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Mr. Chairperson, Excellencies, distinguished delegates, colleagues and friends from the United Nations system and non-governmental organizations,


As this is my first statement before the General Assembly as Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, allow me to begin by stating what a great honour it is for me to be here today. I would like to take advantage of this occasion to warmly thank the outgoing Chairperson, my dear colleague Yanghee Lee, for her wise guidance and leadership over the last four years, a period when the Committee has had to face great challenges, including sessions in double chambers, the entry into force of the two Optional Protocols and the elaboration of a third, as well as the tireless efforts of the Committee and its partners to promote national implementation of the rights of the child.
Mr. Chairperson, 

Following the unprecedented ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child – the closest to universal ratification of all the human rights treaties – we have witnessed immense improvements worldwide, including those related to child rights legislation; the establishment of protection mechanisms; better access to health and education; and visibility of until then hidden issues, such as violence against children, children and armed conflict, sexual exploitation, among others. 

However, the Committee is concerned by a number of regressive measures which have are having an impact on children as rights-holders. Notably, the spread of public insecurity has led in a rising number of countries the lowering of the age of criminal responsibility and increasing deprivation of liberty, not as a last resort but as the first. Numerous difficulties are affecting migrant children, both unaccompanied or travelling with their families. The debt crisis in a number of developed countries is causing a wave of drastic social cuts, and the retrogression in economic, social and cultural rights is being already acutely felt. 


In the Horn of Africa, millions of children are threatened by death or the consequences of severe malnutrition. The political instability in parts of Northern Africa and Middle East had a huge impact on hundreds of thousands of children who are either under direct threat, with implications to their rights to life and health, or indirectly because of threats affecting their families or communities. Once again, these children are the victims of adult conflicts.   

Let us all reflect on this and show the necessary support to all children, not only because they are vulnerable and are dependent on decisions taken on their behalf, but because they are full rights-holders in every sense of the word. 
Mr. Chairperson, 


On the work of the Committee, I wish to start by updating you on the situation of the considerable backlog of reports pending review by the Committee. Part of this is attributable to the two Optional Protocols, which as you know, require States parties to submit separate initial reports and subsequently integrate future reports in their regular reports due under the Convention. Thanks to the ratification campaign that was launched on the 10th anniversary of the adoption of the Optional Protocols on 25 May 2010, the ratification of the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (OPSC) increased to 150 States parties, 9 more than a year ago, and the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict (OPAC) increased to 142 States parties, 3 more than last year. I am glad to note that a considerable number of States have already submitted their initial reports for review under the Protocols: to date 89 reports have been received under the OPAC and 74 under the OPSC. Of these, the Committee has managed to consider 68 State party reports under OPAC and 52 reports under OPSC.   

However, the phrase that has by now become cliché - that the treaty bodies are victims of their own success – originated in the tremendous workload facing our Committee. Last year, with the additional resources approved in 2008 by the General Assembly in resolution 63/244, the Committee met in double chambers during three sessions. During that time, it was able to cap the backlog at approximately 80 reports. Now that the double chambers have ended, the backlog of reports has resumed its upward trend and today stands at 103 reports, including 43 initial reports under the two Optional Protocols. 


We note that once the Committee has considered all initial reports under the two Protocols, the overall number of reports to be considered by the Committee will be reduced. However, we remain hopeful that they will achieve the same level of success as the main Convention, which would mean that the Committee will continue to face a serious backlog of reports in the foreseeable future.

In order to address the backlog and to encourage timely reporting so as to ensure appropriate monitoring of the Convention and its Optional Protocols, the Committee at its fifty-sixth session in January of this year decided to request the General Assembly to approve the organization of one of its three annual sessions in two parallel chambers on a permanent basis. 


The Committee has thus entrusted me to convey to you today its decision. We therefore ask the General Assembly, at its sixty-sixth session, to approve the present request and to provide appropriate financial support to enable the Committee to work in two chambers, beginning with its pre-sessional working group meetings due to take place in 2012 and at one session to be held in 2013. 

