IDA suggested questions on Lithuania

International Disability Alliance (IDA)

Member Organizations:

Disabled Peoples' International, Down Syndrome International, Inclusion International, International Federation of Hard of Hearing People,

World Blind Union, World Federation of the Deaf,

World Federation of the DeafBlind,

World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry,

Arab Organization of Disabled People, European Disability Forum,

Red Latinoamericana de Organizaciones no Gubernamentales de Personas con Discapacidad y sus familias (RIADIS), Pacific Disability Forum

Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the list of issues for 62nd-63rd pre-sessional working group of the CRC Committee (8-12 October 2012)
The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State reports submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child and on concluding observations by other treaty bodies (see Annex). 

LITHUANIA
Lithuania ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol on 18 August 2010.
Suggestions for list of issues

· What measures are in place to engage in regular consultation with children and adults with disabilities, and their representative organisations, to ensure that the development and implementation of legislation and policies and other decision-making processes concerning issues relating to persons with disabilities, are fully inclusive and accessible in accordance with Articles 4(3) of the CRPD?
· What steps are being taken to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities amongst government personnel, the public and families?  What campaigns are being designed and led together with organizations of persons with disabilities to raise awareness and combat stigma associated with children with disabilities to encourage families to care for them in the home?
· Please provide more information on your deinstitutionalisation process (In State report para 171). What steps have been taken to provide all children, including children with disabilities, with support to live in the community, especially the ones living in the rural areas? (see Concluding Observations of the CESCR Committee, E/C.12/1/ADD.96, 2004, para 22, also see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/LTU/CO/2, 2006, paras 41, 42, 46, 47, and CRC/C/15/ADD.146, 2001, paras 29, 30, 37, 38, in Annex below)

· Please provide more information on the National Program of Social Integration of the Disabled for 2003-2012 (in State report para 219, 220). What have been its outcomes? How has this programme promoted equal opportunities for children with disabilities? What kind of support has it provided families of children with disabilities? Why has the number of children in care homes not decreased? (according to statistics in State report page 38 table “Number of children placed under institutional guardianship (care) in 2005-2007”)

· With respect to decisions concerning the child him/herself, how does the Government ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to express their views and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights? What steps have been taken to ensure effective implementation of article 12 of the Convention, in various administrative decisions, including with respect to children in institutions (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, , CRC/C/LTU/CO/2, 2006, para 32(b), in Annex below) 
· What steps are being taken to ensure that children with disabilities, including those who are living in institutions, receive an inclusive and quality education? Please provide more information on implementation of the State Educational Strategy for the years 2003-2012.

How has this Strategy promoted the full implementation of articles 28 and 29 of the Convention, in particular with regard to children with disabilities? How many children are taught in inclusive classrooms, how many in segregated settings?

· What measures have been adopted to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to children and adolescents with disabilities in age-appropriate formats?
State report 
Select references to children with disabilities:

26. In the area of education, the objective of ensuring effective education for children with diverse educational needs was pursued by establishing job positions for education assistance specialists at pedagogical-psychological services and at pre-school education establishments in line with the Programme for Pre-school and Pre-primary Education Development for 2007-2012, approved by Resolution No. 1057 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 19 September 2007. Almost 60 job positions for educational assistance specialists for a total of over LTL 600,000 were established in 2008. Fourteen (14) publications and 10 leaflets dealing with various aspects of the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child were prepared.
40. Article 34 of the Law on Education stipulates that children with special needs are entitled to education in fully or partially integrated form at a pre-school and general education school located as close as possible to their homes or at a school implementing a special education programme. Children are educated and taught taking into consideration their abilities, inclinations and the physical and mental condition at schools of general education, at home or at special establishments. In 2005, the pupil’s “basket” was increased 10 to 35 per cent in respect of pupils with special needs attending general education schools in order to ensure education of pupils with special needs at general education schools. 

