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Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
Seventy-eight session 

14 February – 11 March 2011 


Prevention of Racial Discrimination, Including Early Warning and Urgent Action Procedure 


Decision 1 (78)



Situation in Côte d’Ivoire
The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, acting according to its mandate,

Alarmed by reports of the seriously declining human rights and humanitarian situation in Cote d’Ivoire, including ethnic tensions, incitement to ethnic violence, xenophobia, religious and ethnic discrimination,

Bearing in mind that the “Situation in Côte d’Ivoire” is still under consideration by the Security Council, and taking into account resolutions adopted by this organ, in particular resolutions 1962 (2010) and 1967 (2011),

Also taking into account Human Rights Council resolution S-14/1 of 23 December 2010,  statements made by the Secretary General of the United Nations and by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,

Considering the report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights of 15 February 2011 on the situation of human rights in Côte d’Ivoire to the Human Rights Council pursuant to the aforementioned resolution,

Acknowledging the actions undertaken by the Economic Community of West African States and the African Union,
Recalling recommendations made by the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (E/CN.4/2005/18/Add.3) and the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression (E/CN.4/2005/64/Add.2) following their missions in Côte d’Ivoire in 2004 which are still relevant to the current situation,

Noting with concern that the humanitarian situation is worsening with a large number of refugees fleeing Côte d’Ivoire to neighbouring countries, including to Liberia, 
Recalling that Côte d’Ivoire has ratified the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and is under the obligation to prevent and protect persons against acts of hatred, incitement to racial and ethnic violence or any form of violence based on ethnicity,

Considering the situation in Côte d’Ivoire under its early warning and urgent action procedure,
1. The Committee deplores that the political stalemate that followed the proclamation of presidential election results continues to be marked by a number of serious and escalating human rights and humanitarian violations across the country, including ethnic clashes that have resulted in deaths, numerous injured people, destruction of property as well as in the displacement of population inside and outside the country.
2. The Committee recalls its latest Concluding Observations on the fifth to fourteenth periodic reports of Côte d’Ivoire adopted on 21 March 2003 (CERD/C/62/COI) where it raised concerns on racial and xenophobic violence and on the fact that some of the national media have used propaganda to incite war and encourage hatred and xenophobia. 
3. The Committee reiterates its recommendations contained in its concluding observations that Côte d’Ivoire continue its efforts to prevent a repetition of ethnic violence and to punish those responsible; and that Cote d’Ivoire strengthen the measures guaranteeing the contribution of civil society for the promotion of inter-ethnic harmony.
4. The Committee expresses its deep concern regarding the present situation and incitement to hatred, ethnic violence and intolerance and call upon Côte d’Ivoire to end any form of ethnic violence and incitement to hatred.
5. The Committee calls upon Côte d’Ivoire to immediately halt inter-ethnic violence and clashes, to take immediate steps to investigate and punish the perpetrators of ethnic violence and provide redress to the victims in line with international human rights standards, particularly the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.
6. The Committee calls upon the Secretary General of the United Nations to continue drawing the attention of the Security Council on the situation in Côte d’Ivoire which could evolve into a threat to international peace and security, along with extended violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms.
7. The Committee requests information on the situation and the measures taken by the State party to redress it at its earliest convenience but preferably no later than 31 July 2011. 
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