This would amount to 13 additional working days of sessional meetings and five additional days of pre-sessional meetings per year in two parallel chambers. By increasing the number of reports of States parties to be examined from 10 to 18 during one annual session, would result in an increase in the number of reports considered from 30 to 38 reports per year. In transmitting this request, let me not unduly raise expectations: this is not the final, sustainable solution we all seek but an interim measure based on current reporting levels. The day we achieve not only universal ratification of the Convention and Optional Protocols, but also universal compliance with the reporting obligations, which we urge States to pursue vigorously, we will need to revisit the workload of the Committee and its consequent requirements for meeting time. 
Mr. Chairperson,

While on the issue of ratification and reporting, I mentioned earlier that there has been considerable progress in the ratification process but there is still more to be done. To the now three States that are keeping the Convention from achieving universal acceptance of the Convention on the Rights of the Child – Somalia, the United States of America, and South Sudan – the Committee would like to call upon you to move to ratify as soon as possible. There is much more to do to achieve universal acceptance of the Optional Protocols. I call upon those States that have not yet done so to ratify the Protocols and thereby help to build a world where children cannot be subjected to armed conflict, sale, prostitution and pornography. Is this not the minimum we can do for our children?
Mr. Chairperson,


The Committee warmly welcomes the adoption by the Human Rights Council of resolution   17/18 of 17 June 2011 on a third Optional Protocol to the Convention, this one on a complaints procedure.  This Protocol will give our Committee the competence to receive and examine individual complaints from children, as well as having the possibility to organize country visits in case of systematic and recurrent violations of children’s rights. I hope that, after being adopted by the General Assembly, this Protocol will rapidly receive the 20 ratifications needed to enter into force so children can finally have their rights monitored more extensively. At present, the Committee on the Rights of the Child stands as the only human rights treaty body without such a procedure. Our children place their confidence in the General Assembly to fill this serious lacuna!
Mr. Chairperson,


Allow me to update you on some of the work done by the Committee over the past year. At its fifty-sixth session, the Committee adopted its General Comment number 13 on the right of the child to freedom from all forms of violence. Its aim is to guide States parties in understanding their obligations under article 19 of the Convention to prohibit, prevent and respond to all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation of children, including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any other person who has the responsibility to care for a child, including State actors. It provides guidance on  how  to develop a coordinating framework for eliminating violence through comprehensive child rights-based caregiving and protection measures. 

On 30 September, the Committee held a Day of General Discussion on the rights of children of incarcerated parents. This event marked the first time that this multifaceted issue was debated in an international forum, attended by over 250 representatives from States, civil society, other United Nations agencies, programmes and funds, prison services and law enforcement agencies. The ultimate objective is to provide States and other actors with guidance on their obligations to promote and protect the rights of these children. 

Mr. Chairperson,

In relation to the harmonization of working methods among treaty bodies, I would like to assure you that the Committee continues to participate actively in this ongoing process. On behalf of my Committee, I welcome and support the consultation process launched two years ago by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ms. Navi Pillay, to strengthen the treaty body system.

The Committee on the Rights of the Child has had several opportunities to participate in consultations and make proposals. With the International Institute for the Rights of the Child, I had the honour to host one of these consultations, the one with Member States, in Sion, Switzerland. The initiative of the High Commissioner has given great visibility to the importance of the role of treaty bodies for the protection of human rights worldwide. It also made clear that the recent growth of the system which has doubled in size since 2006 has not been matched with equivalent financial resources.  

The Committee is continuously working to ensure that its working methods are efficient and effective, as demonstrated by the adoption, at its fifty-fifth session, of a new revised version of Treaty-specific guidelines regarding the form and content of periodic reports to be submitted by States parties (CRC/C/58/Rev.2), which was developed in complementarity with the harmonized guidelines on reporting to the international human rights treaty bodies. But it is also clear that not all measures that are leading to increased efficiency will necessarily reduce costs. On the contrary, to make our work most usable and visible at the national level where implementation by State parties is to take place, we may have to invest more: more analysis, research, time, as well as possibly the use of new technologies.

We very much look forward to continuing our interaction with the High Commissioner and all stakeholders in this process, including Member States. We also look forward to the report that the High Commissioner will release in the first part of 2012.

Finally, I would like to conclude by noting that my statement, in accordance with the terms of General Assembly resolution A/RES/65/197 of 21 December 2010, will regrettably not be followed by an interactive dialogue. I hope that this can be addressed by all of you in future years to allow for a constructive exchange of views between the Committee and States. 

On behalf of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, I thank you for your attention. 
*******
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