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Argentina provides a possibly unique example of good practice in respect of the recognition of the right of conscientious objection to military service.  


Until 1994, a system of obligatory military service applied with no provision for conscientious objection, and several conscientious objectors suffered prolonged imprisonment.. The 5 January 1995 Law on Voluntary Military Service (Ley no. 24.429 Servicio Militar Voluntario)  suspended the provisions of the earlier Law 17.531 on Compulsory Military Service, as long as a sufficient number of eligible volunteers should present themselves to sign two year renewable contracts.  Volunteers must be aged between 18 and 24, having had at least seven years basic education, and, if aged under 21, also needed parental consent.�


	However, in the very Law which suspended conscription recognition was also given to the right of conscientious objection to military service.  Art. 20 of Law 24.429 states that individuals who, for "profound religious, philosophical, or moral reasons," are unable to perform their compulsory military service “will be required to perform a substitute social service. This may be performed in such areas as public health and environmental projects, but in wartime it must consist of activities to do with civil protection and defence.”�


The wartime provisions might not be for all conscientious objectors compatible with the reasons for objection, and the situation of professional members of the armed forces who might develop a conscientious objection is not defined, but CPTI would not argue that these outstanding questions are of sufficient urgency to demand inclusion in the List of Issues. 








30th April,  2009.


�  Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, Child Soldiers Global Report 2008, p.49.


�  Horeman, B. & Stolwijk, M., Refusing to Bear Arms , War Resisters International, London, 1998.  (http//:wri-irg.org/co/rtba/argentina.htm)
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