Order No. ISAK-122 of the Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania of 30 January 2007 approved Methodological guidelines for the calculation of the pupil’s basket for pupils with special needs attending general school within the ordinary groups of pupils. Order No. ISAK-1780 of the Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania of 30 August 2005 amended the Procedure of Providing Special Pedagogical Assistance, while Order No. ISAK-1680 of the Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania of 22 August 2007 modified the Model of Providing Pedagogical and Psychological Assistance. Each year a tendering procedure is published inviting municipal pre-school and general education schools to compete for financial support to the establishment of the positions of teacher assistant, psychologist and/or special pedagogue. 

Four hundred and fifty (450) newly established positions of pupil assistance specialists received funding in 2006-2007. Order No. ISAK-1953 of the Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania of 7 December 2004 approved the programme “Geltonasis autobusas” (Yellow Bus), which addresses transportation of pupils with special needs in 2005-2008. Resolution No. 896 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 17 August 2005 approved the Programme for the Use of the Lithuanian Sign Language and the Provision of Interpretation Services for 2005-2008. In preparation for the publishing of a Lithuanian sign language dictionary, a database containing 7,000 Lithuanian sign language samples was built. Two (2) explanatory dictionaries for geography and chemistry in the Lithuanian sign language as well as a grammar textbook are being developed (in computer media). The methodological facilities of schools for the deaf have been improved: three special teaching aids were prepared and published, another two have been prepared for press. Sign language rooms have been established at 10 schools. A visual training programme in the basics of the Lithuanian sign language has been developed for users without hearing impairments, and the programme will be distributed in computer media to 60 municipalities, 10 counties, social services and other institutions.

42. Implementation of the Special Education Service Provision Programme, approved by Resolution No. 1475 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 22 November 2004, which aims to improve the education and learning conditions for persons with special needs and guarantee them equal rights and opportunities in the education system, continues. Each year, the amount of LTL 3.3-3.8 million is allocated for the implementation of the programme. Four hundred and fifty (450) positions for teacher assistants, special pedagogues, speech therapists and psychologists have been funded. Thirty (30) minibuses adapted for the transportation of the disabled were purchased. Major attention was devoted to the development of the competence of pedagogues teaching children with special needs. Support was provided for the programmes of education centres.
43. In 2003-2005, disabled access ramps were installed and restrooms adapted for the disabled at 62 educational institutions. Elevators or lifts were installed at six educational institutions. All newly built schools have lifts, wheelchair access and restrooms adapted for the needs of people with disabilities. Special education methodological centres will be established within 10 special schools, the premises of 46 pedagogical-psychological services will be renovated, and 46 services will be provided with assessment methodology materials and computer equipment. LTL 160,000 in 2007 and LTL 280,000 in 2008 were allocated for teacher and school principal qualification advancement programmes developed by education centres to address the issues of organization of education for persons with special needs and the use of special equipment and teaching aids. Research into organisation of education for persons with special needs and into the use of special equipment and teaching aids was conducted.
79. Pursuant to the Law on Minimum and Medium Care for the Child, the minimum and medium care for the child shall be based on the following principles:

(a) The priority of child interests and welfare. When any actions are taken in respect of a child, his interests shall be the primary concern. A child must be provided with protection to the extent that is necessary to ensure his welfare. Adequate legal and administrative measures shall be employed to secure this objective;

(b) Child participation in making decisions that concern him. A child must be offered an opportunity to be heard during any related judicial or administrative proceeding directly or via a representative in accordance with the procedure established by the laws. A child’s opinion, unless it contradicts his interests, must be taken into account;

(c) Individualization. When decisions concerning a child are adopted, the child’s age and maturity as well as physical and mental characteristics, needs, social environment and other important circumstances must be taken into consideration.
116. Parents are legal representatives of their legally capable minors, except for parents who by court judgment are recognised as legally incapable. Legally capable under-age parents also enjoy all individual rights and obligations with regard to their children. Underage parents who are legally incapable or of limited legal capacity are allowed to live with their child and take part in his education and in such cases a guardian (caretaker) is assigned to the child. By virtue of Article 3.155 of the Civil Code the contents of parental authority means that children until they reach adult age or emancipation should be cared for by their parents and the parents have the right and obligation to afford adequate education and care for their children, take care of their health and maintenance, creating favourable conditions for their full-fledged and harmonious development in a manner consistent with the child’s physical and mental condition so that the child gets ready to live a responsible life in the society. Lithuanian laws also establish the principle of parental equality, i.e. a father and a mother enjoy equal rights and duties with regard to their children irrespective of whether the child was born in wedlock or is an extra-marital child, or was born after divorce, after marriage dissolution or to parents who live separately.
Article 5

