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The information given in this report focuses on the consequences of a highly perturbing global development, the use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in the area of agriculture, which in India has now resulted in about two hundred thousands of farmer-suicides. It seriously violates the economic, social and cultural rights of Indian farmers.

India in particular is one of the most affected countries worldwide by this development. It is the world’s fourth-largest producer of genetically modified agricultural products, the large-scale cultivation of GM cotton. 

India as a country has made great strides in economic growth in the last years.

However the rural economy has suffered serious decline. The introduction of GMO`s

especially Bt. Cotton has also brought a  drasticall increase of many negative consequences particulary for the poor and the people in agriculture. Increasing rates of export and a great increase of big business investing in India has also brought an increase of poverty and dependency of farmers on corporate seed supply.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            We are very concerned about this crisis  increasing caused by further planned steps of government to introduce GMO’s on a large scale by also dismantling the biosafety regulation (9/11).
As one consequence of this development of GMO`s  the rights of the people to self determination, the right to food, the right to health, the right of children´s protection are already being massively infringed in India.

A further result of this development are the suicides of more than hundred thousand of farmers, because they see no way out of their increasing debts and their situation.

That’s why we are urging the government of India

· to forbid GMOs in the area of food production and agriculture in India by law

· give compensation for the economic losses of farmers who have been producing bt-cotton and failed

· to secure the access to food also for the poorest people  with immediate measures

· to forbid children´s  work in production of Bt. Cotton hybrids
We are requesting the committee on economic, social and cultural rights to present its concerns about the violations of economic, social and cultural rights caused by the use of BT-cotton and the planned increase of GM-field – trials in India and to formulate recommendations to the Government of India on how to end these violations.


Dr. Vandana Shiva
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1.)  Introduction

The following texts of different international publications give a good first overview about the acut situation of human right violations in India:

Jean Ziegler writes in his report about the situation of the right to food in India from summer 2005: “.. he is concerned, that India still has the largest number of permanently and chronically undernourished people .. in the world, and that hunger and malnutrition have been increasing since the second half of the 1990s.” (report p. 18).

The current status of malnutrition is as follows –

Underweight children below five years
43%

Underweight children below five years
55 million

Malnourished below five years
47%

(In Least developed countries figures is 35%)

Malnourished below five years
60 million

Neonatal death (1st 28 Days (in the world 4 million)
1 million

Low birth weight (less than 2.5 kg (in the world 19 million)
8.3 million

Anaemic children below 3 years
75%

India’s population with food insecurity
35%

2006 more than  200.000 farmers were forced to commit suicide – and daily there will be more ….

“Farmer suicides in India”: “It would be more humane to bombard the country.”- “They were given GM seeds and the promise of abundant harvests – now the fields are rotting, and the farmers are swallowing the pesticides themselves” (SZ 4. / 5. Nov. 2006 S. 3)
Gourmet Report - 11.12.2007 :

GM cotton pushes Indian farmers into death

GM cotton did not bring Indian small farmers the benefits they had hoped for. The high-yield seed was able to keep away pests only for a few years. After three to five years, harvests began to fall again, as the pests had become resistant to the chemical poisons. Eventually, the chemical companies advised farmers to use even higher doses of pesticides. With this, a deadly circle had started, which in the passed years has claimed the lives of ten thousands of farmers who committed suicide, as they could see no way out of the debt trap.

“Monsanto BT Cotton – gentechnology and death” ( HYPERLINK "http://www.finanso.de/blog/" www.finanso.de/blog/ monsanto-bt-contton-gentechnik-und-der-tod/): 521 farmers have already committed suicide this year in Vidabha, last year there were over 1.200 taking their own lives. Almost all of them drank pesticides, some of them put fire at themselves … over 6000 farmers have already killed themselves in Vidarbha, over 2 million are indebted”

“As … the example of India shows, the agro-gentech-industry does not create new jobs, but rather destroy jobs and generate social misery. A handful of Monsanto employees and their likes have the power to tyrannise farmers around the world …
… The widespread cultivation of a genetically engineered cotton variety patented by Monsanto … has caused widespread crop failures, driving thousands of Indian cotton farmers into desperate poverty. Since Monsanto's GE cotton was introduced  20.000 bankrupt farmers have committed suicide".  (Science Review Letter 5 Nr. 64 15.11.2006).
„GM cotton has turned out being a ruinous adventure for millions of farmers and has pushed thousands into suicide because of massive debt.“(“Gentechnik in Indien“ Nachrichten 17.42007).

“In Andrah Pradesh alone over 2000 people have taken their lives … 10 – 12.000 families are now facing total ruin …” („Asiatischer Dämpfer für grüne Gentechnologen, 10.7.05)

„Today the largest number of farmer suicides happens in this area, where Monsanto seeds are widespread.“ (Vandana Shiva, Times of India,  HYPERLINK "http://www.lobbywatch.org" www.lobbywatch.org Nr. 45 18.6.2007)
This agribusiness acts worldwide and is supported by the US government; they think in terms of profit ignoring health and welfare of humans. “Ruling food means ruling mankind” was a saying of Henry Kissinger’s. Thus, Governments no longer fulfill the needs of their people, but follow the path of profit of some big agribusiness corporations in their attempt to govern globalisation.

