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Mr. Chairperson, Excellencies, distinguished delegates, colleagues and friends from the United Nations system and non-governmental organizations,

I am very pleased to be here today to provide you with an update on the work the Committee on the Rights of the Child has undertaken since I met with you here a year ago. The Committee has been extremely dynamic over the past year and we have continued to seek modalities for improving our methods of work. I wish to take this opportunity to underline some of the achievements as well as some of the challenges the Committee is facing.



Mr. Chairperson, 
I wish to start by appreciating the approval of additional resources by the General Assembly last year. Importantly, these will allow the Committee to begin addressing the backlog of reports pending review by enabling the Committee to meet in parallel chambers during the three sessions which will take place in 2010. I mentioned when we met last here, the current backlog of reports pending review by the Committee is largely a transitory challenge which relates to the submission of reports under the two Optional Protocols. As of 15 September 2009, the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (OPSC) had 132 States parties and the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict (OPAC) had 130 States parties. On behalf of the Committee, we are pleased over the wide ratification of the Optional Protocols as this signifies an important commitment of States parties to combat the abhorrent crimes they cover. We are also pleased that a considerable number of States have submitted their reports for review under the Protocols; to date 68 reports have been received under the OPAC and 56 under the OPSC. In this context, I would like to note that the Optional Protocols only require reports to be submitted separately once; subsequent reporting obligations are included in periodic reports under the Convention. Once the Committee has considered all initial reports under the two Protocols, the overall number of reports to be considered by the Committee will be significantly reduced.
Against this background, the temporary measure of meeting in two chambers will allow the Committee to address the current backlog by effectively doubling its working capacity during one year. The Committee has already had a positive experience of working in two chambers during 2006 during which it managed to retain an equitable distribution of members taking into account factors such as geography and gender as well as professional background. All concluding observations were adopted in plenary session. The Committee hopes to repeat this experience in 2010 and significantly reduce the backlog of reports pending consideration and the time between the submission of a report and its review by the Committee. While the particular challenge related to the reporting obligations of the Optional Protocols is transitional, it is nevertheless true that the Committee will continue to face a high number of reports for review over the longer term as well. The Committee is reflecting on modalities how to manage the review of State party reports and invites suggestions in this regard.
Mr. Chairperson,

While still on the issue on ratifications and reporting, I would like to draw to your attention that the number of States whose initial reports are long overdue under the Convention has been reduced and that now only 5 such reports from States parties remain outstanding. I would also like to take this opportunity to express the hope of the Committee that the Convention on the Rights of the Child will soon achieve universal adherence. As is known, only two States remain outstanding; Somalia and the United States of America. With the best interests of all children at heart, on behalf of the Committee I would respectfully like to encourage these States to ratify the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Mr. Chairperson,
On 20 November 2009, the international community will celebrate the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the Convention by the United Nations General Assembly. The Committee has just celebrated this important event together with States parties during a two day event in Geneva 8 to 9 October 2009, co-organised with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and other UN and NGO partners. The celebration brought together some 400 participants. The Committee chose Dignity, Development and Dialogue as the core themes for the event as they highlight three main challenges to implementation of the Convention. The event provided a valuable opportunity to evaluate the status and progress achieved towards the realization of the rights in the Convention and assisted in identifying priorities for the future, taking into consideration the two Optional Protocols to the Convention. With yet another month before the official date of the anniversary in November 2009, the Committee would like to underline that universal adherence to the Convention would be the ideal commitment of all States parties to the protection of children’s rights worldwide.
Mr. Chairperson,

Another exciting and positive development I wish to note is the adoption of resolution 11/1 during the 11th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2009. The resolution provides for the establishment of an Open-ended Working Group on an optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child to provide a communications procedure. The resolution notes that procedures allowing for individual communications have been established for other core international human rights treaties and recalls the view of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, as expressed here in the General Assembly last year, that the development of a communications procedure for the Convention would significantly contribute to the overall protection of children’s rights. 

The Working Group of States parties will explore the possibility of elaborating an optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child to provide a communications procedure complementary to the reporting procedure under the Convention. Preliminary meetings of States parties supportive of this initiative have already taken place. I would like to bring to your attention that the Working Group will convene between 14 and 18 December 2009 in Geneva and that the resolution invites a representative of the Committee to attend the session as a resource person. The Committee is looking forward to the development of this initiative with great interest and has already actively participated in a number of related events, during and outside Human Rights Council sessions, to discuss advantages and practical implications of a communications procedure. 
At the same June session, the Human Rights Council also adopted resolution 11/7 on the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children, welcoming the accomplishment of the Guidelines and their intention to enhance the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The resolution decided to submit the Guidelines to the General Assembly for consideration, with a view to their adoption on the twentieth anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Committee is very pleased that these Guidelines are reaching the final stage of their elaboration. Allow me to recall that the Guidelines stem from the Committee’s Day of General Discussion held in 2005 on the topic “Children without Parental Care” and I am confident that the Guidelines, once adopted, will provide a valuable tool for States parties and all stakeholders involved in the development of policies and practices for alternative care of children. 
I would also like to take this opportunity to bring to your attention the adoption of two new general comments by the Committee during the past year. One of these explores the rights of indigenous children, with particular reference to non-discrimination and article 30 of the Convention, and the other general comment focuses on the right of the child to be heard, as set out in article 12 of the Convention. The Committee would like to thank its partners for support during the elaboration period and make a call for their wide dissemination.
Mr. Chairperson,

On the issue of treaty body harmonisation, the Committee remains committed to support the efforts of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to improve the current practices with a view to achieving more overall harmonised working methods among treaty bodies and more effectiveness. 

I would briefly like to touch on the importance of a number of valuable collaborations that the Committee has strengthened with partners over the past year. An inter-committee working group has been established with the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and we hope that it will provide an opportunity for further cooperation in a number of areas of common interest. Furthermore, the Committee has continued to meet with regional and deputy regional directors of UNICEF in order to enhance cooperation and implementation of the Convention and its Protocols.  

Among other partners of great importance to the Committee, I would also like to mention the Special Representative of the Secretary General on Children and Armed Conflict, with whom we have regular contact and met with personally last month. We believe this partnership to be of particular importance when the Committee is reviewing reports of State parties where the Secretary General, through his Special Representative, has expressed concerns over children being victims of armed conflict, notably in reports submitted to the General Assembly, the Security Council and the Human Rights Council.
The Committee is also looking forward to collaborating closely with the newly appointed Special Representative of the Secretary General on Violence against Children. We encourages States to support the establishment of her office as we are certain that her mandate will provide an invaluable contribution to setting focus on this difficult, and often invisible, but pervasive violation of children’s rights. 
Furthermore, I would like to note the increased involvement of independent national human rights institutions in the reporting process and the important role they play in this regard and in particular in the follow-up process of implementation of the Convention and the Committee’s recommendations at the national level. Last but not least, I would like to stress the indispensible value of the NGO Group for the Convention in Geneva, which ensures that the Committee maintains a close link with national civil society actors.


Mr. Chairperson, 

Finally, I would like to conclude by reiterating the principle of “First Call for Children”, adopted at the World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna in 1993, and remind States parties of the importance that resource allocations for children not be compromised as a result of the economic downturn and expenditure related to the influenza pandemic. The Committee is concerned that children may be the first affected and will continue to give due attention to resource allocations for children in its dialogues with States parties.  


On behalf of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, 
I thank you for your attention. 
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