Parental guidance

169. In 2005, 5,819 out of 13,313 children deprived of parental care were placed under institutional guardianship, compared to 5,994 out of 13,337 in 2006, 5,088 out of 12,910 in 2007, and 4,802 out of 12,306 in 2008.
170. The aim is that the placement of children into care institutions should be applied only as a measure of last resort, i.e. when recommended by specialists and this is not contrary to the best interests of the child. The aim is to ensure that children growing up in care institutions enjoy conditions of living in small groups and a family-friendly environment, that placement in care institutions does not negatively affect relations between parents and children and that priority is given to family unification or creation of a family environment. Comparison of 2005 and 2008 data shows that the number of institutions was similar. In 2008, there were 105 institutions for the care of children in Lithuania. They included 5 infant homes, 33 county child care homes, 3 county child care homes for children with disability, 1 municipal child care home for children with disability, 30 municipal child care homes, 11 municipal child care groups and 22 non-governmental child care homes.

171. At the end of 2007, pursuant to the Plan of Optimisation of the Network of Child Care Institutions, approved by Order No. A1-282 of the Republic of Lithuania Minister of Social Security and Labour of 11 October 2007, the optimisation of the network of child care institutions was launched. According to this legal act, State child care institutions will be transferred to municipalities by 2010. In the period from 2011 to 2015, the number of places in child care institutions will be reduced and work with the child at child care institutions will be organised solely on the family principle.
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LTHUANIA

19. Ratification ofthe Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabiliies andits
Optional Protacol is plannedin 2009.

21.Inthe area ofhealth care, a new version of the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on
the Social Integration of the Disabled (Law IX-2228 of 11 May 2004)cameinto effect on 1
July 2005). The level of disability of children is determinedby the Disability and Working
Capacity Determination Service under the Ministry of Social Security and Labourofthe
‘Republic of Lithuania instead of the medical constlting commission ofa health care
institution. which performedthis function previously.

2.General principles
Article2
‘The principle of non-discrimination

30. Adoptedon 17 June 2008, thenew version of Law No. X-1602 of the Republic of
Lithuania on Equal Opportunities prokibits all types of direct andindirect discrimination on
‘ounds of age, sexual orientation, disability, race, ethnicity, religion or beliefs, and
‘pravides for the methods of enforcement of equalrights. The Law on Equal Opportunities
S¢t out the main definitions provided by European Union directives, obliges public and
Incal authorities andbodies, nstitutions of education, research and studies as well as
‘smployersto enforce equalrights, and demands enforcement of theserights in the area of
Consumerprotection. The law clearly identifies the acts of govemment, administrative,
‘ducationsl andresearch nstitutions, employers, salespeople, producers and service
‘providers that violate the principle of equal opportunities

31.Inorder to inform the public about the phenomenon of discriminationin Lithuania
‘andits negative impact on the opportunities of different groups of society to enjoy equal
‘onditions of participationin public activities aswell as about the remedies enforcing equal
sights, also to promote public tolerance, the National Anti-Discrimination Programme for
2006-2008, approvedby Order No. 907 ofthe Govemment of the Republic of Lithuania of
19 September 2006, was implemented. Its goal was to reduce discrimination on grounds of
ags,sexual orientation, disability, race, ethnicity, religion or beliefs in all areas of public
life andto promote public tolerance. The objectiveis pursued throughthe development of
thelegal framework, intiation ofresearch, reviews and studies and organization of public
‘nfanmation campaigns, seminars, training and other educative instruments. In
implementing the National Anti-Discrimination Programme for 2006-2008, the Ministry of
Social Security and Labour caried out the following measuresin 2008

