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Mr. Chairperson,

Distinguished Members of the Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen,


In the name of the Syrian Arab Republic, the Syrian Commission of Family Affairs, and on behalf of my colleagues, allow me to express our thanks and appreciation of the noble mission of your work for better care and protection for the children of the world. 



We have come here with a high-level delegation. We are fully confident of the objectivity of your Commission, which joins the best reputable experts working in the field of child affairs, to evaluate our country's efforts to improve the status and welfare of our children. 


Please allow me to introduce to you the members of our delegation, consisting of six experts: headed by Professor Insaf Hamad, Chairperson of the Syrian Commission of Family Affairs. Professor Sam Dellah, legal expert, Member of the Board of the Syrian Commission of Family Affairs. Dr. Talal Bakfalouni, Director of Planning in the Ministry of Health, and editor of the National Report, Mrs Warif Al-Halabi, First Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in charge of the file of human rights, and Mr. Yasser Ali, Director of Strategy and Policy in the Syrian Commission of Family Affairs and reporter of the National Report. Professor Nejm Al-Ahmed, Deputy Minister of Justice, was supposed to be with us, but unfortunately he couldn't make it due to urgent personal circumstances.

The government of the Syrian Arab Republic avails itself of this opportunity to affirm its commitment to the international treaties, agreements and conventions it has joined and ratified. It affirms its belief in the importance of continuous dialogue with the Commission of the Rights of the Child. This dialogue will help us reach a common understanding compatible with our commitment to guarantee and respect all the rights of the Convention included in its text, provisions and purposes, in line with the principles and values of our society. In this context, we would like to draw your attention to the fact that the Syrian Arab Republic has withdrawn its reservations on Articles 20 and 21 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 


The best interest of the child is the foundation of the various policies and the measures carried out in Syria. The efforts of the state and various sectors of the society are synergized to offer health, education, protection and culture to all children, without discrimination, in the urban and rural areas, male and female, free of charge, with special focus on providing specialized protection and care in certain circumstances. There is no restriction on the child's exercise of the right to express her opinion or to obtain information and ideas. 


Mr. Chairperson,

Talking about childhood in Syria requires us to focus on the numerous achievements during the years that followed the submission of the Syria's periodic second national report to the CRC committee, and the challenges facing Syria's plans in the field of childhood and the rights of the child. It also requires us to touch upon the special circumstances and the difficult situation that Syria has faced during the last couple of months with its complexities impacting the situation and the rights of Syrian children. I start with the current circumstances.

Syria today is subjected to a two-faceted problem. On one side, the country needs political, social and economic reforms demanded by people. The Syrian political leadership has acknowledged, even before the current crisis, both the need for such reforms and the intention to achieve them. The long- lasting political pressures practiced on Syria, along with the attempts to besiege and isolate it, had prevented giving priority to these needed reforms. 

On the other side, the rightful popular needs and demands are exploited for sinister purposes totally different from the demands and interests of the Syrian people. Armed groups are using these demands to impose sedition, undermine security, terrorize citizens, and sabotage private and public property. All this would constitute pretexts for foreign interventions endangering Syria's national security and future. In order to clarify the picture, I must mention that the Syrian political leadership has taken many reform steps, including the enactment of several laws. These included, for example, the law of political parties, which ensures political multilateralism, the law of information, to establish independent and free media, the law of parliamentary elections and the law of local administration, in addition to the reviewing the Syrian Constitution, in order to formulate a modern constitution that guarantees peaceful democratic transition. A schedule has been set to implement the declared reforms, including the parliamentary and municipal elections within no more than six months. This certainly requires deep and serious national dialogue to set up the needed mechanisms and contents. This dialogue has already started at the level of governorates throughout the country. 


Unfortunately, in spite of the implementation of reforms, the acts of the armed groups that are serving foreign instigations have not stopped. More large-scale instigation and escalation are going on. In this troubled atmosphere of systematic violence plotted abroad, Syria is shouldering its responsibility in preserving the security of its citizens. We want to stop violence and plots against the essence of the Syrian people's interests, which are the target of a great threat. We also want support for our genuine move to achieve the needed political, economic and social reforms. 


Herein emerges the problem of involving children and politically exploiting them in the protests whose waves are ridden by these groups of armed conspirators. This mix-up of the two aspects of the current crisis I have mentioned above is causing a lot of human and material losses, including children whose parents should distance them from dangerous places. We are sad and sorry for every human loss in Syria, particularly among our dear children. We have called upon their parents, and continue to call upon them, to protect them from exposure to danger. 


Syria is fighting an unprecedented battle where the Syrians' right of change and reform is mixed up with conspiracy against this right, and against the state of Syria as a whole. The Syrian citizens including children thus pay the costly, painful price. This should stop. We are strongly endeavoring to put an end to, particularly to save our children from being where they should not be. 


