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Profile - The Human Rights League of the Horn of Africa (HRLHA) 

The Human Rights League of the Horn of Africa (HRLHA) was re-launched from diaspora by exiled members of an agency called Human Rights League(HRL), originally formed in Ethiopia; but silenced from the outset by the suppressive regime in that country. HRLHA is registered as a non- profit and non-Political organization in Ontario, Canada on the 14th of June 2007. 

HRLHA is aimed at defending fundamental human rights including freedoms of thought, expression and assembly or organization. It is also aimed at raising the awareness of individuals about their own basic human rights and that of others. It has intended to work on the observances of international and regional treaties, protocols, covenants, instruments, agreements, et cetera on human rights as well as due processes of related laws. It promotes the growth and development of free and vigorous civil societies. 
Contact Details

210-761 Jane Street, M6N 4B4
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Tel :  (416) 767 8784 or (647) 280 7062

Fax:  (416) 767 7223

Email – garoma@humanrightsleague.com 

OR          hrldirector@mail.org

Web site: www.humanrightsleague.com
The major objectives of HRLHA are to:

1. Endeavor to enlighten citizens of the Horn of Africa on human rights;

2. Detect, monitor, investigate, verify and report on human rights violations;

3. Conduct researches on human rights issues with a view to disseminating their findings and/or conclusions;

4. Promote the basic concepts and principles of human rights;

5. Lobby the governments of the Horn of Africa to ratify the basic international treaties on human rights; 

6. Organize and offer trainings, workshops and seminars on the protection of fundamental human rights and freedoms as well as other relevant issues;

7. Work closely with other humanitarian organizations, educational and media agencies especially regarding the promotion of the basic concepts and principles of human rights.

______________________________________________________________________

Introduction
When the EPRDF/TPLF Government took power in 1991, there had been very high expectations from both local and international communities that there would be a drastic change in bad records of human rights situations in Ethiopia under the previous Dergue regime. Contrary to everyone’s expectations, human rights violations continued not only to occur but also to get worse and worse from time to time. As has been being documented and reported by local, regional and international human rights organizations as well as some Western governmental agencies, political extra-judicial killings, kidnappings and disappearances, mass arrests  without court warrants and extended imprisonments without trials, tortures, very poor and torturous prison situations, denials and delaying of justice, etc became rampant.  

Confusing, biased and discriminatory policies encouraged widespread and blatant discriminations in access to and allocations of resources, denials of education and employment opportunities as well as misuse of such opportunities as coercive political tools, loss and denial of jobs due to differing political stands and opinions became very common.

The end results of these all democratic, political and legal deficits happened to be ever deepening social, economic and political crises. 

Implementation of Civil and Political Rights in Ethiopia

One of the International Bills of Human Rights is the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its optional protocols. In its preamble, CCPR recalls the obligations of states under the UN charter to promote and protect human rights of their citizens. Under articles 1, 3, and 5 of ICCPR, it is stated that the rights to self-determination, equal rights of men and women, and civil and political rights are granted; and that it is the duty of the governments to realize them in their territory. These have been far from happening in Ethiopia. 

The Right to Self-Determination

Article1(1) of the ICCPR states that all peoples have the right to self-determination. By virtue of that right, they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development. The Ethiopian Constitution, too, reaffirms these rights under Article 39 (1).  However, political choices and elections in Ethiopia could never be free from government-sponsored violence, threats, harassments and intimidations against members and supporters of opposition political organizations as well as ordinary citizens. A good case in point is the May 2005 federal election, which was described by both local and international observers as the first ever contested national election mainly because of the relatively adequate participation of a good number of opposition political organizations; but, the results of which were unlawfully and unconstitutionally reversed, giving rise to a terrible political violence in which 200 people were killed by government special squads, 700 wounded, and about 30,000 others, including leaders and members of opposition political organizations, were sent to prison. Besides, this election the steeling of the results by the ruling party was followed by a serious crackdown on local civic, human rights and media organizations that resulted in the silencing and paralysis of a lot of independent publications and advocacy groups.