42. Implementation ofthe Special Education Service Provision Programme, approved
By Resolution No. 1475 ofthe Govemment of the Republic of Lithuania of 22 November
2004, which aims to improve the education andleaming conditions for persons with special
‘eeds and guarantee them equalrights and opportunities in the education system, continues.
‘Eachyear,the amount of LTL 3.3-3.8 million is allocated forthe implementation ofthe
‘pregamims, Four hundred and fifty (450) positions for teacher assistants,special
‘pedageguss. speech therapists and psychologists have been funded. Thirty (30) minibuses
‘3dapied forthe transportation of the disabled were purchased Majorattention was devoted
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Municipal child care groups 202 235 215 232
Child care homes of public organisations and
parishes 160 161 166 136

Data provided by municipal child rights protection agencies (departments).
* Schools and centres that cared for the child and provided social services with accommodation

169. In 2005, 5,819 out of 13,313 children deprived of parental care were placed under
institutional guardianship, compared to 5.994 out of 13.337 in 2006, 5.088 out of 12.910 in
2007, and 4.802 out of 12,306 in 2008,

170, The aim is that the placement of children info care institutions should be applied
only as a measure of last resort, i.c. when recommended by specialists and this is not
contrary to the best interests of the child. The aim is to ensure that children growing up in
care instifutions enjoy conditions of living in small groups and a family-friendly
environment, that placement in care insfifutions does not negatively affect relations
between parents and children and that priority is given to family unification or creation of a
family environment. Comparison of 2005 and 2008 data shows that the number of
institutions was similar. In 2008, there were 105 institutions for the care of children in
Lithuania. They included 5 infant homes, 33 county child care homes, 3 county child care
homes for children with disability, 1 municipal child care home for children with disability.
30 municipal child care homes, 11 umicipal child care groups and 22 non-governmental
child care homes,

171, At the end of 2007 pursuant to the Plan of Optimisation of the Network of Child
Care Institutions, approved by Order No. A1-282 of the Republic of Lithuania Minister of
Social Security and Labour of 11 October 2007. the optimisation of the network of child
care institutions was launched. According to this legal act, State child care institutions will
e transferred to municipalities by 2010. In the period from 2011 to 2015, the number of
places in child care institutfons will be reduced and work with the child at child care
institutions will be organised solely on the family principle.

Number of children placed under institutional guardianship (care) in 2005-2007

8261169 in

Children placed under guardianship (care)

Child care homes Municipal Temporary

Infant  Special

Data provided by the Department of Statistics.

Children placed under guardianship (care) in the family
2005-2008 (per year)

dian (caretaker),

Foster families
Jfor disabled County child child care Non-governmental child care (family-ype child correction and

Special

Year  Total  homes schools children carchomes  homes  child carehomes  homes  care homes)  care homes
2005 a2 7 108 2674 878 390 269 276 41
2006 a5 75 48 2754 899 400 265 270 68
2007 5692 390 44 161 2609 1013 430 308 257 73





Article 23 Disabled children

216. Article 28 of the Law on Fundamentals of Protection of the Rights of the Child establishes that a disabled child shall have equal rights with normal children to lead an active life, develop and acquire education suiting his/her physical and mental potentials and desires, to be engaged in work according to his/her abilities and to participate in creative and social activity. Article 30 of the above-mentioned Law lay down legal norms governing the adaptation of the environment to the needs of a disabled child. 

217. The principle of equal opportunities of learners with special educational needs is enforced in the Law on Education. Article 15 of this Law provides for the opportunity for a person with special needs to develop, to learn according to his abilities, to acquire education and a profession, and to overcome social exclusion; Articles 19, 20, 21, 22 and 23 of the Law establish the possibility of providing informational, psychological, socialpedagogical, special pedagogical and special assistance and medical aid to every child (learner) who needs it; and Articles 33, 34 and 35 of the Law guarantee accessible education to socially excluded persons and to children (learners) with special needs and with limited mobility.

218. The basic goal of the Law on the Social Integration of the Disabled is to guarantee equal rights and opportunities for disabled persons within society, to establish the principles of social integration of the disabled, to define the system of social integration as well as its prerequisites and conditions. By implementing this Law, a new legal base was established to regulate the determination of the level of working capacity, the level of disability, and special needs. The organisation of the social integration of the disabled is based on the principles of equal rights and opportunities and the prevention of discrimination.

