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FRANCE (third periodic report – E/C.12/FRA/3)
Corporal punishment is lawful in the home under the parental “right of correction” in customary law. Children have limited protection from violence under the Criminal and Civil Codes.

A survey of 1,000 people, carried out in 1999 by SOFRES for the organisation “Eduquer sans frapper”, found that over half (51%) of respondents who had children hit them often, a third hit them rarely, and only 16% had never hit them.
 

There is no explicit legal prohibition of corporal punishment in schools, where “light correction” is tolerated as for parents. A High Court ruling in 1889 allowed a “right to correction” for teachers; a ruling in 2000 stated that this did not apply to habitual and “non-educational” corporal punishment. A questionnaire survey of 130 secondary school pupils in Toulon in 2001 found that fewer than one in ten had never been hit; 72 pupils reported having been hit moderately, 19 violently.

Corporal punishment is unlawful in the penal system, but is not explicitly prohibited in alternative care settings.

Following examination of the state party’s second report in 2004, the Committee on the Rights of the Child recommended explicit prohibition of corporal punishment “in the family, in schools, in institutions and in other childcare settings” together with awareness-raising and promotion of positive, non-violent forms of discipline (CRC/C/15/Add.240, para. 39). In 2005, the European Committee of Social Rights found the situation in France to be not in conformity with article 17 of the Revised Social Charter because “corporal punishment of children is not prohibited” (March 2005, Conclusions 2005, vol. 1, p.244), reiterating the grounds for the finding of non-conformity in its previous conclusions (October 2003, Conclusions 2003, vol. 1, p.178).
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