This tendency resulted just in many thousand of human-right-violations in the areas of food, health, self-determination and work in India leading to the destruction of farmer’s livelihoods and to suicides of over 100.000 of farmers (this data was presented by the Agriculture Minister in May 2006).

We sincerely hope, that the committee for economic, social and cultural rights is able and willing to stop immediately further suicides and hunger and help out in order to support people’s rights which are written down in the International Pact of economic, social and cultural Rights.

2.)   Situation in India – reasons for the human-right-violations:

How many people are concerned in India?

In India about 59 % of the over one billion inhabitants work in agriculture – an important sector of the Indian economy. More than every second Indian either works in the production of food or cotton.
India is the 7. - largest country on Earth, and has about 1 billion inhabitants – so it is after China the country with the most inhabitants worldwide.

The agriculture sector is with 59, 4 % the largest employment sector in India.   The agricultural market contributes about 21 % to the financing of the Indian budget.  The biggest exports are agricultural products, especially cotton, wheat and rice. India is the second-largest producer of wheat and rice in the world.  

The “Chief Justice of the Uttar Pradesh High Court .. said … on the Right to Food:

” in a country where there is plenty of food, every child, woman and man dying from hunger is assassinated”.

(report of Jean Ziegler about he right to food in India, summer 2005, p. 16)

Reasons for human right violations in India:

“Indian agriculture is experiencing corporate take-over. This means: farmers are losing their millennia-old knowledge and their skills in dealing with the earth and the biological diversity. Here in India we are witnessing one of the worst human tragedies … (Deutsche Welle „Grüne Gentechnik – Fluch oder Segen? Teil 5: Indien, Jan. 2005).

„Total phasing of global agriculture is the goal of the two giants in the business, Pioneer and Monsanto. After taking over the main competitors, the two now stand as the only Global Players in the business. The two corporations have downright divided up the market among themselves. … Today 90% of GM seeds marketed worldwide are produced and sold by Monsanto. Monsanto’s second important pillar is patenting, especially of staple foods that have been cultivated on earth for millenia. This sort of activity is called bio-piracy.” (We feed the world S. 39) …. 

“The market leaders in the seed industry, Pioneer Hi-Bred and Monsanto, have in the passed years deprived many people of their material as well as physical existence.” (We feed the world  S.- 52)

At the end of March 2002, the cultivation of GM BT cotton has been approved by the Indian Genetic Engineering Approval Committee (GEAC). 25% of the world’s yearly production of cotton is grown in India. With over 8 million hectares, India has the world’s largest area of cultivated cotton, while being only the 3rd producer after the US and China.  (FAZ 7.11.2007 S. N1)

About one third of India’s farmers grow cotton - … Today India’s agriculture, still the basis of subsistence for two thirds of the 1.2 billion Indians, no longer exclusively serves the purpose of self-sufficiency. Nowadays it’s about getting shares on the world market. (Deutsche Welle „Grüne Gentechnik – Fluch oder Segen“ Teil 5, Indien. Jan. 2005)

Mahyco is the company producing transgenic cotton in India. US seed company Monsanto holds shares of 26%. (Bio-scope.org 16.4.2002 „Transgene Baumwolle in Indien zugelassen“).

„Over 2.5 million small farmers … have … planted GM cotton this year – on over 5 million hectares of land. This corresponds to a quadruplication in less than 3 years. Nowhere else on the planet has the green gentechnology experienced such soaring sales as in India.” (FAZ 7.11.2007 S. N 1).
„IDE-India (International Development Enterprise), a partner organisation of development aid agency Misereor, has evaluated the report „BT-Cotton in India: Two Years of Failure“, containing four studies on the cultivation of GM cotton. According to the report, harvests of GM cotton were significantly lower. The genetic modification did yield only limited protection against bollworm and was moreover ineffective against other pests such as plant louse. Harvests and quality of the GM cotton were significantly lower than with conventional cotton, so that many farmers have to face significant losses at the end of the season.” (GM cotton in India not a success” v. 12.5.2004,  HYPERLINK "http://www.vistaverde.de/news/Wissenschaft" www.vistaverde.de/news/Wissenschaft)

An interview with Vandana Shiva, winner of the alternative nobel prize, illustrates the situation in India:

Agro-corporations threaten the existence of small farmers

In the last ten years 150.000 small farmers have committed suicide in India. Why?

VANDANA SHIVA: 

Small farmers’ suicides concentrate in the cotton belt of the provinces Karnataka, Adhra Pradesh, Vidharbha and Punjab. The main reason is the introduction of the genetically modified BT cotton seed by monopolistic agro-corporation Monsanto. Its corporate agents bought up all other seed companies in the area, so that only Monsanto BT cotton seeds would be sold on the market. What Monsanto middlemen also did was to buy conventional regional cotton seeds from small farmers and destroy them.

What were the consequences?

