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Ireland has always manned its armed forces by voluntary recruitment.  However clarification might usefully be sought of the procedure which would be followed in the event that a serving member of the armed forces sought release having developed a conscientious objection to such service. 





Ireland has never known obligatory military service.  Although the entire island was still part of the United Kingdom during the First World War, the Military Service Act of 1916, which introduced conscription in Great Britain, did not apply to any part of Ireland�.  (It is noteworthy that in New Zealand, which introduced 
