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Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Committee members,

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me to be with you this morning and to address you on the occasion of the opening of your 5th session.
I should like to briefly inform you of developments since your session in April 2006.
Establishment of the Human Rights Council 
Following the adoption of the General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006 and the elections for membership on 9 May 2006, the Human Rights Council held its first session from 19 to 30 June 2006.

As the main organ within the United Nations system with responsibility for the promotion and protection of human rights, the Council has been mandated to address situations of human rights violations; promote human rights education, technical assistance and capacity-building; contribute to the prevention of human rights violations and respond promptly to human rights emergencies.

Of particular interest for treaty bodies is the Council’s mandate to undertake a universal periodic review of the fulfilment by each State of its human rights obligations and commitments. The General Assembly underlined that such a mechanism shall complement and not duplicate the work of treaty bodies and this is certainly the position of the High Commissioner. 

At its first session in June 2006, the Human Rights Council decided to establish an inter-sessional open-ended intergovernmental working group to develop the modalities of the universal periodic review mechanism. The President of the Council chairs the working group, with the assistance of the Permanent Representative of Morocco (also a member of the Council's Bureau) as facilitator. 
At its second session of the Human Rights Council, held from 18 September to 6 October, the Working Group presented its report on the modalities of this review. Due to lack of time, no decision was adopted on this issue. Consultations will continue and the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review will meet again from 13 to 17 November 2006. 
It may be of interest for you to note that all proposals and other contributions so far made by States, intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations are publicly available on the extranet site of the Human Rights Council.

In her capacity as Chairperson of the meeting of chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies, Ms. Christine Chanet has addressed the Human Rights Council both at its first and its second session. She has explained inter alia that the Council and treaty bodies have complementary roles in the protection of human rights, and that the concluding observations of treaty bodies should form part of the basis of the universal periodic review. 
Among the achievements of the Council at its first session, I would like to mention the adoption of the draft International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, and of the draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which have been submitted to the General Assembly for adoption.

Additionally, the Council has held two special sessions. At its first special session on 5 and 6 July 2006, the Council considered the escalation of the situation in Palestine and other occupied Arab territories.  At its second special session on 11 August 2006, the Council considered the situation of Lebanon and adopted a resolution condemning grave Israeli violations of human rights and breaches of international humanitarian law.  The Council also decided to establish and dispatch a commission of inquiry to Lebanon.  The commission conducted its field mission of inquiry towards the end of September during three weeks. It will submit its report to the third regular session of the Council at the end of November. 
Entry into force of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Committee members, 

Allow me to mention another important event: the entry into force of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment on 22 June 2006. This is indeed a historic milestone in the fight against torture. The Protocol provides for a new monitoring mechanism very different from those established by other treaties in force. Essentially, it will establish a system of regular visits to places of detention carried out by complementary international and national independent expert bodies. Upon ratifying or acceding to the Optional Protocol, States parties will be accepting unannounced visits to places of detention by these bodies.  

International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
On 25 August 2006, the Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities adopted the draft International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.  
The draft convention is the culmination of eight sessions of work of the ad hoc committee which the General Assembly established in 2001. The drafting process was rapid and was characterized by a high level of participation from governments, national human rights institutions and civil society. The draft convention and its Optional Protocol establish a new treaty monitoring body with authority to consider periodic reports and individual communications as well as to undertake inquiries upon receipt of reliable information indicating grave or systematic violations of the convention.

The forthcoming adoption of the draft convention and its Optional Protocol by the General Assembly at its present session will constitute a crucial accomplishment in the field of human rights. It will indeed represent the proper framework to address the often neglected rights of an estimated ten percent of the world’s population, namely 650 million people.

Fifth Inter-Committee Meeting, Eighteenth Meeting of Treaty bodies’ Chairpersons
The Fifth Inter-Committee Meeting and the Eighteenth Meeting of Treaty bodies’ Chairpersons were held in June 2006. Since you were unable to attend, Mr. Chairman, the Committee was represented by Mrs. Cubias and Mr. Sevim.

 Discussions focused on working methods, including follow-up procedures and engagement with a) the Human Rights Council, b) special procedures, c) United Nations Agencies, Funds and Programmes, and d) national human rights institutions. The meeting also discussed indicators for monitoring compliance with international human rights instruments. 

