Introduction,

For the purpose of the implementation of the Article 9 of the International Convention on Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination requesting the submission of periodic reports, and also based on recommendation no.22 of CERD made in the examination of the 16th and 17th periodic reports of the Islamic Republic of Iran in July 2005, a broad-based committee comprising the representatives of governmental organs and non-governmental bodies was established. The Committee comprised representatives from the Islamic Consultative Assembly, the Judiciary, Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs, Ministry of Welfare and Social Security, Literacy Movement, Tehran University, Center for Family and Women's Affairs of the Office of Presidency. Interior Ministry, Ministry of Science and Research, State Welfare Organization, Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting, Iran Statistics Center, Ministry of Agricultural Jihad, Organization of Management and Planning, representatives also attended the Committee’s meeting held in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

The members of the said committee, within their own jurisdiction and scope of activities, and also in view of the concluding observations of CERD (CERD/C/63/CO/6DOC) and the reporting guidelines of CERD, reported on their latest measures and the progress made in the implementation of the related provisions of the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination. In addition, some human rights NGO too, contributed their own inputs to this report. 


This report tries to concisely explain the measures taken and the progress made in the implementation of the said convention in ,combating racial discrimination, promotion of civil, political, economic, cultural and social rights by ethnic groups and elimination of discrimination in the domestic law of the country and addresses the concerns and concluding observations of CERD in the examination of the previous report.  It also attempts the list of themes contained in document no CERD/C/IRN/18-19 within the framework of the jurisdiction of the convention and the definition of racial discrimination under the Article one of the document.


The recent report mainly focuses on the measures taken during the period between the consideration of the previous report and the submission of the new one. Given the long interval between the two reports and the numerous measures adopted by the Islamic Republic of Iran in the years following the submission of the national report, members of my delegation and I will try, today and tomorrow, to present to the distinguished members of CERD a summary of the measures taken and activities carried out in line with the provisions of the convention. 

Outlines


The latest national census conducted indicated that in 2007 in Iran a population of  70,495,782 people composed of seven national groups namely, Fars, Lors,Azeri, Kurd, Baluch, Turkmen and Arab with diverse cultures and languages are living in Iran. While retaining the major components of their own independent identity, these ethnic groups have formed a unified national identity, imparting integrity and unity to the entire country. The integrity and peaceful coexistence of ethnic groups has long been regarded as a paramount characteristic of the Iranian society in the region.


As stated in the previous reports, due to the closely interwoven demographic composition of ethnic groups and the absence of ethnic, racial, linguistic boundaries throughout the country, ethnic characteristics could not be reasonably applied in the collection of the statistics. 


Having said that, however, one can generally assume that the population inhabited in provinces of Azerbaijan Sharghi, Azerbaijan Gharbi, Aradabil, Zanjan, Kordestan, Sistan and Baluchestan, Golestan, Khorasan Shomali, Khuzestan, Chaharmahal Bakhtiyari, Kohgiluyeh and Buerahmad , Ilam and Lorestan provinces are vastly from  respective ethnic groups (the attached table disintegrate  the ethnic groups by the statistics extracted from the 2007 census. 

Implementation of Articles 1 and 2 of the Convention


The principles of non-discrimination and equality of all before the law, negation of racial and ethnic preferences, combat against racial and ethnic discrimination, recognition of local and indigenous cultures and languages and administration of judicial justice have been explicitly and implicitly provided for in the constitution (Articles 19, 3, 15, 13) and a number of laws and by-laws of the country. 


Iran's 13th  to 17th reports to CERD have duly explained the principle of non-discrimination and also have articulated the general principles governing the protection of the rights of the ethnic groups and the details of the measures taken to eliminate discrimination.

Before I touch upon the latest developments in the legal order of  the country, I try to give an explanation on the definition of racial discrimination and its conformity to the domestic law of Iran which was questioned by some distinguished members of CERD.


The constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran as the mother law has enshrined the principles of "non-discrimination in the enjoyment of fundamental rights" and "equality of all before the law" in a wider scope than the definition of racial discrimination in the convention. The details and interpretation of the constitution are reflected in the ordinary laws as it is customary elsewhere in the world. 


