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H.E. Ambassador Zurab Tchiaberashvili, the Permanent Representative of Georgia

To the United Nations and Other International Organizations at Geneva

on the occasion of the consideration of the Fourth and Fifth Periodic Reports of the Government of Georgia

Mr. Chairman, 
Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Representatives of Non-govermental Organisations,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my great pleasure to address you on behalf of the Government of Georgia on the occasion of the consideration of its fourth and fifth consolidated periodic reports under the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination. 

The Government of Georgia attaches high importance to international human rights standards enshrined in respective international agreements as well as to their implementation. Georgia is committed to respecting, protecting, strengthening and upholding human rights and freedoms within the framework of the United Nations. Therefore, Georgia pays utmost attention to the dialogue with human rights treaty bodies. The fourth and fifth consolidated reports of Georgia represent the result of fruitful cooperation of main stakeholders in the area of human rights and non-discrimination in the country.

Georgia is an ethnically, culturally, linguistically and religiously diverse country, where particular attention of the government is required for the development of a national minority. As a clear case of tolerance and cultural, religious and racial diversity is the existence of a mosque, a synagogue and an orthodox church in one square in the center of the capital of Georgia – Tbilisi.  In this opening statement, we would like to give a brief overview of the major achievements and reforms undertaken by the Georgian Government for the faithful implementation of the principles enshrined in the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination (hereinafter, the Convention).
Together with the Constitutional framework, international treaties in the area of human rights represent a foundation of the system of protection of human rights in Georgia. Georgia acceded to the Convention in 1999, thus making it a part of the state’s legal obligations. In 2005, Georgia also recognized the competence of the Committee to consider communications from individuals and/or of group of individuals under article 14 of the Convention.

The principles of equality and non-discrimination are enshrined in a number of national legislative acts. The exhaustive list of those acts is enumerated in paragraph 4 of the Consolidated Report. Since the prohibition of discrimination is a peremptory principle of the normative system in the country, it provides absolute safeguards against any possible action abusing the equality of individuals residing on the territory of Georgia.
In order to ensure the promotion and protection of the principle of non-discrimination in practice, Georgia’s institutional framework envisages a number of bodies entrusted with upholding the values of the Convention. One of the key institutions entrusted with the protection of human rights without discrimination is the Parliamentary Committee on Human Rights and Civil Integration, which continuously works on improving the legal framework in the area of human rights and civil integration. 

The Office of the Public Defender (Ombudsman,) is a Status A accredited National Human Rights Institution, established by the Organic Law in 1996. It is an independent constitutional human rights institution. It is, inter alia, mandated to promote respect for enjoyment of human rights without discrimination, to monitor and review government policies on non-discrimination, and to examine cases concerning alleged violations of non-discrimination rules, either based on applications and complaints received, or on its own motion. In order to ensure enhanced involvement of all relevant actors in the implementation and supervision of state policies with regard to minorities, the Tolerance Center was founded under the auspices of the Public Defender Office. The Tolerance Center coordinates two respective Councils - the Council of National Minorities and the Council of Religions. Notably, the Council of National Minorities unites around 80 national minority associations throughout Georgia.
On the inter-institutional level, the Civil Integration and Tolerance Council, under the President of Georgia, coordinates efforts aimed at the elaboration and updating of State Policy on Civil Integration (National Concept for Tolerance and Civil Integration). I would advise you to visit www.diversity.ge to see all the relevant information with regard to the National Concept. It offers information on the history and culture of national minorities living in Georgia, updated news on national minority related developments in the country, provides access to the relevant legislative database (in minority languages) as well as to the comprehensive list of projects and programs being carried out by the state and different local and international organizations. Notably, Georgia’s Consolidated Report is also available in Georgian and minority languages at the aforementioned website.
The National Concept for Tolerance and Civil Integration and its Action Plan are the basic documents that form the Government’s policy in the field. They were developed based on the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities (ratified by the Parliament of Georgia in 2005) and Presidential decree No 639 ”On the development of the National Concept and Action Plan for Tolerance and Civil Integration” issued on August 8, 2005. Its main goal is to support the building of a democratic and consolidated civil society that is based on common values, which considers diversity as a source of its strength and provides every citizen with the opportunity to maintain and develop his/her identity.
We have presented to the Secretariat of the Committee a paper that includes statements of the President of Georgia emphasizing respect for equality and non-discrimination in Georgia.
In order to ensure broad social consensus, all interested parties were given the opportunity to participate in the drafting process of the National Concept for Tolerance and Civil Integration and the Action Plan. Serving also as a drafting body, the Civil Integration and Tolerance Council included Members of Parliament, high level executives, the Public Defender, representatives of national minorities and non-governmental organizations. The drafting process was accompanied by ongoing consultations with the National Minorities’ Council functioning under the Public Defender. The Council also regularly facilitated meetings with the population of regions densely populated with national minorities.

