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Mr. Chairperson, Excellencies, distinguished delegates, colleagues and friends from the United Nations system and non-governmental organizations,

I am very pleased to be here today to provide you with an update on the work the Committee on the Rights of the Child has undertaken since I met with you here a year ago. The Committee has been extremely dynamic over the past year and we have continued to seek ways and means of improving our methods of work. I wish to take this opportunity to underline some of the achievements as well as some of the challenges the Committee is facing.



Mr. Chairperson, 
As I mentioned when we met here last year, among the principal challenges the Committee is faced with again is the backlog of State party reports. Four years ago, in its resolution 59/261, this Assembly welcomed the efforts of the Committee on the Rights of the Child to reform its working methods, including its proposal to work in two chambers, as an exceptional and temporary measure in order to clear the backlog of reports.  The experience of working in two chambers was positive and, most importantly, contributed to the reduction of the backlog of reports pending consideration and reduced the time between the submission of a report and its review by the Committee. The Committee, while conducting dialogues in two parallel chambers, managed to retain an equitable distribution of members taking into account factors such as geography and gender as well as professional background. All concluding observations were adopted in plenary session. 
Currently the Committee is facing a backlog of over 80 State party reports, which represents a delay of three years before the reports can be considered. This extraordinary situation is accentuated by the fact that the Committee is the responsible monitoring body for the implementation of three treaties, the Convention and its two Optional Protocols, all three of which have a reporting requirement. The sharp increase of reports received is due to the reporting obligations under the Optional Protocols. Although States parties are generally only required to submit a separate initial report once under each Protocol, it nevertheless significantly increases the workload of the Committee during a transitional period. It should be noted that subsequent reporting obligations under the Optional Protocols would be included in the periodic reports under the Convention. 
As of 1 October 2008, the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography had 129 States parties and the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict had reached the number of 123 States parties. The Committee is very pleased to note the successful rate of ratifications of the two Protocols and firmly believes that their implementation, along with the Convention, will significantly strengthen the protection of children around the world. To date the Committee has reviewed 70 State party reports under the Optional Protocols. However, from a practical perspective, in order to review the reports submitted in a timely manner, the Committee requires additional temporary resources. The Committee therefore would like to request the General Assembly at its present session to approve appropriate financial support for the Committee to work in two chambers during four sessions over the next two years.  As noted above, once the Committee has considered all initial reports under the two Protocols, the overall number of reports to be considered by the Committee will be significantly reduced. Despite the challenges presented by the high number of reports received under the Protocols, I would like to underline the importance of increasing the number of ratifications for both Protocols by States parties. 
Mr. Chairperson,
I would also like to take this opportunity to bring to your attention the ongoing elaboration of two new general comments by the Committee, one exploring the right of the child to be heard as set out in article 12 of the Convention and another general comment on the rights of indigenous children, with particular reference to non-discrimination and article 30 of the Convention. The Committee expects to adopt these general comments during the January session in 2009 and would like to thank its partners for support during the elaboration period.
During the past year, the Committee has furthermore given consideration to the NGO initiative of creating an individual complaints mechanism through the adoption of an Optional Protocol to the Convention. The Committee has given close attention to this issue and considers that such a procedure would significantly contribute to the overall protection of children’s rights. The Committee looks forward to any discussions that may be initiated in this regard and notes that the establishment of an individual complaints mechanism would be in line with the mechanisms that exist or are envisaged for all other human rights treaties. 
The Committee would also like to bring to your attention the draft United Nations guidelines for the appropriate use and conditions of alternative care for children, referred to last month in the Human Rights Council resolution (A/HRC/RES/9/13). The Committee has actively participated in the elaboration of these guidelines and notes with pleasure that the initiative stems from our Day of General Discussion on children without parental care, which was held in 2005. We would like to thank the Group of Friends for their support and of encourage States parties to continue discussion on these guidelines with a view to ensuring their adoption by the Human Rights Council and the General Assembly in the coming year.
Moreover, in relation to the harmonisation of working methods of treaty bodies, the Committee is currently in the process of revising its treaty specific reporting guidelines in order for them to complement the harmonized guidelines on reporting for the common core document. The Committee recently undertook a two day workshop devoted to this, funded by the UNICEF National Committee of the Republic of Korea and co-organised with the International Institute on the Rights of the Child in Sion, Switzerland. On the issue of treaty body reform, let me assure you that this Committee will remain fully committed to the efforts of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to improve the current practices with a view to achieving more harmonized working methods and more efficiency and effectiveness. The Committee has actively participated in the Inter-Committee meetings of the treaty bodies and looks forward to supporting an expanded role of coordination through participation in such meetings on a more regular basis. The overarching goal of these efforts should be to better serve all rights holders and to enhance and facilitate, as appropriate, reporting by States parties. 
Mr. Chairperson,