219. The National Program of Social Integration of the Disabled for 2003-2012 approved by Resolution No. 850 of 7 June 2002 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania envisages a set of measures aimed at ensuring equal opportunities and assistance to families and persons with disabilities (including children); these measures are expected to ensure that disabled children and their parents receive the necessary social, medical and other services as close to their place of residence as possible, thus creating the conditions for disabled children to grow in their families and doing away with the need to place them under social care.

220. In 2006, social integration programs for the disabled were implemented under seven priorities of the National Program of Social Integration of the Disabled for 2003-2012: rehabilitation (psycho-social, vocational, development of independent living skills), social services, accessible environment (adaptation of public physical environment, housing and living environment, also informational environment), education, occupation (employment and other forms of occupation), public awareness-raising, culture, sports, recreation. The programs were implemented by 34 associations for the disabled, nine health-care institutions, vocational training, education and science, also by the Lithuanian Choir of the Blind “Vilnius” and the Department for the Affairs of the Disabled under the Ministry of Social Security and Labour.

221. As part of social integration programs for the disabled, associations for the disabled provide the following support to disabled children and their family members: provide social services to disabled children and their families within the community, or help, as partners, municipalities to organize such services; initiate the establishment and the development of a network of social servicing and activity day centres, educational establishments, groups and/or mainstream classes in municipalities; organize non-formal education for the disabled; implement other educational programs for the disabled; provide psychological assistance to families; organize active leisure for disabled children and their families; act on behalf of the disabled and protect their rights; promote, in various forms, civil initiatives at community level, i.e. protect the interests of the disabled and collect data on the disabled and their special needs, on the services needed by them, on employment and education, and represent the rights of the disabled with a view to ensuring that their special needs are satisfied and the required services are provided, also that the conditions are created for proper implementation of educational and employment measures at community level.

222. In 2006, 16 associations for the disabled and the Lithuanian Educational Centre for Deaf and Hard of Hearing provided services to disabled children and implemented measures aimed at their social integration. These projects and measures benefited over 7,000 disabled children who received a wide range of services and participated in social integration measures. It is almost impossible to calculate the exact amount of funds used for social integration of disabled children because many operations and measures involved not only disabled children but also disabled adults. However, by preliminary estimations, over LTL 6,500 thousand were spent on the social integration of disabled children. 

223. Programs and measures targeted at disabled children and young persons were financed through programs of social integration of people with disabilities in the field of education, which were aimed at developing the education of children, young persons and adults with disabilities (with special needs), adapting teaching programs and providing the social services necessary for the educational process. Financing was focused on the following two main measures: education of children, young persons and adults with disabilities (with special needs), and non-formal education of the disabled.
255. Pursuant to the new version of the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on State Social Assistance Benefits No. X-210 of 19 May 2005, families with disabled children are eligible to support from the State budget in the form of social assistance benefits. Before 1 April 2004, all disabled children irrespective of the severity of disability were eligible to a flatrate equal social assistance benefit in the amount of one basic State social insurance pension (hereinafter referred to as “the basic pension”). Upon numerous requests by parents of disabled children to differentiate social assistance benefits according to the severity of disability, the following assistance benefits for disabled children were set, with effect from 1 April 2004:

(a) Children with severe disability: 2 basic pensions (LTL 720, from 1 August 2008);

(b) Children with moderate disability: 1.5 basic pensions (LTL 540, from 1 August 2008);

