Annex IV


Overview of UNHCR assistance provided to Chechen asylum-seekers and refugees in Georgia, in particular in the Pankisi Valley during the period from 2002 - 2006
2002

Domestic needs/household support:  Approximately 1700 refugee women received 14,000 pkg of sanitary napkins. 1500 families received 7500 toothbrushes; 10500 tubes of toothpaste; 3000 towels; 78000 bars of body soap and 21000 pkg of laundry detergent.

2200 refugee CHILDREN received 1405 jackets and 1740 pair of winter boots. 

Food:  10500 kg of salt and 31500 kg off tea was distributed to 1500 refugee families. Host families received 216 mt of wheat flour, 18000 lts of oil, 28.8 mt of beans and 14.4 mt of sugar. 

Water: through two implemented partners UNHCR assisted in improving the water quality and its distribution network in several villages in Pankisi valley. Basic repairs were to extend access by the community to potable drinking water. The water chlorination activity also continued. 

Sanitation: UNHCR through a partner contributed to basic improvement in the general sanitation throughout the valley through the creation of 11 garbage collectors around collective centres in Pankisi to improve the standard of human waste disposal, thus curbing the risk of spread of communicable diseases. 

Health/Nutrition:  Through an implementing partner UNHCR covered all the basic health care need of refugees residing in Pankisi valley. 197 refugees were treated in different hospitals in Tbilisi under referred procedures for emergency cases. Approximately 929 patients were treated in Akhmeta regional hospital. Total number of refugee births in 2002 was 97, with 71 delivered in hospital and 26 delivered at home. Nine distributions of necessary medicaments were made to the clinics and regional hospital in 2002. 

Education:  in 2002, through the NRC, UNHCR continued to assist schools in Pankisi through the supply of classroom materials and student supplies. 627 refugee students and 1025 local students benefited from the school supplies. In addition UNHCR continued with the next stage of their teacher training programme, continuing to focus on peace-building in the classroom and resolving class conflict. 88 teachers participated in the training. 

UNHCR also supported the kindergarten programme in Pankisi, managed by the local implementing partner. 2 kindergartens were attended by 175 CHILDREN. 

14 Chechen refugee university students have received the German sponsored DAFI scholarship. 

Income generation:  In 2002 UNCHR initiated an income generation project with two components. 80 refugee families living in host environments received 3 sheep and fodder, provided that the host and refugee families agree to share responsibility for care of the livestock as well as share the profit of animal product. 20 additional refugee families living in collective centers were distributed professional kits including hairdressing, welding, carpentry and shoe repair. 

Forestry:  In 2002 UNHCR continued its second year support for a forestry planting and ecological education programme. Forty-four hectares were planted in spring and autumn with a total of 80,700 saplings of various regional species. Monitoring of 2001 planting was also conducted. Health rate of the samplings for both years’ planting was at 85%. 

In conjunction with the forestry planting programme an ecological awareness class was also implemented for refugee and local CHILDREN. 104 students ranging in age 12-16 participated. 

Legal Assistance/Protection: 

In April 2002 a new registration exercise was conducted with support of UNHCR and the main purpose of exercise was to exclude from the MRA list local kists, multiple registration and Chechen fighters if they had been previously registered. As a result the number of Chechen refugees in Pankisi valley dropped significantly from 8,122 to 3641.  Identity cards with photos and signatures issued to refugees is an important step for their protection. 

UNHCR Tbilisi advocated for refugee rights, particularly for women and CHILDREN, respectively through the funding and supervision of the drafting of legal manual on human rights in Georgia and by hosting a regional workshop on training the trainers on refugee CHILDREN’s rights under the auspices of the action for the rights of Chechen capacity building initiative.

Together with United Nations Association (UNAG), UNHCR worked on trainings for government counterparts and media representatives who deal with or report on issues related to refugee/asylum seeker protection.  35 persons participated in 2 day training. Four editions of Refugee magazine were distributed to 1000 recipients. UNAG also prepared and compiled Country-of –origin information on Georgia and developed its web-site dedicated to refugee/asylum issues. 

Legal counselling was introduced in the community center in Pankisi in 2002 and 564 persons sought the advice of the counsellors. UNHCR has successfully resettled one Chechen refugee family consisting 6 persons.  

2003

Food: UNHCR provided complementary food items to Chechen refugees in 2003 including canned fish, sweetened condensed milk, dry soup, iodised salt and tea.  The basic food basket was provided by World Food Program (WFP) and distributed by UNHCR. UNHCR also provided a one-time distribution of the same basic ration (wheat flour, oil, sugar, beans) to host families and refugee teachers.

