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Mr. Chairperson, Excellencies, distinguished delegates, colleagues and friends from the United Nations system and non-governmental organizations,

I am very pleased to be here today to provide you with an update on the work the Committee on the Rights of the Child has undertaken since I met with you here a year ago. 
I wish to take this opportunity to underline some of the achievements during the past year as well as some of the challenges the Committee is facing. I also would like to draw your attention to the Biennial report of the Committee (A/65/41), which contains information related to the work of the Committee over a two-year period, from the forty-eighth session to the fifty-third session.

Mr. Chairperson, 
I wish to start by appreciating the additional resources approved in 2008 by the General Assembly by resolution 63/244 as these enabled the Committee to meet in double chambers during three sessions this year. The past year has been very intensive for the Committee and its Secretariat as we worked in two parallel chambers in order to try to double our capacity and address the backlog of reports. In 2009, the Committee considered 30 State party reports. In 2010, I am happy to inform you that the Committee managed to consider 52 State party reports. 
I mentioned when we met last here, the current backlog of reports pending review by the Committee is largely a temporary challenge which relates to the submission of reports under the two Optional Protocols. As of 6 October 2010, the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (OPSC) had 141 States parties and the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict (OPAC) had 139 States parties. On behalf of the Committee, we are pleased over the wide ratification of the Optional Protocols as this signifies an important commitment of States parties to combat the abhorrent crimes they cover. We are also pleased that a considerable number of States have submitted their reports for review under the Protocols; to date 79 reports have been received under the OPAC and 67 under the OPSC. Of these, the Committee has managed to consider 63 State party reports under OPAC and 48 reports under OPSC.   
In this context, I would like to highlight that the Optional Protocols only require reports to be submitted separately once; subsequent reporting obligations are included in periodic reports under the Convention. Once the Committee has considered all initial reports under the two Protocols, the overall number of reports to be considered by the Committee will be significantly reduced. However, we are still in a transitional period whereby the reporting obligation under the Optional Protocols continues to constitute a major challenge for the Committee. In 2008, when the General Assembly approved the request to work in double chambers, we were faced with a backlog of some 80 State party reports. Regrettably, despite the intensive efforts over the past year to examine all reports submitted to the Committee in a timely manner, we have only been able to keep the backlog of reporting pending consideration from growing, rather than reducing it. Therefore, we are today again facing more than 80 reports awaiting consideration. The situation would certainly have been aggravated had we not met in double chambers during the past year. In light of these observations, the Committee will continue to consider innovative ways of dealing with the backlog, including a temporary restitution of double chambers, and may submit proposals to this end in the future to the  General Assembly.


I urge States parties to pay due attention to challenges the treaty body system is facing due to the backlog of reports, not only in relation to the Committee on the Rights of the Child, but also generally in relation to the overall lack of meeting time, the level of available human resources in the Secretariat within the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the inadequate capacity of UN Conference Services to process and translate documents in a timely fashion. These difficulties have reached such proportions that they are now affecting the issuance of such basic documents as State party reports. I would like to invite member States to refer to the Evaluation of the use of additional meeting by the human rights treaty bodies contained in the Secretary General’s report A/65/317 and reflect on the implications for the treaty body system unless it is allocated significant additional resources. 
Mr. Chairperson,

While still on the issue of ratification and reporting, I would like to inform you of the universal ratification campaign that was launched on the 10th anniversary of the adoption of the Optional Protocols on the 25 May this year. The campaign is jointly supported by the Committee together with a number of its key partners, including OHCHR, UNICEF, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Children and Armed Conflict (SRSG-CAAC), the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children (SRSG-VAC), and the Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography.
The principal objective of the campaign is to promote the universal ratification of the Optional Protocols by 2012, the year that will mark the 10th anniversary of their entry into force. I would however like to underline the fact that improving the protection of children requires effective measures at the national level. The campaign seeks to raise awareness of the obligation of States parties to ensure that national legislation is in compliance with the Protocols and that the crimes covered by the Protocols are specifically criminalised. The campaign also underscores the need to provide victims with adequate measures for their physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration. 
The objectives of the campaign address aspects which the Committee has identified as problematic in conjunction with its reviews of State party reports under both Protocols, such as the failure to review and include specific provisions in penal legislation, resulting in impunity for these acts. Furthermore, in relation to the OPSC, the Committee is concerned that States fail to extend protection until the age of 18 and over the persistence of stigma attached to victims. Regarding the OPAC, the Committee regrets that several States continue to permit voluntary military recruitment of persons below 18 years.
I would also like to take this opportunity to again express the hope of the Committee that the Convention on the Rights of the Child will soon achieve universal adherence. As is widely known, two States continue to remain outstanding: Somalia and the United States of America. With the best interests of all children at heart, on behalf of the Committee I would respectfully like to reiterate our appeal that these States ratify the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Mr. Chairperson,

