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Summary of the Report:

Out of 1.1 Billion population of India,  25% (253 million population   as per census of India 2001) population belongs to Scheduled Castes (SC) also known as Untouchables  and Scheduled Tribes (ST) , together referred as DALITS. These are the most marginalized people of India. 81.4 % of Indias lives in villages where about 90% Dalits live.

 UNICEF 2006 Report ”The State of The World,s Children” clearly state that:
15% of girls and 14% boys (children between 5-14) are working as a child labour and bonded labour, forced labour(child prostitution like Devdasis or Maidens of God) mostly from Dalits.

Child Mortality below 5 years age India ranks 52 below underdeveloped country like Beliz (81)

Adult literacy rate 61% against Libya 82%,SriLanka 90%. Dalit literacy rate is 45% or LESS.

Moderate and severe Malnutrition affecting 47% children , means starving level.

Population using adequate sanitation  30%  Total-(58%Urban,18% rural- barely any sanitation in slums of Bombay,Delhi,Kolkata,Chennai and such other cities and rural India etc.)

35 % (350 million) population has  below DOLLAR A DAY income and (700 million have  2 dollars a day income- says Dr. Zakaria , India Expert,USA) –which means at a starving level survival.

NEARLY HALF OF THE WORLD,S CHILD LABOUR  (about 140 million) AND HALF OF THE PEOPLE BELOW DOLLAR A DAY INCOME ARE FROM INDIA (backed by UNICEF,ILO,World Bank lattest reports) 

 Majority of these people are Dalits. They are forced to survive  as landless labour, child labour, child prostitutes ( Devadasis-maidens of God-a  Hindu religious custom) without any alternative by keeping them starving, and ignorant. 

Hence they are the easy victims of Hindu Caste System which relegates them the lowest position as OUT-CASTES or 5th castes. Their touch pollutes other human beings, they cannot socialise in village café or share a village well,  for the café or well gets polluted. Their economic, social and cultural rights are violated daily with impunity.

 They are protected by Indian Constitution but only on the paper.

15% High Caste Hindus control 85% of wealth and Power,  98%  judiciary, 99%  electronic and print media.

In spite of tremendous wealth generated in India by a million  people of Computer generation for the last 10 years, it did not  trickle down to the bottom layer of the society.

Elementary and middle school  Dropout rate is very high among Dalits   especially girls.

In spite of 300 billion plus  Dollars foreign reserve in 2008, India has not made primary education a reality in rural India.Less than 1.5% GDP is spent on education where 81.4 % people live.

Atrocities on Dalits, killings, rapes, beatings, naked parade of women, 

Destruction of their hamlets, unhygienic survival in slums, 1 million Dalits employed cleaning the latrines by hand and carrying human excreta on shoulder, cleaning the streets, carrying dead animals, discrimination in promotion and recruitment in government offices etc. are a daily occurrence.

a)Khairlanji village, Bhandara District, Maharastra state-In September 2006, 4 members of Dalit family, 19 year old girl Priyanka, and 44 year old mother were paraded naked and gang raped by 30 people and all 4 people, including  2 teenage sons, who refused to rape mom and sister, were LYNCHED before village mob of 300 people in the evening. Their fault was mother was a witness to a crime on her cousin  and gave statement in the court.

b)Village Bhomatola, District Shivani, MadhyaPradesh state- in July 2004,3 Dalit women were paraded naked at 10 pm at night by Hindu villagers and then publicly gang raped by 40 people to punish them for their teenage daughter fell in love with a teenage dalit boy and they ran away. 

c) Dalits are the indigenous people of India and many of them follow Buddhism. Many times they were socially boycotted as a punishment for not following Hinduism, the majority religion.

d)Their Buddhist  Most  Sacred Place of Worship,Mahabodhi temple at Buddhagaya  where Lord Buddha was enlightened 2500 years back,  is controlled by non-Buddhist Hindus who refused to give it  back to Buddhist.Govt cites the Temple Management Act of 1949 which is not applicable as the same came in to existence prior to the existence of Indian Constitution on 26th January, 1950.

e) They cannot practice their indigenous culture of marriage customs, etc for the Hindu-majority cannot accept them equal and treat them as inferior like in Rajasthan, TamilNadu states where if they don’t obey, they are made to starve.

Example-In the village of Kadkol, Bijapur District, Karnataka state, in July 2006, 93 dalit people including 40 childrens made to starve for 5 months because they had to draw the water from the same well as Hindus and the well got polluted.

These are just the glimpses of the violations of their Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights for the last 2000 years and has not changed much in 50 years of independence.

The Constitution of India drafted by Dr.B.R. Ambedkar, the Chief Architect of India,s Constitution and and greatest humanist scholar India ever produced, a Dalit himself, had written all the laws to protect the marginalized women, children, and men against all ills of the society but the will of the government has been missing to implement them. 

National Commission for SC/ST  and National Commission for Human Rights bring yearly report of Dalit Human Rights violations with their recommendations  but the reports  are totally neglected. These Commissions have no powers to implement their recommendations.

The issue of implementing economic, social, and cultural rights contained in the International Covenent on Economic Social and Cultural rights affecting daily lives of more than 250 million Dalits have been left to the individual states in stead of Central  GOVERNMENT taking the full responsibility for the implementation of the Constitutional provisions and UN fundamental human rights instruments, treaty body covenants etc. The state has failed miserably.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1) Central Government should give full judicial, administrative and other necessary powers to National Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes as well as National Commission for Human Rights for full implementation of their recommendations contained in their   annual reports  in order to fully comply with the rights contained in the Covenant as state party obligation.