Domestic Needs/Household Support: UNHCR provided firewood, blankets and woodstoves to refugees in the Pankisi Valley in preparation for the harsh winter months.  In addition, sanitary items were provided including bath soap, laundry detergent, toothbrushes and toothpaste and sanitary napkins to all reproductive age women. 

Water: Through local implementing partner, Kakheti, UNHCR continued to chlorinate the local water supply to ensure potability for the whole community. UNHCR also under took the rehabilitation of three water distribution networks in the valley.
Health/Nutrition: UNHCR with local implementing partner, Technical Assistance to Georgia (TAG) supported the health needs of the refugees by supplying 3 clinics in the Pankisi Valley with medicaments and supplies and by managing the refugee medical referrals onward to Akhmeta or Tbilisi. 16,387 patients were seen by a doctor throughout the course of the year. Of that number 13,566 were new cases while the remainder were follow-up treatments for previously diagnosed illnesses.  551 refugees were referred to Akhmeta or Tbilisi for in-patient services. 214 pairs of eyeglasses were distributed to elderly refugees upon examination/ diagnosis by an ophthalmologist. TAG ran a TB screening and treatment campaign among the refugees, which revealed 13 new cases of TB from the 3090 individuals interviewed and screened.  59 refugee CHILDREN were born in 2003.

Community Services: In partnership with NRC, UNHCR supported the refugee community center which provided a variety of skills building and recreational activities for youth in the Valley.  Courses included English, computers, cooking, sewing, dancing and music. A total of 455 young people participated in the classes. A gym room with exercise equipment and sports equipment was available and included  basketball, volleyball, table tennis and chess. The information library with satellite television for local and regional news broadcasts was available and periodicals were provided; an average of 100 persons per day visit the library. Through the local implementing partner GCRT, UNHCR launched a pilot project in the second half of the year addressing the psycho-social rehabilitation needs of war affected persons, focusing primarily in the early stages on CHILDREN.

Income generation: UNHCR together with a local implementing partner continued with the small-scale income generation projects in the second half of the year.  Bee-keeping and honey processing remained very successful.  331 Chechen refugee collective center occupants received nearly 1 kg of honey each. In addition 17 patients suffering from pulmonary disorders were provided with the honey.  A workshop established earlier in the year was functioning successfully provided a variety of services, including shoe repair, hairdressing, seamstress/knitting service and carpentry.  16 refugee families from collective centers participated in the work shop. 

Education: Together with partner NRC, UNHCR continued to provide school supplies to the four primary schools where the refugee pupils study. 475 pupils benefited from this assistance. 58 refugee and local teachers participated in trainings aimed at the promotion of teachers’ psychological competence, elaboration of interactive-innovative teaching skills and methods to solve problems arisen during the teaching process and rising of awareness on school mission. Two pre-schools were supported offering early education to refugee and local CHILDREN between the ages of 3-6.  194 CHILDREN participated.

Legal Assistance/Protection: 

Major progress was made on the implementation of a durable solutions-oriented protection strategy for Chechen refugees in Georgia. After having obtained the agreement from the Georgian authorities, UNHCR conducted a profiling exercise in July/August. This exercise consisted of interviews with heads of registered Chechen refugee families, in order to obtain information on their protection situation and their preferred durable solutions. Over 85% of registered cases were interviewed. After analyzing the profiling data, cases were pre-selected for possible resettlement processing and possible local integration. Number of cases interested in immediate return to Chechnya was very small and follow up on these cases resulted in nil case request for UNHCR’s support in returning to Chechnya in the latter half of the year. At the end of the year, 7 Chechen cases (21 persons) were resettled to third countries and 27 cases (93 persons) were submitted for resettlement.

A legal assistance program for Chechen refugees was implemented through NRC. The refugees in Pankisi Valley have access to two legal counselors based in the Duisi community center. In the course of 2003, some 324 individuals received 500 consultations.

2004

Food: In 2004 UNHCR continued to distribute WFP food rations to Chechen refugees in Pankisi Valley and UNHCR provided complementary food items which included canned fish, sweetened condensed milk, dry soup, iodised salt and tea.  UNHCR also provided a one-time annual-distribution of the same basic WFP food ration (wheat flour, oil, sugar, and beans) to host families and volunteer refugee teachers.