SHIVA: Farmers used to be able to reproduce conventional regional seeds several times. Monsanto’s GM seeds however cannot be reproduced. One needs to buy them anew every year. Since the GM BT cotton seeds are ten times more expensive than conventional seeds, farmers had and still have to borrow money and incur debt. In order to bring in those costs again, they need to produce more and that’s where the vicious circle starts. Overproduction requires an increased use of pesticides and fertilisers. The consequences: farmers get more and more indebted, are no longer able to pay back their credits and commit suicide. Because of that, and also because of the arrival of big supermarket chains such Walmart and Reliance, food prices increased. These corporations are pushing aside and threatening 40 million small food stores and food vendors in India.

Why does ecological agriculture yield higher productivity and higher gains to farmers than monocultures do on a same surface?

SHIVA: Indigenous ecological agriculture is based, particularly in tropical countries, on the cultivation of mixed cultures. Also, in a healthy rotation system, varied crop and vegetable varieties are cultivated. Research – for example those of Professor Jules Pretty of Essex University – have shown that farmers in countries such as India, Kenia, Brazil, Guatemala or Honduras have doubled or tripled their incomes, when they switched to ecological or half-ecological agriculture. In industrial agriculture and in monocultures, the input of used resources such as fertilisers, pesticides, water, fossil fuels and energy (machines) is higher than the produced output.

Industrial agriculture is increasingly destroying the biological diversity of animal species and vegetable plants. What consequences does the destruction of biodiversity have?

SHIVA: Farmers who plant soy or cotton monocultures are more vulnerable in case of drought or other climate changes than those farmers cultivating an ecological diversity of wheat, vegetables and fruit crops. On the one hand, indigenous regional varieties of ecologically producing farmers are more resistant to extreme climate conditions than seeds from agro-chemical companies for monocultures. On the other hand, in cases of drought there are always some crops that survive on diversified cultures, while on monocultures everything is ruined.
(Südwestpresse 29.08.2007)
3.) Violations of the right to an adequate standard of leaving, including food, and the right to be free from hunger  (Article 11)

Like Jean Ziegler writes in his report “The right to food – Mission to India” from summer 2005 about the situation of the right to food in India “… there are signs that hunger and food insecurity have increased since the second half of the 1990s  … “(p.5) “ 25 % living below the national poverty line and 80 % living on less than US$ 2 per day …it is estimated, that the poorest 30 per cent of households eat less than 1.700 kilocalories per day (..int. minimum standard: 2.100 kc pd) even if they spend 70 per cent of their income on food. … it is also a sign of increasing food insecurity amongst the poorest …    the hungry … are primarily  … living in rural areas and depend on agriculture, working as .. farmers with less than one hectare of land. … “ (p.6)

This right is no longer ensured for most farmers in India. The greatest danger to secure these right is the destruction of livelihoods as follow of cotton-planting with GM-seed. 

Corporations have managed to have gentechnology accepted worldwide as “the only way to feed humanity”. “However, trends and effects of gentechnology have shown that gentechnology in agriculture is a warranty for crop failures and therefore for shortage of food … “Indeed, gentechnology can push aside and destroy only those foods that ensure food security in the various habitats.”
(V. S. in “Gefahr Gentechnik”  S. 218)
Jean Ziegler in his India-report about the right to food:

“The shift towards a more export oriented economy has seen a shift from subsistence to cash crops, reducing the cultivation of grains, pulses and millet for household food consumption. With cash crops requiring increasingly expensive inputs such as seeds and fertilizer, many farmers have been pushed heavily into debt, which seems to explain the crisis of farmer suicides …  It has also brought greater pressure … with landless households increasing dramatically over the 1990s to around 45 per cent of rural households. Along with falling agricultural wages and rising food prices, these trends seem to have contributed to growing food insecurity amongst the poorest, especially in rural areas” (p. 8).

A reason endangering these rights is the threat of dependency of farmers on big agribusiness, which is acting quite unreasonably using false promises: 

“Monsanto told the farmers at that time that there would be larger harvests, that everything would be more nutritious and that we would need fewer chemicals!" (P. Schmeiser, Canadian farmer, in “Danger Genetic Engineering“ ed. M. Grössler, p. 194)

Percy Schmeiser, an canadian farmer, about the situation of farmers worldwide after using GM-crops:  “So we could see that everything they had told us about the use of less chemicals was wrong and invented. The yield… has already fallen by 6.4% and the yield of soy beans has sunk by at least 15 percent. The genetic engineering companies continue to withhold the fact that the quality is around half as good as that of conventional …. We thus have less yield, more use of chemicals, a new super weed and significantly lower quality.”    “Danger Genetic Engineering” ed. M. Grössler, p. 196)

