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We hope that the Committee will question all states on their progress towards eliminating all corporal punishment of children, and make recommendations that states parties prohibit corporal punishment in the home, schools, the juvenile justice system and other institutions and forms of childcare, and support this with appropriate public education and professional training on positive, non-violent forms of discipline.

MOROCCO (third report – E/1994/104/Add.29)

Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. Children have limited protection from violence and abuse under the Criminal Code and the Family Code (2004).

Corporal punishment in schools was prohibited by Ministerial direction in 2000, but there is no explicit prohibition in law. It is unlawful in the penal system. We have been unable to ascertain the legality of corporal punishment in other institutions and forms of childcare apart from foster care, where there is no explicit prohibition.
In its concluding observations on the State party’s second report in 2003, the Committee on the Rights of the Child expressed concern “at the apparently ongoing, and rather common use of corporal punishment in schools” and recommended that the State party “take legislative measures to prohibit all forms of physical and mental violence, including corporal punishment and sexual abuse of children in the family, schools and in institutions” and “carry out public education campaigns about the negative consequences of ill-treatment of children and promote positive, non-violent forms of discipline as an alternative to corporal punishment” (CRC/C/15/Add.211, paras 42, 43). It had also recommended measures to prevent and combat corporal punishment in its previous concluding observation of 1996 (CRC/C/15/Add.60, Concluding observations on initial report, para 27).
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