Domestic Needs/Household Support: UNHCR provided winter clothing consisting of jackets and boots to all school aged refugee CHILDREN in Pankisi Valley. UNHCR continued to provide firewood to refugees in the Pankisi Valley in preparation for the harsh winter months. In addition, sanitary items were provided including bath soap, laundry detergent, toothbrushes, toothpaste and sanitary napkins to all reproductive age women. 

Water: Through local implementing partner, Kakheti, UNHCR continued to chlorinate the local water supply to ensure potability for the whole community. UNHCR also under took the partial rehabilitation of Omalo village's water distribution network.

Health/Nutrition: UNHCR through local implementing partner, TAG, supported the health needs of the refugees by supplying 3 clinics in the Pankisi Valley with medicaments and supplies, and by managing the refugee emergency medical referrals onward to Akhmeta or Tbilisi. In 2004, a total of 6,994 cases had received the health services from these dispensaries, while 554 refugees were referred to Akhmeta, Telavi or Tbilisi for in-patient services. TAG continued to run a TB treatment campaign among the refugees, which revealed only 1 new case of TB from 39 suspected cases during the reporting period.
Community Services: In partnership with NRC, UNHCR supported the refugee community centre that provided a variety of skills building and recreational activities for youth in the Valley. Courses included English, Georgian as a Second Language, computers, cooking, sewing, dancing and music. A total of 452 young people participated in the classes.
A gym room with exercise and sports equipment was available at the NRC run Community Centre and included basketball, volleyball, table tennis and chess. The information library with satellite television for local and regional news broadcasts was available and periodicals were provided; averages of 100 persons per day visit the library. A sport complex was also constructed in Duisi village through local partner Kakheti for local and refugee youth to play football, volleyball and basketball.
GCRT continued to provide psychosocial support and treatment to the Chechen refugees’ population residing in Pankisi Gorge. A total of 204 refugees received individual counseling services, while 38 families and 13 groups attended family and group counseling sessions respectively.
Income generation: UNHCR together with a local implementing partner continued with the small-scale income generation projects, which primarily consisted of bee-keeping and honey production. 560 kg honey was harvested, of which 40% was distributed to vulnerable refugees, 40% distributed among the beneficiaries and 20% saved in the group fund. An additional 75 new beehives were purchased to expand the activity. 

Education: UNHCR continued to provide school supplies through its implementing partner, NRC to the four primary schools where the refugee pupils study. 732 pupils in both the Georgian and Russian sectors benefited from this assistance. 58 refugee and local teachers participated in trainings aimed at the promotion of teachers’ psychological competence, elaboration of interactive-innovative teaching skills and methods to solve problems arisen during the teaching process and rising of awareness on school mission. Two pre-schools were supported offering early education to refugee and local CHILDREN between the ages of 3-6. 183 CHILDREN benefited from this activity.

Legal Assistance/Protection:

Following up on the solution-oriented protection strategy developed in 2003, a major achievement in 2004 was the substantial increase in the number of refugees who found a durable solution by resettlement.  By the end of the year, 41 Chechen cases (155 persons) were resettled to third countries and 59 cases (243 persons) were submitted for resettlement. One Yemeni family (3 persons) was resettled in addition.

Upon request of the Government, UNHCR Tbilisi prepared comments on the draft amendments to the Law on Refugees, which was submitted to UNHCR Headquarters. By the end of 2004 the Protection Unit prepared the Georgian translation of the official UNHCR comments to the Law on Refugees, as well as hose of the UNHCR Observations on the draft Law on Property Restitution (related to the resolution of the Georgian-South Ossetian conflict).

Following up on the solution-oriented protection strategy developed in 2003, a major achievement in 2004 was the substantial increase in the number of refugees who found a durable solution by resettlement.  By the end of the year, 41 Chechen cases (155 persons) were resettled to third countries and 59 cases (243 persons) were submitted for resettlement. One Yemeni family (3 persons) was resettled in addition.

Upon request of the Government, UNHCR Tbilisi prepared comments on the draft amendments to the Law on Refugees, which was submitted to UNHCR Headquarters. By the end of 2004 the Protection Unit prepared the Georgian translation of the official UNHCR comments to the Law on Refugees, as well as hose of the UNHCR Observations on the draft Law on Property Restitution (related to the resolution of the Georgian-South Ossetian conflict).

In August 2004, MRA, with the technical support of UNHCR, undertook the annual registration of the prima facie Chechen refugees. As a result of the exercise, the total number of refugees reduced from some 3800 persons to 2610. The reduced number of refugees is explained by the de-registration of the local residents and those refugees who no longer stay in Georgia. The 2004 exercise demonstrated the commitment of the new Government to the accurate registration of the Chechen refugees. 