“Yields from cotton sells were able to cover only the costs for pesticides. That was not enough to buy enough food for the family. Farmers started to borrow money from those firms that had sold them the chemistry for the cotton cultivation in the first place. At the same time those firms were also dictating the prices for cotton, as they were the only buyers.  An independent study that evaluated five percent of the harvests of small farmers in the first cultivation season of Bt cotton showed the following figures: with constant pesticides costs and costs for Bt cotton being three times higher, the net profit deriving from Bt cotton was 73.5 Dollars and from GM-free cotton 305 Dollars per hectare.“(Gourmet Report 11.12.2007 – Gentech-Baumwolle treibt indische Bauern in den Tod“)
A long-term study in Andhra Pradesh/ India showed that GMO-farmers grew less than 60% in the last three years compared to conventional seed farmers. More then 10,000 small scale farmers have nothing left to live on.  (HYPERLINK "http://www.heise.de/"www.heise.de / Artikel „Asiatischer Dämpfer für grüne Gentechnologen“ von Gerhard Klas from july 10, 2005).
“There were 110 suicides committed in August by Vidarbha farmers unable to overcome wrenching poverty or repay their debts. Vidarbha Jan Andolan Samiti reports that more than 800 farmers have taken their lives since January 2007 in Maharashtra state. Since June 2005 … desperate farmers have killed themselves across India, leaving their wives and children in even worse financial situations than when they were alive. "Vidarbha was once a white gold mine. We gave the world the best soft cotton. Our cotton was liked by Europeans because it was cheap and shirts made from our cotton kept them warm," Tiwari said.

Tiwari explains that while the cost of healthcare, education and food have all gone up, farmers' earnings are sinking into the negative zone. He cites a government survey showing that a Vidarbha cotton farmer earns minus 400 rupees. In other words, said Tiwari, "He is not earning anything." 

At the root of the thousands of suicides among Vidarbha cotton farmers is a credit squeeze by legitimate banks, which forces them to depend on illegal money-lenders, while they must use expensive genetically modified seeds, pesticides and fertilizers. 

The central government has failed to provide a minimum support price for cotton farmers that is equal to the cost of production. 

The combination of all these factors is driving farmers over the brink.”

 (Vidarbha Farmers' Suicides Inspire Highway Blockade Across India
ENS, 3 October 2007  HYPERLINK "http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/oct2007/2007-10-03-01.asp" http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/oct2007/2007-10-03-01.asp)

“The follow up of these crop failures was, that in India ….. farmers “escaped” this situation by suicide as they saw no way out due to high debts. In Argentina, 10 years after the start-up of GMO-growth, 160,000 farmers have lost their jobs and have nearly nothing to eat.” (HYPERLINK "http://www.proleben.at/unsl.htm"www.proleben.at/unsl.htm).


 A further problem as follow of the Bt-cotton ruins the base of life and food of the farmers:

“Goats and sheep grazing on post-harvest Bt-cotton fields were found dead … in 2006 and the first two months of 2007.  The Andhra Pradesh government has advised farmers not to allow animals to graze on Bt-cotton fields after four institutes reported the presence of toxins in them. … “The deaths have resulted in huge economic losses for farmers” ( HYPERLINK "http://www.hindustantimes.com/" www.hindustantimes.com/ 17. June 2007 “BT cotton can kill farm animals”)

This proves that the future of agriculture is clearly to be found in organic farming and not in the cultivation of genetically engineered plants. The Indian Government should therefore stop immediately the use of GM cotton in order to ensure the livelihoods of its farmers and to prevent a further spread of the cultivation of GMOs.  

 Article 11 (2):
a)“in order to increase the methods for the production, durability and distribution of food with the full aid of technical and scientific knowledge ... as well as by the development or reform of agricultural systems... with the aim of maximum  production and use of natural sources”

b) „in order to ensure a corresponding fair distribution of food in the world

considering the problems of the exporting and importing countries”.  

 In Summary also from the informations before  GMO is not the right method to increase the situation of agriculture and food-security in the world, also it destroys natural sources and minimize the harvests. “A lie in the propaganda of the GMO-industry was unmasked: it is not true that GMOs need less pesticides but the truth is that GMOs need more pesticides year by year”. (“More pesticides are sprayed over GMO”, scientific study by Benbrook in Ökologo 1/2004, p.2 ). An increase of 50-60 % is found (“Uneconomical in the long run” by Klaus Faissner in “Danger Genetic Engineering”, p.234). 

“10 years after the introduction of GMOs in agriculture it can be stated: none of the promises of agribusiness have come true: neither higher yields nor better ecology. On the contrary, the ecological consequences are a severe catastrophe. Treasures of nature have become a victim of maximization of profit. Through the excessive use of total herbicides, the soils are damaged so much that they are going to lose their fertility soon resulting in a drastic decrease of harvest.” („Gen-Pflanzen erfüllen Erwartungen nicht“ Andreas Bauer, Umweltnachrichten 100 / 2004 p. 25) 

The end result is that through GMOs “the maintenance and sustainable use of natural resources” (part II, guideline 2, 2.5) - which is claimed by FAO guidelines – is no longer secured in India.
„Genetic engineering fighting against the hunger in the world”

Like told just Jean Ziegler: 

Our world produces so much food, that we could feed the double of people living on it – twelve billions. The problem is not, that we have not enough for feeding all people, the problem is the right distribution of it, so that all would have enough.

“It is grotesque to identify agro-industries which apply GMOs with all mentioned problems as being able “to solve the problem of hunger”, when they are creating hunger, destroying soils,  polluting ecosystems and monopolizing power.” („GM-plants don´t fulfil expectations“, Andreas Bauer, Umweltnachrichten 100 / 2004, p. 24)

The world’s population could be fed quite well without hunger if the distribution of food was carried out together with efforts to maintain or enhance fertility of soils and to maintain biodiversity. Thus, GMOs in food production and agriculture are not contributing towards solve the problem of hunger, they are intensifying it.

