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Note on the 34th session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 25 April - 13 May 2004, and its Pre-Sessional Working Group, 17-20 May 2004 
1. The Committee considered and adopted concluding observations on the following State parties’ reports: the initial reports of: Zambia (E/1990/5/Add.60; E/C.12/1/Add.106); the People’s Republic of China (including Hong Kong and Macau) (E/1990/5/Add.59; E/C.12/1/Add.107); and Serbia and Montenegro (E/1990/5/Add.61; E/C.12/1/Add.108); and the fourth periodic report of Norway (E/C.12/4/Add.14; E/C.12/1/Add.109).
2. At the beginning of the session the Committee elected its Bureau for a term of two years as follows: Chairperson: Ms. Virginia Bonoan-Dandan (Philippines) - re-elected. Three vice-chairpersons: Ms. Rocio Barahona Riera (Costa Rica) – new; Mr. Azzouz Kerdoun (Algeria) - re-elected; Mr. Eibe Riedel (Germany) - re-elected. Rapporteur: Mr. Yuri Kolosov (Russian Federation) – new.
3.  At its 21st meeting, held 10 May 2005, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, under agenda item 5 (Substantive issues arising in the implementation of the Covenant), considered and adopted the General comment no.16 on article 3 of the Covenant(equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights)(E/C.12/2005/3). Committee members expressed their thanks to the non-governmental organizations and members of civil society who contributed to the drafting of the General Comment, and in particular International Women's Rights Action Watch (IWRAW)  and its Director Dr. Marsha Freeman (Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota, USA).
4. At its 22nd meeting, on 10th May 2005, the Committee, under agenda item 5, held its Meeting with States parties to the ICESCR (attended by 49 States parties). The meeting focused on the proposed optional protocol to the Covenant. 
5. Treaty body reform: The Committee discussed the draft guidelines on an expanded core document and members met on 17 May with Mr. Filali to provide the Committee’s input into his report, which will be presented to the Inter-Committee Meeting in June 2005.
6. Meeting of UNESCO/CESCR Joint Expert Group (JEG) on the monitoring of the right to education held at UNESCO headquarters, Paris, on 2 May 2005. The JEG among other things requested UNESCO national commissions to compile data which could be used by CESCR in its consideration of State parties’ reports.

7.      The Committee scheduled for consideration at its 35th session, to be held in Geneva (Palais Wilson) from 7 - 25 November 2005, the following State parties’ reports: the initial reports of Slovenia (E/1990/5/Add.62), Uzbekistan (E/1990/5/Add.63) and Monaco (E/1990/5/Add.64); the second period report of Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (E/1990/6/Add.38); and the third period report of Austria (E/1994/104/Add.27).
8.        The Committee also decided to continue its consideration at its next session of Draft General Comments on article 6 (the right to work), and article 15 (1)(c) (the right of everyone to benefit from the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he [or she] is the author) of the Covenant.
9. The following members of the Committee were designated by the Chairperson to serve as members of the Committee’s Pre-sessional working group, which will meet from 28 November to 2 December 2005: Mr. P.Texier; Mr. A. Rzeplinski; Mr. J. Marchan-Romero; Mr. A. Pillay; and Mr. W. Sadi.  
10. The Pre-Sessional Working Group of the Committee met from 17 - 20 May 2005, and adopted lists of issues with respect to the following State parties' reports: the initial report of Albania (E/1990/5/Add.67; E/C.12/Q/ALB/1); the second periodic reports of Morocco (E/1994/104/Add.29; E/C.12/Q/MAR/2) and El Salvador (E/1990/6/Add. 39; E/C.12/Q/SLV/2); and the fourth periodic report of Canada (E/C.12/4/Add.14; E/C.12/Q/CAN/2).
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