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Optional Protocol to the Convention of the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflicts
and

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography
Consideration of the initial reports to the
Introductory Statement by the Head of Delegation of Slovenia 

Anja Kopač Mrak, PhD., 
State Secretary of the Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Affairs
Madam Chair,

Distinguished Members of the Committee,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am pleased to have the honour to address you today on behalf of the Slovenian delegation and to discuss with you the initial reports on the measures Slovenia has taken to implement the provisions of both protocols as well us to reply to your questions.

Let me take this opportunity to firstly express Slovenia’s sincere appreciation for the work of this committee in promoting children’s rights and improving their implementation. 

As a member of the European Union and the Council of Europe, Slovenia is also bound by the relevant instruments of these organisations. Significant initiatives include the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child, the EU Daphne II programme, the Council of Europe programme ″Building a Europe for and with children″ and the Council of Europe platform on children's rights, which will endorse future guidelines on integrated national strategies for the protection of children against violence.  

Slovenia signed the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography on 8 September 2000 and ratified it without reservation on 23 September 2004 

I would like to highlight the efforts of Slovenia in addressing the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. We have strengthened the Criminal Code, which was amended twice ‒ in 2004 and 2008. Human trafficking was introduced as a new criminal offence in 2004. This notion includes the sale of children for the purpose of prostitution or other forms of sexual exploitation or enslavement, service or trafficking in human organs, tissue or blood; committing this offence against a minor is considered an aggravating circumstance. The 2004 amendments to the Criminal Code also added new paragraphs concerning presentation, manufacture, possession and distribution of pornographic materials, with special emphasis on the protection of children. 

According to Article 9 of the Protocol, prevention activities, including raising public awareness, should be strengthened. In Slovenia, we have taken actions in the field of education and training of experts dealing with children.  The Governmental Interdepartmental Working Group for the fight against trafficking in persons was established in 2003. This working group includes experts from relevant ministries and NGOs.
Prevention also encompasses research activities and other forms of monitoring of this phenomenon, including the surveillance mechanisms of the competent institutions. Aside from different forms of raising awareness and education, Slovenia has launched a project called ″VIOLET – How to Avoid the Traps of Human Trafficking″, which focuses on pupils in primary and secondary schools, their parents and school staff.  The aim of the project is to inform these groups about human trafficking. The lecture also includes a short documentary about the true story of a girl who became a victim of trafficking. The project is carried out by the Association Ključ and is co-financed by local authorities.
In recent years, many successful projects have taken place in Slovenia in the field of safe use of the Internet, including the SAFE-SI awareness node and the Slovenian website hotline Spletno oko for receiving anonymous reports on child pornography and hate speech on the Internet. The two projects operate within the EU Community Safer Internet plus programme. 
There are many activities on human and children’s rights education within the existing educational programmes. 
In line with standard practice, human trafficking in the Republic of Slovenia is monitored on the basis of measurable data from the reports of the Police and State Prosecutor's Office on criminal offences of human trafficking in accordance with Article 113 of the Criminal Code, placing in a position of slavery in accordance with Article 112 of the Criminal Code and abuse of prostitution in accordance with Article 175 of the Criminal Code.
Although the numbers on trafficking in children to Slovenia are low, this phenomenon has to be considered very seriously. However, according to reports from NGOs, such trafficking mostly includes potential victims. According to police records, the number of potential victims for 2008 was three.

Victims of child trafficking have been assisted by Slovenian NGOs on the basis of the ″Assistance of victims of trafficking in human beings″ project co-financed by the Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry for Labour, Family and Social Affairs. The projects are carried out by the Slovenian Caritas (crisis accommodation) and the Ključ society (accommodation in shelters). 
Finally, I would like to mention the PATS ″Project Against human Trafficking and Sex and gender-based violence″ project. The main funder is the Ministry for Foreign Affairs; its purpose is to inform potential victims of human trafficking, especially single women and unaccompanied children on human trafficking and the possibilities for seeking protection and assistance. The project was prepared jointly by the Ministry of the Interior, the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) and a number of NGOs: the Ključ Association and Slovene Philanthropy's Centre for Psychosocial Assistance for Refugees.
Madam Chair

On 15 July 2004, the National Assembly ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention of the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, which entered into force on 17 August 2004. The Act ratifying the Protocol was adopted unanimously, and the National Assembly expressed its belief that ratification presents a step forward in the level of protection of the rights of the child from the point of view of armed conflict. 

Upon depositing the documents on the ratification of the Optional Protocol, the Republic of Slovenia declared that the minimum age at which it will permit voluntary recruitment into its national armed forces is 18. This minimum age shall apply equally to men and women. By phasing out the recruitment system and introducing professional military service, service in the contractual reserve forces and the national armed forces shall be voluntary and regulated by a contract between the two parties.

This requirement is particularly significant because the Optional Protocol does not establish 18 as the minimum age for voluntary recruitment into the armed forces ‒ only for direct participation in armed conflict.

Since 2003, the Slovenian Armed Forces has been a voluntary military force with a minimum recruitment age of 18. 

The Service in the Slovene Army Act, which entered into force on 14 August 2007, provides that a person below the age of 18 may perform neither military service nor any other work in the Army. The provision, which is one of the basic principles of performing military service in peace or during a state of emergency or war, prevents any inclusion of citizens aged below 18 years in the national armed forces. 

Slovenia is committed to prosecuting and punishing the recruitment of child soldiers through the penal offences for recruiting children younger than 18 in the Criminal Code 

The Republic of Slovenia does not have special legal provisions and programmes in the case of a minor applying for international protection as a victim of recruitment or being used in hostilities. In these cases, a minor would be included in the programmes established by the inter-ministerial working group on carrying out standard operating procedures for preventing and taking measures in cases of gender-based and sexual violence. This working group is under the competency of the Ministry of the Interior.

Let me conclude with an overview of Slovenia’s main priorities during its three-year term in the UNICEF Executive Board (from January 2009 to December 2010). Our focus is on full implementation of the UN recommendations on violence against children and on the protection of children affected by armed conflicts. In this regard, Slovenia will advocate effective co-operation between UNICEF and the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, as well as between UNICEF and the newly appointed Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against Children. 
Children’s rights are also one of Slovenia’s priority topics during its Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, from May to November 2009.
I hope that this presentation of the activities Slovenia has taken to implement both protocols has proved informative and look forward to a fruitful discussion.

Thank you.