Developing countries have found out,  that “GMOs are destroying biodiversity that has been developed during the last thousands of years. Therefore GMOs also destroy the ability of the people to feed themselves.  Development policy organisations like “Christian Aid” or “Brot für die Welt“  consider GMOs, the so called “green gentechnology” as contra productive, increasing hunger and poverty. …  In short: in order to ensure food security in the world, we must improve the eco-social conditions based on common eco-social standards in connection with the “eco-social market economy”. Any short term increase of yields using purely technical means at the expense of the environment and humans is seen as the wrong way. Economy is based on nature, an destroyed ecosystem will not feed future generations. Sustainable ensuring the food supply therefore needs an agriculture, which maintains nature in its carrying capacity: fertile soil, clean water and air and a great regional biodiversity.”  (HYPERLINK "http://www.greenpeace.de/themen/gentechnik/"www.greenpeace.de/themen/gentechnik/  „GMO – no hope for the hungry“ from October 1st, 2004). 

In order to improve methods of productions, distribution of food and better use of natural resources we are demanding that the Indian government forbid the use of GMOs and becomes active at an international level to disseminate the fact that GMOs in food production and agriculture are not solving the problem of hunger, as only a fair distribution of food together with efforts to enhance fertility of soil and biodiversity will contribute towards solving this global problem.

4.) Violations of the Right   to Health  (Art. 12)
”In order to at least maintain yield levels, it was and still is necessary today to do 18 sprayings per cultivation season”, explains gentech expert Werner Mller of Eco-Risk. More chemicals meant more costs for farmers, much more profits for chemical companies and significantly higher damages for the environment and the farmers’ health. 

Just how poisonous the chemicals are, Müller illustrates with an example: “In 38% of cases where sprayings have been applied farmers suffer from symptoms such as muscle cramps or nausea. In 6% of cases, sprayings lead to severe poisonings, and in 10% of cases, poisonings emerge with neurotoxic symptoms.” Cotton is cultivated on just 2.4% of farm land. “But for that, 24% of all sprayings applied worldwide are necessary”, explains the expert …”
“Skin allergy and pulmonary problems reported with Bt cotton  (21.10.2007)

Chandigarh, Tuesday, 16th October2007.  Lehra Mohabbat / 15 October/ Manjeet Dhaliwal

 Now the farmers and the farm laborers are forced to struggling with a new problem. Many farmers and laborers are suffering with the problem of skin allergy and pulmonary diseases after the Bt cotton plucking

Dr Gurpiar Singh told our representative that poisonous types of genes have been used in the BT cotton that's why the farmers and the laborers are affected most. He has be known of many cases.”
("http://www.gmwatch.org/archive2.asp?arcid=8398" http://www.gmwatch.org/archive2.asp?arcid=8398)

This facts show further, that the use of GMO-plants like Bt-cotton brings violations of the human right to health – and should be stopped by government immediately.

5.)  Violation of people’s right to self-determination (Art. 1)

Section 1: “All People have the right to self-determination”

”With the introduction of gentechnology … farmers have lost any form of self-determination. Their land has been … contaminated – with all the negative consequences: destroyed harvests, destroyed lives.”    ( HYPERLINK "http://www.thiele-und-thiele-consult.de/press" www.thiele-und-thiele-consult.de/press  Fakten der Agro Gentechnik  15.11.2006)
Experts speak of „economic imperialism by multinational corporations“(bio.-scope.org v. 16.04.02)  “These are signs of a food dictatorship” (V.  Shiva  in “Gefahr Gentechnik”  p. 231)

“To be free of GMOs is an expression of our fundamental right to free food choice”

 (Vandana Shiva in „Gefahr Gentechnik“  p. 231).

...   the aim  of contamination through field trials – the end of any self-determination:
„The idea of a so-called „coexistence“ between manipulated und non-manipulated plants is impracticable.  Even in countries without the cultivation of GM plants, the contaminations accumulate. GM technology has already got out of control. This process is intended by the GM technology corporations: „ The industry hopes that the market will become so flooded that you cannot do anything against it any more. One just capitulates.“ (Don Westfall, counsellor of many GM technology corporations in „Contamination – GM plants out of control“ flyer of the Environment Institute München e. V.)
Excerpt of an interview with Percy Schmeiser, an Canadian farmer ( in: The Ecologist,  May 2004),  about the meaningfulness of the field trials:

„ Which goal did they have?“

P.S.:  For the biotechnology companies „ this is a good opportunity to get a toe in the door, and then of course the whole foot!“

„Is the real task then to contaminate the neighbouring fields?“


P.S.:” That is the goal! There is no other reason for these trials.“

„Do the biotech-firms really believe that they can collect license fees forever if they contaminate all the fields of the world with their GM-seed?“

P.S.: No, but their objective is their contamination, and recently, Dale Adolphe, the  chairman of the Canadian Seed Growers Association, which sells seeds from  Monsanto, said: „ There is so much resistance worldwide against any further field trials of GM-technologically modified plants, that contamination is the only possibility to proceed with it.“ 

Another example about this practice of the biotech industry:
2005 soya plants have been tested throughout Romania: it was found that 90 % of the plants were genetically manipulated without the authorities being informed and without the knowledge of most of the farmers. Based on the lack of control the biotech industry has created an irreversible situation. Once contaminated – always contaminated!

