldiers after a day catbhigyin an olive grove

tied and blindfolded interrogated- accused of throwing stonespushed into a thorn
bush by a soldier refused to confessthreatened with jai# denied food, water and the
use of toilets for many hourdleft tied up and bhdfolded in the interrogation room for
five hours- slapped and pushed by a soldier at Ofer Coumeteased one week later on
NIS 5,000 bail.

Husam H. (15)

On 7 January 2009, al5 year old boyis arrested and accused of throwing stones5

year ol Husam was walking home from school in the village of Zeita, near Tukarm,
when he was arrested by Israeli soldiers who accused him of throwing iStosueds tied

with plastic ties causing them to swélblindfoldedi blindfold removed and replaced

with a sack making it difficult to breathie struck on the head with a metal helniet
transferred to Huwwara Interrogation and Detention Cdntiering transfer one soldier

kept stepping on his legs whilst another soldier grabbed his hair and pulled his head
backwardg left tied and cold outside for three houirsansferred to Salem Interrogation

and Detention Centré interrogated for 30 minutes shouted at but denied he threw
stonesi transferred to Megiddo Prison inside Israedn 26 January 2009 sentedicto
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three months in prison and fined 500NIS for throwing stoines family visits or
education.

Osaid Q.(12)

On 20 January 2009, al2 year old boyis rounded up with other village boys and
accused of throwing stones at the Wall12 year old from the village of Tura al
Gharbiya, near Jenin, arrested from the family home at 2:00am on 20 January 2009
taken with his father to the local youth centreoldiers shouted at him asking him why
he threw stones at the Wallnterrogator- 'I'll teach you and your father a lesson. Your
father is being humiliated now because of yegiven a brief medical examination by a
doctor - transferred to Salem military base for further interrogatidhreatened with
beating and confessed to thiag stones released on 22 January 2009 on NIS 3000 bail

- next court appearance 15 February 2689 15 February 2009 he wéised NIS 750

and sentenced to ongonth on probation.

Bashir Q. (12)

On 19 January 2009, al2 year old boyis rounded up with other village boys and
accused of throwing stones at the WallAt 11:30pm on Monday, 19 January 2009, 12
year old Bashir was arrested by soldiers with his brother from the family home in the
village of Tura al Gharbiya, near Jenirhe was taken to évillage youth centre and
interrogated- confessed to tige throwing stones at the Wallscared by the soldiers
shouting- released on 22 January 2009 on payment of NIS 1,5@8t court appearance

on 15 February 20090n 15 February 2009 he whsed NIS 750 and sentenced to one
month on probation.

Mohammad N. (16)

On 1 March 2009, al6 year old boyis detained and accused of weapon possession:

At midnight, on 1 March 2009, 16 year old Mohammad from the Balata Refugee Camp,
Nablus, woke up to find Israeli soldiers in his bedrdoansoldier cocked his gun scaring
Mohammad taken downstairs with the rest of the faniilprdered to search the hsmi

with the soldiers accused of possessing a guaccusation denieda soldier threatened

to stab Mohammad unless he located the fwsoldiers shouting at Mohammada
second soldier slapped Mohammad and a third soldier kicked him causing himito fall
hit with assault rifle while on the grouidd c onf ess where you hid

tr

y 0 u .Méhammad denies weapon posses$iaqnun poi nted i n Mohamme

cockedi house searched no gun found tied, blindfolded and beaténhair pulledi
thrown on floor of a military jeep and transferred to Huwwara Interrogation and
Detention Centré abused during transférMilitary Court extends detention for 15 days
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on 8 March 2009 10 March 2009 transferred to Salem Interrogation and Detention
CertreT next court appearance 22 March 2009.

Ismail Z.

On 4 May 2009, al6 year old boyis detained and accused of throwing stonest

3:00am on 4 May, 16 year old Ismail from Husan village, near Bethlehem, was arrested

by Israeli soldiers from theafmily homei blindfolded but not tied walking on crutches

and leg in plasteri transferred to Etzion Interrogation and Detention Ceritre
interrogated by three men the next dayccused of throwing stones at soldiers and

having been shot denied the amsationi slapped three times ss the face and
threatened &Son of a whoweurl @lsls openyioanpthéron 6t C
interrogator pressed against ikofesgadbdu@®o i nj u

30.

the paini signed papers in Hebrewasked to collaborate and inform about who has been

throwing stone$ refused to collaborate.
Mustafa D. (15)

On 30 May 2009, a 15 year old bois detained and accused of throwing stones and
Molotov cocktails: At 3:00am on 30 May009, 15 year old Mustafa fromt dalazun
refugee camp, near Ramallah was arrested by soldiers from the familyi Haands tied
behind hs backi face sprayed with tear gésblindfoldedi manhandled into a jeep
transferred to Benyamin Police Station for interrogatiomas told others had confessed
against himi confessed to throwing stones and Molotov cockfiad$apped and beaten
outdde the interrogation roor deprived of food for two days transferred to Salem

Interrogation and Detention Cenffes o | di er rubbed his assaul't

genitals in a painful fashioin stripped and kept naked at Salem for five minutes
transferred to Telmond Prison inside Isra@letained until the end of proceedingsext
court appearance, 20 July 2009.

Settler violence \

31.

Mahmoud S. (15)

On 24 April 2009, a 15 year old boy is shot in the leg by settlerMahmoud heard
gunshots and went to the rooftop where he saw a growgitters approaching the village
- Mahmoud joined other young men to try and stop the settlers from reachinidjdge-
he approached the school and saw his friend Ammar who was climbingeupll
towards the settlers a gunshot was fired into the air and the boys ta find cover
behind a rock- as Mahmoud was about to throav stone he was shot in the leg
Mahmoud was carried to the road where

he
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Huwwara checkpoint with his fatherhe was then moved to an ambulance and taien
Rafidia Hospital in Nablus Mahmoud was delayed a few minutes at the checkpoint
because of traffic, not because of the soldiers.

AliH . (15)

On 9 February 2009, a 15 year old boy is shot by a settler at the front door of his
house:Ali was returning to his home from the grocery sk@round 6:30pmwhen he
saw a settler bus stopped on theplags road 30 metres awagm his front doori a
sdtler was standing on the other side of the barbed wire that separatesphsshyad
and Al i ©therewere hoa@niontatiofisthe settler raised a gun and fired three
shots at Ali, wounding him in the leégthe settler then got back on the Hugéli was
taken to hospital.

Mu 6 a M. €13)

On 2 October 2008, a 13 year old boy and his father are beaten by settlers as they

try to stop them from taking their olives: A t around 3:00pm, 13 vye
noticed four young settlers picking thea mi | y G Mudlait ees and hi s f at
their land and are beaten by the settfletsot h Mudéat ez and his fatt
soldiersi Mu6at ez for five hours and his father

Hamzi H. (15)

On 2 August 2008, a 15 year olthoy is attacked by up to 30 young settlersl5 year

old Hamzi was working on a building site in Hebron when he was attacked by up to 30
settlers who beat him and threw stones at hithrown off roof and fell three metrés
beating continued beating lastd around five minuteistaken to hospital.

Mohammad S.(17)

On 3 March 2008, a 17 year old is shot dead after throwing stones at a
demonstration against violence in GazaMohammad joined around 250 others to
demonstrate againstolencein Gazai they marched towards the settlement of Talmon
built on village lands and tew stones onto the settlerdmass road a settler got out of a
bus and fired at Mohammad, hitting him in the head causing death.
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Administrative detention

36.

37.

38.

Hamdi al-Tamari (15)

On 25 July 2008, a 15year old boy is arrested and placed in administrative
detention: At 4am, 15year old Hamdi waarrested from the family home in Béhem

i a soldier told Hamdi that they killed his father because he Watsr&orr and thab they
would kill all terroristsi beaten during arrest and transfenterrogated for one hour and
accused of being a member of a banned organisation, Islamici Jileauled accusation
given a three month administrative detention ordeeleagd on 13 November 2008
without chargd arrested again on 18 December 2008 at 2:00am from the familyihome
interrogator asked him who he had met with during the month since his relgasas a
second administrative detention order based@e ¢ r en cfeadmordhi on 15
April 2009, Hamdi was given a third administrative detention for four mdnfisssible
release date: 14 August 20009.

Mohammad Baran (17)

On 1 March 2008, a 17 year old boy from a village near Hebron, was arrested on his
way to hospital and placed in administrative detenton-Mo hammadés hand
seriously injured when a gas heater he was trying to repair at home explpdeehts

took him to hospital ambulance stopped by soldiers on the way and Mohammad was
transferred t@a military ambulancé operationi lost three finger$ tied to hospital bed

for three day$ interrogated in hospital for one hoiuaccused of preparing a homemade
explosive devicé denied accusation threatened with solitary confinementl0 days

after arrest informed of first administrative detention order for 6 moitheceives a
second administrative detention order on 1 September 2008 for six niorgbsives a

third administrative detention order on 28 February 2009 for three mbn#teives a
fourth administrative detention order on 27 May 2009 for 3 monthsssible release
date: 26 August 2009.

Wa 6 a dHidrayl (16)

On 28 April 2008, al6 year old boyis arrested from the family homeand placed in
administrative detention: At 3:00am,1 6 year old Wabdbad from a
was arrested from his home by Israeli soldietsands tied behind his back with plastic

cords and blindfolded did not know why he was being arrestqaaced on the floor of a

military vehicle T soldiers plaed t hei r | & gransfeorad to\VikartiaZlir
settlement and given a cursory medical chécthen transferred to Etzion Detention
Centre and Ofer prison 0 | started to wonder whether

wi t hout TKnewogadted gnberrogator said he heard from somebody else that
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Wabéad had participated in a deWadhadr raemioad
ever participating in such a demonstratiomterrogation lasted for five minutésafter
two days handed an administrative edgion order by a prison officer for six months
first administrative detention order reduced to four months by the ¢otintee days

before expiry of first order, Wabad was he
for four months, reduced to thresonths by the couit two days before the expiry of the

second order, Wadad was handed a thiird adm
o1 feel a great injustice because of this

my detention becaudecannot remember doing anything that would put the security of

the statae fagwrdak®d before the expiry of th
fourth administrative detention order for four months, reduced to three months by the
courti 0 | beeuostabie and unsure when | would be released. Such a situation is

dr i vi nag Tiirstvisit franzpgrénts on 14 June 2009 for 40 mintites 21 June

2009, Wadbad was handed his fifth aadMowi str
lamextreel v depressed and do not know what to

Entima al-Lahham (17)

On 13 July 2008, al7 year old boyis sentenced to sevemonths in prison and
receivesfour administrative detention orders for weapon possessioni7 year old

Entima from Bethlehenurned himself in at Etzion Interrogation and Detention Centre

after the Israeli army had raided his family home twicenterrogated for about 30
minutesii nt errogator OLawrenced showed Enti ma
whenheas1l4andaneth phot ograph of himself holding
i Entima told the interrogator the guns belonged to his brothers whaosviarkhe
PalestinianAuthority and were just photograplisEntima denied any military activities

or affiliation T given a 4 month administrative detention order on 13 July 2008
sentenced to 7 months and fined 1,000 NIS for weapon possession on 24 July 2008
including period already spent in detentiorgiven second administrative detention order

in November 2008 given a thirdfour month administrative detention order on 11

March 2009i receives a fourth administrative detention order on 7 July 2009 for two
months- expected release anSeptembe2009.

Mohammad Balbol (17)

On 25 July 2008, a 17 year old boy is arrested from the family home and placed in
administrative detention: At 2:00am soldiers arrested 17 year old Mohammad from the
family home in Bethleheni tied, blindfolded and beaten transferred to Etzion
Interrogaion and Detention Centre and held for eight days without interrogétion
interrogated and accused of weapon possession and being a member of a banned
organisation, Islamic Jihad 6 e v i dcemameddn &b s e c r & teceiles hig fibst
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administrativedetention order on 25 July 2008 for four monthseceives his second
administrative detention order on 24 November 2008 for four méntéseives his third
administrative detention order on 23 March 2009 for four moinghassible release date:
22 July D09.

Fair trial rights |

41.

Imad T. (15)7 (See Case Study No. 16
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| A Right to life

Case Study No. 1

 Name: Yasmin Dhaban
Age: 16
Date of incident: 27 December 2008
Location: Nearpreventative security building, Tal-Blawa, Gaza City
Name: Hanin Dhaban
Age: 15
Date of incident: 27 December 2008
Location: Near preventative security building, Talldhwa, Gaza City

Affidavit taken from: Aziz D.
Age: 19
Relation to victim: Close relative

At around 11:20am on 27 December 2008, | was sitting in our house in-Hawa in the
western part of Gaza city. Our house is a-starey villa which overlooks a ifetrewide dirt
street. The preventive security building is east of the house, aboui&tb€s away. The Interic
Ministry is east of the house and opposite the preventive security building. The headque
the Palestinian Council of Ministers is west of the house, about 400 metres away. Thing
calm that day. Drone planes were novéring inthe sky,like on previous days, when we coL
hear them constantlyWe had not heard any aircrafbhce the morning.

As | said, | was sitting on the first floor with my friend Ahmad A. (21) who lives inStalhada
street in Gaza city. We wergtudying forour al-Azahar university exams. My mother w
upstairs, and my siblings were at school. Sham (10), Bara (8) and Sondus (7) were at M
Mukarama school in dbaraj neighbourhood, about four kilometres away from the hc
Mohammad and Nou6) were at Dar ahrqam private school. My brother Ahmad (19) was
university. My sisters Hanin and Yasmin were at Balgi¥ @ahan school, which is near o
house and located behind the preventive security building to the east. The only thii
seprates Balgis a¥aman school from the preventive security building is an ewgtrewide
street. Hanin and Yasmin had an Arabic exam that dayQuils hospital that belongs to t
Palestinian Red Crescent Society is south of Balgiaahan school, abolit5 metres away. Sinc
Yasmin and Hanin had exams, the time of their return depended on the time at which the
finish their exam; between 11:00am and 11:30am.
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At around 11:20am | heard huge, deafening explosions everywhere, accednpgnthe
soundof F16 aircraft At this point, glass from the windows started falling on us where
were sitting on the first floor. | rushed to the windows to open them to stop them
shattering. The sound of explosions grewderand dust filled the street. | cloubarely see
the sky when | looked out of the window. Dust began entering the house through the wi
Before | realised what was going on, my mother shouted afinieh e g i rShesmean;
Hanin and Yasmin. It was the time they were suppdsereurn to the house. Perhaps r
mother realised, as | did, that the bombing had happened either to the preventive

building or the Interior Ministry building because such buildings were security headqt
near our housél | 6 lahdggd tIsaédnn ndy mother. | put on my shoes and left

house running with my friend Ahamd A.

| left the house to head to my sisterschool. Once | opened the door, | looked eastnthe
street and was shocked to see how thick the smoke was, anthixwubble there was.
Smoke and rubble were everywhere. | started to run. Almost everyone was standing
street.l could hear shoutingverywhere. The sound of ambulances gi@wderandlouder |

looked around and saw some pieces of concrete on the groket funning until | reache
the junction where the preventive security building is on the south side,-@uitlalhospital i<
on the opposite side.

When | reached the junction, about two minutes after | had left the house, | became s
the bombinghad targeted the preventive security building because | saw the commun
toweri which was installed on the buildirig had collapsednito the street that separates
preventive security building from -Quds hospital. The tower and rubble blockied entire
street. | saw a Mercedésblack, as | recall parked in the street and smashed and cover:
rubble. | saw a large number of schoolchildren in their school uniforms running hyster
Blood covered the faces of some children. Dust chatigedkin colour of others. By the wa
there are many schools in that area: Balgigahan school is behind the preventive secu
building in the east, Zuheir-@llami school is near alVihda kindergarten in the south.

| started looking around whilaunning along with my friend Ahmad A. | was looking at 1
girls. faces hoping | would find my sisters Hanin and Yasmin, but | did not find the
reached the street that separdtes preventive security building from-&uds hospital. The
street was filld with rubble. | saw many paramedics from the Red Crescent carrying ¢
man whose face was covered in blood. | think he was dead. | walked for about 15 me!
saw two paramedics carrying a girl. They were about five matsay from me. | looked &
them carefully.The girl was wearing a red blouse on top of her school uniform, which
torn off. She was wearing a beige cap, black trousers and white shoes. | rushed towal
because | knew was my sister. | recognised her by the cap which Id@mdyht for her as i
present.
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When | reached the two paramedics carrying the girl, | looked atj the facé. ¢t was
Hanin. Therewere woundsto her nose andldiod was coming from the back of her hei
There were many holes in her red blouse. | cathedstretchers with the two paramed
and we ran towards-&uds hospital, about 10 metres away. At the hospital gate, a m
team took Hanin. | left her there and went looking for my other sister Yasmin.

| left Hanin in the hospital at around 11:30am. | knew she was dead, but | refused to
it. My friend Ahmad A. and | left the hospital and went looking for Yasmin in the <
place where we had found Hanin. | looked everywhere around me for abeuhifiutes
hoping to find her, but I did not find her. | thought of going to her school to ask about
turned around the preventive security building and headed towards the school, al
metres away from where | was.

It was around 11:40am whendached the front gate of the school. | asked the doormal
he said there were no girls in the schégol. f ound my sister d
ot her Isdddothenfi Thhey al | |l eft the school a
schoolb e f or e t h be said Intried ta gnterdthe school but he stopped me. | k
shouting at him until some people intervened. | left him and started running arou
preventive security building looking for Yasmin. | turned around the building eaded
south. Then, | turned around the building and went west. | looked at the fgidss but did
not find Yasmin | looked on the groundb u t c o ul d.n dd notfséerany injure
persons. | saw only children running. Some of them were cryingsame of them wer:
shouting.

At this point, | decided to return to-@luds hospital to ask if they knew what happene
Hanin. | entered the hospital and asked a paramedic about her and he told me tc
search for her in one of the departments. | rushed to the first and sesmascafid looked ir
the rooms, but | did not find her. My friend Ahmad was with me. After that, | went t
emergency room on the ground floor, where the dead bodies were brought. | asked tf
standing by the door and he said there was a deadsidein begged him to let me see h
and he agreed. | entered the room and saw an old man dead on the floor. Next to h
was Hanin lying ona stretcherwhich | believe was the same stretcherhich we had
brought herthere | could not bear it and ¢ollapsed. My friend Ahmad and the gue
carried me. | was crying and shouting.