Based on Article 9 of the Civil Code, with the enactment of the law of the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination by the parliament of Iran in 1968, the provisions of the convention is regarded as part of the domestic law of the country and therefore is binding 

Since the law of the International Convention on Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination is effective and binding, the courts and tribunals of the Islamic Republic of Iran may invoke them when hearing and deciding legal cases and refer to its provisions in their rulings.


The government of the Islamic Republic of Iran is committed to the implementation of the provisions of the convention and has explained the measures it has taken for its implementation in the periodic reports that it has submitted CERD in due course.


Also, for the purpose of its continued cooperation and enhancement of international mechanisms for more effective combat against racial discrimination and racism and the implementation of the recommendations made by CERD in the examination of the previous reports of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the amendment to the Article 8 of the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination was ratified by the Islamic Consultative Assembly. The ratification of the said amendment is another proof that this convention has been accepted as part of the domestic law of the country and has been endorsed by the Guardian Council and thus the related authorities have an obligation to implement them.


It is to be noted that on Nov. 7, 2005, the letter of ratification of the said amendment was submitted by the Islamic Republic of Iran to the UN Secretary General and the notification of the Secretary General on the agreement of the Islamic Republic of Iran to this document  was issued accordingly.


The recent report of Iran has explained some new developments in the order of domestic law and macro planning of the country. In view of the importance of the matter, I take liberty to refer to the approval of the law of citizenry rights as the most important law passed in the field of human rights in the years  following the submission of Iran's report.


As stated in the paragraph 20 of the national report, in order to preserve the dignity and integrity of our nationals, the chief of the judiciary issued a directive on citizen's rights on April 9, 2005 in which he undersocred such rights and stressed the obligation of the judicial authorities to implement them. This directive was approved on May 5, 2005 by the Islamic Consultative Assembly in 15 articles as “The Law of the Protection and Promotion of Citizenry Rights and Respect for Personal Privacy” in line with the provisions of Article 20 of the constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran .It  was endorsed on May 6, 2005 by the Guardian Council respectively and was communicated by the president to the related authorities for implementation.


In addition, there are some legal provisions on non-discrimination in the treatment of public at large including ethnic groups in the enjoyment of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights including the 4th 5-year economic, social and cultural development some of which have been covered in Articles 14 to 21 of the national report.

Some other provisions have also been passed in the years following the submission of the national report. For instance , in addition to the annual national budget allocation  , based on the amendment to the law of the 4th economic, social and cultural development , the government is allowed to allocate up to 600 million U.S dollars in 2006 and also a percentage of  oil and gas revenues of the country  for the development of the  less developed provinces particularly those inhabited by ethnic groups for each year until the end of 4th  five year development.

For the purposes of the said law over 515 million U.S dollars, 141 million U.S dollars  , 138 million U.S dollars  , 111 million U.S dollars  have been respectively allocated to Khuzestan, west Azerbaijan, Sistan va Baluchestan and Kuhkiloye va Buyerahmad  accounting respectively for 23/8% ,6.5%, 6.4% and 5.1% of the said budget.   

In the past five years, the provinces which are home to ethnic groups have received double attention and substantial amount of special credits have been allocated for the rapid promotion of the living standards, the level of welfare as well as the social and cultural conditions of the inhabitants of such regions.

In line with that policy, the council of ministers  visited such provinces and in face-to-face meetings directly so as to learn about  the problems and difficulties of their inhabitants. Also, the council of ministers held their cabinet meetings in these provinces to approve extra economic, social and cultural development projects and allocated special budgets for their implementation. The direct oversight and monitoring of the  approved projects is exercised through the government's supervisory bodies and the members of the council of ministers .
Implementation of Article 3 of the Convention 


For the purpose of the implementation of Article 3 of the Convention, the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran has been pursuing in practice its policy of combating different forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and the related intolerance at national, regional and international levels. 


In pursuit of this policy, Iran has become a leading country in the battle against apartheid and other forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and the related intolerance on the one hand and ,has launched such initiatives in the context of  dialogue among civilizations and cultures,  on the other. 


As stated in the in the national report, many of the ideas and initiatives launched by the Islamic Republic of Iran for the promotion of dialogue and peaceful coexistence among nations have been well received by the international community. 