Conclusion:  The only way to ensure the right of self-determination of Indian people is to fully ban the use of GMOs  agriculture in India and to stop immediately all running field trials of Bt-plants and all trials with further plants planned for 2008. 

Section 2: „All people can freely dispose of their natural wealth-

 in no case may the basis for people’s livelihoods be taken away from them.“

Over thousands of years, farmers have been developing crop varieties based on millennia-old traditions and on cultivation methods practiced over many generations. These crop varieties are perfectly adapted to the regional conditions.

“Industrial agriculture has already eliminated 75% of our food crops. In India there once were 30.000 cultivated rice varieties, today there are only 10 varieties left that have some significance”. („GMO: No hope fort he hungry“ Greenpeace 1.10.2004)

Farmer will become dependent from one industry: Monsanto. This is a modern example for a new form of slavery or colonialism:

„Monsanto agents bought up all seed companies, so that there were only Monsanto’s BT cotton seeds left on the market. Moreover, Monsanto middlemen bought conventional regional cotton seeds from small farmers and destroyed them. Farmers used to be able to plant their conventional regional seeds several times. But Monsanto’s GM seeds cannot be planted more than once. Farmers need to buy new seeds every year. Since GM BT cotton seeds are ten times more expensive than conventional seeds, farmers had and still have to borrow money and to incur debts” (Vadana Shiva, s. p. 7)
„The development of terminator technology is especially scandalous.

In more than 87 countries sterile seed has been registered for patenting, this means seeds which can be used just once. Next year new seeds must be bought again from agribusiness.

This is big business for industry, as they expect a jump in sales and growth. What is being neglected is that small scale farmers are unable to buy new seeds every year. Thus they become dependent and at the same time they are forced to take on debts without having a guarantee of getting a good yield. This development endangers the livelihoods of millions of – at least small scale – farmers” (“Patente  expropriation “, Marlies Olberz, Food First, p. 13)

The livelihood of farming is being taken away by this praxis and by the patenting of plants.
But farmers are also becoming dependent on GM-industries via patents: 

Big agribusiness is going to apply for patents of more and more plants, e.g. rice. This means that if farmers cultivate rice in the future, they must buy the seeds from Monsanto year for year (terminator seeds) and must pay royalties for licensing. Farmers in India created 200 sorts of original seeds in order to be independent. However, this would become illegal after patenting, leading to severe punishments.

Vandana Shiva, the alternative Nobel prize winner from India, known for her engagement against GMOs and for the independence of the Indian population, expresses her opinion clearly: “ This is a case of the enslaving of farmers” 

(Biopiraterie mit Reis-Saatgut”, HYPERLINK "http://www.dradio.de/"www.dradio.de, 8.7.04)

6.) Violations of the Right to Work (Article 6)

Section 2: „The steps to be carried out by any State of the pact in order to realize the right includes... steps... to attain productive full employment while protecting the basic political & economic freedom of individuals”

The introduction of GMOs in food production and agriculture is in direct conflict with the basic freedom of people, as they are endangered through patents and the offer of terminator-seeds which increase their dependency on major agro-industrial companies .

Indian farmers are forced to enter into direct dependency on big agribusiness, a new and modern form of slavery or colonialism.

In order to secure the freedom, land, property and rights of farmers, we demand that the Indian government will protect the farmers from the interests of biotech industries like Monsanto and their methods to take control about the farmers, the seeds and the land. This is the only possibility to secure the working conditions and political and economic basic freedoms of individuals.

7.)  Violation of children protection (Art. 10)

Jean Ziegler writes in his report of the food-situation in India from summer 2005:

“Child labour persists and the Special Rapporteur was particularly concerned to receive reports of child labour on farms contracted to transnational corporations, such as cottonseed production in Andhra Pradesh, where young girls have been employed instead of men to reduce the cost of labour.” (p. 7).

Also an international report from gmwatch from June 2007 prescribes the children work :
“Monsanto and Bayer still behind child labour problems (11.6.2007)

NOTE: This follows on from the scandal exposed back in 2003 of around 17,000 children being used by Monsanto, and their Indian subsidiary Mahyco, in hazardous forms of child labour in cotton seed production in India.

Children were found to be working 13 hours a day for less than 40 Eurocents (Rs. 20) and were also found to be repeatedly being exposed to poisonous pesticides during their work. They were also getting no education.