Several minutes later, | called my uncles to inform them about what happened. My
was in Egypt at that time. My uncle Khamis (29) answered the plioRka ni n ids
| 6m | ook i nglsdidotg himyY lastaned to ,cry. Then, | called the house anc
mother answered.dsked her whether Yasmoame home or not and she said she did n
hungup very quickly so my mother would not ask about Hanin. | returnétetaubble nea
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the preventive security building and kept looking for Yasmin for about 15 minutes
search was in vain. When | looked towards the western gate of the building, | saw ¢
about 10 years old, on the ground near the fence. Blood wasgd&mom his head whict
was attached to the fence. A white substancealsscoming out from his head. He wi
about one metre away from me. | left him and kept looking for Yasmin. | decided to
to the house. | did not know why.

| reached the hous® noon. Ahmad was with me. | sat down on the doorstep for aboL
minutes. Then, Ahmad went to bring women from neighbouring houses to my mother
| entered the house to tell my mother about Haih.s Y a s mil asked mymethay
ANo! Whou daol | ask about YngmathermepliedVAit éhis pobh
| collapsed and began cryind.S h e 6 s | ghid. @de, obthe women entered the hot
and | left the house. | saw my uncle Aziz (40). He asked me what had happened ar
him. | got in his car and he drove me te@uds hospital because he wanted totéeen i

body. He entered the emergency room and exited crying. In the meantime, my othel
i Adeeb (49), Khamis (29), Yusri (32) and Nahed (48ame to the hospital. Eked one ol
the paramedics who carried Hanin with me about YasimMle di dnoét br i

three girls and a boyhesad Shifa hospita

At around 12:30pm, my uncle Aziz drove us to Shifa hospital in Gaza city. Whe
reachedhe hospital, | rushed to the reception hall and started looking among the inj
went upstairs and looked in diffart sections. We looked in there section. We wouls
enter the rooms and loakt the faces othe injured people Sections were crowdedith
injured people and their families. We did not find Yasmihthis pointl stopped and sai
to my uncle Azizir My si st er | thisiswhattifele mor gue. 0

We went downstairs and headed to the morgue. It was around 12:45pm. At the gat
morgue, | sansomething | willnever forget in my entire life. More than 300 bodies were
the paved ground of the yard. The hands of some of these bodisiag Heads cut off.
Some of the bodies were covered in blood and could barely be recogniseded$uat
people were checking the bodies and looking for a relative. | decided to enter the i
entered the room with difficulty because of the crowd at the door. There was a pi
paper hanging on the door of one of the cold chambefs. d e a dhe paper daid. & fel
it was my sister. I tried to opeéen dtsh eny
| shouted at him. He stepped desiand | opened the chambet was Yasmin, wearing
green blouse and beige cap, with her right j@wiated to the leftThere were everal holes
in her chest. Blood came out of her body. Her clothes were torn off. | could not pull r
together. | rushed out of the room and looked at my uncles who were in the yard out:
morgue, while raising twof my fingers to indicate that my two sisters had been killed.

ADi d you myunck AdeeshoGteth Sheds i n the c¢hamt
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paper that dsaig $e |dftere dnd gnteretl theomorgue. In less than a ir
he came out crying and shouting. | thought he was crying for my sister Ydsi@ia. 0 d ,
aunt 6s husband, i s he said. He meard Ha Salim €32) cHorifi
news kept coing one after another. Some friends who came to the hospital took us i
to the house in Tal @lawa. On the road, | once again called my mother and toldihéfe
found Yasmin. Sheds only injured. Donod

We reached the house at around 1:10Mw uncle Aziz went and told my mother abc
Y a s mideath. $1e left her with the women and came out of the house. | did not knov
to do at that time. At around 1:20pm, my uncle Yusri brotdjlat n i body fom alQuds
hospital. We carried the body ampdaced it in the living room on the ground floor. N
mother kept shouting she wanted to see Hanin. We forcibly stopped her. We wante«
see the two sisters together because | think the shock would have less impact on her

At around 1:30pm, one ofymuncles brough¥Y a s m baudyofrem Shifa hospital. We place
the body next tdd a n i body & the living room. | left the living room when my motf
and the women came down to look at the bodies. | did not want to see my mother
time. She could ngbull herself together. She did not know what to say. She looked &
She was traumatized. She shouted and burst into tears like any other mother saying
to her two dead daughters. The women took her to the first floor.

| did not know how to irdrm my father who was in Egypt. | went to my mother and as
her whether | should call him or ndgt. | already told him ab
Y a s mshe sa@ to me. It was difficult for us to tell my father about the death of hit
daughtersvhom he loved very much. He used to call them every day and laugh with
but today wehad totell him that theywere deadIt was difficult. This is what | though
when | went downstairs. | asked one of my uncled,d nrécall which one, what to d
about my father. He took the mobile phone from me, called my father and started tall
him. After the fiveminute conversation, my uncle said he had told my father about F
He said that my father asked us to bury them and that he was trying taheotgyh the
Rafah crossing, but it was closed at that time and he would not attend the funeral.

At around 2:30pm, we buried my two sisters. Mourning ceremonies were held in front
house. At around 11:30pm, my father finally managed to enter friahROne of the mos
difficult moments was when my father met my mother and everyone was cryinigtihdy
and mother collapsed. Sadness was very obvious on my father. On 28 December 2
Council of Ministers was bombed and we had to carry the mugiiceremonies inside tr
house.

7 February 200¢
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Case Study No. 2

Name of victim: Mustafa Khader Saber Abu Ghanima

Date of birth: 30 December 1992

Date of incident: 27 December 2008

Age of victim: 15 years

Location: Near preventive security headquarters, Téllava, Gaza

Place of residence: Tel atHawa, Gaza
Occupation: Student
Class/School: 10" grade at Nile secondary school for boys

Affidavit taken from: Yousif K.
Relation to victim: Classmate and friend
Date of affidavit: 29 May2009

| live about 700 metres away from Nile secondary school for boys in -F&wah, in the south
western part of Gaza City.

At around 7:00am on 27 December 2008, | left my house in Tdaala and went to Nile
secondary school. It was the firstdayf t he f i r st s e msitsation was salnr
and normal. | did not hear aircraft shooting or even drone planes thatild oftenbe spotted
crisscrossing the sky.

On my way to school | cross a road near the preventive security headsjuaotast 50 metre
north of our house. | normally pass the western gate of the headquarters, tlata fiermce anc
walk downthe street that separates the headquarters from-@edsl hospital that belongs to tl
Red Crescent. Then, | head East. Anywlayent to school to do the final exam. Leaving sch
depends on when you finish the exam.

Mustafa Ghanima (16) is a friend and classmate. He lived in my neighbourhood. We sat
exam and finished it at around 11:00am. Then Mustafa and | lefthio®Isto go home. Man'
students, boys and girls, from our school and other schools, had also finished their ex
were leaving the school.

Onthe way back home, Mustafa and | were playing around and kicking everything we fot
if we were playing sccer. We walked dowthe street that leads to the preventive sect
headquarters to the West. Everything was calm and normal. We reached the Ea:s
surrounding the preventive security headquarters. Mustafa was on my left. Around 20 b
girls were walking in front of us and behind us.

Suddenly, | heard an explosion. Huge blocks of concrete started to fall on us. Thick du
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the street. | did not reaswhat was going on. | tried to bend over but | felt a statti@dnme in
the head. | fi¢ to the ground. | could not understand what was going on.

| was still lying on theground, when stones and rubBlepped falling on us. | looked to whe
my friend Mustafa was walking. | saw him on the ground near the northwest fence
preventivesecurity headquarters. | saw him clearly; he was about five metres away. | col
do anything. | tried to run away but | fell on the ground once | stood. | looked at my right
was swinging. | could not stand on idibl not feel any painWarm Hood kept running from my
head. For more than five minutegduld onlysee only those lying on the ground.

| grew tired of trying to stand and saw more than five people lying motionlessness in the :
think they were children from the school. tidiot know what had happened to them. | could
stand, so | crawled on nmsfomach | crawled for about 10 metres and felt dizzy. | felt exhau:
and remained where | was.

Then, | heard shouting around me, but could not see who was shdutihg. r e atality.
H e r andirgury. Carry this. Take that® heard them saying. This is what | could hear. A
that, | was no longer able to hear anything, but | felt someone carrying me.

At around 10:00pm, | woke up to find myself in the Red Cresce@uds hapital. | asked my
father (60) what happened, and he said they had bombed the preventive security headq
building now used by the security agencies of the dismissed government]. He said | h:
injured in my right leg and had undergone surgdy. head was severely injured as well
asked about my friend Mustafa and my father said he had been killed in the incident.
what happened to me and | say it under oath.

Yousif K, 29 May 2009

Case Study No. 3

Name of victim: Ibrahim Ahmed Hassan Ma'rouf
Date ofbirth: 20 May 1994

Date of incident: 6 January 2009

Age of victim: 14 years

Location: al-Fahkoura school

Place of residence: Ahmad M.

Occupation: Father, eyavitness
Class/School: 28 April 2009

With the commencement of the Israeli ground offensive on 3 January 2009, during wh
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Israeli troops invaded areas of@At atra and Salatin in B
operation Cast Lead, -Yousif{@l)fKketaidl7pamhlbrahim ijld)
and | decided to leave our house in Izbat Fadous in the middle of Beit Lahiya north Ga:
and head to schools run by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA)
schools were opened for all the people of Beit Lahseabse of the ongoing artillery and ta
shellingon Beit Lahiya. On that daysraeli tanks invaded areas of@lAt at r a an:
kilometre away from our house to the West.

My family, most of the locals, and | went to-fehkhoura school and schools nearby. My s
(Iborahim and Yousif) and | stayed in one classroom-Rakhoura school, whereas my wife a
daughter Khetam stayed in another classroom in the same schooltugiiersiinside the schoc
was extremely difficult. Food and water warsufficient given thelarge number of people
taking shelter in the school. There were not enough bathrooms either. Around 3,000 pe
more were inside the school. My sons Ibralind Yousif and | along with more than 50 pers
shared the same classroom. Our deatjon of food was two small loaves of bread and a ca
meat. Yet, we stayed in the school that day because | did not know &lbet@ go. There wa:
no safe place foall the people inie Gaza Strip. Israeli aircrafept crisscrossing the sky ai
striking here and there.

In the afternoon of 6 January 2009, | was inside the school building when my somlbeahe
to me and asked for onekel to buy things from th&hop. | gave him the shekel and remai
seated with my neighbours, talking about the bad conditions we were experiencing. Drong¢
were hovering in the sky. | could hear them very clearly. It was around 3:45pm.

Suddenly, a huge explosion took place ir
and flee. | did not know what was going on. | heard three consecutive explosions taking
followed by another two explosions. | believe all explosiom tolace southwest of the schc
and were caused by missiles fired from the drone planes.

| became terrified, like everyone else inside the school. Some people inside the schao
injured, and that made me think that the explosion took place insidehbel building. | went
to my wife Nidma and daughter Khetam to
about Ibrahim. | looked around hoping | would see him among the people, or that |
returned from the shop, or that he had not gonedstibre at all, but | did not see him. My ott
son Yousif rushed towards me. He was pale. | asked him about Ibrahim but heTsaice r e
manydeadpeople outside! Massacre! Massaare!

| could not believe what Yousif said. | did not imagine that thesaere would be very horribli
| ran towards the main gate of the school and looked south. | saw more than 200 peopl
ground. All of them were either dead or injured. | ran towards the shop opposite the sc
could not believe what | saw. Peoplere on the ground near the school gate as far as
metres away to the south. The ground was covered in blood. | reached the shop and sa\
Ibrahim on the ground. | saw young men coming and quickly carrying him away. | rar
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them to check on m and see whether he was dead or alive. They stopped an ambular
drove him away. | kept running towards Kamal Odwan hospital, near the area.

| reached Kamal Odwan hospital and found it crowded with people. | went to the recepti
and saw dead dninjured people on the floor. Beds were crammed with people. | saw m
Ibrahim on the floor. He was not moving. | realizedhad died because of his injuries

The next day, | buried my son lbrahim in Beit Lahiya cemetery. Rbrge people [44
accodingtoDCIPal esti nebds investi gat i-Fakhauija sckaollwer
also buried in the same cemetery. We stayed in the school until 18 January 2009 when
back to our house, which had been destroyed from inside. | belieedi ipacial forces wer
positioned inside the house. | went back to the house without Ibrahim, my youngest child.

Ahmad M, 28 April 2009

Case Study Nat

Name of victim: Ismail Hawila

Date of birth: 27 December 1993

Date ofincident: 6 January 2009

Age at incident 16

Location: Street near aFakhoura school

Affidavit taken from: Hasan H.
Relation to victim: Cousin, neighbour, friend
Date of affidavit: 28 April 2009

After the afternoon prayer of 6 January 2009, | left my house-kakthoura neighfurhood in
the west of Jabaliad@np to play with the children in the neighitbood; though Israeli aircra
were crisscrossing the sky. Drone planes kept hovering in the skycandtdeave because the
were participating in the I|Israeld] mi | it e
al-Fakhoura school run by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA).

| left the house and went outto the street. | saw a large number of the local residents
childrenwhohad just finished performing the a
which i s near our house. | saw my cousi.
Badhar N.(14) and Abdulla A. (11). | also saw my friends Mohammad S. (9) and Abdulla E
They were all playing marbles in the street. | wemtamlsthem to play marbles. The street w
crowded with people because most of the residents of Beit Lahiy&zbadAbed Rabbu ha
taken shelter in schools, includingfdkhoura school. The street was unusually crowded.
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Suddenly at around 3:45pm, a huge explosion took place in the-nosthl0 metres behind
in the street that leads tohkhoura schooliyhich is 40 metres away. The explosion rocked
whole area. ffell to the ground to protect myself from shrapnel scattering everywhere.

about to stand up a few seconds later when a second explosion took place. There wa
explosion just onerawo seconds after the second one. | felt something hitting my left thi
felt myself flying in the air and throwan the paved street. | tried to stand on my right leg

looked to see whdtad happened could not move my right or left leg. | didbhsee anything
because of the thick smoke that had filled the entire street.

At this point, | heard another two explosions taking place far away. | assume they were
away. | remained lying down with my face against the ground. | waited for akouninutes
until the smoke started to fade away. | tried looking behind me to see what had happene
Mohammad S. near me. His head was bleeding. He was motionless.

| looked around hoping | would see somebody and call him to carry me away froimette I<
could not move my left leg, which was bleeding heavily. | saw Osama A. (35), who is di
and cannot walk. He was pushing his wheelchair fast and heading East. | saw Said O. (3:
ground. Next to him t her efathen $WaeWWaaadged B .stand
on his feet.

| kept looking around and saw many people on the ground. They all were bleeding. The
cut into pieces. | could not bear the scene. | was in extreme pain. | fainted. | woke up
myself in Shifa hogital. My right leg was in a cast. | felt extreme pain in my left ledhad
undergonesurgeryto my left leg. | was told that | was admitted to Kamal Odwan hospital
transferred to Shifa hospital. But | was not aware of all that.

| asked my fatherkmut the incident, and he told me that | had miraculously survived wh
most of the people who had been in the stretitestime of the incident were killed. He told n
that 14 people were killed in the incident [33 according to-B@ | e st i ngations]
including Mohammad Shaqoura, my cousin Ismail Hawila, Bashar Naji, Abdulla Abdulla,
Obai d, 06Ahed Qaddas, Osama Abu Askar wi
people. A large number of people from the neighbourhood were alsednjin addition to that
11 members of the Deep family were killed. | assume they were killed in the fourth an
explosions, which | had not heard clearly. The Deep family lives westratkdloura school.

| still have problems in my left thigh ameted treatment. Luckily, my right leg is fine now.

Hasan H, 28 April 200¢
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Case Study Ndb

Name of victim: Bilal Mohammad Shihda a\shkar

Date of birth: 12 October 2003

Date of incident: 17 January 2009

Age atincident: 5

Location: Beit Lahiya project school, Beit Lahiya, northern Gaza
Name of victim: Mohammad Mohammad Shihdashkar

Date of birth: 20 June 2005

Date of incident: 17 January 2009

Age at incident: 3

Location: Beit Lahiya project school, Beit Lahiya, northern Gaza

Affidavit taken from: Sahar A.
Relation to victim: Uncl eds wif e
Date of affidavit: 24 February 2009

With the commencement of the first Israeli air strike of the military operation codenamed
Lead" on the Gaza Strip on 27 December 2008, targeting military posts of Hamas ¢
services and houses of Hamas activists, | became very scared for dngrgrelspecially becaus
I live near one of the Hamas activists near Tel Za'tar secondary school for girls in the mai
of Beit Lahiya. The house targeted is only 20 metres away from mgtiweyconcrete house
My house is an old house full of cka; so | was scared it might fall on my family; especi:
with ongoing heavy F16 air strikeshave three childrenyasin (18), Shihda (19), and Riha
(15).

In the afternoon of 29 December 2008, my children and | headed west to the house
brotherin-law, Mohammad S., two kilometres away inCalir'a atKhamisa neighbourhood ¢
Beit Lahiya. Mohammad S. deaf and dumb

My children and | took some clothes and food with us because we feared we would haye
for a long time in Mohammadtsouse We stayed only one day in his house. Air strikes on

Lahiya intensified when Abu Ja'far-lansour school500 metres r o m Mo h &ausea
was targeted. The situation worsened that night and we were terrified. We were scared
intelligence headquarters- 100 metres from Mohammédshouse - might be targeted
Mohammad's wife Njoud and | decided to leave mlegghbourhood. At around noon @®
December 2008, my children, Njoud, her children Bilal (5), Mohammad (4), Madeleine (¢
Sabri (2) andl left Mohammad's house and headed to Njoud's father's house in

neighbourhood of Beit Lahiya.
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We thought at that time thahe Aslan neighbourhood was much safer thhe al-Qur'a al

Khamisa neighbourhood. We stayed in Njoud's father's housevfen glays, during which tim
the offensive escalated. Fear filled the hearts of my children and all other children stayin
house. We were around 50 people, including 30 children. Israeli tank shells were falling
area surrounding the housergeting houses and agricultural lanBanks invaded 'Atatra an
Salatin, west of Beit Lahiya, and were about three kilometres away fr@mAslan

neighbourhood. We therefore decided to leave the house. As soon as things calmed fo
minutes at aroun@:00pm on 5 January 2009, weny children and |, Njoud and her childre
Njoud's father and his sons, their wives and childrarere able to leave the house and h
south to my brother Mohammad Tanboura's thioeenhouse, 1.500 metres away. The hoigs
west ofthe al-Fakhoura neighbourhood. We were more than 50 people. | was surprised
my brothers and sisters in my brother's house which became very crowded. My childre
and everyone spent the night in my brother's house. We had no a&dfmpdhbr water, or eve
blankets. My brother's financial situation is bad.

That night, F16s targetatie Abu 'Askar family house ithe al-Fakhoura neighbourhood. | fe
as ifthe air strikes were followingne and the children wherever we were goimgthle morning
of 6 January 2009, | took the children to schools rurithieyUnited Nations Relief and Work
Agency because | heard such schools were sheltering people like us, in addition to the
they were safe as the Israeli army could not taigah because they are run by UNRWA.

Njoud and | and the children went to Mashrou Beit Lahiya school for boys, while the rest
family went to different UNRWA schools. When we reached the school, it was crowded ¢
looked for an empty classroom shelter ourselves, but we did not find any. While we w
walking in the corridor, | saw my cousin Aziza T. in one of the classrooms. She was w
other family members and-iaws. The classroom, which measured 6x4 metres, was shel
around 50 pedp. We joined them anyway and spent many days there.

On the second day, 8 January 2009, Azhar B., the sister of Njoud's husband Mohammad,
the school with her children Mohammad (11), Fatima (8), Mahmoud (6), Ahmad (2) and
R. (2 months) and joed us in the room. We had no adequate blankets or food. We
provided with one meal a day. My three children and | shared two cans of meat2btbabes
of bread. There was obviously not enough food for us at all and it did not silence our
stomachs.