Believing that one of the major grounds  for an effective fight against different forms of racism and racial discrimination at the international level is the propagation and promotion of dialogue and civilizations and respect for cultural diversity, the Islamic Republic of Iran raised the idea of dialogue of civilizations against the theory of clash of civilizations years ago which was hailed positively by the international community and was acknowledged in the main document of the Durban Conference as well.


Also, to promote respect for cultural diversity, the Islamic Republic of Iran presented the initiative of cultural diversity resolution which has been on the agenda of the UN General Assembly for  several years and has been adopted .


Also, on another front, the Islamic Republic of Iran raised the idea of NAM Foreign Ministerial Meeting on Human Rights and Cultural Diversity which was seconded by the NAM summit. This meeting was held in Sept. 2007 in Tehran with the participation of NAM foreign ministers. 


The outcomes of this meeting were  "Tehran Declaration and Plan of Action" on human rights and cultural diversity as well as the establishment of the NAM center for Human Rights and Cultural Diversity in Tehran.


Raising the concept of inter-cultural dialogue and denunciation of cultural hegemony, reiterating the collective aspects of cultural rights and defining the roles of governments, governmental and non- governmental bodies in promoting respect for cultural diversity are among the strengths of the Tehran Declaration.


Among other things ,the NAM center for Human Rights and Cultural Diversity

 has an obligation to institutionalize inter-cultural dialogue on human rights.


In line with its policy of active participation in international efforts to combat different forms of racism, the Islamic Republic of Iran has been a leading country and a co-sponsor of the related resolutions in the former human rights commission and the present human rights council and UN General Assembly. Iran has continuously supported the enhancement of international instruments for combating racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and the related intolerance. 

The Islamic Republic of Iran not only actively participated in the organization of the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, xenophobia and Related Intolerance, and also hosted the regional meeting of the Durban conference in Tehran in 2001 ,but it also actively contributed to the Durban Review Conference and its final document.


In its capacity as the vice-chair of the preparatory committee of the review conference, the Islamic Republic of Iran contributed to the organizational and substantial matters of this conference and participated at the highest level in the negotiation for the  formulation of its final document. 

Moreover, to promote the participation of domestic NGOs working against racism and also to upgrade the understanding of the Iranian society of the culture of combat against racism and racial discrimination, the Islamic Republic of Iran facilitated the participation of 70 human rights activists from Iranian NGOs in the conference. 


With regard to the implementation of the decisions of the Durban Conference, it is to be noted that in compliance with the recommendation of CERD in the previous meeting, the Foreign Ministry of Iran translated the program of action of the conference and transmitted them to the related local authorities for the implementation of the related provisions. 


Also, in meetings held with the related NGOs and workshops held on different human rights themes, the decisions of the Durban Conference and the importance of their implementation were explained for the NGOs. This initiative helped facilitate the active participation of the Iranian NGOs in the review conference.

Implementation of Article 4 of the Convention 

As stated in the previous reports, in addition to the law of prosecution and punishment of racist propaganda, the press law, too, has provided for the punishment of propaganda on racism as well as ethnic and racial supremacy and also dissemination of racist ideas. Paragraph C of Article 2 of the press law states that one of the functions of the press in the country is to discourage false and fabricated material aiming at sowing discord and leading to  confrontation of ethnic groups on the basis of race, language, customs, traditions, etc. 


Also, paragraph 4 of the Article 6 of the press law has banned "creation of divisions among different groups of the society on racial and ethnic grounds". 


Article 30 of the press law reiterates: "dissemination of any material which includes slanders, libels, insults, swear or obscene words against citizens of the country are prohibited".


According to Article 35 of the same law, violation of the said provisions is regarded as an offence and in case of the absence of punishments for such violations in the Islamic Punishments Law or the press law, the offending journal or newspaper shall be banned from publication for a period of maximum six months to one year , depending on the type of the periodicity of the journal or newspaper,  or it shall be suspended up to maximum  of five years in grave cases . The offenders may also be subject to the cancellation of their press license in certain cases.


In view of the mixed demographic composition and peaceful coexistence of Iranian ethnic groups during the past millennia, there has been no cases of propagation of racism in the Iranian press or public media. And only in rare cases, some material construed as racist slurs, have been published which have been legally dealt with.