The Council was so effective that the Government maintained it as a permanent body, the Civil Integration and Tolerance Council, under the President of Georgia in order to monitor the process of implementation of the National Concept for Tolerance and Civil Integration and its Action Plan. The Council develops recommendations on the implementation of the Action Plan based on the alternative report from the Public Defender Office (PDO). To formalize the close cooperation, a Memorandum of Cooperation was signed between the Civil Integration and Tolerance Council and Council for National Minorities under the PDO. This Memorandum allowed increased participation of the minorities in monitoring the implementation of the National Concept. 
Within the executive branch of the Government, the Ministry of Reintegration is tasked with coordinating the implementation of the Action Plan, promoting civil integration of all ethnic minorities and coordinating relevant activities of state agencies. The implementation of the National Concept for Tolerance and Civil Integration and its Action Plan is financed from the state budget.
As already emphasized, the state policy against discrimination is enshrined in the National Concept for Tolerance and Civil Integration, as well as in its respective Action Plan. The National Concept outlines six strategic directions: 
1. Rule of Law 
2. Education and State Language
3. Media and Access to Information
4. Political Integration and Civil Participation
5. Social and Regional Integration
6. Culture and the Preservation of Identity
I will elaborate in more detail on these 6 issues.
1. Rule of Law 

Several important legislative amendments have been adopted since the ratification of the Council of Europe Framework Convention contributing to the protection of rights and interests of national minorities in 2006 – 2011. Georgia has strengthened legislative provisions in a number of germane  laws, including labor, health and election laws, as well as criminal legislation and law on education, in order to enhance the protection of minorities.  

Latest developments directed towards the elimination of inequality confirm the strong political will of the government to protect every minority in the country. Of course, all religious groups in Georgia enjoy the right of freedom of religion. As another step forward, on 5 July 2011, the Civil Code of Georgia was amended to allow the registration of religious groups as religious associations. In order to ensure a non-discriminatory approach, the amendments set down objective criteria of eligibility. In particular, religious groups recognized as religious organizations in member states of the Council of Europe or having close historic ties with Georgia are able to aquire the status of a religious association. 
To secure equal access to the justice system for all members of the community, providing an adequate response to all allegations of discriminatory actions and the prevention of racial discrimination in the administration of the criminal justice are among the Government’s priorities. In October 2010, the New Criminal Procedure Code of Georgia (hereinafter, the CPC) entered into force that simplified the criminal justice system and strengthened human rights safeguards, including inter alia the right of a defendant/witness to use services of interpreter/translator free of charge if he/she has no knowledge or sufficient knowledge of the state language. According to the Constitution of Georgia, the State language is Georgian and in Abkhazia, Georgia also Abkhazian.
In 2007, the new Free Legal Aid Service was established that provides legal assistance without discrimination; in 2009, the revised Legal Aid Service Strategy established access to legal aid in territories densely populated by minorities as one of the priority areas. 