 A legal assistance program for Chechen refugees was implemented through NRC. The refugees in Pankisi Valley have access to two legal counselors based in the Duisi community center. In the course of 2004, some 539 individuals received consultations. 
2005

Food: As of March 2005 TAG managed the bi-monthly distribution of food and non-food items. TAG distributed WFP food rations and UNHCR’s complementary food items (canned fish, sweetened condensed milk, dry soup, iodised salt and black tea) to 800 families. UNHCR also provided a one-time annual-distribution of the same basic WFP food ration (wheat flour, oil, sugar, and beans) to host families (85% of refugees live with host families) and 43 volunteer refugee teachers.

Domestic Needs/Household Support: UNHCR, through TAG, distributed bi-monthly sanitary items to all reproductive age women, and hygienic packages including tooth brush, tooth paste, washing powder and bath soap to 775 households on average.  2,516 persons received one towel each. 784 households received one kitchen set each. 1,218 CHILDREN received winter and summer clothes. 821 households benefited from the distribution of 2,800 m3 of firewood for the winter.
Water: The local NGO, Kakheti chlorinated 7 water supply systems in five villages in Pankisi Valley. Water samples from the systems were routinely tested at the laboratory of Akhmeta confirming the potability of the water. The purified water benefited the whole community in the Pankisi Valley.
Health/Nutrition: Through its local implementing partner TAG, UNHCR continued to provide primary health care to refugees and a host population of some 7,965 by supplying three clinics with medicaments and supplies. The clinics were staffed with five local doctors and six nurses and received during the year 11,128 visits by refugees and 4,386 by the local population. TAG carried out five health screening campaigns: TB prophylactic tests on 195 CHILDREN under age 7; orthopedic check of pre-selected infants with hips-joints problems; gynecological/mammalogical screening of all refugee women aged 30-55 (306 persons); general physical and nutritional health check of all refugee CHILDREN under 5 (315 persons).  CHILDREN were routinely vaccinated according to the National Vaccination Plan. Optical tests were undertaken in particular of elderly refugees and 43 eye-glasses were distributed in accordance with specialist’s prescription. TAG also organized 5 training sessions for community members, staff and local health providers on health related matters, including HIV/AIDS, and managed refugee medical referrals to hospitals in Akhmeta, Telavi and Tbilisi with 739 refugees referred.  

Community Service: GCRT provided psychosocial rehabilitation for traumatized refugees prioritizing CHILDREN. 362 beneficiaries were provided with psychological help of which more than half were CHILDREN. Family therapy was applied to 50 families and family counseling to 44 families.

GCRT organized four training sessions in “Conflict Resolution and Negotiation” for community leaders. 14 (7 refugees and 7 locals) socially active persons perceived as community leaders by the community obtained the training. The trained persons in their turn organized 14 discussion group meetings reaching 94 members of the community. The purpose of the discussions is to have locals and refugees discuss common problems in the community and to pave the way for the local integration of refugees.

The NRC managed Refugee Community Center in Duisi provided the highly demanded courses in computer, English and Georgian language, culinary, sewing, dancing and music benefiting 357 individuals. More than two thirds of the beneficiaries were women while 40% of the beneficiaries were locals. The monthly fee for the courses was GEL 2 and three refugee women served as local coordinators of the activities. Cultural and sporting activities and sports equipment were provided targeting mainly local and refugee youth. Information and awareness raising activities continued through distribution of Russian and Georgian newspapers, edition of NRC’s monthly newsletter and TV rooms in the community center and Jokolo refugee collective centre. Approximately 100 persons per day visited the community center for the library/ TV, playground and café. In May, NRC initiated an educational development activity for refugee and local CHILDREN and adults with limited skills due to physical or mental disability. The project aims at stimulating their physical and educational development. 

Income generation: Kakheti monitored the honey-production of 98 beehives in Sakobiani village. 40% of the honey harvest of 400 kg was distributed to 216 vulnerable refugees. Kakheti distributed 21 professional kits to refugees residing in collective centers to assist them start up activities such as shoe-making and welding.

Education: Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) managed two kindergartens attended by 197 refugee and local CHILDREN and distributed basic school supplies and textbooks for 609 refugee and local pupils. UNHCR provides a German Government-sponsored tertiary level scholarship (DAFI) to 10 refugee students; including tuition, books, clothing and living allowances. 

