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Distinguished members of the Committee, 
Ladies and gentlemen,

     
I welcome the opportunity to greet you on the occasion of the opening of the 98th session of the Human Rights Committee. Allow me in particular to congratulate the new distinguished member of the Committee elected at the 28th meeting of States parties held last November in New York, Mr. Mahjoub El Haiba, following Mr. Mohammed Ayat’s resignation. I am certain that Mr. El Haiba’s skills and experience will further strengthen this Committee’s work. 

It is as always a great privilege for me and for all of us in the NY Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to receive you at the United Nations Headquarters in New York for your March session. 
Before turning to your work during this session, allow me to bring to your attention a number of important new developments which have taken place since your last session in October 2009 and that may be of interest to the Committee.  

OHCHR strategic Management Plan for 2010 and 2011

I am pleased to inform you that on 8 February, the High Commissioner launched her Strategic Management Plan (SMP) for 2010-2011. A copy of the SMP has been included in your files. 
 As briefly mentioned to you already at your last session held in October 2009 by the Deputy High Commissioner, Ms.  Kyung-wha Kang, OHCHR will sharpen its focus during the next biennium around six thematic priorities: Discrimination, in particular discrimination on the grounds of race, sex and religion and against other marginalized people;  Impunity, accountability, the rule of law and democratic societies;  Economic, social and cultural rights, inequalities and poverty, including in the context of economic, food and climate crises; Migration; Armed conflict and insecurity; and international human rights mechanism and law. 
The SMP presents thematic strategies for each of the priorities identified. This is a new key feature, which we believe will bring significant change in our ability to show results in critical areas.  Although not a thematic issue per se, OHCHR has opted to include the strengthening of international mechanisms and law as one of its priorities for the next biennium. This is a reflection of the important place the work of these mechanisms has in the programme of the Office. Furthermore, the recommendations of international human rights mechanisms constitute the foundations of all of OHCHR's thematic strategies. 
 A set of office-wide expected accomplishments constitute the backbone of the SMP. OHCHR's global expected accomplishments describe the changes that OHCHR is committed to foster. They relate to improvements in national protection systems, including increased compliance of national legislation, policies and programmes with international human rights standards, and better access to justice and social services. They also pertain to improvements in international protection systems. To this end, they envisage the engagement of States, rights-holders, national institutions and civil society organizations with UN human rights mechanisms and bodies, as well as ways to enhance coherence among these mechanisms. The SMP for 2010-2011 presents two new expected accomplishments in addition to the nine contained in previous Plans. The first pertains to rights-holders' participation, especially discriminated groups, in the development and monitoring of public policies, as well as their use of national protection systems. The second concerns the progressive development and strengthening of international and regional human rights law and institutions. 
Human Rights Treaty Division

As you know, as of 1 January 2010, the Human Rights Treaties Branch has been transformed into a Division. Thanks to the full support of the High Commissioner, resources have been increased and the Division has already improved its structure to reflect the expansion of the treaty body system, the importance of enhanced visibility and accessibility of the treaty body system to all stakeholders, and the need for each treaty body to have its core staff.  The core staff providing technical and substantive assistance to your Committee is located in the Civil, Political, Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Section.

Reform of the treaty body system

The tenth Inter-Committee Meeting (ICM) met in Geneva at the end of November last year.  I am sure that Sir Nigel Rodley who represented your Committee at this Meeting will provide you with further information, and that you will be interested in discussing and considering the points of agreement decided upon at the Meeting (available in your basic reference file) and which will be transmitted to the twenty-second meeting of chairpersons to be held on 1 and 2 July this year. The eleventh Inter-Committee meeting will take place from 28 to 30 June 2010.   It will discuss lists of issues prior to reporting and focused reports. As suggested at the tenth ICM, the second annual ICM to take place in 2010 will take the form of a working group tasked to focus initially on strengthening follow-up and due to report to the Inter-Committee Meeting. The 10th ICM also recommended that the working group be divided into two sub-groups, one on follow-up to concluding observations and inquiries/visits and one on follow-up to individual communications, and that the sub-groups meet in parallel.  The sub-groups are due to commence their work by determining their modalities, terms of reference and working methods. The 10th ICM further recommended that other thematic working groups be established in the future on topics to be identified by the ICM and that the practice of establishing such thematic working groups be reviewed after two years, in view of its experimental nature. The meeting of chairpersons still has to endorse these suggestions.
Human Rights Council 

The 13th session of the Human Rights Council started on 1 March and will end on 26 March. The Human Rights Council held one special session since you last met in Geneva. This session, which was held on 27 January, was entitled “Support to recovery process in Haiti: A Human Rights approach.” In her opening statement, the High Commissioner stressed the importance of ensuring that the rule of law be quickly re-established in Haiti. OHCHR, jointly with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, has dispatched a mission to Haiti to support the MINUSTAH Human Rights Section in leading and coordinating the protection efforts by both international and national actors in partnership with the Government.  OHCHR is promoting the application of a human rights-based approach to all humanitarian and reconstruction activities. As the Secretary-General noted, we must help Haiti build back better. This entails re-constructing and strengthening the national human rights protection system through an effective and independent judiciary and a law enforcement apparatus respectful of human rights. 

Submission of new reports
Eight States parties have submitted their periodic reports since your last session: Turkmenistan, Maldives and Angola submitted their initial report, Guatemala and Iran their third periodic report, the Dominican Republic and Yemen their fifth periodic report, and Norway its sixth periodic report.

Turning now to your present session, you will once more have a heavy agenda. You will examine four country reports: the fifth periodic report of Mexico, the fourth periodic report of Argentina, the third periodic report of Uzbekistan and the fifth periodic report of New Zealand. In addition, your Country Task Forces will adopt lists of issues on the periodic reports of Belgium, Jordan, Hungary, Poland and Serbia, as well as a list of issues on Seychelles in the absence of a report. 
Furthermore, you will consider a large number of communications and continue your discussion on the working methods of the Committee, focusing in particular on your work on revised reporting guidelines. You will also discussed a paper submitted for discussion by Ms. Keller on the  modalities of implementation of the new procedure decided upon at your last October session whereby States will be sent lists of issues prior to reporting and  their replies  be considered as focused reports. 
You will also continue the first reading of your future comment 34 on article 19 of the Covenant. Lastly, you will consider the progress reports submitted by the Special Rapporteur for Follow-up on Concluding Observations and the Special Rapporteur for Follow-up on Views.

Allow me to conclude by wishing you a very successful and productive session.  Thank you.
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