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The Latin American and Caribbean Committee for the Defense of Women's Rights – 

CLADEM EL SALVADOR

LIST OF CONCERNS FOR THE 97th SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED NATIONS

The present document, elaborated by CLADEM El Salvador is the result of a consultation made with the following non-government organizations, which axis of action is the issue of the human rights, gender and sexual and reproductive health:

· Comunidad Internacional de Mujeres viviendo con VIH – SIDA, Capítulo El  

      Salvador ICW

· Gay sin Fronteras 

· Atletas contra el Sida de El Salvador ATLECSES

· Instituto de Investigación  y Desarrollo de la Mujer IMU

· Fundación Nacional  para el Desarrollo FUNDE

· Organización de Trabajadoras del Sexo OTS – ES

· Coordinadora Nacional de la Mujer Salvadoreña CONAMUS

· Hombres contra la Violencia

· Mesa Sindical de Trabajadoras de la Maquila MSTM

· Fundación para el Desarrollo de la Mujer y la Sociedad FUNDEMUSA

· Concertación Feminista Prudencia Ayala CFPA 

· Asociación Salvadoreña para la Formación y Capacitación Integral Sostenible ASAFOCAIS

· Comité de Familiares de Desaparecidos y Asesinados CODEFAM

· Movimiento por la Diversidad Sexual y  Derechos Humanos Trans de El Salvador MDSDHTRANS

· Foro Ong’s VIH – SIDA

· Asociación Cristiana de Jóvenes ACJ

· Asociación Cristiana Femenina ACF

· Centro para la Promoción de los Derechos Humanos CPDH “Madeleine Lagadec”

· Instituto de Estudios de la Mujer Norma Virginia Guirola de Herrera CEMUJER

Scope: Sexual Rights and Reproductive Rights

Sexual Education

Articles 2 (discrimination), 3 (right to equality between men and women), 6 (right to life), and 17 (protection against arbitrary interference in private life) of the PIDCP.
In El Salvador there is lack of a scientific, lay and sustained throughout time sexual education, which could contribute to prevent the undesired pregnancies, school dropouts and sexually transmitted diseases, mostly. In that sense, it is imperative that the adequate information regarding contraceptive methods be guaranteed. The absence of all this has caused an increase in the number of women with HIV/AIDS. 

Abortion

Articles 2 (discrimination), 3 (right to equality between men and women), 6 (right to life), and 17 (protection against arbitrary interference in private life) of the PIDCP.
In El Salvador, abortion in all its forms is penalized ever since the reforms made to the Penal Code in 1997. Upon the enactment of said norm, the magnitude of this problem is unknown and in this context, the exact figures about deaths of women due to abortions provoked and performed clandestinely and in bad hygienic conditions are not known. 
In that sense, we request the prioritization of Recommendation 44, issued by the Committee for the Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to the Salvadorian State, referred to women and girls in the report elaborated on November 21, 2006. The Committee exhorts the Salvadorian State to reform the legislation regarding abortion and to consider exceptions in the case of therapeutic abortion and pregnancy due to rape or incest. 

Finally, we recommend that the Law be reformed, the de-penalization of the therapeutic abortion be reestablished and the programs on sexual education and sexual and reproductive rights be made official. 

Scope: Violence against Women  
Felonies against Sexual Freedom: rape and other sexual offenses

Articles 2 (discrimination), 3 (right to equality between men and women), 6 (right to life), of the PIDCP.

The victims of rape are re-victimized by exposing them to the taking of declarations under a stigmatized approach and to a forensic exam that causes them serious psychological harm. Furthermore, rape within marriage is not regulated, maintaining the criterion of intimacy. 

In relation to the sexual harassment felony, its wording does not contemplate prevention or protection mechanisms for the victims that do not file a complaint on account of hierarchic differences with the aggressor, nor is labor stability guaranteed, not even in the schools. 
Intra-family Violence

Articles 2 (discrimination), 3 (right to equality between men and women), 6 (right to life), of the PIDCP.

The Law against Intra-family violence introduced a reform in effect as of August 1, 2002, consisting of appointing the ISDEMU as the Ruling Entity for the compliance of the State policies for the prevention and attention of intra-family violence. In that sense, there is the need to allocate a budget for the implementation of public policies aimed at the social rehabilitation and insertion of the victims of violence. There is only one shelter of the ISDEMU working in the capital, with insufficient and deficient capacity, which does not cover the minimum demand. 
Additionally, it is imperative to design and execute a permanent, inter-institutional plan for the sensitization and training in institutions such as the National Police (PNC), the Judicial Organ and the Legislative Assembly, among others. 

Women’s Deaths
Articles 2 (discrimination), 3 (right to equality between men and women), 6 (right to life), of the PIDCP.

In El Salvador, the death of women is the maximum expression of the inequality of power between men and women. The sexist vision of their rights prevails, having its maximum expression in the death of women, a situation that has not been given the relevance that the problem deserves. In spite of the fact that a Unique Form has been in use for two years for the collection of data by the institutions in charge of keeping records, dispersion is maintained, contributing to disinformation, making reality invisible, presenting a scenario that is not in accordance with the degree of violence that the country is experiencing. In that sense, the family-oriented bias of continuing to place women in the private space as subjects of violence in the family relationship still prevails.
Finally, it is recommended to boost steps tending to modify the socio/cultural patterns of sexist conducts that harm the health and the lives of Salvadorian women in all the spaces. 
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