A case in point is the cartoon published in "Iran" newspaper on 2006 which was found slandering and insulting Azeris. The case was rapidly taken up by the prosecutor and the press supervisory board and it was determined that this act had not been systematic and was an inadvertent personal fault committed by a person who was incidentally Azeri himself. So, based on the provisions of the press law, the newspaper was temporarily banned and was allowed to restart its publication only after placing a public apology on the case. The press was generally reminded, once again, of the related legal provisions and was warned against engaging in any act of incitement against ethnic groups.

Another example  was the case of an author who was condemned to three month in jail and writing four articles on cultural and artistic personalities of the Kohkiluyeh-va-Buyerahmar province on the charges brought against him for disseminating fabrication against the Lors ethnic group in his novel.
Implementation of Article 5 of the Convention

Political participation


Based on the provisions of the Article 6 of the Constitution, public affairs must be conducted on the basis of public vote and general elections (presidential, parliamentary, city and village councils, etc.) and referenda.


In the previous reports as well as the recent one, the legal grounds and provisions for prevention of racial and ethnic discrimination , the government performance in holding 31 free elections, without any racial or ethnic discrimination , disintegrated by the rate of participation of the ethnic groups in the elections were also provided. 

The statistics relating to the rate of participation of all provinces including provinces inhabited by ethnic groups in the first and second phases of the 9th presidential election (2005), the 7th parliamentary election and the 3rd city and village councils held in recent years well demonstrate the extent of participation of ethnic groups in the political life of the country. The statistics relating to different elections have been provided in Articles 52 to 59 of the national report. However, such statistics can be provided again here if so needed.


The high rate of participation of ethnic groups and also the vast diversity of the members of such groups in the elected offices vindicate the exercise of non-discrimination in the political participation of people and distribution of public offices at different levels. It also demonstrates the confidence of the ethnic groups in the fair distribution of such offices.

Political Groups


As states in paragraphs 55-58 of the national reports, there are no legal restrictions, distinctions, or discriminations against racial or ethnic groups in forming political parties, groups, NGOs, etc. 

In addition to that, the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran allocates a specific amount of budget every year for the activities of parties, NGOs and associations of religious minorities, which is distributed without any discrimination. The related statistics are attached.

Freedom of opinion and expression


As stated in the previous report of the Islamic Republic of Iran, freedom of expression is exercised by and encouraged for ethnic groups through Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting programs, launching of provincial channels in ethnic languages, provision of support for student journals and newspapers published in ethnic languages. The related facts and figures relating to the years before the preparation of the national report have been provided. However, just to cite some cases in point, I should say that since the submission of the recent report till two months ago (May 2010) 897 and 224 books have been published respectively in Azeri and Kurdi and 23 book fairs have been held in provinces of Ardabil, Azerbaijan Gharbi, Azerbaijan Sharghi, Zanjan, Ilam, Sistan-va-Baluchestan, Golestan and kermanshah . 

In addition to Farsi journals, 50 journals are published in Azeri in provinces of Azerbaijan Sharghi, Azerbaijan Gharbi, and Ardabil and 35 journals in Kurdi in provinces of Kordestan and Kermanshah. 


As compared to the years before the release of the national report, the publication of books and journals in local language and also the organization of provincial book fairs have considerably increased in recent years. Also, the programs of IRIB broadcast in local languages have registered a remarkable rise both in quantity and quality in recent years. 


The policy of the government to support the publication of books and journals in local languages and organization of book fairs in provinces inhabited by ethnic groups and also surge in the number and quality of Islamic Republic of Iran .Broadcast programs in local languages aimed at preserving the cultures of the ethnic groups, promoting the culture of book reading and familiarizing the Iranian society with local cultures specifically demonstrate the focus of the government on promotion of respect for freedom of expression. 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 


Article 68 to 147 of the national report provide a detailed account of the existing legal grounds for equal and non-discriminatory enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights by ethnic groups. They also focus on the special support of the government for less well-off regions and provinces inhabited by ethnic groups in the enjoyment of the said rights. 


The report also explains the measures taken by and the performance of different ministries and organizations to ensure the enjoyment of ethnic groups of their rights to occupation, housing, health, education and participation in cultural activities along with the related statistics. 


Since the report has provided a detailed explanation of such measures, I will suffice here. However, the members of my delegation are ready to answer any questions raised by the chair and members of the committee with regard to such measures.


