	NATIONS   UNIES

HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L’HOMME
	[image: image1.wmf]
	UNITED   NATIONS

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS


COMMITTEE ON MIGRANT WORKERS CELEBRATES 5TH ANNIVERSARY OF ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF ALL MIGRANT WORKERS AND MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES*
Friday 18 April, Palais Wilson, ground floor conference room, 10-13 hours

Internationally renowned experts will address the importance of a human rights based approach to migration and the relevance of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families at a round table organised by the Committee on Migrant Workers.
As people continue to move across borders, migration remains one of the world's most pressing issues. The free movement of goods stimulated by globalisation has not been matched by free movement of people. Still, people move, lawfully or unlawfully, in order to seek work and a livelihood when they find none at home. 
Is there an alternative to the current migration policies applied by many States that are often based on security concerns? What does a rights-based approach to migration entail? How can the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families be of use to States when dealing with migration? 

The roundtable organised on the occasion of the 5th anniversary of the Convention seeks to reinvigorate a discussion on the importance of the Convention in the search for solutions to the challenges raised by global migration. Leading experts from ILO, IOM, States, academia and NGOs, will give their point of view on these questions and engage with the public in a debate on the importance of human rights in the context of today’s migration debate.
The provisional programme of the round table is as follows:

Opening and words of welcome

Chairman of the Committee
Part I

Imperative for a rights based approach to migration in the context of globalization, Patrick Taran, ILO

The importance of the Convention in migrant protection, employment and productivity, Marie -Claire Caloz-Tschopp, University of Lausanne
The relevance of the Convention in light of today’s migration challenges, Ryszard Cholewinski, IOM

Discussion

Part II

The Convention as a tool for migration policy, States parties’ perspective, Ambassador Denis Y. Lepatan, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Philippines; and a representative of Ecuador (name to be confirmed)
Prospects for ratifications of the Convention, Antoine Pecoud, UNESCO 

Action for ratification of the Convention, René Plaetevoet, December 18/EPMWR 
Discussion
The roundtable is open to the public. For accreditation, please contact the secretariat of the Committee on Migrant Workers: cmw@ohchr.org , telephone 022 917 9703.

* The International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families entered into force on 1 July 2003 and counts 37 States parties. It is the leading international instrument dealing with migration and provides comprehensive guidance for the protection of the fundamental rights of migrant workers and members of their families, including those in undocumented status, as well as for additional rights of migrants who are documented. The Convention also provides States with a framework for cooperation on migration-related issues, in order to promote equitable and humane conditions of migration.
