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Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am very pleased to open the third session of the Committee on Migrant Workers. As you may know, this week the work of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights is particularly focused on the question of migrants: your Committee is in session, the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants is in Geneva for consultations, the inter-agency Geneva Migration Group is being hosted by our High Commissioner on Thursday, and on Friday the Steering Committee on the Promotion of the Ratification of the Convention is organising celebrations on the occasion of International Migrants Day, in which you are invited to participate. 
Before turning to your work programme, allow me first to tell you briefly about some developments since your last session, especially in relation to the reform of the treaty body system. As you know, the 4th inter-Committee meeting met from 20 to 22 June this year and your Committee was represented by you, Mr. Chairman, and by Mrs. Cubias Medina and Mr. El Jamri. You will find the report of the meeting in your files, together with the report of the Chairpersons meeting immediately following it. I am pleased to report that the inter-committee meeting agreed that all treaty bodies would promote ratification of the core human rights instruments and in particular of your Convention.

Following the meeting’s recommendation to establish a technical working group in order to finalize the draft harmonized reporting guidelines, I am happy to report that Mr. Gakwandi participated in this working group last week. I am certain that he will report further to you at some later stage during your meeting. 
At the inter Committee meeting, the High Commissioner also introduced her Plan of Action, which foresees a greater emphasis on country engagement. Treaty bodies can play a crucial role in this respect through the consideration of States reports and the follow-up to their concluding observations. As you know however, the treaty body system faces significant challenges, including late and non reporting by States parties, backlogs in the consideration of reports and/or individual communications by some treaty bodies, and the persisting gap between treaty body recommendations and their implementation at the national level. You are aware of efforts made by the treaty bodies to address these issues by coordinating their working methods and streamlining reporting requirements. Streamlined reporting to all treaty bodies would strengthen the system, allowing all seven committees to function in a strong, unified manner, but perhaps would not be sufficient to address all of the challenges, especially given the prospect of universal ratification and the possibility of further normative instruments creating their own treaty bodies, such as the Disability and the Enforced Disappearances Conventions which are being discussed at present. The High Commissioner is therefore looking into the possibility, in the long term, of consolidating the work of the treaty bodies through the creation of a unified, standing treaty body. 
As you will appreciate, the development of a unified treaty body system raises many questions that need to be solved, ranging from the legal issues involved to criteria for its composition and membership and working methods. At the moment, the secretariat is therefore consulting with a wide range of partners with a view of presenting a concept paper for discussion by treaty bodies, States parties and other stake holders. As you will have seen, on our website we have posted an on-line discussion forum on treaty body reform which is meeting a lot of interest. 
The High Commissioner would thus very much appreciate your views on this important matter. I would therefore suggest that you set some time apart at this session in order to discuss the proposals and contribute to the development of the policy in this regard. 
Let me now turn to your Convention and your work. Since your last session in April, I am happy to report that four additional States have become a party to the Convention, bringing the total to 34 States parties whereas two more States became a signatory to the Convention. So far two States have presented their initial reports: Mali and Mexico. We are confident that others will follow shortly. 

Your present session is in many ways a very important one: for the first time you will prepare for the consideration of a State report by meeting with representatives of other agencies and UN departments as well as non governmental organisations. This marks the beginning of your engagement with the main mandate that has been entrusted to you by the Convention: the monitoring of the implementation of the Convention by States parties. 
This session also demonstrates your willingness to engage in debate in order to further the protection of the rights of migrant workers and members of their families. Many of us are eagerly looking forward to your Day of General Discussion on a very contemporary theme: migration and development. The discussion you will have with representatives of States parties, intergovernmental organisations and civil society will enrich the knowledge about the effect that the protection of the human rights of migrants may have on development, an issue greatly underestimated until now. I expect that the outcome of the debate will assist you in drafting your contribution to the high level dialogue on migration and development which the General Assembly will be holding in September next year.

I wish you a productive and successful session.

Thank you