It is necessary to add that the political media campaign against Syria resorts to many sinister schemes, including fabricating certain reports and events, and exaggerating others. Among this are the stories of children died in recent events. In this context, we refer to the fact that an independent  specialized judicial committee has been formed to investigate complaints, and to refer those responsible for wrong-doings to justice to receive the penalty they deserve. 

It is imperative to say that the economic sanctions recently imposed on Syria would have harmful effects on the resources of the country; and this would have a negative impact on its capacity to offer services to its citizens, particularly the children. 


Mr. Chairperson, 


Within the context of my country's implementation of its international Commitments, we have submitted to your honorable commission, at the time defined, a report of the public and special measures taken to carry out the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 


The report was updated after defining the appointment of discussing it, with the addition of nearly 30 pages. We translated and dispatched the additions and answered the questions we received from your esteemed Commission. 

The report before you, of nearly 90 pages, has been prepared through participatory mechanisms highlighting the efforts of all the national partners. It shows the legislative framework, the statutory laws, decrees and edicts issued, within the context of consolidating human rights and basic freedoms, and reflecting the soul of the Syrian Constitution and international laws and legislations, including the Convention on the Rights of the Child. I would like to mention some recent legislation in this field; Decree No.3 of 2010, about the prevention of human-trafficking. This decree pays special attention to the protection of women and children victims of this crime. It covers the provisions of the optional protocol concerning the sale of children and their exploitation in prostitution and pornography. 
Law No.17 of 2010 regulates work relations in the private sector. It contains a special chapter prohibiting the employment of minors before completing the stage of their basic education or reaching the age of 15 years. Decree No.1 of 2011, increases the penalty of "honor crimes" to no less than five to seven years. Decree No.9 of 2011, about the setting up of the National Fund of Social Assistance, aims at protecting and supporting the poor family (Twelve billion Syrian Pounds have been distributed among 415 thousand family this year.) Decree No. 49 of 2011 grants Syrian nationality to those registered as foreigners (Kurds) in Al-Hassaka Governorate, with full rights and with retroactive effect (Nearly 100 thousand people have applied for nationality so far. Around half of them have obtained it. Their children have become Syrians according to this law). Decree No.54 of 2011 regulates peaceful demonstration. Decree No.100 of 2011 includes the law of political parties. Decree No. 108 of 2011 is the law of information and the mass media. Decrees No.61 of 2011and No.72 of 2011 granted general amnesty. Other decrees issued in the past five years included wage and salary increases that have exceeded 100%). 


As for the Draft Law of the Rights of the Child, it has been recently adopted by the Committee of Judicial Reform. 


Mr. Chairperson,


The Report before you, with its additions and updating includes all the national measures taken to co-ordinate all the policies concerning the child, including the conferences, national plans and strategies prepared and under updating, especially those concerning child protection and all the steps taken to disseminate the principles and provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the arrangements to prevent discrimination. The school enrolment rates reflect almost equal rates between males and females and prove prevailing justice in this field. The Report also mentions the government's efforts to eliminate differences and disparities between the males and females sexes, and among various areas and social environments. 


The measures undertaken at all levels by all national partners, governmental and non-governmental alike, to ensure the rights of the child to live, survive and grow are shown in the Report, together with efforts exerted in the fields of health, education, protection and care in the stage of early childhood. Moreover, the Report allocates special space for the measures that ensure the participation of children, respect for their views, and availing channels and means to express those views. This guarantees the protection of civil rights and liberties, the preservation of identity and cultural peculiarity. It also maintains the children's right to seek and receive information and ideas and their contribution to the dissemination of such information and ideas. 
The Report also refers to the Syrian government's respect for religious multilateralism, guarantee of the freedom of religious rituals, and keenness not to restrict the freedom of parents to bring up their children according to their convictions. 


The Report refers to the adopted arrangements concerning the freedom of forming societies, peaceful assemblies, preservation of privacy, obtaining suitable data, protection from torture and other forms of harsh or humiliating treatment, particularly the implementation of the articles of the national plan to protect the child. Some of these articles are related to studies and the establishment of observing and monitoring family violence, and setting up academic curricula of child family protection, and setting up the unit of family protection, as well as the awareness campaigns to promote all these issues. 


The Report also deals with the measures adopted to protect the child's family environment, and to ensure alternative care for the children deprived of family care. Such measures are subject to recurrent revisions, as well as constant periodical monitoring, both institutional and judicial.


The Report highlights Syria' efforts to care for children with disability and their social integration within a legal and national environment, via the ratification of the Agreement on Persons with Disability (Decree No.12 of 2009) and the national plan to combat disability, which includes free preventive and medical care for persons with disability, especially the children. They are guaranteed to enjoy all health, educational and recreational services. In 2010, Syria witnessed the Regional Olympiad of persons with disability. 


The Report points out the improvements in the basic health indicators, particularly those great decline in the rates of infant and maternal mortality, and the increasing rates of vaccination against childhood diseases. It also documents the expansion of the network of health centers throughout the country. 