More than 11,000 children were also found to be working under similar conditions for the following multinationals: Syngenta (Swiss), Advanta (Dutch-British) and Proagro (owned by Bayer from Germany).”
( HYPERLINK "http://www.mindfully.org/Industry/2003/Monsanto-Unilever-Child-Labour17may03.htm" http://www.mindfully.org/Industry/2003/Monsanto-Unilever-Child-Labour17may03.htm)
“Studies also showed that at the heart of the child labour problem was the very low amount these multinationals were paying farmers for cotton seed cultivation. The payments were so low that the farmers would make a net loss if they stopped using children and hired adults at the local minimum wage.”
( HYPERLINK "http://www.gmwatch.org/archive2.asp?arcid=5998" http://www.gmwatch.org/archive2.asp?arcid=5998)
“INDIA: Child labour still a problem in cottonseed industry, 8 June 2007  
( HYPERLINK "http://www.gmwatch.org/archive2.asp?arcid=5998" http://www.gmwatch.org/archive2.asp?arcid=5998)

Multinational corporations still have much work to do to eliminate child labour from their cotton supply chains according to a new report released today.

The report, titled 'Seeds of Change,' singles out Bayer and Monsanto - the world's largest producers of cotton seeds - for failing to make sufficient interventions to eliminate child labour from farms producing cotton seeds in India.

Produced by The International Labor Rights Forum (ILRF) along with international partners including OECD Watch, India Committee of the Netherlands, Deutsche Welthungerhilfe and Eine Welt Netz NRW, the report concedes, however, that the number of children working in this sector has declined since the two companies launched an action plan to tackle the problem. 

But it says their investments in education are failing to reach children who formerly worked on cotton farms, and that Monsanto and Bayer have also failed to address the issue of a fair procurement price for farmers, which is a major factor in the continuation of cheap child labour.”

8.)   outlook
to planned steps of government for 2008 -
intensifying the named human right violations and the fatal situation of farmers in India:

The GM corporation Monsanto (with 91 % share of the world market “ruler” of the GM food-market – “Trojan seeds”, J. M. Smith p. 15) is now also trying to introduce genetically modified rice onto the market, which  has been prevented up to now by the resistance of  many farmers and consumers. This would be the end for India’s GM-free producing rice-farmers, whose emphasis is on the world-wide export of (GM-free) rice.

“Cotton is only the beginning

Ten years after the commercialisation of gentechnology started in the agricultural sector, we can say today that this technology is the one that got the fastest acceptance in agriculture, affirms Clive James …

Already in the course of the coming year, the approval of the first GM food crop is expected: a variety of avocado that, more than anything else there ever was before, is immune against stress and pests. There are altogether 23 different kinds of crops currently pending in the various stages of the development and approval process. Apart from avocados, there are potatoes, papayas, rice and tomatoes at the very top of the list. And here we are no longer talking about simply producing in-built pesticides with foreign genes, but about completely different, new characteristics introduced: drought-resistant varieties are in demand, as the government is expecting that climate change will accelerate the advancement of steppe in many parts of India. And work is also being done on crops such as rice and vegetables.”
(Text: F.A.Z., 07.11.2007, Nr. 259 / Seite N1)

„Indian farmers are adamantly opposed to introducing any more biotech crops, in the wake of the widespread cultivation of a genetically engineered cotton variety patented by Monsanto that has caused widespread crop failures, driving thousands of Indian cotton farmers into desperate poverty. " (Science Review Letter 5 Nr. 64 15.11.2006) 

„India ignores desastrous US-rice-contamination

In India, the pro-GE government, its regulators and companies such as Monsanto are preparing to start field trials of damaging GE crops next month. The decision ignores the will of farmers and traders and even the Indian Supreme court.

The decision also threatens the Indian basmati rice industry, which is committed to remaining GE free. Many of the planned GE field trials will take place right next to where basmati is grown …If their rice gets contaminated, it is Indian farmers, traders and millers whose lifelihoods could be destroyed. 

USA: contamination came from field trials

The contamination was the result of experimental trials, which ended in 2001 – five years before the contamination was discovered … India, an even bigger rice exporter than the US, is the new battleground for GE crops. The Indian government is preparing to start field trials next month.  … to the disaster, which has destroyed the livelihoods of thousands of people from growers to producers to sellers …If their rice gets contaminated, it is Indian farmers, traders and millers, whose livelihoods could be destroyed. India and the rest of the world must learn the lessons from the US disaster. “

 ( "http://www.gmwatrch.org" www.gmwatch.org 6/11/2007 Costs of GM rice-scandal could exceed 1,2 billion USD)
“India's rice industry warns against GE trials 
NEW DELHI (Reuters) - India's top rice exporters and farmers unions warned the government on Tuesday that further field trials of genetically engineered (GE) rice could jeopardise the livelihoods of millions of poor farmers across the country.

The warning came just over a week after the European Union decided to compulsorily test all U.S. shipments of long-grain rice. That followed a discovery that U.S. imports to Europe were contaminated with genetically modified (GMO) rice….

India has carried out field trials of mostly short-grain rice at 10 different sites across the country since 2005, but the Supreme Court last month suspended fresh tests on all crops until a further court hearing.

Previous trials show no signs of GM seeds infecting rice exports.

But importers and farmers fear the risk of contamination through mixing of seeds during storage or in transportation could affect consumer confidence and India's reputation as a "clean and reliable" rice exporter.

"Indian rice is GM-free and we want to keep it that way," said R.S. Seshadri, director of Tilda Riceland and a member of the All-India Rice Exporters Association (AIREA) -- which represents exporters like Satnam Overseas, Sunstar, Kohinoor.