The school was three storeys. The first and third floors were for women and children un
age of 14, while the second floor was for men. We had no electricity or water. Shellir
bombardment continued, and we allwvomen, children, and me- were terrified; especiall’
when F16s targeted the nearby Mashrou Beit Lahiya market and destroyed shops an
Children were terrified. They kept screaming and crying at night. A large number of the
themselves.
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On 16 January 2009, | heardagiting in the classroom next to the classroom where | was ¢
second floor. Only Njoud and | were inside the classroom. The rest of the families who
the classroom with us had left the school to stay with their relatives. People were sl
beause Fatima (15) had been injured twice in the dggandom bullets fired through tr
window of the classroom. UN employees warned us najotelose to the west and nor
windows that overlook Beit Lahiya.

At around 3:00am on 17 January 2009, we akevop to the loud sound of illuminating bomt
scattering in the sky like fireworks, and falling west behind the school, only 50 metres
That night, a house was targeted by F16 aircrafts. | learned later that the house targeted
to the Lubbadamily. It was close to the school towards the west. The illuminating bombs
falling until 5:00am. The smell of the white smoke released from such bombs was so fot
could only breathavith extreme difficulty. The smlereminded me of tear gagear and horrol
filed my heart. Children in the school kept crying and screaming. We could not clos
windows because we were afraid that the glass might shatter with the heavy explosions
by such bombs. We did not know where to go at such ag katr. Njoud's children wer
crying and screaming for fear and horror. Her daughter Madeleine wet herself.

My daughter Riham and | went out of the classroom and sat on a desk in the corridot
Njoud changed Madeleine's clothes. Azhar's son Mahmalsd wet himself. Althougt
Madeleine and Mahmoud were big children, they wet themselves because they were terri
cold, just like the other children in the classroom. | sat on a desk on the left side of th
while my daughter Riham sat on anatltkesk on the right side of the door. Njoud handed
son Sabri to Riham so that she could take the wet mattress out of the classroom. She
mattress that Madeleine had wet and placed it on a desk in the corridor to dry out. Her «
MohammadBilal, and Madeleine followed her.

While Njoud was entering the classroom, a huge explosion took place. | saw concrete
falling inside the classroomhid under the desk and placed my head between my legs. | d
know what was going on. In the meantime, the classroom filled with thick white smoke. |
by the door. | could not breathe because of the dust and smoke. | could not see either. | |
the school yard and saw flames falling from the sky. The yard was filled with thick white s
| started to scream. | was confused and scared. The Israeli army was bombing the schoc
came from the east from Izbat Abed Rabbu that had been inbbgdbd Israeli army.

At this point, a man came to the third floor. I was walking in the corridor, trying to e
without knowing what had happened inside the classroom, when my son Yasin grabbe
took him and climbed down the stairs to exit to fubool yard. At that moment, | saw n
daughter Riham. She was injured in her thghshrapnel. Her clothes were covered in blo
She could walk, but fear and horror were clear on her face. She was bleedéngtd the yard
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and began shoutingHelp Njoud and her children. I'm fine.After that, | saw Mohamma
comingfrom the building, carrying his wife Njoud. Ambulances came to the school at this
Mohammad began shouting and screaming. He was deaf and dumb. He could express
only through Bouting. He was trying to stop an ambulance so that they could help hi
Njoud. He kept hitting the ambulance with both his hands. The ambulance stopped
immediately put his wife Njoud inside. She was injured all over her body. Her clothes
covered in blood. She was staring at me as if she could not believe what had happened.
placed inside the ambulance. Her daughter Madeleine came. She was mildly injured in t
She stood next to me. Ambulances took only critically injured psrd@icould notwait.

The time was nearing 6:00am. A man living near the school came to the yard and took
Madeleine, and my fiwgearold cousin Mahmoud B. to his house east of the school. | lec
later that the man was frothe al-Kahloutfamily. He brought us some cloths soaked in wa
We placed them on our faces because we inhaled the white smelly smoke released -
bombs. We stayed for about half an hour in the house, during which | received a teleph:
from Zaidan B., Njoud' brother, and Mahmoud's father. He told me that Njoud's sons Mah
and Bilal had been killed, and Njoud was in critical condition. He added that myisi&ier
Muna A. (18) was in critical condition and her leg was amputated. His daughter Fatimas(
injured in the face and sustained burns from the illuminating bombs. He also wanted to cl
his son Mahmoud.

After a half an hour, an ambulance came and took me with the children. My daughter
fainted when the ambulance arrived. Because ofchiécal condition, she was admitted

Kamal Odwan hospital. Mahmoud, Madeleine and | were taken'fonala hospital in Tel al
Za'tar. | was injured in my right thigh with shrapnel. | had some difficulty breathing. | sust
burns on the face. When weached the hospital, the doctors said my injuries were mild i
could return to the house.

I immediately left the hospital and went to Kamal Odwan hospital to check on my da
Riham and Njoud. When | reached the hospital, | discoveredRit@m was getting bette
Njoud on the other hand was in critical condition. Her right hand was amputated. The
administration asked us to leave the hospital because it was crowded with people who
killed and injured in the attack. | didbhknow where to go this time. There was no safe pl
We were sent to Hafas school irFalooja area.

Two days later, the Israeli army withdrew from northern Gaza. My children went back
house. | on the other hand accompanied Njoud on herariggypt. We spent 33 days in-¢
Ma'dai military hospital in Cairo.

Njoud is feeling better now, but she lost both her children Mohammad and Bilal. Her
children Madeleine and Sabri are much better now. They recovered from their injurie
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daughterRiham recovered as well. Fatima, Azhar's daughter, is still suffering. He faci
critically burnt. Muna Ao6s | eft | eg was
she were dead.

Now | do not know where | can find a safe place to goltewsuch wars erupt.

Sahar A, 24 February 20C

| B.  Human shields |

.Case Study No. 6

Name: Ameed E.
Date of incident: 26 February 2007
Age: 15

Nature of incident: Human shield

On Monday,26 February 2007,taabout 5:00am|] was woken up bythe soundof intensive
gunfire and sound bombs. However, | stayed in bed. | was in my room in my house loc
Tulkarm-Nablus Street, knowas Haifa Street, 20 metres away fromSalam Steet. | also
heard sounds of engines. | immediately got up and turned on the TV to watchAfia& &lcal
channel. | read on the news ticker that the Israeli army had invaded the city of Nablus.
minutes later, | heard knocking on the door of our Bot#y mother went and opened the dc
She moved back when she saw the Israeli soldiers at the door, as she explained to us |
of the soldiers threw an object, and she thought it was a stone. Within seconds, the
exploded, creating a deafegirsound. | left the room and headed towards the kitchen,
metres away from the door of the house. Our house is located on the second floor wit
leading to the main street. My mother then called us and asked us to leave the house. W
hows e , my half Dbrother Ahmad (27), his wi
brother Arafa (12), my sister Manal (17), my grandmother (75) and I.

We reached the balcony, adjacent to the main entrance of the house. One of the soldiers
a khaki uniform and a helmet, and carrying a weapon, ordered me to lift up my shirt. | did
then asked me to approach him. When | approached him, he grabbed my hands and pt
towards another soldier, who pushed me again towards another ose @amdThere ereabout
12 soldiers who kept pushing me around. Their faces were painted. They did the same
Arafa and Ahmad. Then the soldiers gathered us on the main street, and forced us to we
of them at gunpoint. They herdedust®@vs i n6s house, adjacent

When we reached the neighboursdé house, \
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l srael.i sol diers had broken into the ne
were holding the 1Tamily memkers, severof them were children, in the living room. TI
living room was a large room, about 40 square metres. It had a set of couches on one
one couch on another side. It had no bathroom. All the family members were sitting
couches, and we were ordered to sit in the other corner of the room. Some of the soldiers
the room where we were detained, and a number of them were stationed at the entran
room.

A few minutes later, one of the soldiers pointed at my siMteral and asked her to go to hil
She was absent for some five to 10 minutes, and then returned but we did not know w
going on in there. They called my brother Arafa and he was gone for five to 10 minutes a
returned. | did not speak to himal did not know what had happened to him either. After 1
the soldiers called my other brother Ahmad. They took him to the kitchen and
interrogating him loudly. They asked him about my brother Amr while slapping him acro
face several rimesAfterwards, they brought him back to the room while slapping him,
forced him to sit alone in one corner. They then called my mother and interrogated her fc
10 minutes. Once again, they called Manal and interrogated her. | learned latee thaveskhe
same answemgiven by my mother.

The soldiers called me again and pointed at the house located on the east side of our
said it was my paternal uncl ebébs house.
followed me with their wapons loaded and ready to shoot. | was neither blindfoldec
handcuffed. After walking 10 metres away from the living room towards the stairway (
house, they ordered me to go to my wuncl
my u B leolse, vhereas the soldiers stood on the stairway. | knocked on the door an
everybody inside to leave the house. They all came out and there where six of
Muhammad, Sameh, their mother, their sister and their two nieces.

The soldiers begarearching Muhammad and Sameh and then we all headed back to the
which we were held, 20 metres away. The street was full of military vehicles. We all, 26
including 14 children, were detained in the living room eQ ws i nds hou g

allowed to go to the bathroom and we were denied access to food. However, they allow
drink some water; one of the-@awsi nds daughters was al

water. Thirty minutes later, one of the soldiers called me. Judgingtfremrders he gave to tt
soldiers, | believe he was an officer. His uniform did not indicate any rank difference, thot
broken Arabic, he ordered me to go into the kitchen and asked me about my brother
replied by saying | did not know; a repllyat earned me some slaps across the face. He
brought me back to the living room. | cannot recall who was next to being calle
interrogation. Anyway, | learned later, after the soldiers pulled out from the area, that the
my brother Arafa t@ur house, ordering him to open the wardrobe and brought him back.

Once again the soldiers called me and ¢
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There were 12 of them carrying weapons and fully prepared. When we reached the ent
the hous, they asked me to open the door and walk into the house. It was difficult for
open the door because | could not see it clearly. The soldiers had thrown a smoke bon
place; a practice followed by the soldiers when they raid houses in ordaffécate people
inside. However, | did manage to open the door and they walked behind me. Whenev
was a door, the soldiers would ask me to open it, walk into the room, and then start s
after asking me to step aside. Sometimes they wouldnasko go to a specific corner befc
starting to shoot. They fired about eight bullets inside the house and one or two towards t
entrance of the house. We spend about half an hour inside the house where the soldiers
the whole place.

The sddiers then asked me to walk in front of them towards our house. This time | was te
because the soldiers were shooting and forcing me to walk in front of them towards our h
metres away from aSalam mosque. After searching our house, theyditome back to the-a
Qawsinbés house. Five minutes | ater, they
house and open its windows. Four soldiers were walking behind me ready to shoot. W
reached the house, the four soldiers stood orsténevay and asked me to go inside and o
the windows. | did the job, and then left the house and sat for a while on the stairway. On
soldiers asked me if | had opened all the windows and | replied yes. We spent five minut:
and they brouigt me back to the confinement room ofda wsi ndéds house.
called my cousin Sameh, who had followed us with his brother Muhammad minutes ai
were forced to leave the house. He was gone for about 15 minutes.

The soldiers asked about our identification cards, but my brother Ahmad had e
identification card at our house. Ahmad asked one of the soldiers to let me go and fetct
soldier agreed. Therefore, | headed to the house without an escort, tbrougth ma d 6

handed over to the security officer. A couple of minutes later, | saw the security officer h.
back the ID to Ahmad. Then | saw the soldiers handcuffing my cousins Muhammad and
and Basim, one of the-§a s wi no0 s, a nirssidepounet of thenegps.tTheg then pul
out of the area.

The lIsraeli incursion started at 5:00am and lasted until 7:30am. The Israeli soldiers force
wal k 1 n front of them three ti mes,; t he
hose to search it and the | ast time to
while walking behind me. | was interrogated and slapped on the face five times. In add
that, the security officer threatened to shoot meliflinot confes

20 March 2007
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.Case Study No. 7

Name: Jihan D.
Date of incident: 28 February 2007
Age: 11

Nature of incident: Human shield

On Wednesday, 28 February 2007, at about 5:00am, | was woken up by the voices o
soldiers announcing curfew through loudspeakers. | was sleeping in my room along witl
sister Hanan (15), my brother Muhammad (16) and mye2#old aunt. My room isn part of
an old building located in the old city of Nablus. We live on the second floor. The rented
is divided by a 20 square metre yard. The first section of the house, where my room i
square metres and it has its own bathroom. My grandparents live indimeadjacent to m
room. Therewas another room in this section of the house but it wamatished durinc
previous Israeli incursions into the old city. The other section of the house, where my |
live, is composed of two rooms, a corridor and a small kitchen. In other words, our hous
old building with two houses adjacent to eatleo, separated by a 20 square metre yard a
on the second floor, whereas the first floor is abandoned.

Our houseisinaht o6ut nei ghbour ho o d-Nasr0eetnmeahe ceatse
the old city, and almost 300 metres to the east ah8&a circle, in the centre of Nablus. | wo
up and heard the sol di e Nswalkimgyithe gtreetshdarmer ¢
yourlifed and | heard sounds of sporadic exp
woke up, as well as myildings, and we all headed to the other section of the haosay
parents We all gathered in the bedroom and started looking out the windows to wat
movements of the Israeli army. | saw a number of armed soldiers dressed in khaki unifol
big caps. After an hour and a half inside the room, and because it was not dark outsidt
able to see the soldiers breaking down some doors in the neighbourhood using iron tc
hammers. When | saw them,mioved away from the windownd joined my aunand my
siblings, whist my parents were outside the room next to the kitchen door.

At around 8:00am, armed soldiers, dressed in dark green unifdimaslsraeli army uniform

stormed our house by climbing the stairs to the second floor. When the soddieined the mai
entrance to the second section of the house, my mother was standing by the door. They
her to get all of us out of the room. My mother called us and asked us to leave the room
complied and went into the yard. The soldigvgh nothing covering their faces, spoke with r
father in Hebrew. We , accompanied by so
and stayed there for about 10 minutes. Ten minutes later, they took us back top a1
bedroom which has two widows that overlook @At o 6 ut nei ghbour ho!
an hour. The soldiers lefhé room and sat on the doorstden they all left the house. MV
mother and | went out to the yard. While | was standing there, | heard some loud knock
neighbouring house. My sister and | went to our room and looked from the northern winc
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see soldiers knocking on the doors of C
coming andgoing from our house. They hadlmging machine and startedgding. However, |
was not able to see them actually digging, but | heard sounds of digging until around 3:0C

At around 3:00pm, the soldiers, 50 of them, came back and searched the house thorougt
spoke with my father in Hebrew and asked himeaogs all out and then forced us to go to

room. We all went to my room, whereas my grandparents were allowed to go to their roo
soldiers did not enter the room. Instead, some of them stayed in the yard, and the rest v
my par ent saround 7030pm, my Adrents went to the kitchen on the other side

house to fix dinner for us, after my father had spoken with the soldieesdoor to my roon
was open and one of the soldiers was standing there.

Fifteen minutes later, my mother cam&ck with food thinking that my father was already w
us in the room. We did not know where he was. She went out to the hall, and called hi:
Afterwards, she came back saying that the soldiers had taken my father out of the h
interrogate himWe sat to eat dinner where everything was quite normal and the soldier
outside the room. By the time we finished our meal, my father came back and told us tha
been taken away for interrogation. My mother and aunt went back to the kitclignhim
something to eat and my brother Hamza followed them.

While we were in the room, an armed soldier, wearing a purgkirT and military trousers
entered the room and called my fatheros
lookbut the soldier shouted at me fAGo i nsi
my sister Hanan and | teavethe room. We did so as my father entered the room. We wer
into the yard, and saw many soldiers there, apart from those gjdndihe door of the room. ,
few minutes | ater, my mot her wal ked out
not been allowed to come back to my room after she had left it to prepare dinner for my
My mother then took us inside mygchp ar ent s r oo m. Tdthke raom &ane
screamed AJi hano, h e wa sshonlder andbtook me tditee yayrd. |
started interrogating me in Hebrevhilst another soldier was doing the interpretation. He as
me AWher e hae fighter s ? 0 aMitheatesdtaputeme intprésont He
brought handcuffs and threatened to handcuff me. He actually tried handcuffing me but |
my hands back. He asked me so many questions that | had to give up. | talhitthis houst
located to the south, where some young mvemt once in a while; something known to t
locals. The multstorey house had been abandoned for years and is adjacent to some h
the neighbourhood. | had visited the house when it wHsrdgtabited several years ago; i
residents were known to us and we used to visit each other.

It was around 8:30pm when the interrogator asked me to accompany him to show tF
house; something | did not oppose. | walked in front of the soldiers who were armed an
to shoot. The area was quiet and no one was there. The investigator antdea afisoldiers, |
do not know how many, followed me. The house in question was 50 metres away, to th
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of our house. When | pointed at the house, two soldiers brought me back to my house
uttering a singl e wor dfinditlfull ef sdldiers. Same of yhenp veel
lying on the bed, some of them sitting on the floor, and one soldier was standing behi
None of the soldiers said a word, except one soldier asked me my name. | replied | ar
They had no female soldiand none of them spoke with each other.

Ten minutes later, the two soldiers who brought me back to the house walked into the roc
another soldier. One of the soldiers spoke Arabic and asked me to accompany him aga
abandoned house. | walked front of the three soldiers and we all headed towards the h
For the record, the house consists of three floors and only the third floor is abandoned,
people live in the first and second floor. When we reached the house, | saw a numlube st
surrounding the housandits entrance. While going up to the third floor, |1 saw several sol
on the stairway. None of the soldiers had climbed up to the third floor yet.

The stairway to the third floor was dadghe soldiers switched on thights on their weapons.
walked into the house; its entrance led directly to the kitchen. As | rememberd the kitche
door that led to the roof. The soldiers then headed to the roof and searched it. | asked
take me back to my house butoffeot he sol di ers said ATel l
but | said | did not kRow any place else.hEy held me for 10 minutes. Afterwards, they brou
me back to the house and one of the sodo
not tell anyone that we took you. o0 Anot't

| reached the house and went up to my room accompanied by two soldiers. | was afr
exhausted. | fell asleep. The next day, the soldiers pulled out from the drefcurse out o
our house.

24 March 2007

.Case Study No. 8

Name: Rana N.
Date of incident: 11 July 2007
Age: 14

Nature of incident: Human shield
Affidavit collected byB6 Ts el em
My name is Randl. | am 14 years old. | live with my family (my brother and sisters) in a h

thatconsistsf three roomsits size is 80 squaraetres We live in the East ofleBureij Refugee
Camp, 500metresfrom the border with Israel. In the area where we live, there are I
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soldiers with tanks and shooting. When | hear the voice of the soldiers screaming and tt
approaching | feel terrified from the screaming sufldiers and the drking of the dgs
accompanying the soldiers.

| sleep at my grandmothiars h o me wi t ddi Zemd (18)oMy grandmoid@rs hi®
25 metresaway from our hose | sleep at my grandmoth@ebkecause my grandmother ne@ay
help because she ®dd. She needs sorbedy to feed her and give her water and medicine.
grandmother can not move easily.

On 11 July 200,Zeiad and | were sleeping at my grandmabher h lomoke epto the sound
of a big explosion, which slok the house and the windows. | was terrifiddsaw my
grandmother and Zeiadere terrified. We heat the voices of soldiers speagitdiebrew and
shouting, in addition to the sound of the tanks that were approaching, and the sounc
airplanes in the sky, the noise continued un@B&m.

