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BARBADOS


(This briefing has been compiled without reference to the Third Periodic Report of the State Party, which is not publicly available at the time of writing.)





Unlike many small Caribbean states, Barbados does maintain standing armed forces.  The army contains some 500 active personnel, with a further 110 in the navy.  Since independence in 1966 all recruitment has been on a voluntary basis. 





In its submission for the Secretary General’s Report to the Commission on Human Rights in 1987 (E/CN.4/1987/99), Barbados stated:


 "Chapter III of the Constitution provides for the protection of fundamental rights and freedom of the individual, while Section 19 is specific on the protection of the freedom of conscience.... Hence, freedom of conscience which is guaranteed under the constitution would grant a citizen of Barbados the right to conscientious objection to military service in so far as it relates to Barbados." 





The State Party might be invited to explain how it would envisage this right being implemented in practice in the event that, perhaps as a result of a change of religion, a serving member of the armed forces applied for release on the basis that he or she had developed a conscientious objection to military service.
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