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INDIGENOUS reflects diversity, dignity and diplomacy providing positive models of mobilization for the full recognition of indigenous rights. INDIGENOUS documents genuine histories of indigenous peoples shared through traditional storytelling and gross violations of indigenous peoples through human rights methodologies. 

INDIGENOUS directs the accurate information into human rights regional mechanisms and United Nations charter and treaty bodies including specialized agencies, programs and funds to hold states accountable to state obligations under public international law. 

INDIGENOUS is geared toward reversing the dehumanizing conditions created by genocidal policies by governments through military conquests, missionary conversions and multinational corporations in their quest for profits and natural resources. INDIGENOUS guarantees the recognition of the inherent dignity in all peoples on the planet enshrined in the international law instruments from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

We believe indigenous rights abuses anywhere impacts all indigenous peoples. The common history of deep connection with nature and the similar situation forced upon indigenous peoples in their homelands creates a shared sense of cultural survival that is the impetus for our international movement. We seek solutions rooted in the indigenous values reflected in the voices of our elders and believe our vision for the future will guarantee human rights, freedom and justice for everyone on planet earth. 

Beyond indignation and outrage at the perpetual pursuit of indigenous lands, we mobilize to create international institutions that will prevent similar gross violations of human rights of indigenous peoples around the globe.  INDIGENOUS stands shoulder-to-shoulder in solidarity for self-determination and to secure avenues for advocacy in international human rights charter and treaty bodies. 

INDIGENOUS has drafted this shadow report to complement the periodic reports of Laos focusing on questions and recommendations to end racial discrimination with a constructive dialogue at the 80th session of CERD.  

INDIGENOUS found in its research a general state of concern regarding racial discrimination among citizens of Laos.  INDIGENOUS received many updates from communities in the country providing information relating to human rights violations. The aspiration of this shadow report is to begin positive communication in a constructive dialogue with the state under review. More important is a framework for followup to ensure an end to racial discrimination in Laos. 

INDIGENOUS noted a trend of discrimination that resulted in domination of specific segments of society with little or no remedy to address these rights violations. 

INDIGENOUS maintains that there is very little if any at all political freedom as recognized in traditional civil and political rights. When one exercises a basic right, there is an immediate response to suppress such actions and a systematic approach to deny fundamental freedoms enshrined in the UN CERD. 

Regarding Article 2, there is no active efforts by the state to condemn racial discrimination or end the harmful practices. In fact, it can be said that the policy of the state is to perpetuate a state of racial superiority of specific groups due to abilities and not considering the results of the armed conflicts. 

Regarding Article 3, INDIGENOUS believes that the racial segregation is taking place at the expense of original people of Laos in the pursuit of profits and control of natural resources.  One of the most alarming trends relates to two neighboring powerful states exercising extreme power over the state of Laos.  

The main concern is the granting of 99 year leases to China in the area of the golden triangle as special economic zones. These towns remove Laos people and repopulate with Chinese even providing law enforcement from China in such cities as Donexao.  There is also a continuation of the question of corruption in these cities with no recourse for any Laos removed from their homeland. 

Another concern is the influence of Vietnam over the land, especially indigenous peoples lands such as forests.  Vietnam corporations have come into specific areas harvesting tree with assistance of military forces not respecting the basic rights of the Laos people. This is happening in many areas rich in resources.  This issue is important as has been noted by the CERD committee with multinational corporations based in Canada.  We wish to raise it here again to focus on this alarming trend in international human rights law along with the inclusion of the military participating in this case. 

Regarding Article 4, there is no condemnation of propaganda and racial superiority. It is accepted as a given condition The indigenous peoples of Laos are deemed backward and not supporting development. Meanwhile, Laos citizens are also falling short to receive any of the social services from education to employment.  There is a historic reason that Vietnam dictates the direction of the country holding key positions in public administration due to the treaty forged in 1977 under conditions of an extended period of 25 years with renewable conditions every decade with no time limit to ever end.  The one party system determines the direction of the state and the role of former army leaders is concerning holding main positions of the Political Bureau.  All of the main sectors of economy and political society are controlled by the state. The natural resources are exported often to meet objectives of the party. From fisheries to forests, the resources are sent to neighboring Vietnam when Laos lacks basic resources for own citizens. 

INDIGENOUS notes that most violations are under Article 5 and its subsections in both civil and political rights as well as economic, social and cultural rights.  Regarding the main rights in Article 5 ( c ), there is one party in power since 1975.  When analyzing the conditions, the political system amounts to an authoritarian government not allowing basic freedoms enshrined in CERD.  There is no ability for citizens to change the direction of the country through the vote.  There are even less political freedoms allowing citizens to express their concerns regarding the policies proposed that benefit neighbors before own communities. While the Lao Lum dictate what happens in country, there is also influence from Vietnam and an increasing interested China exercising leverage over the daily lives of Laos. 

Regarding Article 5 (d) many recognized international NGOs such as Amnesty International have noted the lack of freedom of expression. People are imprisoned for exercising these basic rights and become political prisoners with no recourse for justice.  Whenever people organize and assembly, they face disproportionate punishment.  During a student peace protest in October 1999, the organizers were imprisoned and remain there today.  A decade later, in November 2009, a pro-democracy movement calling for free and fair elections were arrested. There is also concern over the treatment in prison noting practices of torture.  

Regarding Article 5 (d) some of the most vicious violations of human rights relates to indigenous peoples of Laos and religious minorities such as Christians exercising their faith.  In one situation the indigenous peoples are even practicing Christians. This situation resulted in a double dose of discrimination resulting in confiscation of religious material. Some of the Hmong were also murdered while others were raped. Survivors of this slaughter are unknown from April 2011.  Religious leaders continue to face persecution in pursuit of practicing their faith.  

Regarding Article 5 on economic, social and cultural rights. INDIGENOUs is concerned about the land and the lack of opportunity for people of Laos. 
Our powerful neighbors steadily solidified their control over our country. The illicit depletion of our forests through thousands of hectares land grabs by Vietnam threaten our territory. When we organize an export ban, Vietnam companies with military support threaten our officials and traffick the timber to wood processing factories across the border to benefit Vietnam.  China is even ever more carnivorous with its geo-political contention starting at the Golden Triangle region along with unilateral actions to construct mega dams on the Mekong causing security and social challenges for all countries down river in Asia.  
Regarding Article 5 on employment, the main concern is the trafficking of young Laos girls into prostitution in neighboring countries of Southeast Asia.  A recent response to a child sex trafficking ring uncovered over 200 young girls in Thailand.  

Another aspect regarding employment is that most of the employment opportunities are linked with corrupt party officials that distribute them based on loyalty not on qualifications or education with the main criteria being one’s culture and connections.  

Regarding Article 6, INDIGENOUS suggests the creation of a National Human Rights Institution in Laos based on the Paris Principles. A Laos Commission on Human Rights must be independent allowing for representation from all of society to servce to ensure basic rights are protected. 

Regarding Article 7, it is important for the citizens of Laos to know their rights and understand the international human rights machinery.  From the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and all the conventions as well as covenants must be made widely available for people of Laos.  

We look forward to engage in an open and constructive dialogue with the CERD members and the representatives of the Laos government in Geneva in February 2012. 