2) Central Government should take full responsibility to eradicate the practice of untouchability, Child labour, bonded labour and  child prostitution in time bound manner by enforcing its laws on a war footing and provide population proportionate budget to these most neglected sections of Indian Society. They should rehabilitate, re-educate and provide  revocation to  these children who are its greatest asset to make them contributing citizens and for good governance of the nation.

3)India should spend at least 6% of its budget for the primary compulsory quality education in rural and urban India and provide daily noon lunch to improve the attention, attendance and health of its children as recommended by its National Commission for SC/ST in their 2006-07 Report.

4)Nearly 250 million Landless Labour needs self-sustaining micro-industries and land allotments.

5)CERD Concluding Observations 1993 Report: Article 31:


states that India should start a continuing human rights education on a long term basis to educate Indian population according to the Constitution of India and UN International Human Rights Instruments to eradicate the institutionalised thinking of high-caste and low-caste mentality. Similar are the recommendations of CERD concluding observations 2007 on India. State party has not done anything to implement recommendations contained in the concluding observations. India should use all forms of electronic and print  media to achieve this. This is extremely urgent and important to change the psyche and  sick mentality of its people on caste-based discrimination which India failed to do   since 1996.

6) India should make yearly and time bound monitoring system on all above recommendations with the help of UN Treaty Body Members to help her. It should be directly under the supervision of the prime-minister of India and  he should take full responsibility for their implementations.

7.In order to prevent physical violence and caste atrocities on Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes, separate rehabilitation policy should be formulated by the state party at national level. The reasons are as under,

survey and study of crimes against SCs and STs for last five years suggests that there are 14 states in India where 96% human rights violations of SCs and STs takes place.During 2000 to 2005 ,132000 cases of crimes of human rights violations had been registered with police stations throughout India.These states are,Utterpradesh,Haryana,Gujrat,Bihar,Rajasthan,Madhya pradesh,Maharashtra,Orissa,Tamilnadu,Karnataka,Kerala,Andhrapradesh,jharkhand and chattisgarh.In these states there are certain areas which are atrocity prone and  declared as atrocity sensitive districts.

It is therefore strongly recommended that Central Govt immediately start complete rehabilitation of all SCs and STs in such atrocity prone areas with housing board colonies complete with schools,colleges,publicy utility facilities,banks,gardens,sports grounds ,vocational training institutes and Industries.Funds from Scheduled Caste and scheduled Tribe Annual component plans could be used for such rehabilitation. This should be done in time bound manner in next five years under a separate national authority formed for the purpose.

8.Since Indian Constitution is supreme in the governance of India which came into effect on 26th January 1950,the state of Bihar which is holding behind the The Buddhagaya Act 1949,is in violation of Indian Constitution.Holy Buddhagaya Temple Management should immediately be handed over to the Buddhist Monks like Churches  are run by Christians,Mosques by Muslims and Gurudwaras by Sikhs.

9.Higher education among SCs and STs is negligible due to which their social and economic progress has been hampered for centuries. Higher education in India is mostly privatised  after globalisation and new economic policy and it is impossible for SCs and STs to enterinto higher technical,medicine,management and other professional courses.

Govt of India should ensure that all private colleges and Universities provide mandatory reservation of seats in the institutions and all necessary fees be paid by the government. A separate authority be established to monitor the higher education of SCs and STs.

10.Central Govt should start fully residential schools in every taluka and districts for providing quality education similar to CBSE pattern,Central Board of Secondary Education system,and see that fundamental rights of right to education free of cost is ensured within next five years.

11.Education of SCs and STs is dependent of availability of sufficient and timely disbursment of Prematric and postmatric  Scholarships.The amount of present allocation is meagre and needs enhancement based on consumer price index as on date which should be done immediately as more than three million students are scholarship holders and suffering due to economic hardship. Central govt should direct all state governments to start the system of E-scholarship as has been done in the state of utterpradesh.Institutes who are not disbursing these scholarships be derecognised and closed .Prematric scholarship be made applicable to all SCs and STs rather than restricting to only children of Manuel scavengers.

12.Most of the SCs and STs in rural India are landless labourers and work as child labour and bonded labor.Atrocities on these communities takes place due to non availably of  agricultural land and land disputes with high caste communities. 

Central govt should ensure that each landless family be allotted at least five acres of agricultural land for farming.

13.Reservation for SCs and STs be introduced in all private sector companies and multinational corporations on the lines of Affirmative Action programme in North America. Reservation in promotions at all level in Govt deptts be ensured as the reservation in services is the fundamental right.Violaters of reservation policy be punished by enacting a law in the parliament  for the purpose.

14.Proportionate reservation be provided in the appointments of Vice chancellors,Deans,Directors of public sector corporations, banks and financial institutions.

15.Reservation policy be made applicable to defence services and scientific establishments.

16.Raise reservation percentage from existing 22.5 % to 25 % at central level and as per state population in different Indian states.

17.Following Indian acts be implemented in letter and spirit  for promotion and protection of Human rights as per recommendations in the concluding observations on India 1996 report and CERD 2007 concluding observations on India.

A.The Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe prevention of Atrocities Act 1989.

B.The Protection of Civil rights Act 1955

C.Minimum Wages act 1948.

D.Equal Remuneration Act 1976

E.The Bonded labour  system Abolition Act 1976

F.The Child labour Prohibition and Regulation Act 1986g.The Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry latrines prohibition Act 1993
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

