Annex I

The values & vision of ECD presented below has been culled from the desired values for Georgian children and vision for ECD programming articulated by a multisectoral team of experts during the Gudauri consultation.

The government of Georgia is committed to the principles of Early Childhood Development and reflects this through support of children's right to "survive, be physically healthy, mentally alert, emotionally secure, socially competent, and able to learn." 

“Georgian values for children include being physically, mentally and socially healthy. Georgia aspires to have children who are free and children who use that freedom to learn social responsibility and tolerance of gender, ethnic and religious groups and the environment. The next generation of Georgian citizens will value honesty, family, religion and loyalty. They will be creative and independent. The collective hope is for all children to develop a love for their country, to be patriotic, value national language, heritage, culture and traditions.”

The vision for ECD programs articulated at the consultation provides the direction for ECD programs in supporting the young child's rights to survival, growth, development, participation and protection, with special attention to vulnerable populations. 

It is envisioned that programs for the first three years of life will be led by the Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Affairs and for the latter three years by Ministry of Education, and Science. Parents will be responsible for creating a safe, secure and nurturing environment for their children. 

The government will be responsible for setting the policies, as well as the regulatory and accountability mechanisms. 

The programs can be implemented by state or local governments, private and civil society institutions in a complimentary relationship. Partnerships with international agencies and donors with their role of providing technical and financial assistance to be continued. The programs will incorporate international and regional good practices in research and science.

