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                  Summary            




Save the Children in Northern Ireland:  Comments on the fifth periodic report submitted by the UK Government re. Implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
1.The UK Government report makes little reference to Northern Ireland or the denial of children’s economic, social and cultural rights here. Save the Children in Northern Ireland would ask the committee to consider our evidence of lack of progressive realisation during examination of the UK Government’s report. 
2.Evidence of retrogression – 
2.1 Child poverty figures 
· Child poverty rates, with 29% of children living in poverty, are increasing, yet no agreement on an anti-poverty strategy for Northern Ireland, with budgeted actions to meet the child poverty targets.
· Persistent child poverty is at 21% in Northern Ireland compared to 9% in GB

2.2 Income poverty
· low level of benefits and wages; problem of benefit uptake; age-based discrimination in benefits and wages; highest level of low paid employment in UK; welfare reform to ‘encourage’ lone parents into work despite lack of affordable and accessible child care

· Rising costs of staples – eg. 28% increase in gas prices - compounding depth of child poverty

· Impact of increasing costs underscores need for mixed measure of child poverty

2.3 Increasing inequalities associated with child poverty – 

· health – death rate for babies born to parents living in deprived areas is a third higher than for country as a whole – has risen from 23%
· education – increasing gap in educational attainment between poor and non-poor children
· home and neighbourhood – housing stress and homelessness at record levels – 50% increase in number of homeless families with dependent children over previous ten years

· Play and social development – low priority given by government to play, cultural and leisure activities of children and young people, with resulting negative impact on poorest children
3 No progress on Single Equality Bill.

4 No consultation with children and young people.

5 The committee may wish to ask the UK Government to detail the specific actions and budget allocations to meet the targets of halving child poverty by 2010, ending severe child poverty by 2012 and ending child poverty by 2020 in Northern Ireland. 