(c) Children with mild disability: 1 basic pension (LTL 360, from 1 August 2008).
343. In 2005-2006, special attention was paid to the improvement of the institutional child care system. The Government of the Republic of Lithuania approved, by Resolution No. 1193 of 31 October 2007, a Guardianship (Care) System Reorganisation Strategy and a Plan of Implementing Measures for 2007-2012. The goal of the Strategy is to create the conditions for a child to live in his/her biological family with regard to the best interests and needs of the child, or, for a child deprived of parental care, adequate guardianship (care) or adoption conditions that serve the best interests of the child and are in line with the principle that the child should live in a family or in a close-to-family environment and to get properly prepared for independent life in a family and society. To achieve the goal of the Guardianship (Care) System Reorganisation Strategy, i.e. to reform the guardianship (care) system so that it serves the bests interests of the child under guardianship (care), the target for placement of children deprived of parental care into guardians’ (caretakers’) families is set at 55 per cent for 2012 compared to 43.5 per cent in 2006, while the target for reducing the number of institutionalised children is set at 30 per cent for 2012 compared to 40 per cent in 2006.
ANNEX - References to children with disabilities by other treaty bodies with respect to Lithuania
Concluding Observations of the CESCR Committee, E/C.12/1/ADD.96, 2004
12.
The Committee regrets the lack of information on the integration of people with disabilities in the labour market and expresses its concern that the incentives for employing people with disabilities are limited.
22.
The Committee is concerned about the problem of street children in the State party as well as the lack of information about children placed in institutions.
34.
The Committee recommends that the State party take effective measures under the “National programme for social integration of people with disabilities for 2003-2012” to promote the integration of people with disabilities into the labour market, including through providing incentives to employers and strengthening the system of job quotas for people with disabilities.
Concluding Observations of the CEDAW Committee, CEDAW/C/LTU/CO/4, 2008
Positive aspects

5.
The Committee commends the State party for its legal reforms aimed at eliminating discrimination against women and promoting gender equality. In particular, it welcomes the amendments to the Law on Equal Opportunities for Women and Men, prohibiting indirect discrimination, allowing for the application of temporary special measures, to accelerate the achievement of women’s de facto equality with men, and shifting the burden of proof from the alleged victim to the person or institution against which the complaint has been lodged. It also commends the State party for the enactment of the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Equal Treatment which prohibits any direct or indirect discrimination based upon age, sexual orientation, disability, racial or ethnic origin, religion or beliefs and provides for the ways of implementing equal treatment.
Principal areas of concern and recommendations

28.
While noting various measures taken by the State party, including the Programme for Roma Integration into Lithuanian society (2000-2004 and 2008 2010) and the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme for 2007-2013, the Committee notes with concern that vulnerable groups of women, as, for example, rural women, women with disabilities, women belonging to ethnic minorities, including Roma women, migrant women and elderly women continue to suffer from discrimination in education, employment, health, housing and other areas based on their sex and gender and on other grounds, thus being exposed to multiple forms of discrimination. In this respect, the Committee regrets that the information presented in the State party’s reports was not sufficiently women-specific and did not cover the situation of all of these groups of women adequately.

29.
The Committee urges the State party to intensify its efforts to eliminate discrimination against vulnerable groups of women, including rural women, women with disabilities, women belonging to ethnic minorities, including Roma women, migrant women and elderly women both within their respective communities and in Lithuanian society at large. It encourages the State party to increase their awareness of the availability of social services and legal remedies as well as to familiarize them with their rights pertaining to substantive gender equality and non-discrimination. The Committee urges the State party to take effective measures to integrate these women, where appropriate into programs of life-long learning and the Lithuanian labour market, including by establishing women resource centres in rural areas. The Committee reiterates its recommendation that the State party monitor existing programmes and develop additional policies and programmes aimed at the economic empowerment of rural women, ensuring their access to productive resources and capital as well as to health services and to social and cultural opportunities. In addition, the Committee calls upon the State party to conduct regular and comprehensive studies on intersectional forms of discrimination against such vulnerable groups of women, to collect statistics on their educational, employment and health situation as well as on their access to decision-making positions in political life and on all forms of violence that they may experience, and to present such information in its next periodic report.
34.
The Committee notes that States’ adherence to the nine major international human rights instruments would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. Therefore, the Committee encourages the Government of Lithuania to consider ratifying the instruments to which it is not yet a party, namely, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/LTU/CO/2, 2006
3.  General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12 of the Convention)

Non-discrimination

26.
The Committee reiterates its concern at the fact that the principle of non-discrimination is not being fully implemented for children living in vulnerable families and in institutions, children with disabilities, Roma children, refugee and asylum-seeking children and children living in rural areas, in particular with regard to their access to adequate health and educational facilities.

