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The Office of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) will host a side event at the 64th session of the General Assembly on the role of Special Procedures as early warning mechanisms. Presented in a round table format with the High Commissioner as introductory speaker, several panellists, and respondents from the floor, the event will take place on 23 October, during the week when a number of Special Procedures mandate holders are scheduled to report to the Third Committee. 
Background

Early warning can be understood as the process of collecting and analysing information in relation to areas of crisis for the purpose of identifying and recommending strategic options for preventive measures. Alerting the international community about emerging issues is a critical part of prevention and management of violent conflicts, humanitarian crises, natural disasters and other situations of concern at the local, regional and global levels. Violations of human rights are often among the root causes of such situations, and the monitoring, analysis and advocacy work of United Nations Special Procedures can enhance early warning. 
A number of examples demonstrate the actual or potential role Special Procedures play in early warning processes. In August 1993, the Special Rapporteur on Summary or Arbitrary Executions published a report on Rwanda, flagging that violence against Tutsis might fall under the scope of the Genocide Convention. The warning was not heeded. Eight months later (and only a few weeks after the report was discussed in the Commission on Human Rights) some 800,000 people were killed. More recently, in January 2009, the Representative of the Secretary-General on the Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons warned that military operations against a rebel group in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo could result in violent reprisals against the civilian population. Reprisals did occur, and U.N. operations to contain them are ongoing. 
Early warning extends, however, beyond situations of armed conflict. The Special Procedures system covers the entire range of human rights. Mandate holders study emerging civil, cultural, economic, political and social issues from a human rights perspective, which may be different from that of political, social, economic or military analysts. The global food crisis, the impact of climate change on migration and other population movements, and the repercussions of the economic and financial crises for those most vulnerable to human rights violations are among the developments with wider implications that have been highlighted by Special Procedures at a very early stage and raised in fora such as the Human Rights Council and the General Assembly.
Effective channels of communication and institutionalized cooperation that open the way for taking appropriate preventive action could be enhanced to ensure that information emanating from Special Procedures is systematically taken up by institutions and entities working on early warning in political, social, economic and other relevant areas, and notably in the peace and security field. For instance, UN practice allows special rapporteurs to consult on ad hoc basis with the Security Council under the so- called “Arria Formula”, on specific issues that fall within the scope of their mandates. More could be done to ensure improved linkages between the Special Procedures mechanisms and UN entities. When drawing attention to emerging issues, mandate holders need to make their contributions accessible, topical and relevant to early warning and UN entities should take into account mandate holders findings when taking action to de-escalate emerging issues. 
Notably since the adoption of Security Council resolution 1325 of 31 October 2000 on women, peace and security and of subsequent resolutions, progress has been made on incorporating gender-sensitive indicators into existing early warning information collection and analysis mechanisms, and through integrating gender perspectives when formulating response options.  In this regard, and given the recent adoptions of resolutions 1820, 1888 and 1889, the Round Table might consider how the potential or actual role of Special Procedures might make a contribution to enhancing gender perspectives.
Objectives 
The round table should:

· Draw attention to the relevance and added value of the work (and working methods) of Special Procedures in relation to early warning and as mechanisms that focus the attention of the international community on emerging issues
· Provide evidence of fruitful interaction between Special Procedures and other United Nations and/or regional and/or national entities that have made significant contributions in this area or have the potential to do so 

· Provide evidence of the contribution of Special Procedures to gender-sensitive early warning 

· Provide suggestions on how to create stronger institutional links between human rights and political early warning mechanisms and open channels of communication between New York- and Geneva‑based processes; and
· Raise the overall profile of Special Procedures in New York
Outcome and Outreach

· A summary of the discussion could be prepared and distributed, including through posting in the OHCHR website, to increase the impact and serve as a future reference document.
· Suggestions could be communicated to UN entities and other stakeholders in a follow-up paper prepared by OHCHR.
Participants 
The round table will be opened by the High Commissioner and moderated by the Director of the New York Office of the OHCHR.  

Participants will include: 
· as panellists:
· Special Procedures mandate holders Ms. Asma Jahangir, SR on freedom of religion or belief and former SR on summary or arbitrary executions, and Mr. Olivier De Schutter, SR on the right to food
· as respondents from the floor:
· other special procedures mandate holders present for the GA

· one or more SRSGs or SASGs
· other representative(s) of UN entities
· representatives from civil society 
The Director of the Special Procedures Division will be in attendance.

The organizers will make an effort to aim for geographic and gender balance among introductory speakers/panellists.
Modalities

Date: Friday 23 October

Lunchtime round table (90 minutes) from 1.15 – 2.45 pm

Location: ECOSOC Chamber, UN HQ, New York
Speaking times:  Introduction (HC), Panellists, Respondents: 5 minutes each 
Presentations will be followed by Q&A with the audience.