Momens after | woke up | heard banging on the door, and a person asked us in Arabic to
of the house. The banging on the dgoew loudeyand we did not know what to do, to open:
door or not. My grandmother asked me to open the door, | approacheddhend | was
terrified because the banging on the door lwader and louder

When | opened the door Zeiad was standing behind me. | saw many soldiers in their u
armed, wearing helmets. Their faces were painted black. One of the soldeasiss&come
out of the house and to sit beside the door on the highdside of the door. My grandmothe
Zeiad and | sat on the ground, we were af@idhe soldiers who were standing apainting
their weapons toward us.

Soldiers conducted sedwes inthe house and around it.ftAr that they sbod near us. One
soldier askd me to stand in order tgo to my family house which is 25 etresaway from my
grandmothe&d bouse to ask my family tbome out

| ran toward my familyd &ouse to tell them teome out After six metes, | felt pain in my
abdomen anddfl to the ground. | felt dizzy andould hardly breatb. After that | felt somebody
was carryingne and | doé@ know wherethey took me

| woke upfour dayslater; my mother was sitting beside measked her wherewas My mother
told mel wasin SerokaHospital. | felt severe pain in my abdomen and in my left leg, as a |
of the bullets fired by the soldiers. | stayed in Seroka for treatment for 21 days. | suffered
my abdomen and lielike the bulletshadtorn my intestinesand | ®lt that some parts of m
body wee not there.

| have one leg semi paralyzed, anchhhardly move it because of the bullet that hit me. U
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today | feel dizzy and | cannot go to the bathroom akortel cannot eat norriia because of the
injury to my abdomen, the only food that | can have ishywgand juice.

As a result of my injury my liféhas become hardican not move freely. | was taking care of 1
grandmother, but now | am in need for stvo@y to take care of me. The academic yearest:
on 1 September 2007, | do not know hdwan go to school in this difficult health condition.

8 August 2007
Case Study No. 9
Names: Ala A. (15),Ali A. (16), Nafiz A. (17),Khalil A. (15) andHussein (12)
Date of incident: 2 January 2009
Ages: 12,15, 16 and 17
Nature of incident:  Human shields
Affidavit taken from: Al
| live in Beit Lahiya, 50 metres south of-@lAt atra <circl e. My f

mother, my brothers Nafiz (17) and-$éaro | d t wi ns Fadi and O6AI

On Friday, 2 January 2009, at around 4:30pm, artillery shells and missiles from /£
helicopters started falling on agricultural lands and houses nearby. My family and | stayec
the house and did not leave at all. We could not actually leave the house because of the
of the bombardment.

On Saturday, 3 January 2009, at aroun@®@fm, | heard two heavy explosions near my hou:
heard people and the neighbours shouting. | learned later that the two explosions took
the house of Khamisdl At t ar , one of my relatives. }
house. Beaas e of the | oud shouting, |l though
nearby had been injured. My family and | kept waking up that night in fear and terror bec:
the intensity of the bombardment. At around 5:00am, the sound of explos®msbgger,
especially from the area of the Ghneim f
not stop, so we decided at around 7:00.
located west of our house about 50 metres away.

My u n loolse was much safer than our house. Most of our windows had shattered |

of the shells that fell nearby in the G
storeys: the first floor is warehouses and the second floor is an apartmeet marncle
Sameer and his family Iive. My family a

ther e. My brother Fadi did not come wit!
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i's near my uncl eds hous e.undersanmasr, hiswife, hie dhikire
Ola (8), Hasna (10), Hussein (12), Ali (5), and Kamal (7), in addition to his married da
Filastin (19), her husbandand herfmo nt h ol d son. We spent
the bombardment continueBuring the night, Israeli tanks invaded Beit Lahiya and helicog
crisscrossed the sky.

On Monday, 5 January 2009, at around 6:30am, | woke up teadimed of heavy gunfire.
realied that the | sraeld.@ ar my was I mefds dagth a
uncl e Sameer6s house. Bull ets entered my
on the ground and began crawling to escape the bullets that came through the nortt
western windows of the house. We headed towards a drediro the south side of the hous
Once we reached the door of the room, bullets started to come from the south, so we
east. | saw bullets coming through the eastern windows but did not know from where the
fired. | think the Israeli army hasurrounded the house from all directions. | learned later
the Israeli army was on the rooftop of Imaedat t ar 6 s house, sout hy
metres away. | learned later from my mother that she saw Israeli soldiers on the streehee
house, and | think they were the ones who shot at us from that direction.

My mot her and my wuncle Sameerdés wife be
here! o My mother wrapped a white pi ecfem
the southwestern side of the house so that the soldiers would know we are civilians. Wt
waved the white banner, the soldiers fired heavily at the banner. Suddenly, amidst the f
terror, | heard the sound of people running. When | heanglpespeaking in Arabic, | looke
out the eastern window, and saw people on the main street r@aktllat r a ci r
carrying white fl ags. My father | eft Sa
to tell my grandfather, uncles, cans, and my brother Fadi to flee. We, | mean my brothers
uncle Sameer and his children, would follow them later. Half an hour later, my mother a
uncl ebs wife were ready, so we went to

sicce my uncleds house was no | onger safe.

My mother went down the stairs and we followed her. Once she opened the front door,
in the west side of the house, | heard Israeli soldiers speaking in Hebrew and shoutin
mother. She was surprised the proximity of the soldiers to the door, and quickly closed it
that moment, a huge explosion took place and | think it came from a percussion greni
soldiers threw at the door. The explosion was so great that it broke down the iron doand
terrified. We started running back up the stairs to the second floor. | was so terrified
stepped over one of my cousins. Other people stepped over me. | was so terrified | did n
who stepped over me or whom | stepped over. We all wenttbatk my uncl e
suddenly heard someone speaking in Arat
Anot her person spoke in broken Arabic a
militants. o | t hi rbéausetof theayshe spoke. | didrnet eetogaishe
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first person whom I heard saying ASamee
and his children. Then we all went down to the front door.

When | exited the front door, | saw around 50 Israeldiers standing in a line against the w
in front of my wuncle Sameer6s house. Th

their weapons at us. Most of them were young; | think their ages ranged from 17
Immediately, one of them drggd my uncle Sameer and placed him on the north side, anc

pointed at my mot her, Sameer 6s wife an
motioned to them to head south towards Said &lt ar 6 s house, onl vy
pointedda t he rest of wus: Ala (15), Nafiz (1

go join my uncle Sameer. At this point, | saw my cousin Habifsttar (36) handcuffed. | thinl
he was the one who called us to get out of the house. | also samkemaf my relatives
handcuffed and standing next to each ot
They were Abu Nimr A. (53), his son Nimr (27), Saqgr (21), Sakhr (20), Samid (19), and It
Habib A. (18).

| was very scared because the soldiers ordered us to stand in a line against the wall. |
they were going to execute us. They turned our faces towards the wall and lifted our hi
soldier then started kicking our legs to separate them. | meaarited us to stand with our fe
apart. My cousin Hussein (12) was on my right with his father next to him, while my bi
Nafiz (17) was on my left. Another soldier started searching us; he searched us after we
our heavy clothes, keeping ortlye light layers on. A soldier had pointed at us to take off
clothes before another soldier started searching us. | took off my sweater and trousers, ai
white shirt and white light trousers on. A fourth soldier started tying our hands to et

with white plastic cords. He tied my ri
brother Nafizds right hand. My brot her
person in |ine. A sol di er ckadnas thealinedollogvedahior

We stood in line in the middle of the street. We were 13 people. The soldiers stood be
with their assault rifles pointed at our backs, and then started pushing us with their rifles.
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03/26/2009 03:42 am

Ali (left), and his brothet?! f | = Syl OdAy3 GKS 62Reé& &SIk NOK T2

It was approximately 10:00am when we s
house, which was 50 metres away. The soldiers took us inside the house and | saw the
numberof soldiers were already inside; they were around 120 soldiers. Their faces were
One of the soldiers searched us once again before we entered the house. They then tos
room where we saw Abu Wael and his two children Ahmad (27) and Kb&Jil They were tiec
and blindfolded, and sitting inside the room. We sat in the room for about two hours. My t
Nafizos mobile phone rang and one of th
my father who was calling. The soldigrsen took us out of the room to another nearby rc
after searching us for a third time. They untied Abu Wael and placed him alone in one
rooms. They also placed Abu Nimr alone in the kitchen. I do not know why. The rest
stayed in a separateam. One of the soldiers then came holding small pieces of clott
blindfolded us. They tore up clothes from inside the house to blindfold us.

Fifteen minutes later, my cousin Hussein (12) started to cry because the plastic cort
hurting his handsThe plastic cords hurt my hands as well. My uncle Sameer, who s
Hebrew because he worked in Israel, spoke with the soldiers and told them that his son
is crying because of the tight plastic cords. A soldier came and untied only Husseiant¥
that was tied to Husseinbts felt better
Ni mr 6s. |l could see what was going on.
me and blindfolded me again.
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Everyone was shouting to lbdowed to use the bathroom. | shouted too, but not because |
needed to use the bathroom, | just wanted them to untie me because the plastic cords hu
hand. We kept asking to be allowed to use the bathroom for five consecutive hoursieA
then dragged all of us to the bathroom. | tried to urinate but could not because the doc
bathroom was open and my hands were tied. | could not lower my trousers. When every:
finished, they took us back to the room and blindfolded us adasoldier untied my uncle
Sameer and his son Hussein and took them out of the room. They never came back.

We stayed several more hours in the room until the evening when the soldiers took us ol
house and made wus stanh in®at0 Wametr &As 6we
Wael) house. A soldier removed our blindfolds after we stood in a line in the middle
street. The soldiers were standing behind us. One of the soldiers pointed at us to close ot

a bulldozer uprootedte es behi nd Wael A. 6s house, e
bulldozer moved over a mine, causing a huge explosion. At that point | knew why the
asked us to cover our ears. The sol dier

took us out and made us stand in the middle of the street while they stood behind us sc
one would shoot at them. Even if someone had shot at them, the bullets would havt
instead.

We stayed in Abu Wael 6s h o u s089 whenthe oldi&s can
and took us out. They led us through agricultural lands and among trees. The branc
leaves kept hitting my face. The ground was muddy. We walked a lot in the dark. | could
anything because | was blindfolded agaiheBoldiers surrounded us from behind and in fro
heard them speaking in Hebrew. | heard their footsteps. | did not know where | was goin
they took us inside a house. | heard them speaking in Hebrew with other soldiers wh
already positiong inside the house. Then they quickly took us out and forced us to stand
front door for about 10 minutes. Then we walked for about 100 metres. | fell down into
think was a deep trench. | felt so much pain in my hands because of the shamp doaig
down into the trench. The soldiers made us sit and untied our hands. They then tied eac
us individually. They tied my hands behind my back. It was extremely cold. The groun
sandy and damp. | felt a shiver in my body especially dim@es wearing light clothes.

While sitting in the trench, | heard tanks and bulldozers and was afraid that they were ¢
fill it with us sitting inside. After several hours of sitting, | felt it was daylight because | se
the warmth of the sun.dsked a soldier to let me urinate, so another soldier came and cut
ties. | urinated close to where | was sitting but | was unable to see anything. | tried to
blindfold but the soldier would not allow it. He grabbed the blindfold and |avérelown
against my eyes. | urinated and came back to my place. The soldier then tied my hanc
front this time. | asked for some water
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| spent the whole day sitting inside the trench. | heard the sound of artillery fire close by
heard the sound of tanks. The soldiers surrounded the trench and would sometimes op
do not know why. Théullets fired from their rifles flew over our heads and the bullet cas
fell on us in the trench. The bullet casings were hot, and the sound of gunfire terrified me.

On 7 January 2009, at around 2:00am, the soldiers brought us blankets. | trighl cogrever
though my hands were tied. We covered ourselvidabib, Nafiz, and other people | do n
know. We sat next to each other under the blanket. We covered our feet so that we cou
each other. | tried to lean my back against the earth betélseny back had stiffened. One «
the soldiers came and kicked my feet so | would adjust my posture. | felt much pain in
from sitting in this position and from the extreme cold. | was sitting with my back straight
was able to lean forward

On 8 January 2009, at around 6:00am, a soldier or an officer, I think, said good morning
broken Arabic. He told us to stand up in a line, and then ordered us to sit. Everyone wa:
for food and water. | sneakily lifted the blindfolded kattl could see what was happening. (
numbers began to increase as soldiers brought more people from the area to the tre
reached up to 250 people. | saw a soldier giving a sack of bread to an old man so that he
us all bread after he wasitied. Each loaf also contained a piece of meat. The old man g
small loaf to groups of five people after our blindfolds were removed. My brother Nafiz, |
and his son Ibrahim, my cousin Hasan, my brother Ala, and | shared one small loaf. Tt
was starving, | only ate a little. | wanted water. The man who handed us the bread bro
some water in the empty can that contained the meat. The can was dirty and disgusti
water smelled like the dirty can, but | drank it because | was verstythifhe soldiers the
forced us to sit in two parallel lines, one line behind the other. They tied our hands beh



42

backs and once again blindfolded us. They then surrounded us with razor wire.

About two hours later, the artillery positioned near the trench began firing its shells. It
terrified all of us. | heard the empty cases of the shells falling nearby immediately afte
shell was fired. The shelling was continuous but not cotisecu

Several hours later, at around 3:30pm on the same day, a huge explosion shook the er
Shrapnel and stones fell on our heads in the trench. | learned later that the shelling was
at the Magat family house, about 60 metres to the ¥&s spent the entire day and night sitti
in two lines in the trench and the soldiers did not allow us to lean our backs against th
The soldiers were replaced by other soldiers, | suppose, because a female soldier askec
our ages. | toldher | was 14. She also asked the others who seemed young. They remo»
my brother Ala (15), my cousins Hasan, Mohammad and Khalil (15) out of the trench and
with two women with their young daughters and five little boys. | learned later ts# tomer
refused to leave their husbands, who were also detained with us, so the soldiers detair
separately. The soldiers surrounded us with razor wire in adneeter circle.

The female soldier, the one who asked me about my name eamex,and spoke some Engli
words. She looked very young, about 17 years old. She had blond hair with two stars
shoulder. She was very short. One of the girls went and spoke with her in English. Wt
finished speaking with the soldier, the gold me that they will release us and we are free t
where we want.

At this moment, an old man came. He was sick. He was myeéfold cousin Abu Dhiab A
He needed a breathing apparatus. The soldier brought him and placed him with us inside
cordoned off with razor wire. We were put together.

Ten minutes later, the female soldier returned and spoke in Hebrew with the soldier w
standing near us. | did not understand what she said. The soldier then spoke to us ir
Arabic &anhd 9é&i goi, go to Jabalia. o Ever
out of the trench. Once | was about to reach the top, the soldier took off the shirt | was w
He took off my white shirt and pointed at me to keep it lifted high up imithe

The women, their sons and daughters, the old man, my brother Ala, my cousins Hasan
and Mohammad, and | got out of the trench and headed south towards Twam area, the
the soldier signalled us to walk. We walked for about 60 rmetée fell to the ground in fee
when the Apache helicopter flew above our heads. Suddenly, a tank located south of u
10 metres away, fired at us. It fired bullets towards our feet and above our heads. We
scream. We stood there petrifietht knowing where to go. At this moment, a soldier steg
out of the tank and ordered us to stop ¢
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l oudly and tell them that the soldiers
calledout to the soldier and told him so, but he opened fire at us with his scary weapon ir
on the tank. We were terrified and retreated back towards the trench.

When we approached the trench, | saw the female soldier looking at us. She pointed
hand towards the southeast road that leads to Twam circle (the main street), and not the
through agricultural lands where the tanks were positioned. We walked along the ma
which had been destroyed by the bombardment and the tanks doming The Apache
helicopter was flew overhead as if it was watching us.

The helicopter fired its missiles towards the Twam area where we were heading. | felt
striking at us. | fell to the ground several times especially when the missiles wdrbdrause i
created a horrifying sound. The usual half hour trip to Twam circle took two hours becat
of the women had difficulty walking because of her fear and her heavy weight. In additic
old man also walked slowly. On the road, | saw @gstl houses. The road was full of holes i
Isra neighbourhood in Twam area was empty and quiet. The only sound you could heal
the tanks, and the helicopters hovering above.

When we reached Twam circl e, | s ade notrkpowcl
asked him about my family and whether he knew where they were. He told me that
family was in the schools. At this moment, | felt | was free because | could see people a
circle and a few cars that were on the street. The womeriheir children headed to a hot
bel onging to one of their relatives at
and knocked on the door. A man came out and took me inside with Hasan, Ala, Mohamrr
Khalil. We drank some water. &/spent half an hour there and then left the house and w
east towards Abu Sharkh circle, about one kilometre away. | saw another relative and he
he knew where my family was. He stopped a taxi and we got in. The old man who was
wenttohi s daughterds house at Abu Sh ar-ktida
School. My relative paid for the taxi because we did not have any money.

We entered the school and | saw my mother, grandmother Neama, grandmother Sabh:
uncles, ad many of my relatives. They did not know what had happened to us and whet
were alive or dead. | started to cry because | was very happy, especially after seeing my
She looked exhausted because she had not eaten since we had been deteeraunlyy

Seven days later, my brother Nafiz came to the school. He too was exhausted. He said
Israelis took him to Beersheba prison on the same day Ala and | was released.

We stayed in the school until the Israeli troops withdrew on 18 JarA@fY9. The situatior
inside the school was very bad because most of my relatives had been arrested and w
have sufficient water, food, blankets or mattresses. My uncle Sameer was released on 24
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2009 after being detained in Beersheba priganfor our house, most of its windows and do
were broken. We found that many explosions took place inside it. We found shells insi
now live in the gas station where my father works. It is near the evacuated settlement o
two kilometres away from the eastern border with Israel.

30 March 2009

.Case Studyo. 10

Name: Majid R.
Date of incident: 15 January 2009
Age: 9

Nature of incident: Human shield

| live in Tel atHawa neighbourhood in the southwestern part of Gaza City. | live in Tov
located on the main street that links the Red Crescent (150 metres to the west) with B
Garden (about 100 metres to the east). My family and | live onxtiefloor of the severstorey
tower. The tower also has a warehouse for water tanks and other supplies used by the 1
The floor of the warehouse is made of clay.

The | sraeld. operation ACast Leado st &azh
Strip were invaded. Warplanes bombed buildings and governmental facilities through
first week of the military operation. They bombed several official buildings in
neighbourhood such as the Ministries complex in the north about 500 metigs awd the
office of the Prime Minister, 700 metres away from our house. | watched television anc
the news about martyrs and death everywhere. | was scared that something might happ
because of the bombardment. | stayed inside the houseewadleft because | thought being
the house with my family was the safest place; especially since the schools were ¢
constantly heard huge explosions and tanks. | was very scared of the explosio
bombardment.

On 14 January 2009, the bomtharent intensified and | heard explosions every five mint
Everybody in the house was very scared. Inside the house was my mother Afaf (47),
Dalia (10) and Nisma (9), my half brother Nimr (40), his wife Mai (40) and their children N
(13) andMahmoud (6). Mai is a doctor at the Red Crescent Hospital. My mother tried to
me and my sisters when we cried. We were afraid and did not know where to hide fr
bombardment.