Recommendations
1. The National Election Board, formed by the ruling EPRDF party and has been serving its interests, should be replaced by a non-partisan election commission elected by all stakeholders from independent individuals, or delegated by all political organizations operating in the country;

2. Stricter and well organized election monitoring system involving neutral regional and international bodies may help minimize or even fight off riggings;

3. Election monitoring reports should be used for giving decisions of approvals or disapprovals.
Freedom of Association 

As an extension of the crackdown on civil, human rights and advocacy organizations, the Charities and Societies Proclamation, which was declared and issued in January 2009, is the most recent tool that the ruling EPRDF party has created with the intention of criminalizing all kinds and forms of human rights activities by both foreign and domestic non-governmental organizations independent of itself. The discriminatory proclamation enormously reduces the number of civil organizations and weakens their abilities to educate ordinary citizens on their democratic as well as overall human rights. It makes discriminations between indigenous and foreign civil organizations based on their financial resources and the amounts they could receive. According to this new Charities and Societies Proclamation, any organization receiving more than 10% of its fund from foreign sources is deemed a “Foreign NGO". Given that local NGOs cannot raise adequate fund from local donors in a poor country like Ethiopia, this proclamation is a deliberate campaign launched to systematically get rid of local civic organizations. And, in order to strengthen this discriminatory provision and assure its effectiveness, foreign NGOs have already been banned from engaging in anything relating to the advocacy of human and democratic rights as well as women and children’s' rights, disabled persons, ethnic issues, and conflict settlement and resolutions.  

In spite of this, civil society can have an organization monitored by the government. The governments are often creating their own official organisations with a view to mobilising the population in public support of goals formulated by the regime themselves. The so-called GONGO (government organised non-governmental organisation) is a related phenomenon.
Recommendations 

The Ethiopian government should: 
1. Refrain from implementing the new CSP Law in order to abide by its obligations of international bill of Human Rights /ICCPR which it has signed and ratified. 

2. encourage the activities of civic societies instead of engaging in discouraging, discriminatory and destructive activities 

3. Show its commitment and protect all local and International NGOs especially who engage in human rights activities. 
Right to Life; against Torture, inhuman and degrading treatment

The violations of the right to life can be expressed in Ethiopia in different forms including the failure to abolish death penalty, murder, political killings, extra-judicial killings, torture resulting in death, extremely poor prison situations and denial of access to health care while in prison, both of which result in death.

Death Penalty

The Ethiopia Government implements the death penalty and is not a signatory to the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty. Under the current regime, there are 119 inmates in the death row; and in the last eighteen years, since the ruling EPRDF/TPLF party took power, three convicts have been punished with execution. Almost all of these inmates on death row were given the death penalty because of their political stands and outlooks and their attempts to exercise their democratic rights, despite the constitutional provision that everyone has the right to pursue political beliefs of their own. Even in March of this year, 2010, a civil engineer Mesfin Abebe has been added to the death row after being convicted of being a member of the opposition political organization OLF (Oromo Liberation Front).  

Corporal Punishment

In principle, torture as well as inhuman or cruel and degrading treatments and punishments have been banned by virtue of the laws of the State. The Criminal Procedure Code, the FDRE Constitution and the recently enacted criminal code prohibit the practice of any kind of corporal and mental punishments. 
However, such provisions remaining only on paper, in reality, security personnel use corporal punishment as the best method of coercing suspected political prisoners into false confessions, and of extracting information to be used for pretentious legal purposes against the suspects. HRLHA has repeatedly reported on repeated cases of tortures committed by the Government’s securities against suspected political prisoners.
Example, HRLHA (in Press Release 16, May 2009) reported on torture case that lead to the death of Abdurashid Ibrahim Adam on 8 May 2009. The 38 yr-old farmer was held in Burqaa Tirtiraa prison in E. Hararge and subjected to repeated whipping and beating while suspended upside down with arms and legs tied behind him, because of his alleged involvement with the OLF. 
Extra - judicial killing, disappearance, Arbitrary Arrest and Detention 

Since 1991, reports from different sources indicate that extra-judicial killings were committed against civilians by Ethiopian security forces. Oromia Support Group reported in its 2008-2010, #45 press release, that 4,185 extra-judicial killings and 944 disappearances of civilians suspected of supporting groups opposing the government have taken place. Most of these have been Oromo people. According to a report by American Journal of  Health, published on Ethiomedia website (www.ethiomedia.com), 99% of Ethiopian prisons are filled with Oromo political prisoners and, as a result, “Ethiopia prisons speak Oromo language’. Tens of thousands of civilians have been imprisoned. Torture and rape of prisoners is commonplace, especially in unofficial detention centres such as public offices and military camps.

