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Monsieur le Président
Distingués Membres du Comité

Mesdames et Messieurs

C’est un plaisir de vous accueillir à Genève pour la session automnale du Comité. Je tiens d’entrée à excuser le Haut Commissaire aux droits de l’homme, Madame Navanethem Pillay, qui ne peut malheureusement ouvrir votre session. Je tiens cependant à vous préciser que depuis son entrée en fonction le 1er septembre 2008, le nouveau Haut Commissaire n’a manqué aucune occasion de souligner l’importance qu’elle donne au travail des huit organes de traités pour la promotion et la protection des droits de l’homme, y compris devant le Conseil des Droits de l’Homme. Madame Pillay m’a demandé de vous relayez ses vœux pour une session fructueuse et pleine de succès. Elle a aussi exprimé le vœu de pouvoir vous rencontrer plus tard dans la semaine et une à cet effet est prévue jeudi matin.   
Activities of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in favour of the rights of migrants
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights has continued to engage in activities to promote the rights of migrants, as reflected in a number of meetings that the Office organised since your last session. In May, the Office co-organised with the African Parliamentary Union, ILO and IOM a conference for African parliamentarians on migration. In September, the Office organised together with the Government of Mexico an international meeting on children and migration. And just two weeks ago, we co-organised with IOM and UNHCR a Regional Conference on Refugee Protection and International Migration in West Africa, which was held in Dakar. We were happy that representatives of the Committee contributed actively in all these meetings, and I trust that you will have time to discuss the outcome of these meetings later this week. 
I would also like to draw to your attention the report by the Global Migration Group entitled “International Migration and Human Rights, challenges and opportunities on the threshold of the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights”. This is the first time that the GMG has produced a joint report and as you may guess from the subject, OHCHR’s contribution has been considerable. You will find a copy of the report on your desk.
Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and gentlemen,

The growth in the number of ratifications of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families has continued since you last met, with two ratifications (by Jamaica and Paraguay) and a signature by Congo. The growth may not be as fast as we may wish, but it is steady and we hope soon to reach the 41 ratifications that would allow your Committee to expand its membership to fourteen. There are positive signs, such as the fact that the outcome of the meetings I just mentioned, and many more, have called for the ratification and promotion of the Convention. We also welcome the fact that at the recent Manila Global Forum on Migration and Development, the question of ratification of the Convention was met on the table, thanks among others to Mr. Prasad Kariyawasam, who represented your Committee at the Manila meeting. No doubt, he will give you a full report of the meeting later this week.
This year has also been marked by the first meetings of the recently established Universal Periodic Review (UPR) under the Human Rights Council. So far thirty-two countries have been reviewed and another 18 are scheduled next month. It is still too early to assess this new international human rights mechanism, but it is evident so far that the rights of migrants are systematically addressed in this high profile context. It can also be affirmed that the recommendations made by treaty bodies are one of the most solid foundations of the UPR review and offer ample opportunities for these recommendations to be followed-up upon. In the same spirit, human rights treaty bodies should be encouraged to follow-up on commitments and pledges made by States as well as on UPR country recommendations.
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Cette session du Comité sera courte - une seule semaine - mais néanmoins intense et générera beaucoup de travail dans le cadre de votre mandat. En premier lieu le Comité continuera l’examen des rapports initiaux des Etats parties dès cet après-midi et demain matin avec le rapport de l’El Salvador. D’autre part, votre réunion avec la Commission des Migrations, des Réfugiés et de la Population de l’Assemblée parlementaire du Conseil de l’Europe est attendue avec beaucoup d’intérêt. Celle-ci se tiendra mercredi après-midi en session publique et traitera des moyens de coopération entre vos deux institutions afin de promouvoir les droits de migrants.
En session privée votre Comité rencontrera également des représentants des organisations intergouvernementales, non-gouvernementales et des institutions nationales des droits de l’homme dans le cadre de la préparation de l’examen des rapports de la Bosnie Herzégovine et celui des Philippines. Finalement, votre Comité continuera ses travaux afin de développer ces méthodes de travail en discutant de la périodicité des rapports sous la Convention et des méthodes de suivi à vos observations finales.

Je vous souhaite une excellente session. Merci beaucoup.