At around 9:00pm, my brother Nimr saidL et 6 s g o d o wn betaose it it raucl
safer especially since the bombar dmsedtmy
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brother about the sound and he said it was the sound of tanks approaching. We all cal
blankets and mattresses and went down to the waseh@vihen we reached the warehouse,
found our neighbours from the same building were already there. | do not know their nar
| recognized their faces. The warehouse has an iron door and it was opened by the neigh
the centre, there are s&ilOn the southern side, there are water tanks, whereas the northe
is empty clay floor of about 3@€quare metres.

We sat on the northern side of the warehouse. There are two unfinished bathrooms on th
side. Theyconsist ofjust two walls:1.5 x 1 metres. We all sat on the empty floor. We trie:
sleep a little. We placed the mattresses on the western side of the warehouse, and the n
the chairs next to the water tanks on the other side of the warehouse. By 10:30pm, the
abou 40 people in the warehouse including men, women, and children. They were resic
the same tower. | did not know all of their names; only a few of them.

At around 11:00pm, the bombardment became so heavy that the windows used for ve
shatterd and my sister was i nj WDoenddti rbehesrcal
army is f ar awanmy mathedtoldws, bualwas veryastaeed. dtried to sleef
would wake up now and then to the sound of explosions near the towsesitliation continuec
until the morning.

At 5:00am, | heard doors being broken. | heard heavy fire and bulletengrttexr windows of
the warehouse. We had no electricity; t
on a concrete pillar ins@the warehouse, and our vision was limited. At this moment the t
superintendant Ahmad Abu Shadban came a
ARGo sl owly to t he hesad @ atol voicen Ehe lathtodms werenos
soutwestern side, about 20 metres away. Everybody including women and children got
went to the bathrooms. My family and | tried to enter the bathrooms but they were crc
around 40 people were inside. Everybody was standing because there wasrto placWe
stood for about 10 minutes, during whitime the sound of explosions grew loudete heard
Israeli soldiers shouting nearby, and the sound of gunfire entering the warehouse. | the
the door of the warehouse being broken and Israeliessldhouting in a language that | la
learned was Hebrew.

The soldiers entered the warehouse firing everywhere. | saw small red lights moving evel
inside the warehouse. | saw the shadows of around 30 soldiers on the wall in front of us.
poi nt, Ahmad Abu Sbagbaat@ahO0). Ehobaneda w
He was telling everyone, including the children, to say this. Everyone shouted but | ¢
because | was scared if they heard me they would shoot me. | then ldatleatan means
children. After the shouting stopped, the shooting also stopped. | saw two soldiers stan
the door of the bathrooms where | was hiding behind my mother. One of them lit a torch
in his hand and said in broken AralfiicC o meg eotn , o ut , Myrb®theb Nimr ovas ¢he
first to get out. Once he got out, the soldiers shot at him. | thought they killed him but thel
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hi m; he was stil!] standi ng. He began t a
do not knowtheir namescameout and the other men followed them. The soldiers took t
and forced them to lie down on the floor on the eastern side of the warehouse. My |
sisters, and the other women and childrameout as well.

At this moment, | saw a lge number of soldiers standing in the warehouse. They were ca
weapons and wearing green caps. One of them was carrying a cleaver and that really sc
Their faces were painted with the same color | see in action movies on television. A
spoke to us in broken Arabic that was difficult to understand. He told us to go t
southwestern corner of the warehouse. My mother, the other women, children, and | wer
southwestern corner as he said. | was very scared thinking they wouldrshdotvas grabbing
my mot herds hands and hiding behind her.
through the warehouse searching the men and forcing them to strip down to their unden
this moment, a soldier came and stood two metvesy from usii Co me  heesai@ whie
pointing at usii Me ™y mother askedi No , Iheisaid, irobroken Arabic as he pointed
me. He approached me and grabbed my shirt from my neck and dragged mdi divayd
c h i Img modher began shoutingtHought they would kill me. | became very scared and
my pants. | could not shout or say anything because | was too afraid.

The soldier dragged me towards the bathrooms, 20 metres away. He pushed me tow
small corridor in front of the bathroomide began shouting at me and speaking a language
not understand. | was very scared by the way he looked. He was very tall and his fz
painted black, green, and other colors. He was wearing a cap. Everything about him sc:
He lit a torch hevas carrying in his hand and | saw his face very well. He pointed his wea
me. He was shouting at me and | did not understand him, so he grabbed me and pu
against the wall.

He then started motioning with his hand and | figured out he wanted me to open the bag
bags that the residents brought down with them containing their personal effects and mor
bags were similar to the bags used by football players. | uoddrftom his hand gestures tr
he wanted me to open the bags. There were two bags in front of me. | grabbed the first o
stood one and a half metres away. | opened the bag as he pointed his weapon directly
emptied the bag on the floor. ¢dbntained money and papers. | looked at him and he
laughing. | grabbed the second bag to open it but | could not. | tried many times but
useless, so he shouted at me. He grabbed my hair and slapped me very hard across the
not shout o cry but | was very scared. He dragged me away from the bags and forced
stand against the wall, as he stood about one and a half meters behind me. He then s
bag that | could not open. | thought he shot at me, so | shouted and put myhangdead.
He then pulled me through the corridérGo t o y o said amothér soddier,who spol
Arabic well, but was dressed like them and was carrying a weapon. | ran to my mother .
inherarmsii I wet nhgaidpodnerii Ist, @ s shé said. ethen saw the soldiers drag
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men to the southern side of the warehouses near the water tanks.

As for us, the soldiers forced us to sit on the floor. | understood later that they asked wh
English and my sistan-law Mai talked to then. She asked us to sit on the mattresses ol
floor. The mattresses and blankets were burnt from the gun fire. She then told us that the
wanted us to sit in a circle with our backs facing each other. We did what they said. | was
next to my mother. A soldier then came and brought a chair, which was already |
warehouse, and placed it in the middle of the circle. | thought they would ask us to sit
chair and then shoot us. | became very scared but could not do anything. Hdhesaidier
sat on it and would shout now and th@B o o m. ke thersoumd of an explosion. W
would all put our hands on our heads, and the soldier would laugh loudly. He repeated th
five times. He then went and sat about five metres away fr®. Four other soldiers sat next
him. The soldiers pointed their weapons at us, and | would get scared. | could see the |
moving over my body and on my siblings and mother. There was a thin red light comin
their weapons. Whenever | saemn lifting their weapons or the red light, | thought they wc
shoot us. | relaxed a little whenever they lowered their weapons. The soldiers then t«
chocolates and biscuits and began eating. | was very hungry. The soldiers looked at us &
their chocolate bars. | thought they would give us some. One of them then pointed at n
down, while another placed his hand against his neck, as if he was telling us they
slaughter us. | was scared to death and focused my eyes on the gréadrgowould not se
me. We stayed like this for about five hours. Some of the soldiers left and others came. ¢
the children were crying for food. Others needed to go to the bathroom. After speaking v
sisterin-law Mai, a soldier allowed onlthe children to go to the bathrooms with their moth
But the bathrooms were in the corner in front of all the people and soldiers, so | did 1
Besides, | already wet my pants because | was terrified when the soldier dragged me o
bathroom.

At around 3:00pm, a soldier came and told Mai as | understodbdH@ | d a whi t

t o the Re Myndthe toakeffiher.wbite headscarf and we all left the warehoust
headed west to the Red Crescent, about 150 metres away. Themaamecein the warehous
and did not come with us. | did not see them when we left the warehouse. Mai walked ii
hol ding the white fl ag. Il was holding m
the front door of the tower, while otheariks were on the street that leads to the Red Cres
We did not hear that many explosions. We walked on the street that was full of rubk
destroyed cars. | saw small burning pieces in the street and my mother told us to stay aw
them becausthey were phosphorus. Their smell was awful. We walked over the rubble ur
reached the Red Crescent. We entered the reception hall and found a number of pe
children just like us. Mai brought us biscuits and water. We then heard extensigaditbe
sound of explosions grew bigger. The bombardment and shelling also intensified. The s
remained like this for several hours. We were scared and the children were crying. Som
nurses in white dresses and other children tried to cabhows.
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At around 8:00pm, | heard the doctors and some people shduthhgt out , t h
firle.gorabbed my motherdéds hand tightly. N
napkinsandsaiéd Li ft t hem ad liftedlitaridtas outgte the stoeatt| sasv ma
people outside. | think they got out of the hospital just like we did. We quickly headed n
the main street. | saw black smoke rising from the hospital, especially from the top floor.
moment, | heard a womashoutingii Co me , She was in an ambulance. | looked at
and saw it was Mai. We went inside the ambulance and it quickly drove away. On the ¢
saw patients on hospital beds accompanied by doctors fleeing the area. | also saw sc
strange There was a patient lying on a bed with a generator hanging from it. Another pers
pushing the bed. The people were shouting loudly. Everyone in the street was shouti
ambulance drove us to some relatives living in Sheikh Radwan neighboukieosipent the
night there. We were less scared than before. There, my mother did laundry. She also &
to take a shower. | took some clothes from my relatives and changed my dirty clothes. |
my mot herds arms that. night and | did nc

On 16 January 2009, at around 10:00am, my brother Nimr called to check on us. | think t
told him where we were. An hour later, he came to us. We asked him what happened 1
Hetoldus;f They kept us near t he They made furt i uskae
searched us now and then despite the fact that we were wearing only our underwear
evening, they took us to the front door of the tower and held us there for about two hour
they | ocked wus i n dshhere until morming whenr sonoermpeoplan hebar
and opened the door. o

At school, | am afraid of remembering and talking about what happened. Some peop
different or@nisations came to the school and talked to us about the events and all the d:
injured people. | am sometimes ashamed to talk about things in detail with people | do no
| am also afraid to tell people about the difficult situation | experienced, which | do not |
remember . I donodt even t derto forgdh, @andtsometimesw ¢
when | remember. | talked to you only becaysea said you are from an orgaai®n that is
devoted to helping children.

30 March 2009

| C. lll-treatment and torture \

.Casetddy No. 11

Name: Ibrahim S.
Date of arrest: 8 November 2007
Age at arrest: 15
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Accusation: Throwing stones, Molotov cocktails and membership of a banned organis:

Arrest

On Thursday, 8 November 2007, at around 2am | was sleeping when soldiers from the
army banged on the door of our house. | believe my father went to open the door and the
up the whole family. We all then gathered by the front door of the holsaw around eigh
Israeli soldiers in our house. When my family came to the doorway an Israeli officer .
Awho i s | Nyrfahei weftdo his bedroom to get my birth certificate and 1
introduced the Israeli officer to me.

Some soldiershien blindfolded me and tied my hands behind my back with plastic ties. V
this was happening the soldiers were shouting at my father in Hebrew. | was led outsidt
soldiers and placed in a seat in the back of an army truck. AImost immediately, taken ou
of the truck again, my blindfold was untied and | was asked about one of my frieviteye
was he livingi | responded that | didn't know. Four soldiers then started slapping me in tr
for around one minute. They then blindfolded again and put me on the floor of a milita
jeep.

Transfer

Once the jeep started to move, the soldiers started beating me again with their hands
whilst pouring cola and spitting on me. This went on for the whole trip to Karmi Ts
settlementwhere there is a military base, around 15 minutes away. | could not tell how
people were in the jeep with me because of the blindfold, however | could tell that mol
one person was beating me.

When we reached Karmi Tsur, other military vehi¢lassporting prisoners arrived as well, ¢
we started to ask each other for names and information. The soldiers then put us up ¢
wall. After a short time some soldiers approached me and put a gun against my hea
another soldier photographete. Although | was still blindfolded | could see the camera flas

Etzion Detention Centre

After a while the soldiers brought an army truck and put me and some other prisoner:
back. | was sitting in a seat but some other prisoners were on thel fleas not beaten durin
this trip. We drove for around 20 minutes before arriving at Etzion military detention cent
arrival someone told us to get out of the truck and sit on the ground.

After a short time | was taken to see a doctor. | was lemlanroom and my blindfold wa
removed. The room | was in measured approximately 3x3 meters and contained a de:
medicine cabinet. There was one soldier and a man and a woman who | assumed to be
One of the doctors gave me a piece of pap#r miany illnesses listed on it. The doctor told
to tick any medical problems | had on the piece of paper. | ticked the box on the form fc
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pain. The doctor did not conduct an examination and took the paper from me. A soldier t
the blindfoldback on me and took me out of the room.

| was taken outside into a yard and told to sit on the ground with the other prisoners w
already seen the doctor. After all the prisoners, there were 22 of us, had seen the do
hands and feet were tigogether and we were put in groups of two and tied together w
chain. | stayed in the yard for around 24 haufsom 6am on the day of arrest until the ea
morning hours of the next day. During that 24 hour period soldiers would come out and
away, one by one, for interrogation. We were not given any food but were allowed to gc
bathroom if we asked the soldiers guarding us. When we went to the bathroom we were
drink some water.

Interrogation

On the afternoon of the first ddywas taken for interrogation. When they took me they un
the chain that linked me to the other prisoner and tied my hands behind me with plas
Although still blindfolded | was able to see a little from underneath the blindfold. | was
takenaway to a shipping container, which contained two desks and some cupboards.

When | entered the container a man introduced himself but | forget his name. The man
to sit on a small stool and said that he was recording everything | said with aecuoger.

Interrogator: fiYou are a member of Islamic Jiha@d
| said: ANo I 6m not. O
The interrogator then accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails and said

Interrogator: fAYou are a member of Islamic Jihad and you used to go outthgth at night
wearing a keffiyah over your face to wri

| denied the accusations.

The interrogator then led me out of the room to another room inside the container and ur
blindfold. Once my blindfold was removed | saw two other detainees under the age of 1€
saw the interrogator for the first time who was tall and blordloln 6t r e me mb e
about him. The interrogator pointed to another man wearingh&ttand army trousers. Th
other man was tall, webuilt, with many muscles and bald. The interrogator then said the
bald man would beat me if | did nadrfess.

| said: fiThat's okay. Let him beat me

The bald man then started kicking me and the other two children with his heavy army
whilst our hands were still tied. The kicking lasted about five minutes and was directed t
our legs.
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After the bald man stopped kicking us, | was taken to a third room where a differer
introduced himself as Samir. Samir was alone in the room. He started asking me questio
Molotov cocktails.

Samir: AiYou were throwing Molotov cocktails with anotlperson on Route 60 in August.

He then told me that this was on the same day as a wedding party in my neighbourt
specify the date. | denied the accusation.

Samir then said: Alf you didn't throw it the otft
| saidl di dnot know.
Threats and confession

Then Samir started asking me about stttiewing. He said that on the night of 7 Noveml
2007, | threw stones at the army when they invaded my village of Beit Omar. At first | ¢
this allegation. Around two houtater Samir said:

filf you don't confess, | will send you to somebody who will sexually abuse you. He has ¢
peni s. O

When the interrogator threatened me in this way | confessed that | threw stones.

While the interrogator was writing my confessiorHabrew, a soldier came and blindfolded

and took me to another room with the written confession. He then removed the blindfc
took two pictures of me. Then the soldier took me to another room and fingerprinted
blank piece of paper. The sa@dthen put the fingerprints with the written confession. This

around sunset. Up until this point | had not been fed at all.

Transfer to Ofer prison

| was then blindfolded again and my hands were tied behind my back | was then put il
with someother prisoners. There were about 22 of us. They put each of us in a seat. In tl
could see two soldiers from under my blindfold. Around six hours later we arrived at Me
Detention Centre at around midnight. We then waited in the bus for hatfuarand then drov:
to Huwarra Detention Center. | don't remember how long this part of the journey took.

When we arrived at Huwarra, the soldiers asked all the other prisoners to get out, excepl
| asked them why | was not being left at Huwarrthwie others. The soldier told me:

Abecause you are too young and

| was then led out of the bus and placed in a van, still blindfolded and handcuffed. | was
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the back of the van with two soldiers on either side of me. | wasdheen to Ofer prisor
where we arrived in the afternoon.

On arrival at Ofer | was taken out of the van and put in a cage at the entrance of the prisc
| stayed for one hour. After about an hour | was taken to see a doctor. The doctor askec
was suffering from anything, so | told him | had back pain. The doctor told me to tell this
doctor who would come to visit me in my prison cell. After seeing the doctor, a prison
came and took me to a tent which measured approximately 5x8mete

Ofer military court

| remained in Ofer prison for 20 days. On the fifth day | was taken to the military court
my detention was extended by the military judge. | did not see my lawyer until | was insi
court room. The hearing to extend mgtention lasted around two minutes. | don't remen
what else took place at the hearing.

On 20 November | was woken up at 6am and taken to the military court again. My mott
my aunt were in the court this time. This was the first time I'd seen myyfaince | was
arrested. The hearing took place at midday. My lawyer made a plea bargain with the pros
and | was sentenced to six months imprisonment with a NIBOIUS$250)fine. This hearing
lasted approximately three minutes. After my heawag over | was put in a cell near the co
room measuring 3x3 meters, where | waited until 7pm. There were around 14 others in t
all older than me.

Damoun prison

On 27 November 2007, | was transferredCtamoun prison. The situation was verydbat
Damoun. We were given food once or twice per day and we had to depend on the ca
supplement our diet. The cell where | was held contained seven prisoners, all of who wel
18. We were allowed to go out of the cells twice a day for 1.5sheach time. The first time m
family was allowed to visit me was on 14 February 2008, for 45 minutes. In total, | was
four times whilst | was in prison.

Whilst in Damoun, | was in a section with 100 people, three of who were under 18.
Education

At Damoun we were offered classes three days per week for three hours each time, by
teacher from Haifa. There were around 20 children in each class at onéMeneeceived
lessons in Arabic, Maths, Hebrew, and sometimes Science engr&phy. Dung the classe:
we were not given any books, but the teacher would give us pencils and paper for us
down what he said. All the children Damoun received the same education, regardless o
and ability. | attended these classes until the emdawth.
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There was no education at all in Ofer prison.

When | was arrested | was in the™g@rade. | was not a good student, my average was il
60s. As a result of my prison experience | lost one academic year. Instead of repeatifily
grade, | hae decided to leave the academic stream and attend a vocational school in Jer
by the YMCA, where | will study carpentry. | made the decision to leave the academic
because | lost one academic year in prison. | think academic educationersbogtt won't
repeat a year of school. If | didn't have to repeat the year | would have stayed on at schc
didndét want to repeat the year and be w
for two years to become a carpenter.

Release
| was detained for five months and was released on 8 April 2008, at around 1pm.

14 June 20(

.Case Study No. 12

Name: Mahmoud D.