Legal Assistance/Protection: 
UNHCR resettled 113 refugees (including six Iranians) during 2005.  Although the number is reduced from previous year the result is satisfactory considering: a) the increasing reluctance of resettlement countries to accept Chechen refugees (particularly those in the Pankisi valley); b) non-deployment of a Resettlement Consultant for more than five months; and c) introduction of devolution policy of resettlement programme which subsequently increased workload in the field.  In this context, it was significant that the selection mission from a resettlement country (Canada) conducted a one-day field visit to Pankisi in December to observe the refugee situation at first hand.  It was the first time that a resettlement mission visited the Pankisi valley.  In total, Georgia received four resettlement missions in 2005 (three from Canada and one from the US).
In August 2005, MRA with the technical support of UNHCR, undertook the annual registration of refugees.  As a result of the exercise, the total number of refugees reduced from 2,610 to 2,480.  The reduced number of refugees is explained by de-registration of persons found to be Georgian citizens and those refugees who did not appear for the registration and are presumed to be no longer living in Georgia.  

NRC legal counselors provided legal advice and assistance to refugees in the community centre and in the villages on a daily basis and twice a week in the NRC field office. 408 refugees were counseled. UNAG handled much of UNHCR’s public awareness campaign through training on refugee issues to various governmental bodies, agencies and media. In addition, UNAG published the “Refugee” magazine.

2006
Food:  TAG managed the bi-monthly distribution of food and non-food items. TAG distributed WFP food rations and UNHCR’s complementary food items (canned fish, sweetened condensed milk, dry soup, iodized salt and black tea) to764 families =i.e all refuges. UNHCR also provided a one-time annual-distribution of the same basic WFP food ration (wheat flour, oil, sugar, and beans) to 1849 host-families.

Domestic needs/household support:  100% of refugees received non-food assistance (toothbrush, toothpaste, towels, washing powder, soap and sanitary napkins) timely on bimonthly basis and in accordance with the schedule set up by UNHCR.

Vulnerable asylum seekers received subsistence allowance and healthcare by UNHCR.  They were able to travel to RSD procedure interviews. (Until status was determined) 

1919 persons/602 Refugee families were provided with firewood.

Water: Water supply Chlorination, testing and epidemiologic control of the water supply was conducted regularly by TAG.  100% of refugee population consumed the adequate quantity (15 liters per day) of portable water. 

Sanitation: Weekly life-skills (sanitation/hygienic) lessons were provided to schools from September to December 2006. The goal of the program was the improved hygiene skills and sanitation conditions among the refugees in Pankisi.

Health: Totally 11725 preventive/curative visits of refugee-patients registered in 3 Pankisi based health points during the year.

5774 local community members received health care assistance and medicines in the Ambulatories. 

37 patients had been treated in Telavi regional hospitals. 261 patients had been examined and treated in the National Clinics in Tbilisi. 358 patients had been referred to Akhmeta district hospitals for inpatient treatment (including Maternity Home). 892 patients received different medicines individually prescribed and procured for them.

6 training sessions/education campaigns conducted: “TB”; “Bird Flu”; “Rickets and Ortho-pathologies”; “Endemic Goiter”; “AIDS Day” and “Baby-Care”. 

Preventive health check on thyroid pathology of women 30-55 performed.

29 patients with dysfunction of Thyroid gland were under observation/treatment of Akhmeta Policlinic endocrinologist.

193 women screened by specialists. 111 women were healthy, when other 82 demonstrated different type of endocrinal pathologies. 

1 cases of nodular goitre - surgery done.

All revealed cases of the thyroid gland chronic dysfunction were supervised and treatment provided.  

100% of mothers with lack of maternal milk received Infant Formula; 416 (400gr) cans of “NAN-NESTLE” were distributed. 

109 CHILDREN of Duisi and Omalo kindergartens had been done the TB diagnostic test – “Mantoux”. 106 adolescents were checked in Duisi and Jokolo schools, 6 TB suspected additionally examined and TB excluded.  

3 new cases of TB diagnosed during a year of operation (2 patients live in Tbilisi and 1 in Duisi). All cases diagnosed on early stage and are adequately treated in the specialized facilities

Shelter: UNHCR along with its Governmental counterpart have conducted basic rehabilitation of one of the collective centers. The windows (by MRA) and doors (by UNHCR) were delivered and installed in one of the Collective Centers in Duisi.  

Community Services: The Georgian and Russian periodicals weekly magazines were distributed to 5 refugee collective centers and other 5 villages settled by the refugees.  Young people visiting the community centre had an opportunity to participate in recreation. > 300 people participated in educational courses.