The Committee continues to be active in the promotion of the Convention on the Rights of the Child through a range of events and activities. Most recently, the Committee held its annual Day of General Discussion on the right of the child to education in emergency situations on 19 September 2008. Approximately 100 people participated in the event, following which the Committee adopted a set of specific recommendations. 

As part of its activities to promote implementation of the concluding observations, in November of last year the Committee participated in a regional follow-up workshop organised by the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights together with UNICEF and Plan International, hosted by the Government of Burkina Faso in Ouagadougou for some 190 participants of West African francophone States, including Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, Guinea, Mali, Niger, Senegal and Togo. Among the participants were representatives of governments, non-governmental organisations, national human rights institutions as well as journalists. Other partners who participated included the African Committee on the Rights and Welfare of the Child and World Health Organisation. The Committee believes that such follow-up workshops provide an important opportunity to bring together various stakeholders to assess the progress in implementation of Committee recommendations, to identify the main issues requiring attention, to exchange experiences and good practices at the regional level and propose measures to further enhance the implementation of child rights at the national level.

I would also like to note that the Committee is actively involved in the preparation phases for the World Congress III on Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents which will take place in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in November 2008. Several Committee members including myself have taken part in preparatory regional expert consultations and will participate during the actual World Congress. We see the Congress as an important occasion to assess implementation of the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and relevant recommendations of the Committee. In this context I would also like to note that the General Rapporteur of the World Congress is the former Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 


Allow me to take this opportunity to highlight that the coming year is one of significance to the Committee. Next year we will be celebrating the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. On behalf of the Committee, I would like to invite all States parties to take this opportunity to reflect on the degree of implementation of the Convention at the national level and identify lacunas to be addressed in this regard. Next autumn the Committee intends to arrange a commemorative event in Geneva in celebration of the 20th anniversary of the Convention.


I would also like to note that the current 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and highlight the thematic focus given by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on the rights of persons in detention. The Committee shares these concerns, in particular regarding the situation of children who have been deprived of their liberty, and has already explored this issue in depth in its general comment no. 10 on children’s rights in juvenile justice, which was adopted last year.
Mr. Chairperson,


I would briefly like to touch on the importance of important collaborations the Committee has strengthened with a number of partners over the past year. First I would like to note, with great appreciation, that observer status was extended to the Committee on the UNICEF Executive Board. We are confident that regular contact will ensure closer cooperation between UNICEF and the Committee on the Rights of the Child in order to pursue our common goal of achieving the realisation of the rights of all children around the world. In addition, the Committee had a meeting with deputy regional directors of UNICEF in Geneva in May of this year to further explore avenues for closer cooperation and implementation of the Convention and its Protocols. Meanwhile, the Committee continues to maintain its regular cooperation with UNICEF offices throughout the world.

Among other partners of great importance to the Committee I would also like to mention the SRSG on Children and Armed Conflict, with whom we have regular contact. We believe this partnership to be of particular importance and note that several States parties to the Convention and the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict are also referred to in the annual report of the United Nations Secretary General on Children and Armed Conflict (A/62/609-S/2007/757) and on the agenda of the Security Council. 
Furthermore, I would like to note the increased involvement of independent national human rights institutions in the reporting process and the important role they play in this regard and in particular in the follow-up process of implementation of the Convention and the Committee’s recommendations at the national level. Last but not least, I would like to stress the indispensible value of the NGO Group for the Convention in Geneva, which ensures that the Committee maintains a close link with national civil society actors.


Mr. Chairperson, 

Finally, I would like to conclude by reiterating that the Committee on the Rights of the Child relies on your continued support in order to ensure that its reviews of State party reports under the Convention and the Optional Protocols can be conducted in a timely manner and that reporting backlogs can be prevented.



On behalf of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, 
I thank you for your attention. 
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