Date of arrest: 5 February2008

Age at arrest: 17

Accusation: Membership of &@anned organisation

At 1:00am,on 5 February 2008, units the Israeli army knocked aourn e i g h domrythe
B. family, in Hebron My parentsand | woke up and switched on the light. The soldiben
cameand knockean our door. My brother Mohammad went down stairs to open the door

Arrest

Mohammad opened the door and the soldiers lmadspeakergalling for everybody in the
house tocomeout. We allcamedown the stairs andut of the houseAs we came out ofhe
front door the soldiers checked all our ID cards. When it was my turn to come out of the |
was asked for my ID but told the soldiers that | did not have one because | was 16. The
asked for my birth certificate and when it was producey tbaw that | was 17 not 16. Tl
soldiers then made me stand with my face against a wall where | stayed for about one
recall seeing about seven or eight military jeeps and soldiers wearing regular army unifori

After about an hour the soldiersaped me in a jeep and drove me around for about 30 mir
At one point | was made to get out of the jeep and walk up a hill. Once back at the j
Israeli officer showed me a picture of my brother Mohammad and askedi mes t h
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br ot hered?dregiedd ¢ a s The offices then pushed me against the jeep and
that | wasii w a n t lavdsdhen placed inside the jeep and taken back to my house, whic
only about 80 metres away. When we arrived back at the house one of the soldker
whether | wanted anymore clothes to which | resporfidgde $1p family was still standinc
outside the house and a soldier asked my father to get me some clothes. My father retur
a sweater and jacket and | was allowed to say goodbye to my family

| was then made to stand facing a wall for another 30 minutes and then the soldiers
hands with plastic ties from the front and blindfolded me and put me in a jeep. The jec
drove back up to Sughaeir Hill where it stopped and picked up emeiphtPalestinians, o
who | recognisd threeRabah S.Naeem Sa n d N u.6Thajeep tBedrove away to Kirya
Arba police station, six kilometers away.

Kirya Arba police station

We reached Kirya Arba police station at around 4.00am. We wera takeof the jeep ani
placed on the floor of a shipping container. With us was a 75 year old man who | learned
father of Shadi $ who had been killed on 4 February 2008 during a Palestinian mi
operation in Demona. One by one we were takethdcclinic and askedbout our health statt
which was recorded on a form. After visiting the clinic we were returned to the container.

Approximately three hours after arriving at the police station we were taken outside and |
bus. Our hands weted with plastic ties from the front and we were blindfolded. We were
transferred to Gush Etzion, 12 km away, wheesamrived at 7:30amiNe were then takeane
by one to an inspection room. Teeldierstook my belt and wallet whicbontained70 NIS. The
inspection lasted around fifteen minutes and they then took mectll avhich measurel
approximatelyl.5m x 1m, in which | stayed for abo@®0 minutes

Interrogation at Gush Etzion

After about 30 minutes my photograph was taken and | was leacbtum for interrogation. Th
interrogator was in his forties and asked me to sit on a chair. Once | sat down the intel
asked me my name, occupation and place of residence and some other general quest
guestioning lasted for around 30 mirsitdly hands were then again tied in front of me v
plastic ties and | was put in a white vehicle with another detainee who had been arres
night.

Askelan prison

The vehicle drove for about two hours before arriving at what looked like a prison. | was
into a small room and asked to take my clothes off. | was searched and then taken bax
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vehicle which drove for about three minutes. The vehicle stopped yard and | wa:
blindfolded and handcuffed and taken inside the prison. | later learned that | was in A
prison, in Israel.

Inside the prisonomy handcuffs and blindfoldvere removed and | was searched all over ag
My clothes were taken from maa | was given a brown prison uniform. | was then put in a
that measured approximately 2m x 1m. About 15 minutes later a prison guard car
handcuffed my hands behind my back and made me where black sunglasses which prev:
from seeing. We threclimbed some stairs and walked about 10 metres.

Five days of interrogation

| was taken into a room and my sunglasses were removed. There was a man in the roc
fifties with a pony tail. He introduced himself as Abu Wadi. The prison guard madé mea
very small childés chair which was tied
feet were shackled together.

Abu Wadi then gave me a piece of paper which he asked me to read. The paper was v
Arabic and contained my rightsd prohibitions, but mostly prohibitions such as no access
lawyer during interrogation and no visits from my family. It took me about 15 minutes tc
the paper. Abu Wadi then walked out of the room.

About 15 minutes later, another man enteredrtom and introduced himself as Kenny. He \
tall and in his forties. He asked me several questions, such as my name, where | live, w
and where my friends are. He then wrote four names on a board:

1 MohammadH.

i Shadi S
i MohammadQ.
1 SamirH.

and askd me about them. The interrogator focusedhadi and Mohammad wheere killed in
the Dimona attackn 4 February 2008.replied that | did not know any of these people anc
replied that | was lying. During this time the interrogator repeatedly caléed liar and verbally
abused me and referred to the foufigs i g s 0O .

Every so often the interrogator would leave the room and then come back and start as
what | had been doing on 4 February 2008, the date of the attack. This lastbdudban houil
and then Kenny said

il am going out for 10 minutes and when
with these four men and what you know at
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About 30 minutes later, Abu Wadi came into the room and said:
fiYou thoavceonf es s o
| said: Al have nothing to confess. o

Abu Wadi then asked me how old | was and | replied that | was 17 and a half. He then sa

AThose that dondt confess get six month
party andthenserou home. 0

| replied that | had nothing to confess.
After this round of interrogation which last&é8 minutes, Abu Wadi left the room.

About 10minutes later, Kenny came in and asked me the same questionghabatiack on ¢
Februaryand the four me and Isaid that | did not know thentethenasked me

AWhere do you pray?o

| saidat homeand sometimes in the mosque.

KennyAWho prays with you in the mosque?o0
lsaid "Ol d peopl e! o

Kenny:i What about young peopl e?b0

Isaid A S h &dRamiJ, Modtasi nMQ.cand Moob6t az
Kenny:irfhat 6s it ?0

lsaid " These are the young people | know. 0
KennyyAi What kind of activities do you have
| answeredhatin Ther e are no activities. |l go th
Kenny then said that the four men were my friends and that | knew what they were going

replied that my only friend waglo 6 t &s Thimround of interrogation lasted about one h
andthenKenny left the room.
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Every five or six minutes, an interrogator would come into the room and shout at me an
me by saying abusive words such fad= u ¢ k . The mterrogatios continued oneafter
another; short and long rounds. Between rounds, different interrogatold emar the roon
and shout at me, insult me and ask me to confiédss.interrogation went on around the clc
sometimesstartingat 200 or 6.00in the morning. | had no watch on me but | estimated the
by my meals.lIt is difficult for me to know forsure butl am sure that interrogation roun:
continuedday and night.

On the second day of interrogation, an interrogator named Sami icaareund 6:00am, on
hour before breakfast, and questioned me for an hour. This was thinfest had seen thi
interrogator He asked me the same old questions. Duringirtkesrogationround, he would gc
out for 10 or 15 minutes and then come back. Oncenat out for about 15 minutes and wh
he came back said:

i S a Misays you and him were together during the night of the attack. Samir is the bro
MohammadH.. He also says that you, hiamd his brother Mohammad were together two d
before the attack. o

| denied all thisSamithensaifi | et me c a.l dle cdiledarpridforoguaréna ramovec
my handcuffs. Hehen led me to a door with a small window and asked me to look. | coul
Samir inside this room. | told Sami that it was not true what he had said. Sami then grak
by my shirt and pulled metvards him saying

hY

AYou wi |l conf ess! 0
| said | had nothing to confess.
He said AYou wi |l r ot here. o

Samiwasin charge ofmy interrogationfor the next four days. The interrogation continuec
believe, day and nighDuring the interrogation, Sami would insult me, my mother and si
He would shout at me and spit on me. The last dapmyinterrogationwith Sami started,
estimate, around midnightle kept asking me the same questions and | kept repeating the
answersHe then asked m@ wh at do ¥ kept silent andhev@nd and brought a glas
of strawberry juicel drank it and when | finished Sarasked me againwhat | had to do witF
the four men. | said n o t h Hentlgeo replaced my handcuffs which he had removed to ¢
me to drink and continued to interrogate me for another two hours.

Confession
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It was during this round of interrogation that | confessed for thetfing that the four yount
men he asked médaut were living in my neighbourhood and we were neighbours. | said |

them only because they were my neighbours. Sami also asked me about the soccer te:
with and my relationship with the coach ShaBirl said it had not been so good latelgdese |
did not stick to the training schedule and that upset him. At the end of this round, he ca
prison guardand asked him to take niack to thecells. Theprison guardook meback to the
cell that measured 2m x lmspent nine days in thiglt.

Conditions

During the days | was under interrogation | was allowed to use the toilets twice a di
sometimes three times, for about five minutes on each occasion. | was given food three ti
day and was generally of bad quality and not ehdagjuantity and was not sufficient to ma
me feel satisfied.

Sleep during the five days that | was under interrogation was very difficult because interr:
would continuously enter the room and shout at me, waking me up. | became very tir
sufered from pain in my back and legs from being seated for hours in the interrogation «
also suffered from pain in my hands due to the constant use of handcuffs. At times | felt
whole body was collapsingnd the only thing preventing me frdailing to the groundverethe
handcuffs which werattachedo the chair. It was very a difficult situation.

Not only did | suffer physically but | also felt the deterioration of my psychological state, v
lack of focus, constant anxiety, fatiguedafear. | went from having a normal life at homeat
small chair, handcuffs, deprivation of sleep, shouting, threats, rounds of interrogatic
serious accusationk these circumstances, life becomes dark, filled with fear and pessim
tough dayghat words cannot describe.

Nine days of solitary confinement

During the nine days in the cell | tried to pass the time by sleeping, but | had difficulty sle
| found that lwould stay awakéor most of the night and day. It was difficult to judge time ar
spent most of my time thinking and worrying about my family. | kept asking myself:

i A | going to stay or leave? When? What will happen to me during interrogation? Whe
of methods i they going to use, besides the methodshhegalready usd? 0

These were the sorts of questions that were on my mind. | tried to overcome baned
anxiety by singing and praying. | prayed five times per a day and at the end qirageh |
would ask God to release me and help me.
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Sometimes | would knock on the walls of the celaybe someone would hear me and tall
me. Once, on the third day, a detainee named Amaeard my knocks and we tried to talk k
it was very difficult for us to her each other. On the forth day, they brought a 17 or 18 yes
young man to my cell. He stayed two days with me. | did not feel comfortable around him

Extension of detention by the Military Court

On the seventh day | was taken to Mascobiyya court and my detention was extended for
24 days for further interrogation. Two hours later | was returned to Askelan prison and th
2m x 1m cell. When | returned to my cell, the young man who had p&aced me with wa
gone. | stayeth the cell fotwo moredays.

On the morning of the ninth day after breakfast, the prison goalldd me out oimy cell,
handcuffed me from the back and blindfolded ineas placed in a vehicle and driven for t\
hours to MascobiyyaWhen we arrived] was takento the clinic where the doctor asked 1
about my health angave mea quick checkup. Half an hour latéryas takerto alargecell that
measured #h x 2m. It had afour-mattress bunk bed made out of stone. There were
prisoners in the cell.was puton a mattress on the floor.

Mascobiyya detention centre

| spent18 days in this cell, and things were much better psychologically because | hac
company However, the treatment was very bad. On the fourth day, a group of ten polic:
suddenly stormed the cell around midday. They opened the door and asked us to step
They were carrying batons and handcuffs. We stepped outside, and they immediataifféai
us from the back and blindfolded.ughey forced us to kneel down with our faces against
wall for 30 minutes before letting us back into the .célle found all the mattresséad been
thrown onthe floor which was covered with water.

| was notinterrogated during my time at Mascobiyya. On the tenth day | was fingerprinte
on the eighteenth dalywas taken to Ofemilitary court. At 9:00am | was handcuffed an
shackled and placed in a vehicle for transfer to the court, where we arrived3@bounutes
later. | was immediately placed in a cell with five other detainees. The cell measured 4r
and it had one window. A small window in the door was the only source of ventilation. Ab:
minutes later | was taken to the court room wherecase was adjourned for a week and ¢
was returned to my cell in Mascobiyya.

| stayed one more day at Mascobiyya and was then transferiRantta prison and spent ti
night therel was handcuffed, shackled and blindfolded for the transfer which taoktrs.

Ramla prison
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In Ramla prison | was placed in a cell with seven other detaidé@sound 5:00am,we were
woken up, handcuffed and placed in a minibus for trangfkee trip lasted nine hours becat
the bus was slow and the distance was Itthgas a very exhausting and boring trip. We w
tired, hungry and bored becawse were not givelanything to eat or drink.

Telmond Prison and release

Sometime in the afternoon we arrived at Telmond prison (Hasharon) and | was put in a
room. Two hours later] was put me in room 18 of section 14. The room had six people ¢
stayed with thenfior oneweek. Generallymy life was much better now.

On the seventh day, sometime in the afternoon, | was told that | was free to go. An
military vehicle took me and another young ntara checkpoint near Tulkarm. From there
called my family and told them | was freed.

.Case Study No. 13

Name: Abed S.

Date of arrest: 10 February2008
Age at arrest: 16

Accusation: Throwing stones

On Sunday, 10 February 2008, at around 7:00 am, three Israeli military jeeps came to ot
in the Azzun village, and the soldiers searched it. They then arrested me after handcuf
hands with plastic cords fromme back and blindfolded me. They placed me inside one ¢
jeeps and took me to Soufin, Qalqgiliya. There, they took me to a doctor to examine me
examining me, the soldiers beat me in different parts of my body.

Detention inside Israel

| spert around three hours in Soufin. The soldiers then transferred me to Huwwara. | sper
half an hour there while being handcuffed and blindfolded. Tthey transferred me to /
Jalameand put ina room measuring 1 metrebmetre in which | spent 15alys.

Interrogation

Two day after | arrived at Al Jalaméwas interrogated with for three days. My hands and
were tied to the wall in a shape of a cross. | would spend one full day on this positior
extreme pain and swelling in my hands. Thé&®rs them moved me to solitary confinem:
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where | spent 15 days. | used to urinate in the cell. | ate three times a day.

15 days later, | was transferred to Hasharon prison where | spent 15 days. Thingsuacle
better here than Al Jalame. | thensateansferred tamoun prison where | spent the rest of
detenion. Things inDamoun were good.

| was released on 27 April 2008. | paid NIS 500 as a fine. They took me to Salem in J
around 6:00 am. | reached my house in Azzun at 3:00 pm oathe gay.

3 Septembe2008

.Case Study No. 14

Name: Mohammad A.

Date of arrest: 25 February2008

Age at arrest: 16

Accusation: Throwing stones and Molotov cocktails

On 25 February 2008, | came home at around midnight and went to bed in my regular cl
| had a éeling thatsooner or later the army would come and arrest me because a groug
friends had already been arrested about tenloefgse. At aroun@®:00 am while | was lying ol
mybed, | heard some people knocking on the door.

| stood up and opened the door because everyone else in the house was asleep. | se
number of soldiers in front of the houssaw a soldier get out ofjaep. He apprached me ant
introduced himself saying he was Captain @decommander of the Bethlehemsiict. He
told me that he had an arrest and search warrant. | told him | wanted to see the warrant k
could write and read some Hebrew and so he showedar@dRr. | read it and it was an arrn
and search warrant. | told him to wait for a while until | woke up my family because they
all asleep. | woke them up and they all came and sat in one room.

The soldiers then began searching the house. Thieso&imptied all the contents of the clos
and left the rooms in a terrible mess. | noticed that Captain Gideon had a video camera v
and was filming the house and me. He asked me to stand between two soldiers. | stood
them and he took agure of me. A soldier then took a picture of the Captain and me.

Transfer

Upon completion of the search, the Captain asked me if | pray or not. | said yes. He th
AWhi ch mosquelathswergdb Thg@we ho?particul ar The
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soldiers then tied my hands with plastic ties and blindfolded me and placed me on the flc
jeep which was waiting outside. They arrested someone else before me, who was als
floor jeep. His name washmad S also from Bethlehem. No one hit us or mistreated us al
time.

Etzion Interrogation and Detention Centre

The military jeep drove away and dropped off Ahmad at Etzion Interrogation and Det
Centre at around 5.00 am. | was kept me injéep. | was dropped off at a checkpoint n
Etzion Junction. A tall Druze soldier with black skin and began hitting me with his hanc
kicking me all over my body for about five minutes. | was then taken back to E
Interrogation and Detention Ceatand kept there for eight days.

Interrogation

Four days after my arrest, | was taken for interrogation. Captain Gideon was in one of the
and interrogated me. He asked me about several individuals from my area but did not ac
of anything. About two and a half hours later, Captain Gideon told me that they would r¢
me and | could go home. Another soldier walked with me saying he woulangielift home
Several minutes later, he returned me to the same cell in the Detention Cemgeig@ye is
your home 0

Ofer Prison

On the seventh day after my arrest, | was sent to Ofer Prison where | was interrogated a
accused of carrying out some military activities foAgka Brigades, manufacturing explosi
devices, possessing explosive materials and a weapon in February 2008. The interrog
that some people had confessed against me. He said if | confess, | would be sent ho
interrogation lasted about an hour, during which time the interrogapartikreatening me that
| did not confess, my family and | would be subject to danger. However, | did not c«
anything. After about an hour | was taken back to Etzion Interrogation and Detention Cen

On the eighth day, | was placed in a largeyawvehicle with my hands and legs tied and my €
blindfolded. | was transferred me to Mascobiyya Prison and Interrogation Centre but | v
dropped off because to the best of my knowledge there was no room.fdheneehicle drove
on to Al Jalamé’rison and Interrogation Centre in Israel. On the way, | was not allowed to
the toilet and was told | could go once we had arrived. The trip lasted about six hours.

Al-JalamePrison

When we reacheAl Jalamel was put in a cell by myself for five days. During these five da
was not interrogated and | did not see anybody. My food was slipped through the door
was opened a little. After five days, | was taken for interrogation. | was made toasitiom
chair which was tied to the floor and n
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name was Chris. He told me that there were people who had confessed against 1
interrogation lasted about an hour. During that the interrogation, sehkeaiting in my face t
make me confess, but | refused to.

| was kept inAl Jalamefor 25 days. On the Bday, | was once again interrogated. | confes
to throwing stones and Molotov cocktails because the interrogator threatened to arr
motherad si bl i ngs. I confessed because |
and | wanted to leave the cell. After | had confessed, they took me out of the cell and pt
a normal cell. On the 35day, | was transferred to section 14 of Tehudrison.

20 August 200¢&

.Case Study N&5

Name: Fadi D.

Date of arrest: 29 February2008
Age at arrest: 14

Accusation: Throwing stones

| was arresed on 27 February2008, around 12:30pml was leavingOmar binal Khattab
mosque in AléArrub refugee cammfter my father and | had finishe&riday prayerswhen
confrontatios broke outbetweera group of boys and Israeli soldiers.

The boys wer¢hrowing stonest soldiers who camia two jeeps; a Humer, and another type
of jeep. Two soldiers in regular army uniform were standing abouhédi@esin front of the
jeeps. The boys were gathered ntsa camp cemeteryabout 20metresaway from the twao
soldiers.

The twosoldiers fired teagascanistersand ®und bombswhich made the boys run away. T
two soldiers chased them and they were followed by the two jeeps. They chased the bo
the cemetery road for about 18@tres This road links the cemetery to the camp yard witese
of fi ce o fdirettdr andhe@asqueare located.

Arrest and transfer

At this point, | had reached the door of my hou&® metes awayfrom the mosque. bpened
the doorto my house and was about to go inside when a soldier ordered me to stop aind
saw youthrowing stones. You were weariaged shirt dreplied: i | wasnot tl
Look, ny left hand is brken and it is in a casi The soldier repliedfi N o , I saw
stones. 0

The soldier approached me and tried to take me with him. At this moment, my uncles ca
intervened topersuadehe soldierthat | did not throw stones and that my hand was bro
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About 10 othersoldiess then got out of the jeep and approached us. dvibe soldiers pullec
me and the othetsied to chase away my uncles atiet people whdvad nowgatheredaround.
While the soldiers were trying to take me away they beat me with their rifles on my
hand. They also beat my brother with their ritbeshis head.