I would now like to turn to an exciting and positive development, namely that of the ongoing development of a third Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. In March 2010, the Human Rights Council adopted resolution 13/3, extending the mandate of the Open-ended Working Group on an Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child established in 2009 to elaborate an Optional Protocol on a communications procedure. Members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child participated and played an active role in the first session of the Open-ended Working Group in December 2009 and in the expert consultations initiated by the Committee and organised by OHCHR in cooperation with the International Commission of Jurists in June 2010. 
The Committee warmly welcomes that, following the Council’s request, a proposal for an Optional Protocol has been presented in August 2010 by the Chairperson- Rapporteur of the Working Group. The Committee believes that an Optional Protocol establishing a communications procedure would constitute an important shift towards the recognition of children as subjects and holders of rights.
The Committee looks forward to continuing to engage in the development of the Optional Protocol. I wish to inform you that in view of the upcoming second session of the Open-ended Working Group, which will be held in Geneva 6-10 December 2010, the Committee has adopted an Elements Paper (A/HRC/WG.7/2/3). This paper reflects the position of the Committee on the current proposed draft. The Committee hopes that the Working Group will be able to fulfil its mandate expeditiously and that the drafting process and approval of the final text by the Human Rights Council and the General Assembly be completed in 2011.
Mr. Chairperson,

                
 In relation to the harmonization of working methods among treaty bodies, I would like to assure you that the Committee continues to participate actively in this ongoing process. The Inter-Committee Meeting (ICM), the joint forum for treaty bodies, discusses practical measures to harmonize our work and to promote better cooperation and collaboration across treaty bodies. All treaty bodies experience the inadequacy of the UN Conference Services to provide documentation in all working languages in a timely manner. This not only undermines the work of the treaty bodies, but undoubtedly challenges State parties’ efforts to comply with effective implementation of the relevant treaties. 

I am happy to inform you of a specific example of collaboration across treaty bodies. Recently the Committee took the initiative to develop a general comment on harmful traditional practices jointly with the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).

Among the issues identified for future discussion at ICM meetings is that of independence of members. In this vein, I would like to inform you that in December, elections for membership to the Committee on the Rights of the Child will be held. Promotion of the rights of the child and effective monitoring of compliance to the Convention depends on the membership of the Committee. The Convention on the Rights of the Child (Art. 43) refers to experts of high moral standing and the Rules of Procedures (Rule 11) affirm the Committee shall consist of independent experts.  I would like to reiterate what was agreed to at the Eighth Meeting of Chairpersons of Treaty Bodies in 1997, (A/52/507, paragraphs 67-68) and reaffirmed at the Seventh and Ninth Inter-Committee Meetings in 2008 and 2009 respectively;

“States parties to human rights treaties should refrain from nominating or electing to the treaty bodies persons performing political functions or occupying positions which were not readily reconcilable with the obligations of independent experts under the given treaty. The chairpersons also urged that consideration be given to the importance of expertise in areas related to the mandate of the treaty body, the need for balanced geographical composition, the desirability of an appropriate gender balance and the nominee's availability in terms of time to discharge the responsibilities of an expert member of a treaty body.”
Mr. Chairperson,

I would now like to say a few words on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). As stated in a joint press release by all treaty bodies on 16 September, the Committee reminds States that realizing the MDGs is a first step in meeting their broader human rights treaty bodies. Adherence to international human rights standards, including to the principles of non-discrimination, meaningful participation and accountability can assist faster progress towards achieving the MDGs.  This is of particular pertinence in order to achieve the goals of reduced child mortality and universal primary education, being mindful that realization of human rights for all goes beyond the reaching of quantified targets. To this end, I encourage UN agencies to coordinate their efforts and jointly assess progress and remaining obstacles.
In relation to the MDGs, on behalf of the Committee I wish to welcome the Secretary General’s Global Strategy for Women's and Children's Health, which provides a roadmap to saving women's and children's lives and improving their health. The Convention on the Rights of the Child should be considered as one of the principal normative and legal instruments in efforts to measure accountability and progress in implementation the Strategy, and in improving the health and well-being of child, not only in achieving the MDGs generally, but in ensuring that they are achieved in the most equitable manner possible. The periodic reporting procedure under the Convention should be seen as an integral part of monitoring progress towards implementation of the Global Strategy, and achieving the MDGs by 2015.

Finally, I would like to conclude by noting that my statement will regrettably not be followed by an interactive dialogue. I would like to encourage that this be included in the resolution and mandated for coming years as an interactive dialogue would permit a constructive exchange of experiences between the Committee and States. 


On behalf of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, 
I thank you for your attention. 
*******
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