Annex II

Gudauri Declaration for Young Child Survival and Development in Georgia 
We, the delegates of the National Consultation on Early Childhood Development held on 30 November-2 December 2006 in Gudauri, Georgia, the representatives of the Parliament, Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs and Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia, Universities, national and international NGOs, supported by international expertise,

Inspired by the globally declared and reaffirmed commitments for universality & non-discrimination, indivisibility & interdependence of child rights and guided by the supreme priority of the Best Interest of the Child as grounded on the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the most widely ratified human rights treaty, 

Acknowledging the global and national political commitments and the enabling environments set further and re-declared by:

· The World Summit for Children (1990);

· EFA goals adopted at World Education Forum, Dakar (2000);

· Millennium Declaration & MDG Goals and targets (2000);

· World Fit for Children (outcome document of the UNGASS for Children, 2002),

Re-affirming the central & determinant role of realizing child rights for survival, development, protection and participation through a life-cycle approach for attainment and sustainability of the Millennium Development Goals, 

Grounded on the scientific, economic and human development arguments for cost-effectiveness of strategic investments in Early Childhood Development with an overarching rights-based argument, 

Recognizing that the government of Georgia is strongly committed to the principles of Early Childhood Development and endorses the rights of children to “survive, be physically, healthy, mentally alert, emotionally secure, socially competent, and able to learn,” embarked on articulating a vision for our children,

Acknowledging the need for development of a multi-sectorial, government-led national policy and strategic action plan for Early Childhood Development in Georgia  based on the following values and vision:

We envisage all children in Georgia to be: “physically, mentally and socially healthy. Our children will be free and with that freedom they will learn to be socially responsible and tolerant towards gender, other ethnic and religious groups and the external environment.  We will foster creativity and independence in our children.  The next generation of Georgia’s citizens will value honesty, family, religion and loyalty.  We want our children to value the state and the national language, heritage, culture and traditions.” 

As a result of the consultative process we address the Parliament and the Government of Georgia in coordination with the key international development partners, non-governmental and academia (universities) representatives to take the lead in development of an enabling legislative, policy, regulatory and accountability mechanisms towards:

Establishment of a national inter-sectorial coordination mechanism for planning, inter-agency coordination and monitoring of the National Policy and Multi-sectorial Action Plans for Early Childhood Development, 

Within the overarching framework of the National Policy and Action Plans to ensure:

1. Sustainable integration of the early childhood development approaches and principles into national health system 

2. Expansion of the pre-school education service quality and coverage with system-wise integration of the early childhood development approaches

3. Integration of the early childhood development principles into pre- and post-diploma education systems for physicians, nurses, social workers, psychologists and teachers

4. Expanding the parent and community education opportunities for promoting creation of a safe, secure and nurturing environment for young child survival and development. Expediting a multi-sectorial approach, built upon the existing systems and service delivery mechanisms at the best extend possible 

5. Within the universal services ensuring special consideration of children and families with special needs (for targeted health, education and social assistance interventions (most vulnerable/marginalized socio-economic groups, children with disability, children deprived of parental care, children affected by HIV/AIDS, etc.)

6. Being mindful of international and regional trends in research and science, as we develop and implement our programs with a clear focus on ensuring that our national vision for children is realized. 