A number of initiatives in the criminal justice sphere are aimed at a) increasing awareness among justice professionals in anti-discrimination measures and b) increasing knowledge of the public of their rights and freedoms. This includes a Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia and the PDO for raising the professional capacity and awareness among police in the anti-discrimination sphere.  In addition, the list of procedural rights for persons detained in relation to administrative and criminal charges have been published in Georgian, English, Russian, Azerbaijan and Armenian languages.
2. Education and State Language
The Government implements a comprehensive policy to ensure proper teaching in the state language, but at the same time, in order to also protect and promote the right of education in the mother tongue, the state provides opportunities for education in minority languages. In this regard, a number of important reforms aimed at civic integration of national minorities have been implemented. I will briefly touch upon the main aspects of some of those reforms:

At the Pre-School Level
In 2009, the Ministry of Education and Science initiated a project to support learning of the Georgian language among ethnic minorities at the preschool level. The Ministry established six pilot preschool education centers in regions densely populated by national minorities –Samtskhe-Javakheti and Kvemo Kartli. 

The National Curriculum and Assessment Center, operating under the Ministry in close cooperation and with the financial assistance of UNICEF, implements a project “Supporting Learning of Georgian Language among Ethnic Minorities at Preschool Level”. Within this project, a manual has been developed for teaching Georgian as a second language at the preschool level. This manual has been utilized effectively for providing educational opportunities for learning the Georgian language through established preschool centers to hundreds of preschool age children. 

General Education
Another important aspect of the state policy in the area is the improvement of teachers’ qualifications through a number of state sponsored programs in schools where the language of instruction is at least one of the minorities’ languages (afterwards “non-Georgian language public schools”).  The multilingual educational program has been piloted in 40 non-Georgian language public schools. In the framework of the multilingual education process, 30% of all courses are being taught in the Georgian language, whereas 70%, in the respective minority language (e.g. Azerbaijani, Armenian, Russian). Under the pecuniary assistance of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), ethnically Armenian school students from Samtskhe-Javakheti are provided with the opportunity to spend one semester in Georgian-language schools and reside in ethnically Georgian families in the Adjara region. From September 2011, this program will also apply to ethnic Azerbaijani students.
In academic year 2011-2012, the Ministry will deploy 500 teachers to the non-Georgian language schools in the Kvemo Kartli, Samtskhe-Javakheti and Kakheti regions to support local teachers in Georgian language learning and bilingual educational process. 
Among a total of 2 093 schools in Georgia, 297 are non-Georgian language: there are 116 Armenian-language schools, 89–Azeri, 12 Russian and 80 – mixed (have two or more language sectors). 

Higher Education
The most significant achievement of 2010 was the introduction of a quota system for ethnic minorities for entrance to institutions of higher education. Armenian and Azerbaijani language speakers in Georgia are being allocated 10% of all state university seats. Unlike other university entrants, who must pass four different exams in the Georgian language, these candidates are only required to pass a single test of general skills in their native language. They are then enrolled in a year-long intensive Georgian-language program before starting their undergraduate studies. In 2010, when the new system was launched, we observed an increase of more than 300% of Armenian and Azeri speaking students enrolling in higher education institutions over the previous two years. State scholarships to national minority students also increased dramatically, from 11 full scholarships in 2008, to 213 in 2010. The number of national minorities at state universities is expected to rise in the coming years, as Armenian and Azerbaijani language speakers fill all the seats granted by the quota system. This year, the quota system was extended to Abkhazian language speakers and from 2012, the quota will be further extended to include  Ossetian language speakers.  

Adult Education
Four education/language centers (so called Language Houses) were established in Samtskhe-Javakheti and Kvemo Kartli regions for teachers, public servants, social workers, business representatives, etc., providing opportunities to adults to improve their Georgian language skills to advance in their careers. In addition, eight new centers will be established in 2011-2012. The Zurab Zhvania School of Public Administration is yet another prominent example of Georgia’s efforts to train minorities engaged in the public sector. The School delivers a special state language program for minorities who work in public administration in order to enhance their knowledge of the state language.