Committee members also considered the outcome of the meeting held on 8 and 9 June 2006 by the working group in charge of examining the approach of treaty bodies to reservations, in which your Committee was represented by Mr El Borai. The report of the meeting is included in your files. This Working Group will meet again in December.

The experts further examined the reform of treaty bodies, namely the harmonized guidelines on reporting as well as the High Commissioner’s proposal for a unified standing treaty body. The latter was also the main issue during the meeting between the Chairpersons and States parties on 22 June 2006. The meeting accepted the revised harmonized guidelines and recommended that the committees apply these guidelines in a flexible manner and suggested that experiences of each committee in this respect be reviewed at the seventh inter-committee meeting in 2008. 

I’m sure that you will have an opportunity to be briefed by your colleagues involved in those various meetings with further details on the results of those meetings. You will find the report of the meetings in your in-session file.   
Please also note that the working group on treaty body reform is currently scheduled for 28 and 29 November 2006, and that the Committee will be required to nominate a representative.

Consultations on the High Commissioner’s concept paper for a unified standing treaty body

Still on the reform of treaty bodies, at the initiative of the Government of Liechtenstein, an informal brainstorming meeting on the High Commissioner’s proposal for a unified standing treaty body was held on 14 to 16 July 2006 in Malbun. Representatives of regional groups, representatives of the United Nations system, NGOs and national human rights institutions attended the meeting. As you know, the meeting was also attended by representatives of each treaty body, including you, Mr. Chairman, and Mr. Sevim. 

An advance copy of the report of the Malbun meeting is also in your files. You may wish to hold further discussions on the reform of treaty bodies and the results of the Malbun meeting during this session. The secretariat will be available to answer any questions you may have in this regard.

In order to allow further consultations and a proper focus on this particular issue which has been so far in parallel with several other reforms (in particular the establishment of the Human Rights Council), a meeting of two days will, in principle, be organized in February 2007 to allow States parties to meet again with the Chairpersons of treaty bodies, as requested by States parties in June 2006. 

High Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development
Mr. Chairperson,

Distinguished Committee members, 

As you know, the General Assembly held its High Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development on 14 and 15 September. The High Commissioner participated in the round table on “Measures to ensure respect for and protection of the human rights of all migrants, and to prevent and combat smuggling of migrants and trafficking in persons”. You will find documentation concerning the High Level Dialogue in your files, including your own written contribution, as well as some papers prepared by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in preparation of the meetings, including a paper on the human rights aspects of migration and development as well as a compilation of relevant observations by treaty bodies and special procedures mandate holders on human rights of migrants. 

I am pleased to report that attendance to the High Level Dialogue was remarkable and that many references were made to respect for human rights as “the necessary foundation for the beneficial effects of migration on development to accrue”. I am certain, Mr. Chairman, that you will report in more detail about the results of the discussions and that you will discuss the possibilities of follow-up. One of the issues discussed at the Dialogue was the creation of a Global Forum on Migration and Development, which Belgium has offered to host sometime next year. 

OHCHR is closely following developments and is looking into ways and means of more active promotion of ratification of the Convention. The High Commissioner, in her opening statement to the second session of the Human Rights Council, emphasized that the migration debate continues to be centred either on the perceived challenges posed by migration, or on its contribution to development and poverty alleviation, but that the inextricable connection of migration with human rights has yet to permeate discussions and policy.  In this context, she stated that the vulnerability of migrants to abuse should warrant a better understanding of their rights, as well as more—not less—protection and she called upon all States that have not yet done so to ratify the Migrant Workers Convention and to encourage other Governments to follow their example.  
Distinguished Committee members,

You have a busy session ahead of you. Today you will start the consideration of the initial report of Mexico, which is sure to attract a lot of interest. You will also be meeting with NGOs and UN agencies in preparation of the consideration of the report of Egypt. You may also wish to start discussing a more pro-active approach towards States parties to remind them of their reporting obligations. In this connection, I am happy to inform you that the initial report of Ecuador was received by the secretariat last Friday. Further, you will be discussing treaty body reform as well as follow-up to the General Assembly’s High Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development. I wish to assure you that you can count on the continuing support of the office to assist you in this important work.
Before concluding, I would like to inform you that Mrs María-Francisca Ize-Charrin took up her new functions as Director of the Operations, Programmes and Research Division as of 1 July and that Mr. Bacre N’Diaye assumed his new functions of  Director of the Procedures Division as of 19 July 2006. 
I wish you a very successful session.
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