The soldiers placed me in theep that was not the Hummer and seated meatraia As soon
as | sat down aoldier pushed mbeardand| fell on thejeep floor. This was painful and le
bruises on my shoulder and leg.

As soon ashe jeepstarted to move the sanseldierwho had pushed méjcked me on my
broken hand antdeat my shoulders with his rifl@his was very painfulespeciallythe blows to
my handwhich | broke three days befovehen | fell on the ground while | was playing wi
some of classmates at scho#l.short time later the soldiersed my hands andeet and
blindfoldedme, while still beating me.

Thebeating continuetbr about & hour The same soldier kept kicking and beating me and
beat me with his rifle on migack shouldey handsand legs The beating was continuous. | ask
the soldier several times why he was beating and kicking me. He responded by st
swearing, and telling me to shut up. The journey took about three hours but | do not kno
wentdirectly to our destination.

Three hours later we arrived at our destination. The soldiers immediately pulled me ou
jeep and took me to the interrogator who told me | w&Srgit Arbapolice station.

Interrogation

Once we reacheHliryat Arba, the soldiers seated me on a wooden chair alone in an ol
yard. | was blindfolded and my hands and legs were tied. | stayed there for one howvau
police officers came and took me to the interrogation room. firsiething they did wten |
entered the room was to remove my blindfdaltiey told me tosit on achair. The nterrogator
was almost fifty years old. He wémld and wearing a keba on his head. He was in a pi
uniform with three stars on hehoulder

The interrogator asked nfer my name and place of residence. He also asked me abo
distance between my house and the main street. | answered his questions. He theYi
t hr ew $repiedd s oldedthensaidii The sol di er a pohd.leSpognded:
ALet me hdewmid@aTheooki ot ur ésaidd| nwa n tc |He@ards &
will let you see it inc o u r The iaoterrogator then saiiy ou dondot  viren® ol

said:fi | wonoét conf esrsowvw estamibensstdrieddhodtingband s#idy o
must confess! Eveny onceursaivhiles berwbudsys to bis computer and -
come back and repeat the questidthes.wasshouting loudly andthreatemg me that if | did not
confess, he would put me in prison. He askedto sign papensritten in Hebrewbut I refused
to sign

The interrogator then brought a piece of pdpemy fingerprints. He grabbed my fingers a
pushed them against the paplespent almost three hours in the interrogation offitéen it
was over, the soldiefdindfolded me and two soldiers walked me forriétresand placed me
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into ajeep.l was then transferred to Ofer Interrogation and Detention Centre.
Ofer Interrogati on and Detention Centre

When we arrived at Ofer | was taken telmic. | told the doctothat the soldier who arreste
me hadbeaterme on my hand. The doctor saidl had not hi n dspénbhalfdac
hour at he clinicwhere 1 filled out aform thatcontainedquestions about diseases and he
issues. It wasa long list of questionand | had to puli Y e & i N onext to each question.

| was then takemo an dfice, where there was a mam civilian clothes He was wearingeans
and ablue shirt. He was aboutO yearsold. He was overweight, of aawverage heighaind with
long hair. He saidi Wh at do y o ultolddimthattheossoldess yitadrested me bee
me. He did notomment | spenthalf an hour with him. He searched meh an electronic
gadget. He would ask me questions and then write. He asked questions stich @su

stones? What is the distance between yol

Towards the end of the interrogation he asked fine h ipalitical party would you like to b
det ai ned wit hreplied:it hen pni § cAfleetpag hwhetaken.t&®ection
8, tent 1, which is affiliatedo Hamas It contained 25 prisoners.spentabout a month ther
before | was transferratde to Telmond Prison, where | spent another month.

Telmond Prison(lsrael)

| spentone and a half months in Telmond Prisaith another prisoner in one roor
Psychologically, the situation was difficult. | felt bored, particulégausehere wasery little
television.

Generally, the food was not enouddreakfastwas some jam or cookemjgs Lunchwas either
ground wheat or lentilDinnerconsisted of lentils. We received half a loaf of bread a day.

There was limited education in Telmond Pris@here were classes lnglishandMathematics
and we had to meet every day to attend a class on one of these two subjects.

| did not have any visit from my parerdsiring the three months | spent in detentiand that
causedyreat concern anahxiety to me and my family.

Court appearances and release

| appeared in the military courts on two occasions and was charged with throwing st
denied the charges. On 4 May 2008 | was released on bail after two months in prison.

9 Septembe2008
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.Case Study No. 16

Name: Imad T.

Date of arrest: 7 March2008

Age at arrest: 15

Accusation: Throwing a Molotov cocktail and hormeade grenades at settlement.

| was bornin September 1992. | am in the "L@rade. | live in Beit Fajjar. My father i
unemployed and my family consists of nine people including my two parents. Lately, | |
drop out of school and work insolar panel shopo support my family because my father
unemployed and my motherashousewife.

On 7 March 2008, at around 8:00 pm, | went out of the village with my friends Ahme
Mahmoud § and Mohammad.Ti n Ahmadds <car . Ahmad was
Asyoun settlement, we asked Ahmad to turn around and ngb toser to the settlemen
Ahmad began driving back.

While driving back towards the village, a barrage of bullets was fired at us from an unl
direction. | hearcaround17 gunshots. We were all injured. Ahmad was shot once in the
and twice in thdegs. Mohammad was shot three times in his right leg and twice in his le
Mahmoud was shot once in his right leg. For my part, | was shot onside of my right ankle
We were all bleeding. The four tyres were also punctured.

We decided to keepnadriving because we were terrified. We decided to flee. Since Ahma
been wounded in the legs and could not use the accelerator, Mohammad pressed it
hand while Ahmad steered. After driving for around half a kilometre, we reached the ce
the village, got out of the car and lay on the ground. People rushed towards us and pu
another car to take us to the village clinic.

When we arrived at the clinic, we received first aid treatment and they called the
Emergency department [estinian Red Crescent Society]. Two ambulances came. The fir:
took Ahmad and the second took Mohammad and both left for Hebron hospital. While v
for the third ambulance to arrive and take Mahmoud and me, we heard that the fi
ambulances lthbeen stopped by the Israeli army and that Ahmad and Mohammad ha
arrested. Until now, we know nothing of what has happened to them.

Ten minutes later, the Israeli soldiers stormed the village and surrounded the clinic fr
sides. They came irnh jeeps and there were many of them. The soldiers began throwing
bombs and tear gas canisters to drive people away. They then broke down the front do
clinic and asked the doctor on duty about the injured patients. The doctor pointed la¢y
arrested me and Mahmoud and quickly put us inside a Hummer. There were three doct
nurses and my paternal uncl e Naedem i nsi
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After they put us in the Hummer, they tied us tightly to stretchers and rentloedshndage:
from our wounds which caused the bleeding to resume. They started beating us. There v
of them. One of the soldiers applied pressure on our wounds and we were shouting
Whenever we were shouting, the soldiers would slap ubefate and tell us that they did r
want to hear our shouts. The bleeding increased because they kept pressing against the
This torture lasted about one full hour.

After an hour, we arrived at Gu s tparpglaced u
in the yard. They tore off all our clothes with scissors. We were totally naked, just like t
we were born. There were more than 40 soldiers there, who started provoking and insulti
was very cold because it was late on a ngh¥larch 2008. During that time in the yard, th
did not provide us with any medical assistance, although we were bleeding and in pain.

One hour later, an army ambulance arrived and they put us inside it. We were tied n
stretchers. Once insideghtambulance, the soldiers untied us and placed us on plastic «
They tightly tied our hands behind our backs which caused us pain. The soldiers
ambulance, two female and two male, insulted us and shouted at us on the way to the ho

Hospital

Half an hour later, we reached Hadassah Ein Karem hospital in Jerusalem. The soldiers
out of the military ambulance and left us at the hospital entrance for a while. We were sitill
and we begged them to cover us with something becauseene aghamed in front of tr
pedestrians there, and the hospital was very crowded. This incident traumatised me and
suffering psychologically as a result. Fifteen minutes later, they took us to the operatiol
and removed the plastic ties apldced handcuffs around our hands and feet. When the ¢
saw me, he asked me about my age and | said | was 15%. He then refused to perforn
and said he needed my parentso®é authoris
and asked meot to eatso that the doctor could do the operation the next day.

Three soldiers were guarding me in the room. They tied my hands and legs to the bed.
not move. They kept insulting me and shouting at me throughout the night and | could not

The next day, they moved me to the operation room. The doctor once again refused t
operation in my parentsd absence. I | e a
him of what had happened to me. Once again, they returned me tmthena | stayed ther
for four more days without undergoing the needed surgery. During that period, the «
changed the bandages of my wound and my hands and legs were still tied to the bed.

After four days, they transferred me to another hospitalons e name | st i |

there for three days and was guarded by three soldiers. When | arrived at the hospital, tl
me to a room in which | found Mahmoud. My hands and legs were also tied to the bed
hospital.
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In the new hospal, the soldiers were replaced by other soldiers. The new soldiers were ve
and they insulted us and shouted at us. They rarely allowed us to use the toilets. Whi
asked them if | could take a shower, they would bring me water. They did owtraé to take ¢
shower. | would like to mention that we did not have a shower from the day we were a
until they transferred us to the new hospital [five days after Imad had been arrgistdxaidy
had blood on it and it smelt bad. | would like ateamention that we were without clothes 1
the whole week, and were only covered with light sheets. We were provided with light
only a week after we were arrested.

| recall that, on one occasion, | asked the soldiers permission to go to the fmadnddhey
allowed me to go but prevented me from closing the door, arguing that | could escape
the window despite the fact that the room was on the fifth floor. | could not do anything
bathroom because there was an Arab man with his daaght&ont of me. | asked the soldi
to close the door but he refused. He allowed me to close it only if he could be in the ba
with me. | totally rejected this idea. He then closed the door in a way which still allowed |
see the bathroom windo As a punishment, the soldiers asked for Mahmoud to be transfer
another room.

We stayed in this hospital for one week and 1 still was not operated on. They only put a
cast around my leg, despite the fact that the doctor at Hadassah Em Haspital had told m
that | needed an operation.

A week later, at midnight, soldiers from Nihshon unit (a unit belonging to the Prison S
responsible for transferring detainees between prisons and detentims)ceame and ordere
us to accompanthem. They tied our hands and feet and blindfolded us. They put us in a
Service vehicle and took us to Ramla Prison Hospital (Mrash). When we got there, they
and Mahmoud out of the vehicle and sat us on plastic chairs outside the pasked them if |
could go to the bathroom, but they refused. They also refused to give me water to dri
found out that the prison administration refused to let us in because it was too late. Th
we remained seated on the plastic chairs untDd &r@. It was very difficult and painful. Durin
the night, the soldiers from Nihshon unit prevented us from sleeping. Whenever we wo!
asleep, they would push our chairs to wake us up. | fell on the ground more than five time

At 8:00 am sharp, they moved me to a second vehicle and drove me to the prisopul hey
in aroom, and | immediately fell asleep. When | woke up, | saat | had wet my bed; it wa
the first time this had happened to me. | was ashamed of myself. The othreeehelped m
change my clothes and bedding. To this day, | still wet my bed every day. There is nothir
do about it. I tried not drinking water for several hours before going to bed, as well as g
bed late, but it did not help. | asked thieson administration to take me to a psychiatrist,
they refused. | am very shy and my psychological state has been damaged as a result ¢
everything that happened to me after my injury, the bad treatment | received, and the su
experenced.
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Since the day | was arrested, over four months ago, | have still not been given any me
except painkillers, and that led me to develop new pain and intestinal disorders.

| only saw my family once since the day | was arrested; that wasabelasss after arriving a
Hadassah Ein Karem hospital; but the soldiers prevented my family to talk to me. | sa\
from a far distance and for a few minutes before the soldiers shouted at my father and pt
prevented him from coming closer to naad finally kicked him out.

The food here in Ramla Prison is not good and it is always the same. They give us meat
Fridays. The doctor told me that | need to eat well but they give me nothing.

As a result of my injury, | can only walk on cruésh The prison doctor told me a few days
that he would perform an operation on tnansert a platinum platandhe also told me that
will be able to walk without crutches three months after the operation.

From the day | was arrested, | only receitteel visit of one lawyer, and | do not know his nar
The Red Cross did not visit me or Mahmoud at all.

Interrogation

Three days after | was arrested, two interrogators came to Ein Karem hospital and
guestioning me. They accused me of throwing a Molotov cocktail and home made grer
the security guardés room i n Gusdhandadldzthem
had never thrown Molotov cocktails or even stones in my whole life. They asked me to
paper written in Hebrew, but | refused and asked them to read it and translate what it s
interrogator said that | was accused of thromang Mo | ot ov cockt ai l a
He said that he would smash my head and press strongly against my wounds if | did not
paper. However, | refused to sign it.

After two hours, the interrogator produced another paper written ineldeand asked me t
sign it, saying it was an approval to perform the operation, so | signed it. It turned out late
had signed a full confessidhat | prepareénd thewa Mol ot ov cockt ai |l
room in Gush Etzion settlement. Tlwterrogator had extracted a confession from me
deceiving me. They also took my fingerprints during that session.

They interrogated me while | was in very bad health. | had been shot and was un
influence of medication. | was in pain and alsdfexing psychologically. | was tied to the b
the whole time. The interrogator did not rea& my rights and he was shouting at me «¢
threatening me. | was scared of him. He asked me to give names as well but | refused.

Eight daysafter being arrestedhey moved me to Ofer military court. When | got there, |\
immediately taken to the courtroom without any lawyer. The trial lasted only three minute
| was told that my detention period was extended but | did not know for how long, beca
onetranslated what was going on inside the courtroom. They then took me back to the ha
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would like to say that during my travel to and from the court, the soldiers from Nihshon ur
my hands and feet tightly and treated me badly. They shoutet a&nd scared me and r
cousin Mahmoud who was there with me every time | was taken to court.

On 6 April 2008, they once again took me and Mahmoud to Ofer military court. | was sut
to see a layer named Mohammad Shadfan waiting for me. My detemtimd pvas extende
although | dondét know what happened in t

On 6 July 2008, a list of charges was filed against me, which included charges of preg
Molotov cocktail and throwing ittt he secur ity guardds roor
also accused of throwing stones. According to the list of charges, the Molotov cocktail «
hit the guardds room and exploded f ar
extendeduntil the end of the legal proceedings against me. The next trial will be on 17 #
for reading the charges.

| want to say that during my stay in Ofer court, the soldiers treated me badly and did nc
me to go to the bathroom or drink water, althb | was wounded and needed special treatm:

22 July2008

.Case Study No. 17

Name: Jameel K.

Date of arrest: 25 March2008
Age at arrest: 14

Accusation: Throwing stones

On Tuesday, 25 March 2008, at 4:00 pm, | was in the western neighbourhood of my
where | live. Three Israeli soldiers came to the place and approached me. They then
sound bomb towards me and it exploded beneath my feet. They asked meotlaghem.
When | reached them, they slapped me in the face. They then tied my hands and toc
another place inside the village, where there were two military jeeps, 500 metres awe
where | was.

Transfer and abuse

When we reached the place, they asked me to turn around and face the wall, and lift
up in the air. They Dblindfolded me and

There was another young man with me inside the jeep. The trip &bkarh hour. When we
reached the checkpoint, they pulled us out of the jeep and sat us on the ground. Three ot
came to the place and dropped off four more young men and sat them next to us. They



71

all of us inside a big jeep while being ll@nffed and blindfolded.

The jeep drove to a place unknown to me for half an hour. We then reached a place or
full of soldiers. They pulled us out of the jeep and lay us on small stones in a yard from
6:30 pm until 2:00 am. A number of sa@ds then came and took me to the clinic after remo
the handcuffs and blindfold. Inside the clinic, they beat me on the back and neck wit
hands. One of the soldiers took a rope that was on the table and placed it around my n
pressed tighy to suffocate me. They then handcuffed my hands and blindfolded me an
back to the yard.

Salem Interrogation and Detention Centre

A military vehicle then came, and they placed all of us inside it and transferred us to
Detention Centre. Theyuled us ouinto an open yard and toais one by one to a room, whe
there was a soldier who asked us abmuthealth status and whether someone had beate
After they finished doing this, we were @it in one small room where we had to spend
night. In the morning, they photographed us and put us in different rooms based on ¢
Thursday morning, they took me to the interrogation room where there was a policeman
a blue police uniform. He said that | threw stones. | told filN o |  afrdsted/me in front o
my house and | was Heshoutedmtrme and thrgateaed {0 beattme.r
then took me back to the room. The lawyer AdnatRAbi visited me and asked me a couple
guestions. They then took me to the court tiedjudge extended my detention for seven
days until the following Wednesday.

Military Court proceedings and Megiddo Prison (Israel)

| spent the days from Thursday; the date for the first court appearance, until Wednes:
second date for the caum the same room. My health status was bad and the food was po
Wednesday morning, | went to the court and it was adjourned to the next day. On Thu
went to the court and the judge ruled | should pay NIS 7,500 as a bail. They asked mipf
APay the money and vy ounfortunatelyy mywatHer did met haveetl
money, so they returned me to the room, and assigned the next Tuesday as a date for .
in Ofer Military Court.

On Sunday, at around 5:00 pm, theyhsferred me with another three young men from Se
Detention Centre to Magiddo Prison. There, they put us in one cell to spend the nic
Monday morning, they placed us in a vehicle that stopped at various prisons to pick u
detainees. The tripasted until the afternoon because they had to stop several times to |
other detainees. We arrived at Ramla Crossing in the afternoon; | do not remember tt
time. They put all of us in one room and we spent the night there. The room had oorba
They gave us a little food.

On Tuesday morning | donodt r etimegtrabsteemed ushoeOfed Rrisor. There w
four of us. They put us in a room and then took me to the court. | did not understand any
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the court because they wereeaging in Hebrew. They then returned me to the room a
stayed there until 7:00 pm when they took me back to Ramla Crossing.

On Wednesday morning, they put us in a vehicle and drove to different prisons. The trig
at around 4:00 pm in Megiddo Prisomhere we were stopped and searched. They then drc
to Salem Detention Centre and we arrived there at around 5:00 pm. | was put in the sar
with some other young men. The next morning they took me to the court in the same De
Centre and | w&s then released after my father paid NIS 2,000 and pledged to bring me
next court session. It was 16 April 2008. | went home and the next court was to be held o
2008.

My father and | went to the court in Salem but it was adjourned onae @g& October 2008
We are still waiting.

30 August2008

.Case Study No. 18

Name: Abdullah O.

Date of arrest: 5 May2008

Age at arrest: 15

Accusation: Throwing Molotov cocktails and stones

On 5 May 2008, at around 3:00 am | was sleeping at home. | suddenly woke up at the"
soldiers. One of the soldiers was standing by my bed. He grabbed me by my shoulder ar
me out of the house. | was still half asleep. | was scared and beodramely nervous.
panicked to the point that | do not know how they put me in the jeep. They punched me
my body and stepped on me. | saw many soldiers around and inside the house.