3. Media and Access to Information

In addition to the Georgian language, the news program of the Public Broadcaster is aired in six other languages: Abkhazian, Ossetian, Armenian, Azerbaijani, Kurdish and Russian. In 2009, the Law on Broadcasting was amended to include the obligation of the Public Broadcaster to create one or more than one regular program in at least four languages, including Abkhazian and South Ossetian.

The weekly talk-show on the Public Broadcaster, Our Yard, encourages civic integration by providing a platform for national minorities to discuss in an open manner all issues of interest or concern to them. Issues have ranged from women’s rights and education to cultural traditions and music.  In 2008, the Public Broadcaster prepared nine documentary movies, telling the story of nine national minorities living in Georgia, including such smaller groups as Kurds, Kists and Udians. The movies aim at better presenting different ethnic groups to the larger Georgian society and raising public awareness about their cultures and ways of life.

The Ministry of Culture and Monument Protection provides financial support to Azerbaijani and Armenian language newspapers. 

4. Political Integration and Civil Participation

In order to guarantee informed participation of national minorities in the election process, the Central Election Commission of Georgia (CEC) established a special working group. The CEC translated and published election documents in Armenian, Azeri and Russian languages during the last four elections. Advertisement videos were translated and aired on regional TV channels and radio programmes in these minority languages; electronic and print media functioning in regions compactly inhabited by national and ethnic minorities also provided information in minority languages. According to the CEC, in Kvemo Kartli, Samtskhe-Javakheti and Kakheti regions, 142 out of 587 (22%) of elected representatives were from national minorities. 
As a result of 2006 local government reforms, the number of seats held by ethnic minorities in municipal councils was commensurate with the ethnic population in each region of the country. Higher-level city managers included ethnic minority leaders among their ranks. Apart from municipal councils, minorities hold seats in the central government as well - for example, two Ministers in the Government are self-identified minorities.
Georgian authorities continue to implement policy aimed at the active involvement of national minorities in the political and social life of the country. In this regard, Georgia carries out an affirmative action policy in the field of education and police. As I have already noted, affirmative action policy in the education domain consists of various aspects.  
As it regards the police, the official policy of the Ministry of Internal Affairs is to give priority to minority applicants when recruiting police officers in regions inhabited by substantial numbers of national minorities. Since 2007, the Police Academy under the Ministry of Internal Affairs provides special courses on investigative issues for Armenian and Azerbaijani language speaking citizens of Georgia. Since 2008, the Police Academy runs a Georgian language learning course, which is intended for acting, as well as future policeman of minority ethnic origins. 
Since 2007, the Police Academy has supported various seminars and courses with the help of international organizations (OSCE, EU, etc.) on managing ethnically diverse communities, identification of problems in inter-ethnic relations and hate crimes. Basic courses for Police Academy students include the following topics on national minorities: racial discrimination and breach of right to equality of persons, racially motivated crimes, fighting stereotypes, observance of ethical norms, etc.

5. Social and Regional Integration

Social and economic integration in regions inhabited by national minorities is yet another direction of the government of Georgia. Significant projects for regional infrastructure development have been carried out. Special attention is paid to improving the living conditions in minority communities in Georgia, especially through improvement of roads, electricity, water and gas infrastructure, as well as implementation of Agro-business Development Projects, Cheap Credit and Village Assistance Programs. 
Aware of Javakheti’s physical remoteness and dire economic conditions, the Georgian government made improving access to the region the basis of its integration policy and completed the renovation of a road linking Javakheti to western Georgia in 2008 and a 220km highway to Tbilisi in 2010. This accomplishment will contribute to economic integration and local tourism, enable better access to health and education facilities and promote cross border trade with Armenia and Turkey. A new high speed railway project due to be completed in 2013 will cut the travel time by car from Tbilisi to the Javakheti region to less than two hours from a previous five hours.