In all the aforementioned areas, the credits allocated to the provinces inhabited by ethnic groups are more than those of the central and other provinces in terms of their population proportion. This demonstrates the special attention of the government to the improvement of economic, social and cultural conditions as well as the level of welfare of these provinces on a par with more developed regions of the country. 


In addition to the measures and activities covered in the national report, since the submission of the national report, the process of poverty alleviation and improvement of the conditions of the less developed provinces has gained a faster pace. And, in the pursuit of the fundamental policy of the government and materialization of the aspiration of promotion of justice, top priority has been given to the economic, social and cultural development of less-developed provinces, particularly those inhabited by ethnic groups.


To materialize the target of promotion of justice and balanced development of all regions of the country, the credits allocated to provinces inhabited by ethnic groups have been remarkably raised. 


The attached table displays the credits distributed to rural and nomadic communities in provinces inhabited by ethnic groups. As it is seen, in the past 18 years alone, the credit allocated to alleviation of poverty among the rural and nomadic communities of the said provinces amount to 758  million US dollar .

In the course of the visits of the supreme leader of the I.R. Iran to provinces inhabited by ethnic groups and  also the two rounds of visits by the president to all provinces of the country to examine and address the problems and accelerate the process of development of less developed regions , notable amounts of credits have been allocated to such provinces . 

Establishment of free trade zone in Chahbahar in Sistan va Baluchestan and Khoramshahr in khuzestan, construction of a cement plant in Khash and power plant in Iranshahr in Sistan va Baluchestan, a petrochemicals plant in Kurd inhabited region of Kermanshah and also implementation of power supply projects and provision of medical treatment insurance for rural people in less developed regions are among the recent activities carried out in such areas.   

In the interest of time, the wide range of development programs carried out in recent years and their results as well as the humanitarian aspects of this government policy shall not be fully explained here. However, if the chair and members of CERD wish so my delegation is ready to provide a more detailed explanation of such efforts. 
Implementation of the Article 6 of the Convention

To provide effective support for the ethnic groups and ensure the effective implementation of the related articles of the constitution on non-discrimination and equal judicial treatment and also the implementation of the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, the law on prohibition of racial discrimination and other legal provisions against discrimination, the International relation department of the Judiciary regularly holds meetings with the judicial authorities of provinces inhabited by ethnic provinces on how to combat discrimination against ethnic and racial groups. Also, the details of the convention and its provisions and the importance of non-discrimination in the conduct of courts and tribunals of the country are discussed in such meetings. 

The courts all over the country are obliged to hear complaints without discrimination at all stages of proceedings and rule based  on the related legal provisions. Surveys conducted by the related authorities indicate that so far there has not been any report of acts of discrimination or failure to hear cases submitted by the members of the ethnic groups by the judicial authorities. 


What is worth mentioning with regard to the investigation and hearing of complaints lodged by the members of the ethnic groups is the effective presence of the members of such groups in judicial offices at different levels. It is fair to note that the overwhelming majority of judges and staff members of judicial departments as well as law enforcement and police forces in the provinces inhabited by ethnic groups are local ethnic people. 

Besides, based on the law of promotion of citizenry  rights , the surveys indicate that a notable number of judicial authorities of the country and also the judicial officials based in Tehran are members of the ethnic groups. 


Regarding the legal cases relating to act or practice of discrimination against the ethnic groups, I should note that since the registration of legal cases in the courts and tribunals of the country is done manually it was difficult and time consuming to make a thematic evaluation of the decisions of courts during the period when the report was being prepared.


However, in view of the request of CERD, some cases of discrimination against the members of the ethnic groups in different judicial departments have been collected which can be presented by the representative of the judiciary, if needed. 


In addition to public courts, special branches of court have been set up in provinces inhabited by the ethnic groups to hear exclusively the cases related to the violation of civil rights of citizens. 


High Council for Human Rights has been established to investigate the complaints of private citizens and NGOs both at home and abroad on violation of human rights. The Council is presided over by his eminence chief of the judiciary.

It is to be noted that though the headquarter is chaired by the chief of the judiciary, it stands above the three branches of the government and since its statute has been approved by the National Security Council and endorsed by the Supreme Leader of the country it enjoys a special standing in the judicial order of the country. 


