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There is no legislative recognition of conscientious objection to military service in Japan.   According to the constitution, the country does not maintain military forces, but the Jietitai or Self-Defence Forces perform that role in all but name. Although no instances have been reported, the possibility cannot be excluded that a serving member of these Forces may develop a conscientious objection.  Clarification about the present and future possibility of release in such circumstances would be welcome.








Background


  


Article 9 of Japan’s 1947 Constitution reads:


“1) Aspiring sincerely to an internation