Other advances include renovated and better-equipped schools, a new central water system in towns, improvements in electrical distribution systems and refurbished hospitals. Local budgets have increased, making it possible to implement economic development projects. 
6. Culture and the Preservation of Identity 

Since 2004, the Ministry of Culture and Monument Protection of Georgia runs a special program aimed at supporting cultural centers of national minorities. It is designed to assist national minorities in the preservation, development and popularization of their cultures. The program is being currently financed for a number of cultural centers, including the Davit Baazov State Historic and Ethnographic Museum of Georgian Jews, the Centre for Georgian Cultural Relationships “Caucasian House”, the Mirza-Fathali Akhundov Museum of Azerbaijani Culture, the Centre of Russian Culture in Georgia, Tbilisi State Armenian Drama Theatre, Tbilisi State Azerbaijani Drama theatre, etc.

Since 2008, the Interethnic Festival “Diversity is our Wealth” has taken place under the auspices of the President’s Administration and the Ombudsman’s Office in various parts of the country. The festival aims at presenting the multicultural heritage of Georgia to the general public and enhancing the population’s knowledge and understanding of national minorities.

Since 2006, the Ombudsman’s Office has been publishing the monthly journal “Solidarity”, which addresses culture, history, traditions and other important aspects of lives of national minorities. In 2008-09, the Tolerance Center under the Ombudsman’s Office has published two books “Religions in Georgia” and “Ethnic Communities in Georgia”. The publications tell the story about the culture, history and traditions of all ethnic and religious groups living in Georgia. 

The Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University runs the Institute of Caucasiology, which is a unique institution in the world teaching Caucasian languages, including those of such numerically small ethnic groups as Chechens, Ossetians and Ingush. Since 2009, Ilia Chavchavadze Tbilisi State University runs the school of Caucasus Studies, which offers students courses in politics, society and history of the peoples of the Caucasus, including such numerically small ethnic groups as Chechens and Ingush.
I have presented the existing institutional framework for the promotion and protection of human rights provided for in  the Convention and gave you a picture for all six issues outlined in  The National Concept for Tolerance and Civil Integration and its Action Plan.

Now I will turn to some important issues, which the Committee raised in its communication with the Government of Georgia. These issues are:

· Roma Population

· Protection of Refugees
· Forcefully Deported Persons in the 1940s  of the 20th Century by the Soviet Regime
· Durable solution for IDPs and their right to safe and dignified return

Roma population

The Government has taken active steps to develop appropriate means of communication and dialogue between the Roma population and central and local authorities, as well as to encourage direct links and consultations between Roma and non-Roma communities. In this regard, one of the acute issues faced by the government involves the documentation of Roma population. To tackle this issue adequately, as of year 2008, the Ministry of Justice, in cooperation with NGOs, implements a program aimed at eradicating the problem of non-registration at birth among the Roma population and to raise public awareness concerning the necessity of obtaining identification documents.  High level officials, such as the Deputy State Minister of Reintegration, has regularly traveled to areas populated by Roma population to have face to face discussions with them on this issue. 

With active state support, a number of NGOs, constituting of Roma population have been established. Persons with the status of leaders within their communities lead those organizations. Their activities cover the education sphere and civil integration and are also directed towards preserving their cultural heritage. 

One of the main challenges facing the government of Georgia in its policy towards the Roma population is the low level of school involvement of children of Roma origin. To tackle this challenge and ensure the inclusion in the school system of children of Roma origin and prevent possible segregation, in 2004-2007, the Ministry of Education implemented a School Partnership Program aimed at increasing understanding and cooperation among minority students and Georgian peers. The main emphasis of the program was to reduce the problem of cultural and civil isolation of national minorities and to support learning of the Georgian language.