27.
The Committee recommends that the State party take more effective measures to ensure that all children within its jurisdiction enjoy all the rights enshrined in the Convention without discrimination, in accordance with article 2 of the Convention, by effectively implementing the existing laws which guarantee the principle of non discrimination.  The Committee also recommends that the State party prioritize social and health services and equal opportunities to education for children belonging to the most vulnerable groups.

28.
Furthermore, the Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, also taking into account the Committee’s general comment No. 1 (2001) on article 29, paragraph 1, of the Convention (aims of education) (CRC/GC/2001/1) and general comment No. 4 (2003) on adolescent health (CRC/GC/2003/4).
Respect for the views of the child

31.
The Committee welcomes the efforts made by the State party to promote the respect of the views of the child, including the establishment of the Lithuanian Youth Parliament in 2000.  It also notes the efforts made as regards children’s participation in the schools.  However, the Committee is concerned that these efforts are insufficient and that article 12 of the Convention may not be fully taken into account in practice in judicial and administrative decisions.

32.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Take further steps to promote and facilitate respect for children’s views and ensure their participation in all spheres of society, including in the family and schools;

(b)
Take the necessary measures to ensure effective implementation of article 12 of the Convention, not only in court proceedings but also in various administrative decisions, including with respect to child protection services, custody proceedings and the placement of children in institutions;

(c)
Effectively promote and encourage respect for the views of children below the age of 12 years, according to his/her evolving capacities;

(d)
Provide educational information to, among others, parents, teachers, government administrative officials, the judiciary, children themselves and society at large, on children’s right to be heard and to have their views taken into account; and

(e)
Undertake a regular review of the extent to which children’s views are taken into consideration and of the impact this has on policy, programme implementation and on children themselves.
Separation from parents

39.
The Committee is concerned that a large number of children are placed outside their homes and that many parents lose parental authority over their children when they are placed in foster care or in institutions by the courts.

40.
The Committee recommends that the State party take all possible measures, including establishment of precise criteria for the limitation of parental rights, in order adequately to protect parental rights and the parent-child relationship and thereby ensure that a child is not separated from his or her parents against their will except when 

competent authorities subject to judicial review determine, in accordance with applicable law and procedures, that such separation is necessary for the best interests of the child.  The Committee also recommends that the State party take all necessary measures to ensure that both parents and children are given an opportunity to participate in the proceedings and make their views known in accordance with article 9 of the Convention.

Alternative care for children

41.
The Committee welcomes the efforts made to implement its previous recommendations, in particular through the expansion of the foster care system.  However, the Committee remains concerned that institutionalization is prioritized as a form of alternative care and that the foster care system is insufficiently regulated and resourced.

42.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Ensure that institutionalization is used only as a measure of last resort, meaning that it is professionally indicated and in the best interests of the child;

(b)
Systematically conduct periodic reviews of the placement of children, in conformity with article 25 of the Convention;

(c)
Carry out a reform of the alternative care system and ensure that there are enough qualified supervisors and adequate resources for the proper functioning and monitoring of the system;

(d)
Ensure that children, if they are raised in institutions, live in small groups and are individually cared for, that the parent-child relationship will not be negatively affected by placement in alternative care, and that family reunion or establishment of family environment is prioritized;

(e)
Provide targeted services to children who will soon become adults and leave the institutions and encourage their reintegration into society;

(f)
Strengthen and support the system of foster care, develop quality standards for foster care and significantly decrease the time spent in institutions by children without parental care;

(g)
Provide adequate social and economic support to the social risk families, including through the establishment of a support network and the creation of job opportunities for these families;

(h)
Consider creating a special fund to provide social service for a family in a crisis situation; and

(i)
Adopt and implement the recommendations presented in the regional monitoring report “A Decade of Transition” (2001) of the UNICEF Innocenti research centre on the children under the State guardianship.

Children with disabilities

46.
The Committee reiterates its concern that children with disabilities living in rural areas do not have access to the same level of services and medicines as children living in other parts of the country.  Furthermore, it is concerned at the number of children with disabilities who are institutionalized and the general lack of resources and specialized staff for these children.