One of the soldiers asked me if | had thrown stones and Motatcktails. | replied that | dic
not throw anything. Afterwards, they handcuffed my hands and tied my feet and blindfold:e

They transferredne to Ariel Police station. Men in civilian clothes interrogated me for a
two hours. One of the soldierepped me on the face during the interrogation. He then plar
blade to my neck and asked me to confess.

I moved my neck away from the blade and he put it away. He was tall, large and fair s
He had blonde hair and blue eyes.

| then confessed ahrowing Molotov cocktails and stones at the soldiers.

After interrogation, | was transferred in a large police vehicle to Huwwara Interrogatio
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Detention Centre where | stayed for ten days. On the eighth day, | was taken to court wi
imprisonmenperiod was extended until the end of proceedings.

| was then transferred to Salim Interrogation and Detention Centre where | was kept for te
They then transferred me to Telmond Prison. They put me in section 14. The food is w
here. A month go, we found a cockroach in the noodles. We notified the prison administ
and they promised tpunish the person responsipbait we have not heard anything. Howev
the food has become better since that incident. Lately, we stopped dependingisothéood
and started buying our food from the Canteena using the money from our families.

20 August2008

.Case Study No. 19

Name: Ezzat 6s case
Date of arrest: 11 June2008

Age at arrest: 10

Accusation: None

On Wednesday, 11 June 2008, at around 10:30 am, | was sitting in my father's shog
animal feed and eggs in the village of Sanniriya in Qalgiliya. | was wearing a-shdtTand
blue jeans. My brother Makkawi (7) and my erstara (8) were sitting with me. While | w:
sitting inside the shop, which is located east of our house, 100 metres away, | was surp
the arrival of two Israeli soldiers to the shop. One of them had dark skin, wearing khak
and a black Thirt with a blue vest on top. The other one was in green clothes. Both of
were wearing helmets and carrying black weapons. The soldier with the bisickt Tvas
carrying a pistol around his chest in addition to an assault rifle. They suddenly watkdiei
shop. Once they entered the shop, the soldier with the btabktlbegan shouting at me, tellir
me "Your father had sent us to you and we want the pistol that your father has." | k
terrified and said "My father has nothing. He doesn't ovah $hings.” He slapped me strong
across my right cheek and he slapped my brother on the face too. He then asked my si
get out of the shop. He asked me all over again and | told him we had nothing. He aske
get out the pistol from the animi@ed sacks. | answered him we had no pistols. He slappe
again and this time it was on the left cheek.

He then began searching the sacks in the store, and broke down the office drawer where
money, while the other soldier stood by the doat did not allow anyone to enter. When one
my friends came to the store, he kicked him and prevented him from entering the shop. ,
of locals gathered around the store and some of them tried to enter and help me, but th
standing by the dooprevented them from doing so. When the other soldier did not
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anything, he asked me again to tell him where the pistol was. When | answered him [
saying "We don't have anything,” he strongly punched me in my stomach and | fell o\
empty eggboxes. | was crying and screaming because | could not stand the pain anc
terrified too. The soldier with the black-shirt made fun of me and imitated my crying.

spoke very fluent Arabic. He kept me inside the shop for 15 minutes. He then gnadesm
my T-shirt and dragged me out of the shop. | asked him to let me close the shop but
leave it open, so that it would be robbed. Some of my friends who were at the scene clc
shop. He threatened to put me in the jeep and take meimth h

When he dragged me out of the shop, he ordered me to walk on the street in front of him.
the other soldier who was pointing his weapon at me, walked behind me, and some
gathered around. While walking, the soldier with the blaedhift would slap me strongly o
my neck now and then. On the way to our house, | met my cousins who asked me wh
crying and whether the soldiers hit me or not. | said yes and the soldier shouted at
ordered "Don't tell them that | hit you." | was g three to four times on my nape wr
walking towards the house. When we reached the house, 100 metres away, | saw the oc
forces, many of them, around the house, with a number of dark green military vehicle
word police was written on anieé-coloured jeep.

When | entered into the house, the same soldier; the soldier with the biuk, Tmade me
stand in the yard and asked me to get the pistol out of the flower basin. When | was ¢
answer him and say we had no pistol, he slappedanstrongly that | fell down on my face
the flower basin. He did not let me stand by myself; he grabbed me fromgahiytand lifted
me up. When one of the soldiers asked me in Arabic to head to the room where my parer
| walked into the roonand he was walking behind me. Our house has a long corridor that
to all the rooms in the house. My father was standing by the door of the guest room, wt
family was held. The soldier slapped me on my nape in front of my father and | fell «
ground. He slapped me again on my nape and | fell on the ground after | stood up. All
was in front of my father. He then lifted me in the air after he grabbed-siyril He told my
father that he was going to take me to prison and he told martieething too. He threatened
arrest my older sister who was 19 years old and that he would take her to prison not on i
as he said. He then pushed me into the guest room where my mother and my siblings w
My mother was crying. When shevwsane crying, she asked me why and | told her that |
been hit. She asked them to leave me alone and hit her instead. They told her that the
take me to prison.

| spent around two minutes in the room with my family; my mother Sabah Abu Majd (87
sister Diana (19), my sister Raghda (18), my sister Aya (15), and my brother Makkawi ¢
sister Lara who were in the shop earlier and stayed outside the house because the
refused to let them in. My other sister Sahar (13) was not in the hotisat time. The soldier
kept threatening my brothers. They had a female soldier with them who took the respor
of interrogating with my sisters inside the rooms of the house. | forgot to say that my |
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Jihad (3) was also with my mother imetguest room. The soldier with the blacikHirt took me
to the bedroom and slapped me at the door. He then brought my older sister to search
interrogate with her while forcing me to stand by the kitchen door. They then moved
another bedroomwhile passing me, the soldier with the blackhirt slapped me strongly c
my face that | fell on the ground. He asked me to stay there in the room. He would go '
minutes and then come back to slap me on the face, and punch me several tims®mauol.
| would shout and burst into tears. He would imitate me and make fun of me. He cor
coming to the room around six times where he would hit me and slap me.

Afterwards, five soldiers entered the room, and one of them climbed to the atteciivenhother
four stayed with me in the room. The soldier on the attic began smashing the wooder
with a hammer that he took from an aluminum shop near our house. He used the hal
smash the wooden plates which were used to prevent the heagriterrng the bedroom. TF
bedroom where | was held is our bedr ool
bedroom. The soldier with the blackshirt hit it with a hammer and he also damaged the 1
and vegetables which were in it. He threw ae the clothes and torn our good clothes.
damaged the kitchen, the fan and the fireplace too. | spent about one hour in the room
with the soldiers. During this hour, the soldier with the blaghirt ordered me to stand on o
foot and lift my hands up in the air with my back against the wall, and that lasted for abo
an hour. | was exhausted and | did not dare to put my foot on the ground because he orc
not to. | used to have this punishment in school but not for that long. dhemf the soldiers i
the room asked me to put down my foot on the ground and | did so. He then asked n
down. | squatted for like two minutes and then stood up. The female soldier came into tk
and asked me to sit down on the refrigeratot. bo

While | was sitting there, the soldier withthe blacsT i rt came al ong

you sitting?o0 I answered him by saying
to keep sitting there. He then brought my older sister inaskdd me whether | care about |
or not . I said fAYes | do. 0 So he asked

my father. | said we did not have a pistol, so he took my sister out, and then came back
me all over my body. He lethe room and after a while he came back to offer me 10 Sheke
tell him where the alleged handgun was. | told him | did not care about money. He really |
so angry that he took off his helmet and hit me with it from two metres away. It hit e
my body and | felt severe pain. He asked me to bring him the helmet and when | did, he
again on me but this time he missed. He again asked me to bring the helmet but this tim
not hit me with it. Instead, he left the room for five oties and came back and slapped me
face and stomach without asking me anything. Once again he left the room and was gc
while, and | was all alone in the room. He then came back and asked me about the pis
answered that we did not have gngtol. He slapped me twice on my face and pushed me |



76

He then left the room for a while and came back to repeat it all over again.

| then saw the soldier with the blackshirt and the female soldier getting my sisters one by
into a nearby roonThey closed the door and | heard them shouting at my sisters. My sisti
me later that they were strgearched by the female soldier while the male soldier waited ot
the room, but he would enter the room to interrogate with them. When my methsed to
take her clothes off, | heard the soldier with the blaghift asking the female soldier to hit h
if she kept refusing. The soldier threatened my older sister several times that he would
but he did not. She was stiggarched threeie s and she was verba
a boyfriend in the university.o

Afterwards, a soldier wearing black sunglasses came into the room where | was held and
his rifle at me. The rifle barrel was a few centimetres away from my faces $aveerrified that |

started to shiver. He made fun of me an
shoot you.o0o | told him we had nothing.
time, tell me where the pistol is beforene ot you. 0 | replied by

lowered his rifle and took out the bullets and one of them fell on the ground. He kept se
for it until he found it and then left the room. Five minutes later, the soldier with the bla
shirt came back to me with four other soldiers and said they would come back to the h
said we had nothing. He did not say anything and they all left the house.

The soldiers spent about two and a half hours in our house. | emphasize that the soldie
think he was the officer who hit me and conducted interrogation with me and my famil
wearing khaki jeans, a blackshirt, and a blue vest which | think was a bulletproof vest. | ¢
not sleep in my house that night because | was very scareckfdiee | spent the night at r
paternal uncl ebds house. Il |l ost two mol ar
about what happened to me and say | am wanted by the occupations forces.

21 June 200¢

.Case Studyo. 20

Name: Abdullah A.

Date of arrest: 12 August2008

Age at arrest: 16

Accusation: Membership of a banned organisation

| am from Balata Camp in Nablus. | was born on 11 January 1992. | am in'tiyabte. | was
arrested on 12 August 2008. My father works in currency exchange. My family consists o
members. The family economic situation is good.
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Early morning arrest

On 12 August 2008, at around 2:00 am, my family and | were sleeping oncthred sftoor of
our two-storey house. We woke to the sound of shooting and sound bombs. My brother |
and | were sleeping on the second floor, whereas the rest of the family members were
on the first floor. Two minutes later, our father camestaps and told us that Israeli soldie
were surrounding the house. He asked us to put on our clothes. We went downstairs.
was on the stairs, | saw the front door of the house open. My mother and my nio&l\&ster
Sireen were standing by tleor. | saw with my own eyes a soldier throwing a sound bon
the front door where my mother and my sister were standing. It has a deafening soun
panicked and became terrified. My little sister cloed offear.

When | came downstairs, | saw many soldiers standing outside by the door. The soldiel
us al |l to go outside. They | et my mot
thoroughly searched me, my father, and my brother Ibrahim. Some of thenouodRs, as
others searched the house.

While searching the house, the soldiers asked my father and my brother Ibrahim to g«
nei ghbour déds house. They forcibly blindf
ram against the military jee@hey then pushed me into the jeep. They did not tie my h
because | was wounded.

25 days before | was arrested, | found a bomb. | lifted it off the ground and it exploded
two fingers on my right hand. When the soldiers came to arrest méands were wrappe
with bandages, and therefore they did not tie my hands.

Transfer

After they blindfolded me, the soldiers placed me inside a military jeep for 15 minutes.
then pulled me out of the jeep and took me to the house. | was seatediiichba. |1 knew |
was in the kitchen because | saw the tiles from beneath the blindfold. They kept me sittin
kitchen for about half an hour. | heard the soldiers searching the house and turning it up :
down.

Half an hour later, two soldiers approached me and made me stand up. They began pu:
out of the kitchen. When | was outside of the house, | began calling my mother to say g
because | knew they would arrest me. My mother and the rest of thly faete at the
nei ghbourdos house, as | | earned | ater.

violently on the neck. He pushed me and | fell over on the ground. The soldiers then for
to stand up and dragged me until we reached aamyilituck. They placed me inside the tru
and sat me on the floor. The truck began moving. On the way, the soldiers shouted at
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insulted me using very obscene words. The truck was driving so fast that my head r
against a metal seat. My bottostarted to hurt because | was sitting on the metal fl
especially when the truck drove over road pumps.

Huwwara Detention Centre

After a while we reached Huwwara Detention Centre. | do not know how long the trip too
soldiers pulled me out of thteuck and sat me in the yard for about two hours. Another det:
named Firas from my neighbourhood was sitting next to me. | called his name, and
soldier slapped me. Firas called my name, and the soldier also slapped him.

In the morning and aét two hours of sitting in the yard, | was taken to another spot away
Firas. The spot | was taken to was paved with asphalt. | kept sitting there for about a
during which | was shivering out of fear. Another detainee named Salafrom my
neighbourhood was sitting next to me.

| was then taken to the administration room. They told me they would take me to the
due to the injury to my hand.

Further transfer and interrogation

They transferred me to a hospital, its name lmcdtion were unknown to me. | stayed the
until noon of the same day, 12 August 2008.

After the completion of the checkups, | was taken to another detention centre. | do n
much time it took us to reach this centre. | was pulled out of the jeep and ta&enodm. |
found myself standing before an interrogatdo told me | was in Al Jalanm@etention Centre
(Israel). He sat with me for like 10 minutes. He told me he soon would interrogate me an
should confess to all charges that he would make agamsHe said that if | did not confes
they would not change the bandages around my hand and let them rot.

Cell No. 36

10 minutes later | was taken to the cell. It was small and had no ventilation. | recall it w
number 36. It had holes for velation only. It had no windows. | used to sleep on a mattres
the ground. The room had one dimmed yellow light that was kept on for 24 hours a day
really hurt my eyes. The walls were gray, and had rough surfaces, and it was difficult
aganst them.

| was kept inside the cell for two days. | was then taken to the interrogation room. | was
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on a small chair. They tied my feet and left hand to the chair, and kept my right hand free
the injury. | was kept tied in this manner farlong time without being interrogated or ask
anything. The interrogator would keep me inside the room and leave for a lon§ time.w i |
you al one ewould sayy Duting intertogation, the interrogator shouted at me
threatened it he would not change the bandages and let my hand rot. They chanc
bandages only three days after being released from the hospital, and that harmed my har

Confession

Due to the difficult situation | had to go through during the interrogation, | confessed to
things that | do not recall in detail. | wanted to end the interrogation, and | did it because
bad health situation.

The interrogator interrogated mesveral times in the same manner. Every time | °
interrogated, they would send me to the cell and keep me there for several days witho
asked any question. This really affected me psychologically and kept me confused all the

Transfer to Hasharon and Megiddo Prisons

On 4 September 2008,was transferred from Al Jalante Hasharon prison until 8 Februa
2009, when | was transferred to Megiddo prison and | am still in this prison.

While being in Al Jalamé®etention and Interrogation Centilewas taken to the room of ra
(informers). When | entered the room, | knew they were snitches. They told me the
detainees just like me. € wanted to know the details ofy charges. | confessed that | or
belonged to Fateh. After spending thdzg/s in the room, | knew they were snitches when |
taken back to the cell.

They have not cared for my injury the whole time | have been detained and until the gi
this affidavit. They only give me pain relief. | myself had to get the shrajpef my hand.

My detention was eended several times in Al Jalarard Salem. Once, a list of charges v
made against me. The next session is due to take place in Salem military court on 26 F
2009.

23 February 200¢

.Case Studyo. 21

Name: Hamdi A.
Date of arrest: 14 August2008
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Age at arrest: 17
Accusation: Throwing a Molotov cocktail

| was born on 22 April 1991.am in the twelfth grade. | was arrested on 14 August 2008
father works as a taxi driver. My family consists of 12 people.

On 14 August 2008, at around 2:00am, my family and | were on our way back to Ad Du
camp where we live after attendingmyo usi n6s we d d.iimA Waagitlage,
five kilometres away from the camp. When we reached the camp and before reaching th
| asked my mother to let me go and buy some bread from the bakery that is open arc
clock.

On my way tothe bakery while walking on the main street that leads to Hebron, | coincic
ran into a group of children who were hiding behind some metal barrels, and throwing st
Israeli soldiers on the other side of the street. | was 50 metres away froakérg.

Shot in the legs and beaten

| approached the children, and | was not hiding behind anything. Suddenly, a sniper s
near a building on the other side of the street fired at me. | was shot twice in my right ¢
legs, precisely in the knsd fell to the ground bleeding.

While | was lying on the ground, four Israeli soldiers approached and without saying a
they began severely beating me. One of the soldiers severely hit me with the barrel of his
rifle. 1 bled profusely frommy nose and mouth. My legs kept bleeding as well. Another so
wearing combat boots, severely kicked me on my bt pain all over my body. The fot
soldiers then kept kicking and slapping me all over my body for five minutes. The soldier
very scary. Their faces were painted black.

The four soldiers stopped kicking mehey tied the wounds in my legs with some bandage
stop the bleeding. Two soldiers grabbed me from my wounded leg and right hand and «
me on the sidewalk for about 50 metres until we reached a military jeep. They cause
bruises to my backna bottom. | begged them to let go of me, but they refused. Whe
reached the jeep, a military ambulance came and the soldiers placed me on a stretche
me inside the ambulance. One of the soldiers inside the ambulance tore all my clothes
scissors, except my underwear. They installed a glucose tube and a breathing apparatus

Ambulance transfer
The military ambulance drove for 15 minutes until we reached a military checkpoint ne:

Jala, where there was an ordinary ambulanaéingafor us. The soldiers pulled me out of t
military ambulance and placed me on the ground. Five soldiers began taking pictures
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using their mobile phones and a camera that one of them had. They took pictures of the
next to me while makingun of me. The soldiers then placed me inside the ambulance.
soldiers and one female soldier were with me in the back of the ambulance, as well
medics. | was offered the same treatment | received in the military ambulance. The am
then drwe to the hospital.

Hadasa Ein Karem hospital

15 minutes later, we reached the hospital of Hadasa Ein Karem in Jerusalem. The an
crew pulled me out of the ambulance and placed me on a wheeled stretcher. Many soldi
surrounding me. A milityy jeep was driving just behind us. Many people were looking at
and | became ashamed because | was only wearing my underwear.

| was taken to the-ray department of the hospital, and then to the operation room.
accompanied by two Arab doctoBBashar and Sami. They conducted an operation on my
after drugging me. The operation lasted five hours, as the doctor told me after waking up.

When | woke up, | found myself lying on a bed in the Intensive Care Unit. | was handcu
the bed, and garded by two soldiers. They must have handcuffed me while | was sleej
could not leave the bed. | peed while lying on the bed. The Two Arab doctors | mentioned
supervised my treatment, as well as two Arab nurses; Shadi and Ansam.

The two soliers guarding me were changed everyday. Some of them treated me well,
treated me badly. Some of the soldiers verbally abused me, using obscene words in frc
the patients who were Jewish. The medical staff protested but the soldiers prévemdrbm
intervening. In some cases, the soldiers prevented the medical staff from treating me. Thi
patients who were in the same room also insulted me and called me a terrorist, and the
did not do anything to stop them. | stayed in tbenn for seven days. | was then moved
another room for another seven days. The treatment in the second room did not differ. | v
transferred to another department. | stayed 40 days in the hospital since my injury, an
was transferred to Ramprison hospital.

Doctors at Hadasa Ein Karem hospital conducted three more operations on me; two of
install platinum on my leg from the inside and outside, the third one was to jaenthens

While in Hadasa Ein Karem hospital, the sold@icsnot allow any of my family to visit me. M
family saw me only twice in Ramla prison hospital. However, one of the nurses used to «

family behind the soldierds back and kee

Transfer to Ramla Prison Hospital