Protection of Refugees and avoidance of statelessness
The Georgian Constitution and the legal framework safeguard the rights of  non-citizens and stateless persons, in as much as they enjoy equal treatment as citizens of Georgia, except certain rights explicitly confined to Georgian citizens defined specifically by the Georgian Constitution and relevant legislation to the extent recognized under international law. Currently, there are 1 781 stateless persons in Georgia, and up to 17 000 non-citizens/foreigners with valid temporary and permanent residence permits. Georgia has recently made a commitment to accede to the 1954 Convention related to the Status of Stateless Persons as well as to develop an appropriate legal framework.
In 2010, with the financial assistance of the UNHCR, the U.S. Government and the EU, European Standard Center for Asylum Seekers was opened. According to official data, as of today, 547 persons have been granted the refugee status. During 2010-11, 15 individuals were granted the refugee status. The majority of them are from the Russian Federation.
Forcefully Deported Persons in the 1940s of the 20th Century by the Soviet Regime

As to the activities the Government has been undertaking regarding the Forcefully Deported Persons in the 1940s of the 20th Century by the Soviet Regime, it should be emphasized that in 2007, the Law on the Repatriation of the FDPs was adopted, while in 2008, relevant procedures for accepting the applications were developed. 

As of today, the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Accommodation and Refugees, an institution in charge of reviewing the applications and granting the status, has granted repatriation status to 75 persons. 

In total, 5 841 applications on 8 900 persons (3059 adolescents) have been submitted to the Ministry.  Each application was separately assessed based on the principle of family integrity and applications of the family members have been reviewed jointly. As a result of the revision process, 3 371 notifications (on 3316 persons) for the correction of technical errors in the applications have been prepared. The Interagency Governmental Council on the Repatriation of Forcefully Deported Persons from the Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia During the 40s of XX Century by the Former USSR created by the No.111 Ordinance of the Government has decided to translate notification papers into the native languages of the applicants. The translation procedure is ongoing and the notifications will be sent in the prompt future. After successful delivery of notifications, a four months period is granted for the applicants to make appropriate corrections in the application and forward the documentation to the Ministry. 
Durable solution for IDPs and their right to safe and dignified return

As a result of two waves of ethnic cleansing, in 1991-1993 and in 2008 in Abkhazia, Georgia and the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, Georgia, close to half a million people were displaced, most of them within Georgia. To safeguard the rights of the IDPs, Georgia elaborated the State Strategy on IDPs and its Action Plan, with the participation of civil society, IDPs and international organizations. 

It should be noted that as of today, up to 27 000 IDP families received a durable housing solution through rehabilitation and privatization of collective centers and new residential buildings. About 8 000 IDP families displaced as a result of the 2008 Georgia-Russia war received individual houses, apartments or a one-time financial assistance and more than 2 000 IDP families received agricultural land plots.
The Action Plan envisages that during the resettlement process, basic and fundamental living standards should be protected. These standards were elaborated and adopted by the Steering Committee specifically created for the resettlement process. Moreover, Guideline Principles on resettlement were developed providing individual criteria for the resettlement process. To implement this approach in practice and to ensure that resettlement is undertaken in accordance with international standards, Standard Operational Procedures (SOP) for Eviction of IDPs and Provision of Durable Housing were also developed in collaboration with international and national actors including UNHCR, EU and Ombudsman’s Office. The SOP describes in details the procedure of resettlement, thus, making it transparent and more feasible for the IDP population. It should be underscored that every case of resettlement is implemented based on these Principles. UNHCR, at a number of occasions, has noted that after the adoption of the SOP, improvement and progress is observed in the resettlement procedures that have been undertaken in line with international standards. 

Moreover, an IDP Community Development Center has been established under the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from Occupied Territories, Accommodation and Refugees, to improve social and economic conditions of IDPs through community mobilization and funding of micro projects. 