47.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Allocate the necessary resources for programmes, medicines, trained staff and facilities for all children with disabilities, especially the ones living in the rural areas;

(b)
Develop community-based programmes in order to allow these children to stay at home with their families;

(c)
Further encourage their inclusion into the mainstream educational system and their integration into society;

(d)
Consider creating an inter-institutional plan with the support of local government and civil society and thereby strengthen cooperation between teachers, school management, parents, children and the society at large; and

(e)
Give due attention to the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on “The rights of children with disabilities” (see CRC/C/69).

Education, including vocational training and guidance

54.
The Committee notes with appreciation the Law on Education (2003) as well as the State Educational Strategy for the years 2003-2012 and its implementation programme.  However, the Committee notes with concern the high number of children who are not enrolled in or who drop out of school.  The Committee is also concerned that there exists discrimination regarding access to education by ethnic and/or national minorities, especially Roma, and that other marginalized groups of children, including children with disabilities, as well as children in the socially and economically vulnerable families face difficulties of access to schooling.  Furthermore, the Committee is concerned at the small number of children attending preschool.

55.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Take all necessary measures to ensure that articles 28 and 29 of the Convention are fully implemented, in particular with regard to children belonging to the most vulnerable groups (i.e. Roma children, those living in poverty, children with disabilities, etc.);

(b)
Further improve the State Educational Strategy for the years 2003-2012 and its implementation programme to ensure that the principles behind “A School for All” are effectively implemented;

(c)
Improve the efficiency of the educational system, paying particular attention to the high dropout rates;

(d)
Strengthen the support to children of the rural communities, minority groups and risk group families so that these children are able to attend school;

(e)
Ensure that social pedagogues and social workers are available in all schools with special skills to work with children belonging to the most vulnerable groups, as well as children with emotional and development disorders; and

(f)
Improve access to preschool education throughout the country, including to children living in rural areas.
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/ADD.146, 2001
Data collection 

15.
The Committee is concerned at the lack of a comprehensive system for the collection of disaggregated data for all areas covered by the Convention and in relation to all groups of children.  Such data are needed to monitor and evaluate the progress achieved in the implementation of the policies adopted with respect to children and to assess their impact.  
16.
The Committee recommends that the State party develop a system of data collection and indicators consistent with the Convention.  This system should cover all children up to the age of 18 years, with specific emphasis on those who are particularly vulnerable, including children victims of abuse, neglect, or ill-treatment; children with disabilities; children belonging to minorities; refugee and asylum-seeking children; children in conflict with the law; working children; adopted children; children living in the streets and in rural areas; and missing children.  It further encourages the State party to use the indicators and data in the formulation of policies and programmes for the effective implementation of the Convention.
Non-discrimination

21.
The Committee expresses its concern at the fact that the principle of non-discrimination is not being fully implemented for children living in vulnerable families and in institutions, children with disabilities, Roma children, refugee and asylum-seeking children and children living in rural areas, in particular with regard to their access to adequate health and educational facilities.
22.
The Committee recommends that the State party collect disaggregated data and other information in order to identify discrimination against children, in particular those belonging to the above-mentioned vulnerable groups, with a view to developing comprehensive strategies aimed at ending all forms of discrimination.
Children deprived of family environment

29.
The Committee notes with deep concern that, owing to the inadequacy of social assistance and the lack of alternatives, an increasing number of children from poor families are being placed in institutions.
30.
In light of articles 18 and 26 of the Convention, the Committee encourages the State party to further strengthen comprehensive measures to support parents, in particular those living in rural areas, in their efforts to raise their children, for instance by increasing various forms of social assistance to families, including counselling services, or by securing day-care services and facilities.

Children with disabilities

37.
The Committee expresses its concern about the fact that children with disabilities living in rural areas do not have access to the same level of services and medicines as children living in other parts of the country and that not all medicines are available for free.  Further, it is concerned at the large number of children with disabilities who are institutionalized and the general lack of resources and specialized staff for children with disabilities.
38.
The Committee recommends that the State party allocate the necessary resources for programmes, medicines, trained staff and facilities for all children with disabilities, especially the ones living in the rural areas, and develop community-based programmes in order to allow children to stay at home with their families.  In light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on “The rights of children with disabilities” (see CRC/C/69), it is also recommended that the State further encourage their integration into the educational system and their inclusion into society.
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