"We are asking them not to do further testing ... we need to review guidelines and enforce stricter standards in light of what has happened in the U.S.," he told a news conference.

India is the largest producer and exporter of Basmati rice -- a long-grain rice priced for its characteristic subtle aroma and delicious taste -- and exported 1.15 million tonnes, generating 30.3 billion rupees in the 2005/6 financial year.

Although most of the tests were on short-grain rice, farmers say many were not informed that field trials were taking place near their own rice paddys. If contamination occurs in exported stocks, buyers in Europe and Middle Eastern countries might ban Indian products, unions say.

"The GM-testing happening in this country is a dirty joke which is being played on us," said Yudhvir Singh, a senior official from the Bharatiya Kisan Union, a union representing hundreds of thousands of farmers across India.

"We run the risk of hundreds of thousands of farmers losing their livelihoods if bans are imposed or we lose consumer confidence in products."
(Reuters, October 31 2006  HYPERLINK "http://in.today.reuters.com/news/newsArticle.aspx?type=businessNews&storyID=2006-10-31T191119Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-274412-1.xml" http://in.today.reuters.com/news/newsArticle.aspx?type=businessNews&storyID=2006-10-31T191119Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-274412-1.xml)
“GM trial plots have become the biggest source of contamination all over the world and regular scandals about untested and uncleared [by regulation] products entering the consumption chain have become routine now. Recent scandals include GM rice contamination in the US and China. India also witnessed several contamination scandals in connection with GM crop trials including the illegal proliferation of Bt Cotton much before the regulatory authorities allowed its cultivation. Civil society investigations have pointed out again and again that material including seed material is allowed to get into the supply chain due to lax or even absent monitoring of trials by the regulators. 

Mr Gurnam Singh, President, Haryana unit of Bhartiya Kissan Union stressed that given the economic and trade potential of Basmati rice from this belt, it is disastrous for GM rice trials to be conducted, that too secretively.”

(“ BKU destroys GM rice trial in India”  29. Okt. 2006,  HYPERLINK "http://www.gmwatch.org" www.gmwatch.org)

9.) Steps for ensuring Rights of farmers and their families:

“India is party to the International Convenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the main international instrument protecting the right to food. … The Government of India is obliged to ensure the right to food of all Indians.

.. The right to food is the right to be able to feed oneself through physical and economic access to food. participation, accountability, .. and access  to effective remedies must be ensured at all levels of the implementation of the right to food. The Government of India has the obligation to respect, protect and fulfill the right to food.

· The obligation to respect means that the Government should not take actions that arbitrarily deprive people of their right to food. 

· The obligation to protect means that the Government should enforce appropriate laws to prevent third parties, including powerful people and corporations, from violating the right to food of others.

Finally, the obligation to fulfill (facilitate and provide) means that the Government should take positive steps to identify vulnerable groups … to ensure their access to adequate food and water by facilitating their ability to feed themselves.” 

· (J. Ziegler in his report of the right to food in India, Summer 2005, p. 9)
J. Ziegler mentions also:

· Article 47 of the Indian Constitution, “The State shall regard the raising of the level of nutrition and the standard of living of its people and the improvement of public health as among its primary duties”, 

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution “ .. right to live guaranteed in any civilized society implies the right to food, water, decent environment,  …” including “the right to live with human dignity …”

“So the State has also a constitutional obligation to take steps to ensure a dignified life to all individuals.” (J. Ziegler in his report of the right to food in India, Summer 2005, p. 10).

He also mentioned in his report about just existing laws in India:  “many laws protect access to resources”. So India must be enforced to fulfill his duties of his own constitution and laws!

So all this obligations can be guaranteed by taking the following measures:
.

· Prohibition of GMO in the area of agriculture in India

· Immediately stop of all just working and planned field trials with gm-crops

· Full responsibility of the GM-industry for all consequences 
· Full compensation of the GM-industry for all losses of farmers as a direct follow of seeding gm-plants or contamination as follow of field-trials -  implementation of liability through agro-industries for all damages 
· A prohibition of any use of GMO for food and feed until the potential risks are proven to not exist for eco-social consequences using long term research
· prove that member of commissions and decision groups are independent from GM-industrie and include NGO´s into commissions  

· guarantee the transparency of decisions

· ensuring and protecting the interests of farmers and consumers in direction of  sustainable agriculture and food production against the interests of lobbies from GMO-industries 

· Amendment of patent laws in favour of the rights of farmers
· Implementation of existing laws for the protection of farmers
Summarizing it becomes clear, that the government of India has not fulfilled its duties to follow national laws and constitution as well as the corresponding duties on the international level. For the Indian population this means an existential and irreversible threat of its health and  food security. Life of many individuals is endangered because  of the inactivity of the government leading potentially to total loss and death of many thousand of Indians.

We are demanding from the Indian government to guarantee the fulfilling of the rights of international pact for all Indian people and to stop all steps working against the people and for industry.

We are therefore asking the committee to clearly express its concerns and to urgently act in such a way that the violations of human rights for farmers  in India can be  stopped immediately for protecting Indian families from further suicides and hunger.