In order to ensure adequate health care, IDPs, especially those affected by the 2008 Russia-Georgia war, are either receiving state-based allowance or are included in the program of social assistance, which includes medical insurance and pecuniary assistance. Additionally, the Ministry of Health of Abkhazia in exile has special programs of free medical examinations. At the same time, pursuant to the system of social benefits, those individuals that are registered below the poverty line receive a state allowance together with free medical service. Those IDPs that live below the poverty line also have the opportunity to benefit from this program. 
According to a recent survey conducted by Conciliation Resources, among IDPs, most respondents reject the assumption that they are discriminated against because of their IDP status. Georgia adheres to its obligations emanating from national and international instruments and pledges to implement them in practice.
Situation in the occupied territories of Abkhazia, Georgia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, Georgia
I shall now dwell upon the situation in the occupied regions of Abkhazia, Georgia and the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, Georgia. These regions are under the military occupation of the Russian Federation. The central authorities of the Georgian Government as well as the legitimate authorities of these regions currently in exile have been deprived of practical means for governing them and as such, are unable to exercise effective control of the territories to give effect to the provisions of the Convention.
While Georgia fully undertakes its obligation to take all possible measures for implementing the provisions of the Convention, preventing its possible breaches and terminating its ongoing violations in light of its positive obligations under human rights law, at the same time, it contends that the primary responsibility for non-compliance with the provisions of the Convention as well as their violation in these regions rests with the Russian Federation. 

The Russian Federation has been directly participating in and failing to prevent the racial discrimination in the occupied territories through acts perpetrated by its armed forces, security and intelligence services, by its border guards, police forces and civilian administrations, as well as other persons falling under its authority and/or control; These actions, all in violation of the Convention include:

· Preventing the exercise of the right of return of ethnic Georgians who were expelled from their homes in the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, Georgia and Abkhazia, Georgia during the early 1990s.
· Discrimination in the period prior to the commencement of the war in August 2008 against ethnic Georgians living in areas of the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, Georgia and Abkhazia, Georgia controlled by Russia and the proxy regimes, including with respect to ethnically motivated violence and destruction of property, educational, cultural and linguistic rights, freedom of movement and forced passportization.
· Ethnic cleansing of Georgians in the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, Georgia and adjacent areas of Georgia during August 2008 and in the months that followed.
· Preventing the exercise of the right of return of ethnic Georgians who were expelled from their homes in the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, Georgia and adjacent areas in 2008.
· Discrimination against ethnic Georgians currently living in areas of Georgia occupied and controlled by Russia, including with respect to ethnically motivated violence and destruction of property, educational, cultural and linguistic rights, freedom of movement and forced passportization.
In addition, raids are conducted by occupation forces and persons under its authority/control on a regular basis  both in the Gali and Akhalgori districts of the Abkhazia region, populated primarily by ethnic Georgians, usually accompanied by deprivation of goods, physical assault and arbitrary detention of the local population. Another clear example of discrimination against ethnic Georgians are the recent decisions  invalidating all housing and land property rights of ethnic Georgians in the occupied regions. 

Ethnic Georgians residing in the occupied regions have also been deliberately deprived of the right to education. The abolition of studies in the Georgian language has been extended to all formerly Georgian-language schools in the Gali district of the Abkhazia region. Liturgy in the Georgian language has been also prohibited and physical assaults of ethnically Georgian clergymen have been reported. 
In line with its positive human rights obligations, the Government of Georgia has recently adopted the State Strategy and respective Action Plan on Occupied Territories: Engagement through Cooperation. The Strategy aims at reconciling divided communities on both sides of the occupation line, including confidence building and creation of incentives to interact. It includes inter alia the following avenues for engagement: economic relations, infrastructure and transportation, education, healthcare, people to people interaction, cultural heritage, and documentation. By successful development and implementation of these measures, the Government of Georgia aims at fostering protection and promotion of human rights of its citizens.

This concludes an opening statement regarding the Consolidated Report of Georgia. We hope that in course of the questions, the delegation will have an opportunity to enter into a constructive dialogue and elaborate further on particular issues.  Thank you for your attention!
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