In addition to the representatives of the judiciary, the ministry of Justice and  the Foreign Ministry , the Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Intelligence, and some other high-ranking officials are also members of the board of the headquarter which receives and hears any complaints on the alleged violations of human rights , inter alia , those of the ethnic groups. 
Article 7 of the Convention 


Articles 153 to 180 of the national report provide a summary of the educational, cultural and media programs carried out in order to promote equality, friendship and peaceful coexistence among the ethnic groups. 


In addition to the programs explained in the national report, in the years following the release of the national report, some other measures have been implemented in cooperation with the foreign ministry and some universities including the organization of training workshops for NGOs as well as researchers, students and human rights activitists. In the workshops, international human rights treaties and mechanisms including the International Convention on Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, CERD, Universal Declaration of Human Rights have been  duly explained. 

Such workshops have resulted in increasing awareness of the contents of the convention on Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination and other human rights treaties and conventions and encouraged NGOs to interact more actively into human rights fields. 

In line with this policy, during the past two years, human rights experts of the foreign ministry have held a number of training workshops for over 80 NGOs to promote their understanding of the contents of the International convention on Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, the documents of Durban Conference and the UN human rights mechanisms. 

Also, during the past three years the seat of human rights in the college of International Relations in cooperation with the foreign ministry and some organizations active in the promotion of family rights has held over 14 training workshops on the contents of the International Convention on Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination and other international human rights treaties and granted certificates to the participants at the end of the course.

Such activities have resulted in the promotion of pubic understanding of human rights themes and their greater appreciation of the role of human rights bodies. They have also led to an increase in the number and improvement of the performance of NGOs active in human rights fields and also their greater participation in human rights activities at domestic and international levels and a rise in the number of NGOs obtaining advisory status.

Also, to further familiarize the representatives of bodies participating in the preparation of periodic reports including the report of this convention with international human rights treaties and mechanisms as well as reporting guidelines, the foreign ministry has made the necessary preparations for the participation of these representatives in human rights events such as the sessions of human rights council, etc. the foreign ministry has also prepared the ground for the participation of NGOs in the preparations of periodic reports. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, with the brief explanation provided in my presentation, the members of my delegation would be all willing to comment on any questions the distinguished experts of CERD may wish to raise. 
Thank you, 
Table 1

	Province
	Ethnic composition
	Population of province based on census of 2006

	Azerbaijan Sharghi
	Azari
	3603456

	Azerbaijan Gharbi
	Azari- Kurd
	2873459

	Ardabil
	Azari
	1228155

	Sistan and Baluchestan
	Baluch
	2405742

	Golestan
	Turkman
	1617087

	Khorasan Shomali
	Kurd-Turkman
	811572

	Khuzestan
	Arab-Lor
	4274979

	Chaharmahal Bakhtiyari
	Lor
	857910

	Kohgiluyeh and Buyerahmad
	Lor
	634299

	Lorestan
	Lor
	1716527

	Ilam
	Lor and Kurd
	545787

	Kermanshah
	Kurd
	1879385

	Kurdestan
	Kurd and Turk
	1440156

	Zanjan
	Azari
	964601


Table of distribution of development and 

poverty alleviation credits during 1990-2009
	
	Province
	Amount of credit 

(million Rials/hundred dollar)
	Percentage of total

	1
	Sistan and Baluchestan
	1,228,617
	8.6

	2
	Khuzestan
	868,978
	6.1

	3
	Azerbaijan Sharghi
	779,700
	5.5

	4
	Azerbaijan Gharbi
	726,369
	5.1

	5
	Kurdestan
	701,064
	4.9

	6
	Lorestan
	618,145
	4.3

	7
	Kohgiluyeh and Buyerahmad
	446,451
	3.1

	8
	Kermanshah
	416,165
	2.9

	9
	Ardabil
	397,709
	2.8

	10
	Khorasan Shomali
	358,631
	2.5

	11
	Zanjan
	321,656
	2.3

	12
	Golestan
	268,878
	1.9

	13
	Chaharmahal Bakhtiyari
	260,454
	1.8

	14
	Ilam
	186,011
	1.3

	
	Total
	7,578,828
	53.3


Special credits allocated to less-developed regions during 1990-2009 has been an equivalent of 14213000 million Rials/US$ 1421300000. 
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