The Report records details of the ongoing health programs, including those of preventing accidents to children, the health of adolescents, health education, school health programs, the endeavors of psychological support and child protection, in addition to the healthy villages program that covers now more than 500 such villages. 


The Report show government efforts to improve the living standards of our citizens, such as increasing wages and salaries, the funds of social aid, agricultural assistance, and support for those harmed by the drought, as well as the development loans for rural women, especially in the less developed areas. 


The Report refers to the projects of providing safe water supplies. The rate of the areas supplied with constant potable water has amounted to 90% in the rural areas and 99% in the urban areas. The network of sanitary drainage has witnessed great expansion. 


The Report includes qualitative and quantitative indicators of education, vocational training and orientation whose allocations amounted to one fifth of the general state budget. The rate of school enrolment in basic education amounted to 93%. The students/teacher and the students/classroom ratios have been considerably reduced. The Report mentions the project of national criteria of curricula, the projects of consolidating teacher qualification, psychological and social guidance, community schools, child-friendly schools, the development of the examination system, the integration of technology into teaching and learning processes, and the creation of the General Establishment of Printing, which produces more than 50 million books each year, free of charge. The Report also refers to the total renewal of curricula by the year 2014. 


It also mentions the plans adopted to reduce school drop-outs such as the sliding year and the projects of teaching girls, integrated curriculum, the mobile and boarding schools for desert inhabitants, and school nutrition. The efforts to combat illiteracy reduced its rates from 19% in 2001 to 14.2% in 2008. At the end of 2010, 555 villages, six governorates and two regions were liberated of illiteracy. 


As for cultural and recreational activities, the report gives details of them, together with the sports activities and the network of private and public cultural centers which offer their services to children throughout the country. 


As for the arrangements of special protection, the Report gives a brief reference to Syria's humanitarian method of dealing with the refugees and the services offered to the Palestinian, Iraqi; and (before them) the Lebanese refugees. All those refugees shared with the Syrian children all the free services of health, education and care. 


In the field of protecting minors, reference is made to the increase of allocations to the institutes and centers of juvenile delinquents, the NGOs taking care of them, and the expansion of the network of the centers of minors, foundlings, homeless and street children, in addition to the rehabilitation measures for juvenile delinquents. 


The Report mentioned legislations that prohibit employment of minors before completing their stage of basic education or before they reach the age of 15 years. The regulations in this respect are in line with the international criteria. Syria has a descent job program as well as a national committee to combat child labor and to eliminate the worst forms of child exploitation. The children of the national, ethnic or religious and language minorities enjoy all the rights and benefits as Syrian children. 


Mr. Chairperson, 


In addition to the efforts explained throughout the Report, it stopped at the most important challenges which stand as obstacles hindering the sustainability and consolidation of the gains achieved. 


The continuing Israeli occupation of the Syrian Golan hinders Syria's implementation of its commitments to Syrian children in the Golan because of the Israeli violations of all the articles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and because of the state terrorism practiced by Israel, the occupying power. These violations and practices are embodied in depriving Syrian children of their right in national identity, language, culture, health-care, and education. These children are also subjected to economic exploitation, to detention, and to house arrests. Their lives are endangered by land mines and other flagrant violations of human rights. Add to this the fact that the Israeli occupation imposes additional burdens since the Syrian government is obliged to allocate significant budget for defense that could have been allocated for development efforts. 

Undoubtedly, the government efforts to improve the living standard of our citizen suffer from several difficulties, the most important of which is the high rate of demographic growth, one of the highest in the world. Add to this the wave of drought, which has beset the region for several years. In addition, it must be acknowledged that the policies of economic reform were not pro poor. This shortcoming is necessary to overcome, according to the assertion of the coming plan of the government, in order to achieve balance in regional development, social justice and poverty elimination. 

Undoubtedly, the government efforts to improve the quality of social, cultural, health and educational services suffer from several difficulties as mentioned in details in the report. The most important of these is finding the necessary resources (technical, financial and human).
We still have to mention the challenge concerning the large number of refuges. Syria is the only country in the world that has received the largest number of refugees (from Iraq, Lebanon and Palestine). These refugees, whose numbers are around 1.5 million people, are not living in isolated camps, but within Syria's social texture, benefiting from all the free services offered to the Syrians. This constitutes pressure on budget expenditure and natural resources. 


Although non-government organizations have increased their contribution to social development, most of them need to improve their administrative and technical capacities (governance). The amendment of the NGO's law currently underway can consolidate their role. 

We must also refer to the challenge embodied by the sanctions imposed against Syria, which will have a negative impact on offering services, in all their health, educational, protective and welfare forms and types, to the children in particular. 


Mr. Chairperson,

Distinguished members of the Committee, Ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you for listening, and look forward to your discussions and deliberations, hoping that they will contribute, with their objectivity and reasonable approach, to the consolidation of our joint efforts to improve the status of children in our country and to ensure them of a prosperous future.     
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