After rehabilitation session's mental health of 388 clients has improved.

Refugees are more aware of their problems and are able to plan their future. Total mistrust has transformed into differential mistrust, where refugees can identify whom to trust.

The intense work in the valley by GCRT professionals has resulted in decreased nervousness of the population; community members are more aware and involved in resolution of community's general problems.

All cases of extreme vulnerability among patients had been addressed.

35 people received different type of material support (money, household items, and diet products).

Education:  NRC also conducted the assessment of inventory and teaching materials in order to make appropriate and timely maintenance and purchase of necessary school items. In September NRC started the distribution of teaching materials - separate packs of school items (exercise books, pens, pencils, rulers, etc.) were provided to each refugee pupil from the 1st to 11th grades while the Russian textbooks in all subjects were handed to the sector beneficiaries on terms of their return to the school administrations by the end of the academic year. 

Nourishment, conforming to the high-standard child food allowance and consisting of three meals (breakfast, two-course lunch and dessert), was daily provided to the CHILDREN. Each age group was regularly trained in accordance with the appropriate KG teaching program. The program covered oral speech and communication exercises, basic mathematics and alphabet, ecological study as well as various recreational activities (drawing, music, dancing, sporting and other practices).

The following refugees benefited from educational vocational courses: computer course – 150 persons, English classes – 45 persons, Georgian language course – 34 persons, sewing course – 51 persons, dancing – 27 persons, music course – 26, cooking/ culinary course – 42 women, preparatory courses in logical skills – 39 school students (NRC’s contribution). 

In March 43 teachers (20 in Duisi, 13 in Jokolo and 10 in Tsinubani) were individually interviewed on their educational and professional background, process and methodology of study, planning and conduct of lessons, relations with pupils, knowledge of Russian, etc.

In July NRC started the training program: initially the five-day training in general methodology of study was held to 43 teachers of the three schools. The practice was provided in Russian and in Georgian for two language groups of teachers. Afterwards the trainings in all subjects, provided within the secondary education (mathematics, chemistry, physics, biology, history, geography, English, Russian and Georgian) as well as the elementary studies proceeded with the course.

Later in October 2006, as soon as the studies were renewed, NRC proceeded with the advanced training program and practice including new interactive methods and practical skills of teaching. The 35 certified refugee school teachers took part in the training practicing new skills to utilize them further during studies.

Income generation: NRC managed to mobilize and organize 5 community based projects in Duisi, Jokolo, Omalo, Dumasturi villages. NRC community mobilizer started to provide trainings on problem identification, setting priorities and project development. Most of the projects have been oriented on income generation and creation of job opportunities for refugees and locals in Pankisi. 

4 proposals were developed and supported by UNHCR through NRC: arrangement of the carpentry in Duisi; sewing workshops in Duisi and in Birkiani; and beekeeping in Dumasturi. The projects were beneficial for the whole Pankisi community ensuring their improved access to employment, income possibilities as well as increased involvement of women in useful activities.

DRC completed the first two phases of income-generation project - information and mobilization of the communities was conducted as a key component to achieve the objective.

Legal assistance/Protection:  
Cautious attitude of resettlement countries towards accepting resettlement submissions of Chechen refugees has even increased through 2006. The real number of resettled cases, 7 families (19 individuals), was much less than assumed/planned (50 families). 
The Ministry for Refugees and Accommodation (MRA), with the support of UNHCR, opened a branch office in Duisi, the biggest village in Pankisi Valley, for better monitoring of the situation and provision of assistance to the refugees.

The individual counseling was provided by NRC through the legal office daily open in the community centre while the field service was rendered to the refugees from the villages of Jokolo, Birkiani, Khalatsani and Tsinubani.  UNAG provided legal representation to 5 non-Chechen individual cases, and had 3 positive decisions issued by the first instance court on procedural grounds.

In 2006, UNAG under the Refugee Council of Georgia Program organized 6 training for a total of 99 border guards in the framework of the Training Centre of the Georgian Border Police.  It aimed at providing the middle level BP officers with theoretical and practical knowledge in international protection of refugees, including international and local legislations.  UNAG also organized 2 information sessions targeting university students (35 persons) and one seminar for 16 journalists in the lead up to the World Refugee Day.  To demonstrate civilian character of the Pankisi valley (refugee settlement) to the general public, UNAG provided transport for journalists to travel from Tbilisi so that they could cover the event.  

Quarterly newsletter “Refuge” was printed and distributed among beneficiaries, partners and authorities (total 2,000 copies).
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