Former judge, Ms Birtukan Mideksa, now 36, and chair of the opposition UDJ, was detained for the second time on 29 December 2008 and currently serving life sentence in solitary confinement. She remains a prisoner of conscience and focus of international human rights campaign. 
Recommendations 

The government of Ethiopia should: 

1. Halt taking politically motivated action
2. Honor the independence of the judiciary and court rulings; 
3. Open up the political space for a genuine multi-party democracy in  Ethiopia; 

4. Release all political prisoners; 

5. Open the door of prisons for families, friends, and reporters to visit prisoners of conscience. 
Press Freedom
It is everyone’s knowledge that informed consent is the essence of any genuine democracy; and that freedom of expression is the most fundamental human rights that is needed for the realization of all other rights. Especially in emerging and struggling democracies like that of Ethiopia, press freedom that allows the existence of independent media is required to speed up the democratization process by educating citizens on the overall democratic traditions and their constitutional rights. Ordinary citizens need freedom of expression independent of interference not only to make reasoned choices, but also to participate in the decision-making processes through their representatives.  Also, in today’s information era in particular, independent media have become the most influential tools of sustainable economic growth and development. Unfortunately, Ethiopians have been deprived of these all opportunities.
Press freedom in Ethiopia is said to be regulated by the vaguely defined Press Proclamation No. 34/1992, which the government officials abuse to the maximum by subordinating it to the criminal law in order to intimidate and harass journalists as well as publishers. Media practitioners in Ethiopia face charges such as treason and terrorism simply because of putting pen to paper and, by doing so, attempting to allow ordinary citizens to exercise their freedom of expression.  With such charges, a lot of journalists and publishers have been subjected to repeated long term imprisonments and prohibitive fines. Even bailable charges require depositing a huge amount of money, which in most cases is not refundable even after cases are settled. Financial punishments are specifically aimed at weakening the independent media and pushing them out of existence, besides harassing and intimidating the media practitioners like other forms of punishments. As a result, dozens of independent newspapers and magazines have already gone out of publication, and a lot of journalists and publishers have fled the country. And those who stayed in the country live under constant atmosphere of fear and insecurity – an atmosphere that is very unfriendly to free press and critical journalism, a climate that is against the promotion of democratic cultures, openness, transparency and political accountability. 
Journalists in Ethiopia are not allowed even to attend government press conferences. Government officials do not allow access to information in public offices controlled by them, despite the fact that not only the Press Law, but also the Ethiopian Constitution (under Article 29) require the government official to allow access to public offices by those seeking information. Even the door of the Parliament, the place said to be the seat of people’s representatives, is closed against independent media. 
Distributions of the very scares independent press are almost restricted to the Capital specifically due to the harsh violence by local government officials not only against distributors, but also consumers. Internet connection in Ethiopia is the last and the lowest first or second in the world with less than 100,000 customers out of about 80,000,000 populations, getting access to Internet. Yet, most of these figures are members of international and diplomatic communities, and members of the politically privileged groups. This is not because Ethiopians could not afford the connection fees. It is rather part of the denial of access to any source of information, that has been delegated to and being executed by the government-controlled Ethiopian Telecommunications Authority, the only Internet service provider that has been allowed to exist; while many interested independent entrepreneurs have been discouraged from entering into the business. When the world peoples are enjoying the maximum benefit of such technological advancements, it is not difficult to estimate how much the Ethiopian ordinary citizens are losing in this regard not only politically, but also socially and economically.  Continued condemnations and criticisms by regional as well as international advocated of press freedom and human rights organizations have been falling on deaf ears.
Recommendations
The Ethiopian Government should:

1. Abolish direct and/or indirect censorships and self-censorships;

2. Abide by and honor the provisions of the Constitution as well as the Press Law

3. Refrain from harassing and intimidating media practitioners by abusing the Press Law and the Constitution;

4. Respect the independence of the judiciary, and refrain from direct and indirect interference.
Conclusion
In general, the human rights situation in Ethiopia has grave implications on the democratization process. In the absence of human dignity, equality and the rule of law, and in an environment in which political and economic discriminations have reigned, peace and stability are unexpected, development efforts are fruitless. Where freedoms such as that of speech and association are restricted, development is hindered. Human experience has clearly shown as that there is a direct link between the respect of human rights and the achievement of sustainable human development. Ethiopia is one of the countries in Africa in which monitoring and/investigating human rights abuses are very difficult, as confirmed by various regional and international human rights groups, leading to calls for further investigation and transparency.  
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