Tobacco Control and the Right to Health in Argentina

The Human Rights and Tobacco Control Network (HRTCN) has reviewed Argentina’s report to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights with respect to tobacco control and the right to health. HRTCN commends Argentina for making progress on tobacco control during the recovery period following its economic and currency crisis at the beginning of the decade. Argentina’s report outlines the National Program for Tobacco Control under the Ministry of Health, but contains few details on tobacco control in Argentina. 

Argentina remains one of the few non-Party States to the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. Argentina signed the FCTC in 2003, but has yet to ratify the Framework Convention. Ratification would strengthen tobacco control and the right to health in Argentina by obligating the Argentine government to act on the statements of principles and actionable steps included in the FCTC. 

HRTCN also calls the Committee’s attention to high prevalence of tobacco use in Argentina. According to the Global Youth Tobacco Survey, one-quarter of Argentine youth currently smoke cigarettes and over half are exposed to second-hand smoke at home.
 Argentina’s report to the Committee acknowledges that tobacco remains highly accessible and retains a positive image in Argentine society. Smoking also remains common among Argentine medical professionals. One-third of medical students reported current smoking in 2005, and only 5% had received training on tobacco control or smoking cessation.
 

In light of these concerns, HRTCN asks the Committee to raise the following issues to Argentina’s country representative:

1. Ratify the FCTC: Urge Argentina to ratify the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control and mainstream its articles and protocols into the National Program for Tobacco Control. Ratification would require Argentina to regularly report on progress to the international community; it is the only country in South America to not have ratified the Convention. 

2. Clean Indoor Air Laws: Draft and pass national clean indoor air legislation to reduce exposure to environmental smoke at schools, offices, restaurants/bars and public spaces.  A national law is in progress for implementation later in 2011, but it still has exemptions.
3. Tobacco Taxes: Increase tobacco excise taxes to encourage smoking cessation and discourage initiation into smoking. A World Health Organization review concluded that tobacco price increases are the single most effective intervention to reduce demand for tobacco.  
4. Smoking Cessation: 1. Strengthen education on tobacco control and smoking cessation among health professionals and encourage smoking cessation among the medical community to create smoke-free role models. 2. Expand smoking cessation services including quit lines and access to pharmacotherapy, particularly in light of high exposure among youth to passive smoking at home.

5. Tobacco Industry Influence: Counter tobacco industry influence and capture of public health policymaking. Transnational tobacco companies and their Argentine subsidiaries have consistently acted to undermine comprehensive tobacco control measures in Argentina.

6. Tobacco Agriculture: Mainstream tobacco control into agricultural development schemes to help farmers transition away from growing tobacco.   

� Global Youth Tobacco Survey (GYTS) Survey (�HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/%20tobacco/global/gtss/index.htm"�http://www.cdc.gov/ tobacco/global/gtss/index.htm�)


� Global Health Professions Student Survey (GHPSS) Survey (�HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/%20tobacco/global/gtss/index.htm"�http://www.cdc.gov/ tobacco/global/gtss/index.htm�)
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